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Pendle Hippodrome Youth Theatre Awards Night
Members, family and friends attended Pendle Hippodrome Youth Theatre
Awards Night and party which was held at the Theatre in September.
The glittering evening was a huge success as the list of silverware was
presented to members. The Awards were not only for the best performances
on stage but for outstanding achievements with the Youth Theatre. To add the
list there were two new Awards this year the Shirley Kenyon Award and the
Cecilia Harrison Award.
The presentations were followed by entertainment and supper and the party
atmosphere continued until late into the evening at the ‘Hippodrome Disco’.
CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL THE WINNERS
Full report on page 8
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Booking
Arrangements for
ALL Pendle
Hippodrome Shows
AT THE THEATRE
THE THEATRE BOX OFFICE
WILL BE OPEN FOR
BOOKING
Throughout the Craft Fair
Call in and book your seats or
ring on 01282 863210 during
opening hours.
NO Booking fee

ONLINE

BACKADDER STILL GOING FORTH
As part of Colne’s commemorations of the last
100 days of WW1 Pendle Hippodrome staged
the hilarious yet poignant and thought provoking
play ‘Blackadder Goes Forth’ in June.
Following the moving finale to the play Colne
Veterans Breakfast Club took a collection and
raised over £400 for club funds.
In August the Director of ‘Blackadder Goes
Forth’ Rosemary Osborne and Theatre
Company Secretary, Stephen Burrows, were
invited to attend a meeting of the Breakfast Club
which is held on Saturday mornings at the
Crown Hotel.
As a way of saying ‘Thank You’ to the Theatre
Company for their support the Chairman of the
Veterans handed over a very generous donation
of £50 to Rosemary for Theatre Company funds.

LOG IN TO

www.phtheatre.co.uk
Follow the Online Booking
Instructions

Theatre plan available
Online Booking Fee Applicable

BOOKING OUTLET
Central Garage
Wheatley Lane Road
Fence
Call in and book your tickets or
RING:
01282 617315
NO Booking Fee

ON THE DOOR
COME ALONG TO ANY
PERFORMANCE AND BOOK
AT THE THEATRE BOX
OFFICE
(subject to availability)
TICKETS CAN BE BOOKED
FOR SHOWS WHENEVER
THE THEATRE BOX OFFICE
IS OPEN

Chairman of the Veterans,
Ben Robinson, presents Rosemary
with the donation.
Another of David’s interesting historical
clippings from The Leader 20th March 1931.
Colne Amateur Operatic Society performing.

Another Blues Year
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The centre seats of the auditorium were removed, the bottle bar built and stocked
the stewards assembled, New Market Street was closed down to the Church Meadow
flats, the security men were in place and the pie and peas warming.
Pendle Hippodrome was once again ready to open as a main stage in Colne’s great
Rhythm and Blues Festival. From the all the good comments received by our staff the
appreciative audiences were wowed by the whole Hippodrome experience and
returned time and again over the weekend. This year one ticket allowed Blues fans to
enjoy the Muni and the Hippodrome main stages and to visit the Little Theatre during
the day. Hundred of people poured through the doors of the Hippodrome over the
three days of the festival, not just local but from all over Great Britain and beyond. The
bands performing were sensational and the sound and lighting incredible.
Our maintenance team had been very busy in the run up to the Blues not only
transforming the Hippodrome into a brilliant
Our Pop-up-Shop
concert venue but also next door in the old Derby
Arms. The downstairs space had been cleared
and cleaned and a pop-up-shop created complete
with changing rooms. During the annual clear out
and tidy in the wardrobe department the wardrobe
ladies decided to have a sale of costumes that
were rarely used or no longer needed. Rails were
erected along the walls of the pub and dresses,
suits, various vintage and retro apparel, jewellery and hats, all surplus to
requirements, were on sale to raise much needed funds for the Theatre. They raised
an amazing £1122.00. Well done ladies.
At the bottom of the town, outside Riley’s bar talented members of both the Youth
Theatre and the Theatre Company entertained the crowds, demonstrating the
tremendous range of talent to be found at the Hippodrome. The Youth Theatre sang to
the crowds in the early afternoon then, as night began to fall, the Theatre Company
took to the stage with numbers from ‘Guys and Dolls’. Later in the evening when the
crowds were even bigger three of our male members Josh Hindle, Dan Mason and
Matt Whatley went down a storm with their tribute to the Jersey Boys and then our
very talented girl foursome Jess Balderstone, Jade Brett, Cathryn Osborne and Laura
Schofield took to the stage with a selection of
songs that absolutely wowed the watching crowds.
Unfortunately the heavens opened for the entire
day on Sunday and very few people braved the
weather in the streets. The umbrella stand was
quickly brought out of storage and the Hippodrome
however was packed. Our wonderful catering team
did a roaring trade in hot food and the brilliant bar
staff and our stalwart stewards were kept very
busy.
A huge thank you to all our volunteers and people
representing the Hippodrome. Here’s to another
successful Blues Festival at our Theatre.
Lets just hope we have better weather next year.

The Crowds at
The crowds
the Hippodrome
the at
Hippodrome
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30th ANNUAL ARTS CRAFTS AND GIFTS
FAIR 2018
Saturday 17th to Sunday 25th November.
Open - Monday to Friday 11.00 am to 6.00 pm
Saturdays and Sundays 11.00 am to 5.00 pm

Once again we have a great Craft fair in store. There will be many old
favourites but also some new and unusual crafts. We have a full list of
exhibitors and a waiting list for stalls. In other words please don’t ask for a stall now,
there’s no room at the inn! The Craft Fair Committee this year are Chairman Pam
Lomax, Secretary Sheila Keogh, Treasurer Milly Greenwood, Committee: Jen Lomax,
Brenda Maylor, Sue Anderson, Jackie Fawcett, Janette Horsfield and Olwen Lund.
For more information ring Pam on 865337 mobile: 07969 066 396 or
pam.lomax183@gmail.com or Sheila on 615787 or sheilawkeogh@gmail.com or see
any of the committee.
We will be open from 11.00 am every day and finish at 6.00 pm during the week and
5.00 pm at weekends. (Please note the new earlier weekday finish time). No change
to the food service time, the tea bar will be open and lunches served from 12.00 noon.
The Craft Fair is the Theatre’s major fund raiser which helps with the upkeep and
maintenance of the Hippodrome. You don’t need to be interested in crafts, this is
showtime, it’s a theatre fund raiser and we need everyone’s help. It takes the whole of
November to set up, run and take down again so all volunteers are welcome.
SETTING UP: Men, could you help with setting up? Come along on Monday 29th
October from 7.00 pm and help to get out all the equipment from the container in the
yard. Men particularly required as this is heavy work. The team will be there setting
up every Mon, Tues and Wed from 7pm and Sat and Sun from 10am. There will be
some daytime sessions for our retired or leisured members.
STRIPPING OUT: We will be dismantling all the craft fair stalls, lighting and equipment
from Mon 26th November at 7.00 pm to get it all down and back in the containers.
Just turn up or you can check with Keith, Kevin, Frank or David to see what there is to
do and the times you will be needed.
CHECKING IN: We will be checking in all 95+ exhibitors on Weds 14th and Thurs
15th November from 12.30 pm to 7.30 pm in the evening. Every item for every stall
has to be counted and checked in, so anyone who can help for a few hours during
those two days please let Pam know (contact details above). Help is also required for
checking out exhibitors on Mon 26th Nov 12.30-7.30 and Tues 27th Nov 12.30-5.30.
CATERING: You can help by providing the catering committee with some of those
wonderful cakes, pies and quiches, soups, broth or chilli for our home made meals.
Check with Janet Walton 01282 428149 or Marilyn Walton 01282 605538 to see
what is needed. Please also let them know if you can help behind the counter or
clearing tables and washing up for an hour or two.
SALES STAFF: Everyone is welcome to volunteer but should be age 18 or over. We
need over 70 shifts coverings over the 9 days so we do need your help.
DOOR KEEPER: The Doorkeeper sits at a desk in the box office, welcomes people,
takes entrance money and hands out programmes as people come in.

CRAFT FAIR

Has Anybody Seen Our Handle 5

SALES AND
DOOR STAFF

We would like to thank the
very kind person who stole our
front door handle during the
Blues Festival.

Jen Lomax is doing the
rotas for the nine days
of the Craft Fair so
if anyone would like to
volunteer please give
Jen a ring on 01282 616376
text her at 07811 419 021
or email aunty-jen@ntlworld.com
PLEASE do contact Jen early and
volunteer (that’s early in the asking
and not early in the morning, lol) it
will save Jen making hundreds of
phone calls, and you can choose
which shifts are best for you.

SHIFT TIMES WILL BE (approx)
Weekdays 11.00 - 2.30, 2.30 - 6.00
Weekends 11.00 - 2.00, 2.00 - 5.00
CRAFT FAIR SALES STAFF: do not
have to be trained theatre stewards.
They are our ‘shop assistants’ and are
needed to pack the goods and take
payment from our customers. Don’t
worry if you haven’t done it before, help
will be given. Members and Friends,
female and male, are all welcome to
volunteer but should be age 18 or over.
————————

THE DOOR KEEPER: sits at a desk in
the box office, welcomes people, takes
entrance money and hands out
programmes as people come in.
———————

If you think you could cope with either of
these two jobs please contact Jen and
volunteer now so that we can start our
rotas for the week. At any one time we
need just one door keeper and between
5 and 8 sales staff. You will get a break
during your shift and as a perk, all
volunteers get free brews.
The Craft Fair Committee is always
about and will lend a hand if you need it
when it is busy and sort out any
problems or queries.

What a thoughtful thing to do
preventing us all from entering
our beloved theatre without a
great deal of trouble.
Ladies broke their nails trying to prise
open the doors and the men had equal
trouble with no handle to get hold of. It
wasn’t as if our maintenance team hadn’t
already got enough screws to screw in
while fixing all the seats back in the
auditorium.
According to social media the Hippodrome
was not the only place in Colne to be deknobbed and left handle-less. Someone
even claimed to have CCTV of the culprit
removing their door furniture.
Luckily the local idiot had unscrewed the
handle and not just ripped it out of the
door and now a new nicely painted
handle is now adorning our front entrance.
Lets hope the local constabulary catch the
offender and do to him what he did to us!
Editors Note: You may use your imagination as
to what I would like to have written about the
punishment for the thief but my sub-editor said
I couldn’t possible write that in the such a
respectable publication as the Footlight Forum!

THE SHOP IN THE PUB
We still have a stock of items not sold so if
anyone is interested in having a look please
contact Pam to arrange access. Tel: 865337 076969066396 - pam.lomax183@gmail .com

NEW TIMES
Please note the Annual Arts Craft
and Gifts Fair, Saturday 17th to
Sunday 25th November, will
now close on weekday
evenings at 6.00 pm not 7.00
pm as in previous years (still
5.00 pm weekends). The Craft
Fair will open at 11.00 am daily as usual.
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Youth Theatre News

Wednesday 20th to Saturday 23rd February 2019
The fun packed Pendle Hippodrome Youth Theatre’s latest show which they are
bringing to the stage in February 2019 is the fabulous ‘POPSTARS’.
It's Boyband vs Girlband in this hilarious brand new musical from the team that
brought you the global hit ‘Back to the 80's’.
Packed with pop smash hits from the hyper-coloured 1990s by artists such as
THE SPICE GIRLS, BACKSTREET BOYS, N*SYNC, BRITNEY SPEARS,
CHRISTINA AGUILERA, MARIAH CAREY, MC HAMMER and many more.
It is set in a school in the 1990s where Mark is head over heels in love with his
girlfriend Queen Bee, Shannon Van de Witt. When Shannon learns that pop-band
impresario Simon Austin is the surprise judge at the State Talent Show she dumps
Mark for her chance at showbiz stardom. Mark rapidly goes from High School hero to
High School zero. His garage band buddies rally around him and soon a plan for
revenge is hatched to change their grunge band to a boy-band and snatch the Talent
Show title from Shannon’s Candy Girls.
There’s just one small problem... the boys can’t dance. Mark enlists the help of the
ultra talented new girl Ella to help with their boy band make over and sparks soon fly.
Can Mark get the girl, get the Grand Prize and get even with the scheming Shannon?
It’s anyone’s guess as the countdown to the Grand Finale begins.
Come and have a blast from your past as we take you through the time when
scrunchies were essential and there was no such thing as too much denim, in this
great Pendle Hippodrome Youth Theatre production.

CHANGE OF VENUE
The Pendle Hippodrome Youth Theatre is now officially based at
Pendle Hippodrome Theatre, New Market Street, Colne.
Unfortunately some Sunday morning rehearsals cannot be held at the Theatre
due to the Theatre being pre-booked or in use for other functions, shows and
private hires and the Craft Fair in November which takes several weeks to set up
and runs for 10 days including 2 Sundays.
Until Christmas the Youth Theatre rehearsals for ‘POPSTARS’ will be held at the
usual times at Encore Dance Studios on Great George Street which is directly
opposite New Market Street on the opposite side of Albert Road .
For parent information: There is a free Car Park opposite Encore Dance Studio
to drop off and pick up your children whichever venue they are attending.

Theatre Company News
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An introduction to ‘Our House’ the Madness Musical, the
Theatre Company’s Spring 2019 production, will be held on

Monday 15th October at 7.30 pm
in the Theatre bar.
Revolving around the music of British band, Madness, ‘Our
House’ follows the exploits of London lad Joe Casey. On the
night of his sixteenth birthday, an over-excited Joe takes
Sarah, the girl of his dreams, out for a romantic evening. On a whim, he breaks into a
building development to show Sarah the view over north London. When the police
come Joe faces a tough decision: to run or give himself up. It is at this point that the
story splits in two as we follow the fortunes and misfortunes of Good Joe and Bad Joe.
The Production Team will be Director, Sam Crabtree, Musical Director Lisa Manley
and Dan Mason will choreograph the show. Rehearsals will be held on Monday and
Thursday evenings with some Sunday rehearsals nearer the show, at the Theatre
unless otherwise advised. Auditions will take place 11th November and requirements
will be outlined at the introductory evening.
Come along and join the cast.
Past, present and new members will all be welcome.
‘Our House’ is being staged Tues 19th to Sat 23rd March 2019
Note; Contrary to the last announcement in Footlight Forum and due to work
commitments Jack Herbert is no longer able to be Musical Director of ‘Our House’ .
Lisa Manley has kindly stepped into the breach to take up the Baton.

Pendle Hippodrome Theatre Company’s Annual
Grand Party Night and the 10th Anniversary celebration
of the formation of the Theatre Company
for all Company Members, Friends and family is to be held on

Friday 19th October 2018
at the Fence Gate Inn, Fence
Tickets are £25 pp.
A 3 course meal will be followed by dancing, games and a Disco.
NODA long service medals will be presented.
Please contact David Smith on 07969 788 240 to order your tickets
Note; All tickets must be ordered
and PAID in full by 5th October 2018
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Pendle Hippodrome
Youth Theatre Awards

Continued from page 1
The Hippodrome Youth Theatre
Awards Night was held at the Theatre
on Friday 14th September.
The Awards were as follows:►Noda certificates were awarded
for service to the Youth Theatre.
3 YEARS
Kira Royle
Molly Connelly
Kaden Doult
Eden Barrett
4 YEARS
Bridget Jones
Olivia Almond
Grace Mumby
5 YEARS
Grace Hall
Olivia Riley
7 YEARS
Ella Thompson
9 YEARS
Mollie Thompson
THE YOUTH THEATRE AWARDS
►Maureen Hopkins Award for Service
to the Youth Theatre: Marilyn Walton
►Vincent Waterworth Award for Most
Improved : Katie McMillan
►Thomas Wright Award for Young
Rising Star: Maddie Redman
►PHYT Female Theatrical
Endeavour Award : Grace Mumby
►PHYT Male Theatrical Endeavour
Award: Shaun McMillan
►Shirley Kenyon Award:
Bridget Jones
► Cecilia Harrison Award:
Lewis Gorton
CONGRATULATIONS TO
ALL THE WINNERS.

DID YOU KNOW?
When we have young people in a show,
either with PHTC or the Youth Theatre, by
law we have to have registered
Chaperones with them all the time they
are in our care. Each Chaperone is
allocated a specified number of children
and these have to be accounted for at all
times. They are booked in at the Theatre
door and can only be released to a parent
or guardian.
A Chaperone’s licence has to be renewed
every three years by LCC and
accompanied by a full Disclosure and
Barring Service (DBS) check.
Recently 13 of our Volunteers applied to
become Chaperones and a further
number, who could not attend the initial
session, will be applying later in the
month.
The Theatre would like to extend their
sincere thanks to all the people who were
willing to become Chaperones and give up
their time to act in loco parentis at the
Hippodrome.
They would also like to thank Angela
Schofield, Child Welfare Officer for PHYT,
for overseeing and arranging the
registration. Please contact Angela if you
are interested in becoming a Chaperone.

Les Miserables
Schools Edition
BASICs Junior Theatre
School are bringing their
celebratory
30th
Anniversary production of
‘Les Miserables’ to the
Hippodrome 9th to 13th October.
BUT you may need to storm the
barricades to get a seat. Tickets are
selling out very quickly although, at the
time of going to press, seats were still
available at some of the performances.
This will be a great show and well worth
the effort or storming those barricades.

ITS TIME FOR A DOUBLE CELEBRATION
PENDLE HIPPODROME THEATRE
IS IN A CELEBRATORY MOOD
It is 40 years since we purchased our wonderful
Hippodrome Theatre way back in 1978.
To celebrate this momentous anniversary we are holding a

Grand Party Night
at the Theatre on

Saturday 15th December.

There will be music and dancing on the stage with
The Swing City Big Band plus a Buffet supper all for the price of £10.
Everyone is invited Company Members, Youth Theatre Members,
Friends of the Hippodrome, friends and family, in fact anyone who
wants to come and help us celebrate.
Tickets will be available soon just ask
at the Box Office.
Full details will be in the December edition
of your Footlight Forum.

THEATRE COMPANY
CELEBRATION TIME
Formed in 2008 by the amalgamation of
St John’s Amateur Operatic and Dramatic Society and
Colne Operatic Society, Pendle Hippodrome Theatre Company is proud to be
celebrating 10 years of great shows, brilliant company, new friends,
loads of laughs and a Theatre Company to be very proud of.
A 10th Anniversary celebration dinner is being held at the

Fence Gate Inn on 19th October at 7.30 pm
and all past and current members are invited.
Make this a night to remember, meet old friends and
make new ones while you dance away the night
with our very own DJ and host Josh Hindle.
How to order your tickets and more details
are on page 7.
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THEATRE PEOPLE

It’s that time of year again when some
of our young people go off into the big
wide world to further their education.
George
Bailey
isn’t
straying far to further his
education.
He will be
attending the Burnley
Campus of UCLAN to study
Theatre and Performance.
He joined PHYT two years
ago and is a PHYT
Committee member. He is a regular
member of both PHYT and PHTC taking
main roles with both. He recently
appeared as Big Jule in ‘Guys and Dolls’
and played Rooster in PHYT’s ‘Annie’.
Dale Blackburn joined
P e n d le
H ip p o d r om e
Youth Theatre playing the
Cowardly Lion in their
production of ‘The Wizard
of OZ’. He played Daddy
Warbucks in this year’s
show ‘Annie’.
He has
also appeared with PHTC. He is now at
the University of Salford studying for a
degree in Drama with Performance.
Ella Thompson has been
associated with PHT since
she can remember. She is
one of the 3rd generation
of Thompsons and Hales
to be part of PHT. She is a
member of PHYT and
PHTC and has taken part
in too many shows to list.
Her last appearance on our stage was as
Grace Farrel in ‘Annie’. She is going to
the University of Salford to study
Business Studies.

Congratulations to you all and we
would like to wish you a bright and
glittering future

GOLDEN TIMES
Pam and Frank Lomax celebrated
their Golden Wedding Anniversary in
September. Frank has been on the
Hippodrome’s Board of Directors since
we bought the Theatre in 1978 and is
the Theatre’s Technical Manager.
Pam has also been on the Board and
they have both served as Chairman.
Pam is now on the PHTC Committee,
she also runs the Theatre’s Wardrobe
department and is Chairman of the
Craft Fair Committee. Both have been
involved with local theatre generally
for many years. (Note: the photo was
actually taken in black and white!)

BE A FRIEND
Would you like to become a
Friend of the Hippodrome?
Friends are a very valued part of the
Hippodrome and are kept updated on
events, news and gossip at the
Hippodrome via the bi-monthly theatre
magazine Footlight Forum. Donations
are a minimum of £10 per year and
you can find an application form in the
Theatre Box Office or download one
from our website. You will receive a
badge to wear whenever you attend
the Theatre and an invite to all the
socials and events organised by the
Theatre and Theatre Company.
Note: If you are also a Hippodrome
Steward you will receive, by post, a
separate list of upcoming events.

OUT AND ABOUT
PROMOTING OUR SHOWS
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Our Youth Theatre and Theatre
Company have been very busy
promoting ‘POPSTARS’
and ‘Guys and Dolls’.
The youngsters braved probably the only
rainy Saturday of the summer, to join the
Colne Gala procession through the
streets of Colne with their large purple
POPSTAR balloons. They sang at
the Blues Festival outside Riley’s
Bar and gave out balloons and flyers.
POPSTARS

Theatre Company members sang outside Riley’s Bar in the evening
watched by an appreciative crowd, and again handed out flyers promoting their show
The Youth Theatre joined in the fun when they accompanied members of the Theatre
Company to Trawden Show. Sheltered by their brand new gazebo, jointly owned by
the PHTC and PHYT, members of both groups sang, danced and handed out flyers
and had a thoroughly good time before the adults had to rush back to Sunday
afternoon rehearsal for ’Guys and Dolls’.
A fancy dress pub crawl organised by
the Theatre Company to promote ‘Guys
and Dolls’ was an adults only affair.
They distributed flyers in the pubs they
visited even pinning one to the dart board
in the Lamb Club. They started out at
the Thatch and Thistle, progressed through
The Pub Crawl
Barrowford and ended their evening at
Winston’s where they called it a day (they must be getting old lol) but an excellent
night was had by all.
Theatre Company members put up an eye catching display
in the glass house in the centre of town, and did you see

the huge billboard in Colne
for ‘Guys and Dolls’?
Well done everyone at PHTC
and PHYT. People can’t
complain that you don’t try to
promote your shows.
To see all the pictures enlarged and in colour visit our website version of the Footlight Forum

BASICS JUNIOR THEATRE SCHOOL
Tues 9th to Sat 13th October
7.30 pm + Sat Matinee 2.00 pm
Tickets £16 and £12
See page 2 for ticket booking details or see the
Basics Junior Theatre School website.
Saturday 17th Nov
to

Sunday 25th Nov

Entrance £1
FREE catalogue
FREE entrance
for Under 16s
See page 4

The tribute band who have celebrated the sights and sounds
of Pink Floyd since 2014
19th January 2019 at 7.30pm

PENDLE HIPPODROME YOUTH THEATRE

presents

Weds 20th to Sat 23rd February 2019 7.30 pm and Sat Matinee 2.00
PENDLE HIPPODROME THEATRE COMPANY presents

The MADNESS Musical Tues 19th to Sat 23rd March
See our website phtheatre.co.uk for all bookings and book online.
Ring the telephone booking number 01282 617315.
Call in at Central Garage Fence. Tickets on the box office.
Editor: Milly Greenwood Tel: 01282 690598 e-mail millyg@btinternet.com
Pendle Hippodrome Theatre, New Market Street, Colne, Lancs, BB8 9BJ
Tel. 01282 863210

www.phtheatre.co.uk
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