June 2019

COFFEE WITH SHREK
Pendle Hippodrome Youth Theatre members stepped out into the sunshine
for a group photo during their Coffee Morning on Saturday 11th May. Inside
the Theatre people were enjoying coffee and cakes plus a tombola and more.
A total of £662.00 was raised towards Youth Theatre funds and the staging of
‘SHREK’’. A further £500 was donated by Santander by their Cash Match
scheme and their representative Ian (pictured on the left in the red T shirt)
came along to enjoy coffee and cakes with the gang.
A huge thank you to Santander for their very generous donation and to all the
people who came along to support the Youth Theatre at their fun filled Coffee
Morning.
‘SHREK’ is being staged 21st to 23rd June. See page 3 for the details.
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Booking
Arrangements for
ALL Pendle
Hippodrome Shows
AT THE THEATRE

THE THEATRE BOX OFFICE
WILL BE OPEN FOR BOOKING
Saturday mornings
10.00 am to 12.00 noon
and Sundays
10.00 am to 1.00 pm
until 23rd June
and then Friday and Saturdays
10.00 am till 12.00 noon
From 19th July to 2nd August
Call in and book your seats or ring
on 01282 863210
during opening hours.
NO Booking fee

ONLINE
LOG IN TO

www.phtheatre.co.uk
Follow the Online Booking
Instructions

Theatre plan available
Online Booking Fee Applicable

BOOKING OUTLET
Central Garage
Wheatley Lane Road
Fence
Call in and book your tickets
or ring 01282 617315
NO Booking Fee

ON THE DOOR
COME ALONG TO ANY
PERFORMANCE AND BOOK AT
THE THEATRE BOX OFFICE
TICKETS CAN BE BOOKED FOR
SHOWS AT ANY TIME THE
THEATRE BOX OFFICE IS OPEN

Introducing
PAUL MASON
David Slater recently stepped down
as NODA Area 3 representative
and will no longer be reviewing the
Hippodrome shows. We would like
to thank David for all his much
valued reviews and work over the years.
Our new NODA Area 3 representative is Paul
Mason and we would like to extend a very
warm welcome to Paul. He is no stranger to
the Hippodrome having directed ‘Don’t Dress
for Dinner’‘ the very first play performed by the
newly formed Pendle Hippodrome Theatre
Company in June 2009.
“I am delighted to be the new district 3 Rep.
I am looking forward immensely to seeing as
many diverse productions as possible over the
next few years.
So who am I? Some of you may know me
from the 25 years I spent with Blackburn
Drama Club for whom I directed or acted in
many plays. My parents brought me up in
amat e ur
t he atr e
an d
I
att end ed
Birmingham University studying drama and
theatre arts, leaving with a special honours
degree. While at Uni a small group of us
formed "Jubilee Arts". We were lucky to have
Victoria Wood amongst us as a writer and
performer. I have had various jobs in my
career, all the time I continued my interest in
amateur drama eagerly joining up with the
local group wherever I found myself. I have
also directed professional shows down the
years. As a director, chairman and manager of
the Empire Theatre, Blackburn I kept my hand
in at the coal face as it were. I can not believe
it was ten years ago that I directed the NODA
award-winning comedy "Don't Dress For
Dinner" for this society. You never asked me
back (lol). !!!!!!! Now retired I set up Blackburn
Cathedral Community Theatre Group last
year.” There is much more to Paul’s
distinguished career but you will have to chat
with him to find out!
Welcome to Pendle Hippodrome Paul

Friday 21st to Sunday 23rd June 3
with performances
Friday 21st June
Evening 7.30 pm
Saturday 22nd June Matinee 2.00 pm
Saturday 22nd June Evening 7.30 pm
Sunday 23rd June Matinee 2.00 pm
The message of accepting creatures, no matter how different, so long as they are
respectful and kind to one another is told through the story of Shrek The Musical Jr.
and it is coming to the Pendle Hippodrome courtesy of our very own Pendle
Hippodrome Youth Theatre.
Shrek the Ogre leads the
cast in this ’Big Bright
Beautiful World’’ and is now
about to enter the Pendle
Hippodrome Theatre with his
cast of fairies and storybook
characters on an adventure
to rescue a beautiful Princess
and gain true acceptance, in
this fun show for all the
family.

Some of the SHREK cast

“Once upon a time, in a far
away swamp, there lived an
ogre named Shrek. One day
Shrek finds his swamp invaded by banished fairytale misfits who have been cast off
by Lord Farquaad, a tiny terror with big ambitions. When Shrek sets off with a
wisecracking donkey to confront Farquaad, he's handed a task – if he rescues feisty
princess Fiona his swamp will be righted. Shrek tries to win Fiona’s love and
vanquish Lord Farquaad, but a fairytale wouldn't be complete without a few twists
and turns along the way”. It’s not every day that a green
ogre with a diet of rats and toads, not to mention very
bad table manners is really the “Prince Charming” of a
fairy tale.

Don’t miss this great show

See page 2 for ways to book your seats
Tickets £12 Adults £10 Under 19’s £40
Family ticket (2 Adults + 2 children)
Group Bookings - Contact; gill.mason@live.co.uk

MP JOINS THE SHREK FUN
Our Member of Parliament for Pendle, Andrew Stephenson,
popped in to the Youth Theatre’s Coffee morning in May to join
the fun and meet the gang. He even had his photo taken in the
‘Shrek‘ photo booth. We hope you enjoyed your morning, a
welcome relief from ‘Brexit’! lol
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A SPECIAL EVENING FOR
FRIENDS OF THE HIPPODROME,
STEWARDS,
BAR STAFF AND
ALL HIPPODROME
VOLUNTEERS

On Friday 16th August there will be a
Special Evening for Friends of the
Hippodrome and ALL stewards, bar staff
and all other volunteers at the Pendle
Hippodrome Theatre.
There will be a free pie and pea supper
and a showing of John Morgan’s
latest film diary of the Theatre and a
full guided tour will be available for
anyone who would like to see the
backstage workings of our wonderful
Theatre. This will include the stage,
dressing rooms, fly gallery wardrobe
department, props, workshop, lighting
and sound etc. in fact all areas of the
Theatre will be on show. If you are a
Friend of the Hippodrome, Steward, Bar
staff, Ice Cream seller and usually work
Front of House or are one of our many
volunteers and have never been
backstage then this is a special insight
into what goes on behind the big gold
curtain! You may just want to refresh
your memory or catch up on the latest
improvements, then this for you.
If you volunteer and help at the Theatre
in any way you are invited to come along
and join us at 7.30pm and meet other
Friends of the Hippodrome and fellow
Stewards and Volunteers.

Wardrobe Closure Dates
Hi Everyone. Please make a note
The Hippodrome Wardrobe
Department will be closing for the
annual summer clean and sort out.
Monday 22nd July will be the last
day for hire and it will reopen at
7.00 pm on Monday 2nd September.

CANAL CRUISE
Tickets are going fast
for
the
T heatre
Company’s
annual
leisurely cruise and quiz along the
Leeds Liverpool canal on 5th July.
Cast off 7.30pm. Don’t miss the boat.
This is an excellent evening aboard the
Marton Emperor amongst excellent
company with a pie and pea supper
served by the crew and a fun quiz by
Geoff Horn to add to the enjoyment.
Everybody is welcome but numbers are
limited and tickets are going very
quickly and last year we ended up with
a waiting list! You must pre-book for
the Cruise as there is a strict limit to the
number allowed on board.
Tickets £12.50 per person available:Text Pam Lomax on 07969 066 396 or
ring Milly Greenwood on 01282 690598
email millyg@btinternet.com. (don’t
leave a message on Milly’s answer
machine please, email or speak to her.

NOMINATION
At the recent NODA North
West Regional Awards
Evening at the Mercure Hotel
in Manchester, Grace
Mumby
received
a
nomination for ‘Best Leading
Female in a Youth Musical’
for her role as Annie in the
Youth T heatre’s 2018
production of ‘Annie’.
This category is not included
in the District Awards so was
not reported in the Forum following the
District Awards evening in January.
Congratulations Grace.
Unfortunately we have to report that
Grace did not win the Award. However
it is a great honour to be nominated
and we wish her success in the future.

CHANGE OF DATE
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‘Last of the Summer Wine’
Due to the short rehearsal time and peoples’ work commitments the
Pendle Hippodrome Theatre Company Committee has decided to
re-schedule ‘Last of the Summer Wine’ and the play will now be staged
31st July to 3rd August 2019 at 7.30 pm nightly at Pendle Hippodrome.
This is a new stage adaptation of the timeless
television series ‘Last of the Summer Wine’
written specially for the stage by Roy Clarke.
Foggy (Steve Royle), Clegg (Terry Atkinson) and
Compo (played by newcomer to the Hippodrome
stage Dave Pilkington), are reunited for one last
adventure. Foggy has designs on winning the
affections of Constance, Nora Batty’s niece and
the long-suffering fiancée of the hapless Gifford
Bewmont. With the help of Clegg, Foggy invites
the ladies around for an evening’s entertainment
but the duo are unaware that a mysterious
flasher is stalking the local community.
The setting is in Clegg’s dining room, and
revolves around Foggy’s attempt to woo the
meek Constance (Angela Boult) away from
hapless Gifford Bewmont (Andrew Bell) to whom she has been engaged for fourteen
years. Foggy’s attempt to hold a soirée in an attempt to charm the woman of his
affection is hampered by Constance’s interfering aunt Nora Batty, she of the wrinkled
stockings, played by Marina Butterworth. Compo, who unexpectedly gate crashes the
soirée, and the catalyst “Flash” is the incursion of a comedy archetype in the shape
of a rain-coated flasher who is attempting to publicise his patented device for
obtaining inside leg measurements, played by Ryan Collett.
The play is filled with enough gags, one-liners and innuendos, written by the hilarious
Roy Clarke, to make anyone smile. It is an absolute classic tale of everyone's best
loved grumpy old men.

The play takes place at the Pendle Hippodrome Theatre
Wednesday 31st July to Saturday 3rd August
at 7.30 pm nightly
All Tickets are £7
Do you like our excellent ‘Last of the Summer Wine’ poster. The illustration was
spotted by Josh Hindle, who is directing the play. The artist is Leighton Noyes and
Josh contacted him to ask if we could use his image. He was more than happy for us
to use his painting and wished us well with the production. Many thanks Leighton.

6

Youth Theatre News
Annual General Meeting
New Committee

The Youth Theatre held their Annual General Meeting at Pendle Hippodrome
Theatre on Sunday 12th May. A report on the progress and achievements of
the Youth Theatre was given to the meeting up to 31st December 2018. A brief
outline of the Theatre’s Year was put before the members by Kevin Mason,
Chairman of Pendle Hippodrome Theatre Ltd Board of Directors.
The new Pendle Hippodrome Youth Theatre committee for 2019 will be:
Chairman: Julie Scott
Secretary: Gillian Mason
Treasurer: Marina Butterworth
General Committee: George Bailey, Jade Brett, Jill Harrison,
Francesca Harrison Bradley, Coral Rose, Angela Schofield,
Laura Schofield, Christine Spencer and Helen Spencer
Youth Representatives: Grace Mumby, Caeragh McCoy, James Crickmore
Board of Directors Representative: Paul Thompson
Note; All appointments are subject to approval by
the Theatre Board of Directors.

SHREK Goes to Colne Gala
If you watch the procession or venture onto the
Gala Field on 15th June don’t forget to look out
for Pendle Hippodrome Youth Theatre members
on their float promoting ‘SHREK’. They will be
there rain or shine (I do hope its fine for you all)
handing out flyers and waving to the crowds from their fabulously decorated float.
Say ‘Hello’ and give them a wave.
If you have ever fancied joining the Youth Theatre, you do have to be 10 or over,
then why not find them on the Gala field and just ask what is involved, they will be
very happy to help. You won’t be able to miss them, some of them are green!

SHOW 2020
The next show for February 2020 has not yet been finalised but we will be able to tell
you what it is in the next issue of Footlight Forum so ‘Watch This Space’. The first
rehearsal for the new show will be at Encore studio on Sunday 30th June at 10.30
and casting will begin soon.
New members are always welcome so if you would like to join our fun packed Youth
Theatre just come along Sunday mornings and join the gang. See the Pendle
Hippodrome Youth Theatre Facebook page or their page on the Theatre website
www.phtheatre.co.uk for all the details.

Theatre Company News
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Pendle Hippodrome Theatre Company’s September show

is now cast and rehearsals are well under way.
CAST
Laurie - Catherine Cox
Curley - Matt Whatley
Aunt Ella - Julie Cummings
Ado Annie - Jess Baldestone
Jud Fry - Damian Marsh
Ali Hakim - Riz Riley
Andrew Carnes - Eric Beardsworth
Gertie Cummins - Sophie Greenwood
Will Parker - David Smith
Ellen - Natalie Coe Kate - Amy Prendergast
Sylvie - Mollie Thompson Armina - Lucy Read

After years of trying to get the performing rights for the fabulous musical ‘CHICAGO’
Pendle Hippodrome Theatre Company are very proud to announce that in March
2020, finally, ‘CHICAGO’ will be coming to the Hippodrome stage.
In order to secure the performing rights to this show the Committee had to agree to a
few performance restrictions. Only 300 seats per night will be available for the show
and there will be no matinee performance. Meaning if you want to come along to see
‘CHICAGO’ it won’t take long for the 300 seats per night to be snapped up so you will
need to book early.
At the time of going to press the Production Officials for the show have not been
confirmed but as the saying goes ‘Irons are in the Fire’.
An introductory evening and rehearsals will begin in October following ‘OKLAHOMA’
and dates and further details will be announced on Facebook and in Footlight Forum
so watch this space.
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Pendle Hippodrome Theatre Ltd. Board Report 2018

During 2018 the board of directors worked extremely hard ensuring the
Theatre was adequately maintained, improved where required and fit for all
hirers requirements.
I have stated in some of my previous reports that the last year was an
extremely busy one, 2018 was no exception. There was no let-up in bookings
or enquiries, I think I should start by reporting the last year as being normal.
The regular bookings that we have plus the one offs mean the Theatre is
running at very near capacity with the resources we have at our disposal.
The added complication of having the Theatre Company and the Youth
Theatre rehearsing in the theatre on a regular basis adds to the logistical
problems in ensuring the Theatre is prepped ready for our hirers. But it is
wonderful to see the building being fully utilized for the purpose it was built
In addition to the income from theatre hire our major income again came from
the craft fair, wardrobe dept and the blues festival.
The hardworking team that helps put together and organise the craft fair
again ran a very successful event and after a slight dip in profit in 2017 I’m
glad to report the profit was back up in 2018.
The wardrobe department seems to get busier every year and again
increased its profit for the year.
The decision taken in 2017 to allow drinks into the auditorium during
performances is proving very popular and we are seeing increased takings at
the bar.
Some of the Key improvements and expenditure on equipment in 2018
include:











Boiler house re-painted
A training course for the sound desk was held for some of the technical team.
All the usual annual safety checks completed
Door closers linked to the Fire alarm fitted to auditorium doors
Supporting wall in the cellar has been rebuilt to strengthen the bar floor.
New microphone headsets purchased
Extra working lights suitable for rehearsals installed on stage
An underground pipe from theatre to stables installed to accommodate a
mains electrical cable
Stage store or props store show weeks has been fully decorated and has even
had the floor carpeted.
During the shutdown which we had in May last year number 1 lighting slot was
scraped and given a coat of fireproof paint followed by a coat of black
emulsion.
The stage floor was repainted several times.
/cont’d
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Cont’d.




The exceptional summer gave us the opportunity to paint all the exterior doors
and woodwork.
All the scaffolding fittings, which we have several buckets of, have been
cleaned, repaired and oiled
Following accidental damage the upstairs Ladies toilet this has had a full make
over

This is just a list of major tasks undertaken, many more routine jobs and
maintenance tasks have been completed which are far too numerous to mention but
still vital to the running of the Theatre.

Derby Arms
We now have completed plans drawn up and a cost estimate from a quantity
surveyor. The next stage is to seek out funding and apply to the council for planning
permission. The current estimate for all the work is around £1.25m so it’s vital that
we can get some funding in place to progress with this project.
Some work has been done over the last year however, the old bar area was cleared
to make way for a pop up shop for the Wardrobe dept to sell off some unwanted
items during the Blues weekend. Work has also just started to remove some
partition walls on the first floor.
Youth Theatre
Our Youth Theatre again put on an outstanding show in ‘Annie’. This is a very
popular show and this production was no exception with sell out performances on
some nights. Some of the cast received a NODA nomination for their performance.
As well as rehearsing for Popstars, the show that was performed in February 2019,
they also performed at charity concerts, held bag packing events and delivered the
usual Christmas cheer by carol singing around local care homes.
All the things I have just mentioned are not just done to maintain this wonderful
building or provide low cost Theatre hire for our local community, which they
obviously do, but also to provide the Theatre Company and Youth Theatre members,
the people who own the Theatre, with a venue to rehearse and stage for their
productions.
It is vital to enable us to continue that everyone offers their support when needed in
the running of other Theatre events. Stewards, bar staff and ice cream sellers are
always in short supply.
You do not need to be a Company member to do these tasks so if you can introduce
us to any relatives or friends who could help that would be great. It’s not arduous
work, after the basic safety training which is hoped will never be needed it’s very
easy especially now we do not have to police drinking in the auditorium. So if you can
do a little bit for us now and again or bring someone else along it would be greatly
appreciated and mean we are not relying on the same people all the time.
Kevin Mason,

Chairman.
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Ice Cream

The Pendle Hippodrome
Theatre was delighted by
the response to the
appeal
for
new
Stewards. An excellent
number of new volunteers came along to
the training session held after the AGM
in April. Thank you all.
As well as Stewards to man the Theatre
we also need ice cream sellers and tea
bar staff to serve refreshments at the
intervals at shows and events.
If you can’t make the early start required
by Stewards or can’t stay till the end of a
show then this could be the job for you.
You don’t have to come until after the
show starts and you can go when you
have finished after the interval.
Its just an idea but if you would like to do
this then just get in touch with Martin on
07976 733 995 or cleavermd@aol.com

NELSON LADIES CIVIC CHOIR
‘60 YEARS OF SONG’

Saturday 13th July at 7.30
All tickets £8

The next Secret Cinema
at the Theatre will be on
19th July at 7.30 pm.
I can’t disclose what will be
shown, after all this is Secret
Cinema, but it is a 2018
comedy/drama not to be
missed, that’s all we can say.
We are not permitted to
advertise the Secret Cinema
outside the Theatre but if you
would like to register at
bookings-pht@outlook.com
we will email you to let you
know what the next film is
Don’t miss it, come along
and join our Secret Cinema

and bring your friends.
BLUES
It won’t be long now until the Theatre
seats are removed and Colne’s Great
Rhythm and Blues festival is upon us.
Once again the Hippodrome will be
one of the main stages and it will be all
hands on deck for our happy band of
volunteers .
See the August edition of Footlight
Forum for more details.

SKYFALL

The concert is a celebration of the
choir’s 60th Anniversary. As well as the
Ladies Choir the concert will also feature
our own Pendle Hippodrome Youth
Theatre and Pendle Community
Orchestra. This is a charity event and
all proceeds will go to the local Pendle
Dementia Action Alliance’s Dementia
Hub at Walton Lane Day Care Centre.

Steve Royle would like to
say a massive ‘Thank
You’ to all the people
who supported him on
his recent skydive raising
funds for the North West
Air Ambulance Charity.
Steve said “It was THE single most
exciting and exhilarating experience of
my life!!! Was I nervous? You bet!!
Steve raised just over £1600 with his
dive. Thank you everyone who
donated and well done Steve.

It is with sadness that we report the deaths of
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David John White
23rd April 2019 Aged 87 years
David was a Life Member of Pendle Hippodrome Theatre Company. He joined
Colne Operatic Society in the mid 1970s and retired from the stage in 1989 after
COS’s ‘Beyond the Rainbow’. He was in the chorus of last show COS gave at the
Muni and again as a much valued member of the chorus in ‘Camelot’, the first
show to be presented at the newly refurbished Hippodrome in 1987. David loved
singing and was a member of the award winning Nelson Arion Male Voice Choir.
On his retirement as an engineer he became one of the stalwarts of our regular
maintenance team. He was also a great help on the cleaning front, helping to keep
the Theatre spick and span between shows. David was one of the Tuesday
morning crew who took on the endless task of refurbishing the Hippodrome seats
way back in 2012. If you went to the Hippodrome any working daytime or evening
session, David would be there in his boiler suit covering his collar and tie, he was
always noted for being a true gentleman and dressed for the part. More recently,
as his health began to deteriorate, he was appointed chief brass polisher of the
Hippodrome Theatre.
He was not only a backstage volunteer, he often worked Front of House selling
programmes, raffle tickets, ice cream or working behind the bar, all you had to do
was ask and David would be there.
David and his wife Doreen were also Friends of The Hippodrome and supported
the Theatre in any way they could.
He will be sadly missed.

Maureen Child
9th April 2019 Aged 87 years
Maureen joined Colne Operatic Society for their 1963 production of ‘Oklahoma’.
She was a member until her retirement following ‘The Gypsy Barron in 1979.
She was not only a chorus member with the Society but took on the role of Meg
Brockie in the Society's production of ‘Brigadoon’ in 1967 amongst others.
She was a very talented pianist and is fondly remembered for entertaining the cast
between Saturday Matinee and the Saturday Evening performances and
sometimes at the after show party, with a good old sing song around the piano.
Following her retirement from what would then have been the Muni stage she went
on to join Barnoldswick Gilbert and Sullivan Society for many years. She was a
staunch supporter of the Hippodrome and continued to come along to see the
shows until ill health prevented her from doing so.

We would like to express our sincere condolences
to all their family and friends

The George Michael Story
Friday 14th June Tickets £16 - £20

Doors 7.oo pm for
7.30 pm start

Tickets from www.ticketsource.co.uk/the-george-michael-story
Performances:- Friday 21st June
Saturday 22nd June
Saturday 22nd June
Sunday 23rd June

Evening 7.30 pm
Matinee 2.00 pm
Evening 7.30 pm
Matinee 2.00 pm

Saturday 29th June - 7.30 pm
Sunday 30th June - 2.00 pm

Saturday 6th July 1.30 pm and 6.00 pm

Nelson Civic Choir
Saturday 13th July at 7.30 pm

Also featuring Pendle Hippodrome Youth Theatre and Pendle Community Orchestra

Pendle Hippodrome Theatre

Friday 19th July
at 7.30 pm

FREE Film Screening

Register for details at

bookings-pht@outlook.com

Saturday 30th August 6.00 pm
presents

Wednesday 31st July to Saturday 3rd August

Doors 7.00 for 7.30

See our website www.phtheatre.co.uk for all booking details and book online.
Ring the telephone booking number 01282 617315.
Call in at Central Garage Fence or the Theatre Box Office during events.
Editor: Milly Greenwood Tel: 01282 690598 e-mail millyg@btinternet.com
Pendle Hippodrome Theatre, New Market Street, Colne, Lancs, BB8 9BJ

Tel. 01282 863210

www.phtheatre.co.uk and Facebook
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