Pendle Hippodrome
Theatre
Lecture by Legendary Climber

October 2016

Classic Film Night
‘ Brassed Off’

Doug Scott
5th October
Tickets £20 7.30 pm

(15)

Proceeds to
Community Action
Nepal www.dougscottmountaineering.co.uk

comes to the Pendle Hippodrome Theatre

Tuesday 11th
to

Saturday 15th October
at 7.30pm - Sat Matinee 2pm

Adults £12 (£13.50 Fri & Sat)
Seniors & Under 19s - £9

basicsjuniortheatre.co.uk

Sat & Sun 11.00 - 5.00
Mon to Frid 11.00 - 7.00

Saturday 19th to Sunday 27th
November 2016

Pendle Hippodrome Theatre’s
Saturday 17th December at 7.30 pm

7.30 pm Nightly
Saturday Matinee 2pm

Call at Discover Pendle, Boundary Mill, Vivary Way Colne
Ring the telephone booking number 01282 856186
Book online at our website phtheatre.co.uk
Tickets available on the door
Editor; Milly Greenwood Tel: 01282 690598 e-mail millyg@btinternet.com
Pendle Hippodrome Theatre, New Market Street, Colne, Lancs, BB8 9BJ
●●●●●●●●●●

It was ‘standing
room only’ as
the most popular acts took to the stage. The Theatre was filled to capacity.
The music and applause rocked the rafters of our wonderful Theatre as the
crowds enjoyed the bands on stage. Everyone enjoyed the venue and the
praise expressed to our many volunteer staff by some of the thousands of
visitors, not only the about the Theatre but the whole experience at the
Hippodrome, was tremendous. The Hippodrome was a Great British Stage.
See page 3 for a full report and the website for more pictures.

7.30pm Tickets £5

Basics Junior Pendle Hippodrome Theatre
Theatre School

The Great British Rhythm and Blues
What a
glorious
Bank
Holiday
Weekend
the Great
British
Stage at
the Pendle
Hippodrome
Theatre
turned out
to be.

22nd October

Tel. 01282 863210

www.phtheatre.co.uk

Registered Charity No: 513275 Limited Co: 1664358

Booking
Arrangements for ALL
Pendle Hippodrome
Shows
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DIAMOND WEDDING

DISCOVER PENDLE
Boundary Mill Stores
Vivary Way Colne
Just call in to book your seats
Or ring 01282 856186
Open daily 10 am to 8 pm
Sundays 11 am to 5 pm
Booking Fee Applicable

Theatre plan available

ONLINE
LOG IN TO www.phtheatre.co.uk
Follow the Online Booking
Instructions

Theatre plan available
Online Booking Fee Applicable

AT THE THEATRE
THE THEATRE BOX OFFICE
WILL BE OPEN FOR BOOKING
FOR A FEW WEEKS BEFORE
SHOWS ON WEDNESDAY,
FRIDAY and SATURDAY
10.00 am - 1.00 pm
Call in and book your seats or ring
on 01282 863210 during
opening hours. NO Booking fee
See website for more details

CALL or RING
Central Garage Fence
Call in and book your tickets or ring
01282 617315
NO Booking Fee

ON THE DOOR
COME ALONG TO ANY
PERFORMANCE AND BOOK AT
THE THEATRE BOX OFFICE

On 1st September 1956 Miss Doreen
Harwood married Mr Keith Walmsley at
Carr Road Methodist Church Nelson. 60
years later, after a long and happy
marriage, they celebrated their Diamond
Wedding Anniversary with family and
friends at the Higher Trapp Hotel in
Simonstone. Doreen and Keith are both
Friends of The Hippodrome.
Keith and
Doreen met at ballroom
dancing lessons when they were
teenagers and have carried on dancing
together through out their married life.
They both joined St John’s AO&DS in
1953 for the show ‘Wild Violets’ where
Doreen, who’s parents were well known
for singing duets, joined the chorus. Keith
asked what St John’s were short of, and
was chosen as a dancer!
At their
wedding in 1956 a song from Brigadoon
was played and St John’s members in the
congregation sang along.
Keith was Chairman of St John’s for over
4 years in the late 1960s and early 1970s
and they have always had a keen interest
in local Theatre. Their granddaughter
Hannah is studying Stage Management at
Rose Bruford College and Keith and
Doreen are delighted that she is carrying
on the family tradition in the Theatre.

CONGRATULATIONS
AND MAY YOU HAVE MANY MORE
HAPPY YEARS TOGETHER

The British Rhythm and Blues Stage at The Hippodrome
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On Friday 26th August the doors of
the Hippodrome opened at 7pm with
the first act due on stage at 8pm for
Colne’s 2016 Great British Rhythm
and Blues Festival.
The first 9 rows of seating had been
removed from the stalls to allow
people to stand or dance and enjoy
the vast variety of acts performing on
The Great British Stage.
Our
volunteer staff turned out in force and
at 7.30 pm there seemed to be more
Chiefs than Indians in the Theatre, as
the y s to od ar o und in the ir
Hippodrome Blues ‘Volunteer Staff ’
t-shirts, wondering what on earth
they had let themselves in for. At
around 8 pm the people started
arriving and by 8.15 pm the place
was absolutely buzzing. The
remaining seats and standing room
quickly filled with music lovers from all
over the country who had flocked to
enjoy the delights of the festival and
the Hippodrome Theatre. The whole of
the evening’s entertainment was
broadcast on Radio Lancashire
spreading our fame even further. On Saturday
and Sunday the doors opened at 1 pm and
closed at midnight with Monday 1 pm till 6 pm.
Sunday was only what your editor could call ’manic’
with over 2,500 people entering the Theatre (not all at
once I might add). The bar and catering staff had no
time to stand around as they served the never ending
stream of hungry and thirsty music lovers. It all
seemed very strange to our Stewards as people were
allowed to take drinks and food into the auditorium
and, providing they had a British Stage Badge, could wander in and out as often as
they liked. There were Security Guards on the doors (supplied by Pendle Leisure)
to make sure everything ran smoothly and to clock the numbers in and out so we
knew when the Theatre reached capacity audience, which it did on a couple of
occasions. It was a new and very exciting experience for all our staff and the
Board of Directors would like to express their sincere thanks to all the people who
helped in any way. Between us we spent over 800 manpower (and woman power)
hours to make this new venture such a success and what an enjoyable weekend it
was. A HUGE THANK YOU TO YOU ALL.
(more photos on the website)
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Aiden Thomas Cox

Dan and Catherine Cox are delighted to announce the
arrival of their second son Aiden Thomas. A long awaited
brother for Edwin. Aiden was born on 29th July and
weighed in at 8lb 7oz. The whole family are thrilled to
welcome Aiden including, proud grandparents Liz and
Alan O’Connell and Donald and Sandra Cox, great
grandma Olwyn Riley who is a Life Member of the Theatre
Proud Grandma Liz
Company and uncle Simon and aunty Helen Cheung, who
Great Grandma Olwyn
is to choreograph ’The Pajama Game’. Catherine has
with Aiden and Edwin
been a member of PHTC since she was a child taking
many leading roles and has choreographed several of our shows. Dan is a talented
musician and has been a musical director for the Theatre Company. Liz is the
Theatre Company's Wardrobe Mistress and is a member of the Theatre Company
Committee. Donald and Sandra, Liz and Olwyn are all ‘Friends of the Hippodrome’.
,.

Lilianna May Jackson
Simon and Lauren Jackson are thrilled to announce the birth of
their daughter Lilianna May Jackson who weighed in at 8lb 6oz
on the 14th September. Simon and Lauren are both passionate
about local Theatre and met when they were rehearsing for a
production in Oswaldtwistle. Simon most recently played the
part of Kenikie in the PHTC’S production of ‘Grease’.
Lilianna is another child who will inherit a long tradition in local Theatre. She is the
first grandchild of Theatre stalwarts Barry and Andrea Jackson and niece for
Simon’s twin brother Craig. Simon and Craig have been involved with PHTC since
they were children as were their own parents and grandparents before them.

The Annual Hunt
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The day dawned reasonably bright, well as bright as a typical English summer day
could be, for the Annual Pendle Hippodrome Theatre Company Treasure Hunt.
The good people of Fence and Newchurch must have wondered what was
happening when over 30 Theatre Company members, Friends of the Hippodrome
their families and various dogs descended on their tranquil villages to take part in
PHTC’s annual event. The graveyard at Newchurch has probably never been so
populated (by living beings) or so many gravestones read and pondered over.
The hunt was set and marked by one of last years winners Barry Jackson and
tested by his wife Andrea. A big thank you to Barry and Andrea. It was a great
Treasure Hunt and everyone enjoyed trying to find the answers although there were
a few baffled and bemused faces to be seen on route as everyone tried their best to
solve the clues.
The hunt was followed by a very
enjoyable BBQ at Roughlee Village
Hall which was prepared by Joe
Whittam, David Miller, Betty
Bannister, and Dorothy Broughton,
with help from other members of
the Company. A big THANK YOU
to all of them. The Hunt was won
by Claire Whittam and Neil Goodall
who were rewarded with a prize of
wine and chocolate and the extra
The hunters with the winners (front)
special honour of setting next
Claire Whittam and Neil Goodall
year’s Treasure Hunt.

CONGRATULATIONS TO BOTH FAMILIES
Basic’s Junior Theatre School

Every Little Helps!

presents

When Keith Walton arrived at the Theatre one morning
for one of his many working visits he noticed a Tesco
trolley in New Market Street in front of the Theatre.
Fearing it could roll or be pushed down the street
causing damage he moved it round the back of the
Theatre into the yard. There it stayed for a few days
complete with the £1 coin still in place.
Knowing that the Theatre is always after new fundraising
Joe and the trolley
ideas I volunteered to push the trolley back to Tesco and
recover the £1 for Theatre funds. Never being one to miss a bit of publicity I asked
David Miller (our resident Stage Manager) of Miller Photo-graphics, to take a picture
before I set off. Tesco trolleys are not designed for bouncing up and down kerbs
and cobbled streets but after a rattling good push I reached journey’s end to claim
the prize. It may not solve all the finances but ‘Every Little Helps’.
Kind Regards - Joe Winkley
Editors Note; The £1 is now safely deposited in Theatre funds.

Thanks Joe!

‘LITTLE SHOP OF HORRORS’
When floral assistant Seymour
stumbles across a new breed of plant
he names it "Audrey II" This foulmouthed R&B-singing carnivore
promises unending fame and fortune
as long as Seymour keeps feeding it,

HUMAN BLOOD.
The deviously delicious smash hit
comedy sci-fi musical comes to the
Hippodrome Tuesday 11th to
Saturday 15th October at 7.30 nightly
with a Saturday matinee performance
Remember
at 2 pm.
DON’T FEED THE PLANT!
Ticket Booking - See page 2

Another great Classic Film
Night is on at the
Hippodrome Cinema on
22nd October featuring
‘Brassed Off’ starring Pete Postlethwaite,
Ewan McGregor, Stephen Tomkinson and
Tara Fitzgerald.
The film was released in 1996 and tells
the story of a coal mine in Yorkshire
which may be closing, meaning the end of
the miners' brass band. It is a typically
British bitter sweet comedy with some
great brass band music.
(Contains some bad language)
Tickets are £5 See page 2 for booking
details or just come on the night.
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Youth Theatre News

Theatre Company News
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30TH ANNIVERSARY GRAND PARTY NIGHT

COME AND HELP US CELEBRATE
Herbert, the Pendle Youth Theatre mascot, is all
dressed up in his best ’Elfy’ costume and can’t wait
for his next big production ‘ELF’ which will take to
the Pendle Hippodrome stage in January 2017.

HERBERT Herbert, and the rest of the Youth Theatre, have
begun rehearsals again after their summer break and a series of workshops and
they are all working really hard, as well as having lots of fun, in this fantastic
seasonal show.
The show is Directed by Josh Hindle with Gillian Mason as Musical Director and
Cathryn Osborne is choreographing all the dances for Santa’s Little Helpers
Tickets will be on sale soon. Check your newsletters for dates, see the
Hippodrome website or ask any Committee Member. Merry Christmas!

AN HONOUR
Earlier this year Pendle Hippodrome Youth
Theatre’s production of ‘Phantom of the Opera’
won Best Youth Production at the NODA North
West Awards Evening which were held at the
Mercure Hotel in Manchester in April 2016.
The Award was one of many received by The Youth Theatre for their ‘Phantastic’
Phantom which was staged at the Hippodrome in February 2015.
Now the Youth Theatre has been Awarded another honour as they have been
asked to provide the cabaret for next years NODA North West Awards ceremony
which will again be at the Mercure Hotel in Manchester in May 2017.
CONGRATULATIONS - I’m sure you will do us all proud.

Table Top Sale
The Youth Theatre would like to thank all the people who
either took out a ‘Table Top’ or came along to browse and buy
at their recent Table Top Sale. A constant stream of people
came through the Ambulance Hall doors and the ‘Top’ holders
were kept busy all day.
The Sale raised around £200 for Youth Theatre funds towards the staging of
‘Elf’ in January. Thanks to all the helpers, the parents and most of all the Youth
Theatre members who yet again did a great job.

Pendle Hippodrome Theatre is celebrating
30 years since the re-opening of the Theatre in 1986.
WITH A

‘GRAND CEILIDH NIGHT’

at Nelson Cricket Club
featuring ‘Frolicking Pete and the Fumbling Fingers’
on Saturday

29th October at 7.30 pm

This is a party for all, Youth Theatre, Theatre Company, Theatre
folk, Friends of the Hippodrome and everyone’s family and friends.
If you don’t want to dance come along and join in the celebrations,
meet old friends and make new ones, everybody is welcome.
As it’s Halloween (or almost) there is a Halloween fancy dress
competition (optional) with a prize for the winner.

Tickets are just £15 which will include supper
of a Hot Mock Hog Roast
To order your tickets ring Milly Greenwood on 01282 690598
or ask any Theatre Company Committee member .

Coming to the PENDLE

HIPPODROME THEATRE in March 2017
Rehearsals have just begun for the fabulous Broadway
hit comedy musical ‘The Pajama Game’ BUT there’s still
time to come along and be part of this wonderful show.
The show contains the classic songs ‘Hey There You With
The Stars In Your Eyes’, ‘Once a Year Day’, ‘Steam Heat’
and the unforgettable ‘Hernando’s Hideaway’.

The production is Directed by Stephen Burrows, with Musical
Director Lisa Manley and Choreographed by Helen Cheung. It’s a great singing and
dancing show for everyone and new members will be very welcome, but all cast
members must be over 16 years of age and have left school (year 11) by July 2016.
The first rehearsal will be held at Colne Ambulance Hall on Thursday 6th October at
7.30 pm. There will be no rehearsal on 13th October. Full rehearsals will begin on
Mondays and Thursdays from Monday 17th October 7.30 at the Ambulance Hall.
Come along and join the fun.
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ANNUAL ARTS CRAFTS AND GIFTS FAIR 2015
Saturday 19th to Sunday 27th November.
Open - Monday to Friday 11.00 am to 7.00 pm
Saturdays and Sundays 11.00 am to 5.00 pm

CRAFT FAIR
SALE POINT STAFF
AND DOOR STAFF

Once again we have a great Craft fair in store. There will be many old favourites
but also some new and unusual crafts. We already have a full list of exhibitors and
a waiting list for stalls. However, if you know any crafty person who has something
different to offer please let us know and we’ll put them on the waiting list as we do
get cancellations. The Craft Fair Committee this year is Chairman Pam Lomax,
Secretary Sheila Keogh, Treasurer Milly Greenwood, Committee: Shirley Kenyon,
Jen Lomax, Brenda Maylor, Janet Warburton, Janette Horsfield and Sue Anderson.
See any of the committee or ring Pam on 865337 or Sheila on 615787 for more
information.
We will be open from 11.00 am every day and will finish at 7.00 pm during the
week and 5.00 pm at weekends. The food will be served from 12.00 noon.

Jen Lomax is doing the rotas
for the nine days of the Craft
Fair this year so if anyone would
like to volunteer please give

The Craft Fair is the Theatre’s major fund raiser which helps with the upkeep and
maintenance of the Hippodrome. You don’t need to be interested in Arts and Crafts,
we need everyone’s help. It takes the whole of November to set up, run and take
down again so all volunteers are welcome.
SETTING UP: Men, could you help with setting up? Come along on Sunday 30th
October from 10.00 am and help us get out all the equipment out of the container
in the yard. Men particularly required as this is heavy work. The team will be there
setting up every Mon, Tues and Wed from 7pm and Sat and Sun from 10am.
There will be some daytime sessions for our retired or leisured members.
STRIPPING OUT: We will be dismantling all the craft fair stalls, lighting and
equipment from Mon 28th November at 7.00 pm to get it all down and back in the
containers. Just turn up or you can check with Keith, Kevin, Frank or David to see
what there is to do and the times you will be needed.
CHECKING IN: We will be checking in all 95+ exhibitors on Weds 16th and Thurs
17th November from 12.30 pm to 7.30 pm in the evening. Every item for every stall
has to be counted and checked in. Anyone who can help for a few hours during
those two days please let Pam know 01282 865337 or pam.lomax@btinternet.com.
Help is also required for checking out exhibitors on Mon 28th Nov 12.30 - 7.30 and
Tues 29th Nov 12.30 - 5.30.
CATERING: You can help by providing the catering committee with some of those
wonderful cakes, pies and quiches, soups, broth or chilli for our home made meals.
Check with Betty Bannister, Marilyn Walton or Dorothy Broughton to see what is
needed or ring Betty on 01282 868658. Please also let them know if you can help
behind the counter or clearing tables and washing up for an hour or two.
SALES STAFF: Everyone is welcome to volunteer but should be age 18 or over.

Weekdays 11.00 - 3.00, 3.00 - 7.00
Weekends 11.00 - 2.00, 2.00 - 5.00

DOOR KEEPER: The Doorkeeper sits at a desk in the box office, welcomes
people, takes entrance money and hands out programmes as people come in.
*See opposite page for more information on what is required and how to volunteer.*

Jen a ring on 01282 616376
PLEASE - RING NOW and
volunteer, it will save Jen
making hundreds of phone calls,
and you can choose your shifts.

SHIFT TIMES WILL BE (approx)

CRAFT FAIR STAFFING. The sale
point staff are our ‘shop assistants’
and take payment from our customers
and pack the goods. Don’t worry if
you haven’t done it before, new staff
will be given help and training.
Members and Friends, female and
male, are all welcome to volunteer but
should be age 18 or over. You do not
have to be a trained theatre steward.
————————

THE DOOR KEEPER: sits at a desk in
the box office, welcomes people,
takes entrance money and hands out
programmes as people come in.
———————

If you think you could cope with either
of these two jobs for an hour or two
please volunteer now so that we can
start to fill up our rotas for the week.
At any one time we need just one door
keeper and between 5 and 8 other
staff depending on the time of day.
You will get a break during your shift
and, as a perk, all staff get free brews.
The Craft Fair Committee members
are always about and will lend a hand
if you need it when it is busy and sort
out any problems or queries.

Summer Close Down
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Nothing stands still for long at the
Hippodrome and once again Summer
Close Down plans were quickly rearranged for more pressing matters to be
slotted into the busy schedule.
A temporary bottle bar was built at the
back of our bar area and the seats from
the emergency exits down to the
orchestra rail were removed to create a
standing area. More cabling had to be
installed in the pit for the amount of
speakers and equipment required and
the stage extension was built right over
the pit to give more space for the groups
and it hid all the seats we’d taken out.
But there was method in the madness for
as soon as the Blues had finished there
was a frantic dash to take up the old
carpet and replace it with a rather
splendid new one whilst the seats were
out. This proved a rather bigger job than
anticipated as the old carpet came up
fine but scraping off the underlay, which
was stuck to floor, was a nightmare. But
it was all eventually done and the seats
re-installed within the week ready for the
Dance Festival the following Friday.
Phew, the work never stopped!
The ladies of the Wardrobe Department
worked tirelessly to get their department
ready for another busy season with a
never ending amount of washing, ironing
and re-sorting the muddled rails of
costumes after 12 months of rummaging.
Many other tasks were undertaken, too
numerous to mention, and now it’s
onwards and upwards with a new season
upon us before anyone has had time to
turn round.
A big THANK YOU to all the people who
came along to help and if you would like
to join our team there is ALWAYS
something to do. Monday Evenings,
Stage Door from 7 pm.
.
We would love to see you.
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Away They Fly

Another year has passed, in Theatre terms, and as we all prepare
for the new season some more of our very talented young people are
to leave the nest and fly away into the world of Higher Education.

Laura Arkwright

Karen Wilkinson

Laura is going to Hertfordshire University
studying Business and she is hoping to go
to America when she has completed her
degree.

Karen is to attend the
Arts
Education
School in Chiswick
London
to
study
Musical Theatre.

Laura became a member of our Youth
Theatre when she was 10 joining her older
sister Kathryn on stage.

Sophie Counsell
Sophie is to attend Italia
Conti School in London
where she is taking a 3
year course in Professional
Dance. She is one of the
Theatre’s dancers. Sophie
played the part of Meg in
the Youth T heatr e’s
‘Phantom of the Opera’ and the lead
dancer in the Theatre Company’s
production of ‘Sweet Charity’. She most
recently took on the role of Cha Cha in
‘Grease’ earlier this year.

Chloe Richardson
Chloe joined our Youth
Theatre when she was
10 for their production of
‘Half a Sixpence’.
She has taken several
roles in Youth Theatre
shows including one of
the Opera singers in
‘Phantom of the Opera’,
and the piano playing
student in ‘High School Musical’
In September she is to attend Homerton
College at Cambridge to study Education
with English and Drama.

She took the leading
role of Sandy in the Theatre
Company’s production of ‘Grease’.
T h is wa s n o t K a r e n ’ s f i r s t
appearance on the Hippodrome
Stage as she had performed with
BASICs Junior Theatre School at the
Hippodrome in several of their shows
including ‘Anything Goes’ and
‘Joseph and His Am azing
Technicolor Dreamcoat’.

Lydia Hunt
Lydia is another
Youth Theatre
member
who
joined the PHYT
for
their
production
of
‘Half a Sixpence’
and has been a member ever since.
For the last 2 years she has been a
student at Burnley College Sixth
Form and was awarded Nursing
Cadet of the Year for Lancashire and
Cumbria. Our picture shows Lydia
receiving her Award

One dark Tuesday evening in September
our maintenance team turned up at the
Theatre at the usual 7.00 pm. They began
to dismantle the stage extension and erect
the steps for a school presentation which
was booked in the Theatre for the following
evening.
Around the same time members of the
Youth Theatre Committee were sitting
down for a Committee Meeting in the
Theatre bar.
Suddenly everything was plunged into
darkness as a lightening strike hit a power
line and the whole of Colne and the
surrounding area was devoid of electricity.
The emergency lighting in the Theatre
kicked into action and under its faint glow
the maintenance team strapped on their
head torches and carried on with their work
regardless, resembling a pack of one eyed
alien Cyclopes.
Undeterred by the raging storm outside the
Theatre the dedicated Youth Theatre
Committee members carried on with their
meeting standing around the counter in the
Box Office under the emergency light, and
the minutes were taken by torchlight.
The lightening may flash
and the thunder may roar
the wind may howl
and the rain may pour
but nothing stops the intrepid band
of Pendle Hippodrome Volunteers.

Saturday 17th December
at 7.30pm
Join us as Pendle Hippodrome
Theatre once again hosts
a fabulous night of entertainment
at their Christmas Concert
featuring
Colne Orpheus Male Voice Choir
PYO Music
and
Nelson Ladies Civic Choir
See the next Footlight Forum
or visit our website
for more details

PUB PROGRESS
At long last it’s ALL SYSTEMS GO.
An order has been placed for the
new pub roof and work will begin in
October (weather permitting).
Chimney stacks will be removed and
velux windows installed and
everything should be weathertight
soon, finger crossed. Photo’s soon!
Plus more good news! We have an
new willing volunteer who is
rebuilding the rather large hole in the
church wall and work is being carried
out as we go to press. Well done
that man! May the Force be with you.
That is our Theatre work force!

Well done everyone
DAVID SHAUN TONGE

She has spent the summer at Camp
America before continuing her
studies at University.

Congratulations to you all and
we wish you a bright and
glittering future
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Theatre People Do It In The Dark

PHYT Committee by Torch Light

DIED 7TH JULY 2016 AGED 56
It is with sadness that we report the
untimely death of David Tonge.
David was one of our occasional
Back Stage Staff and will be sadly
missed by all who knew him.
We would like to express our
sincere condolences to all his family
and many friends.

