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66 YEARS AND STILL COUNTING
They may only be young but these members of our Youth Theatre have
amalgamated an amazing 66 years NODA service between them. It works
out at over 2600 regular Sunday morning rehearsal attendances and
around 8000 hours spent at those rehearsals. Add to that the hours spent
’strutting their stuff’ show week that is an awful lot of dedication and
commitment by not only themselves but their parents who transport them to
and from rehearsals and support them in their chosen hobby.
They all received certificates to mark their achievements after the Friday
evening performance of their recent show ‘Footloose’. They are:3 Years Service: Alice Birt, Kane Carlile, Jake Cordeaux, James Hall,
Harley Horsfall, Brogan Riley
4 Years Service: Danielle Edwards, Stephen Collinge, Mollie Thompson
5 Years Service: Laura Arkwright, Maddison Pearson, Georgia Ranwell
Hannah Scothern
8 Years Service: Jessica Balderstone, Laura Schofield
CONGRATULATIONS TO THEM ALL
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Booking
Arrangements for ALL
Pendle Hippodrome
Shows

And They’re OFF!

DISCOVER PENDLE
Boundary Mill Stores
Vivary Way Colne
Just call in to book your seats
Or ring 01282 856186
Open daily 10 am to 8 pm
Sundays 11 am to 5 pm
£1 per Booking - Fee Applicable

Theatre plan available

ONLINE
LOG IN TO www.phtheatre.co.uk
Follow the Online Booking Instructions

Theatre plan available
Online Booking Fee Applicable

AT THE THEATRE
THE THEATRE BOX OFFICE
WILL BE OPEN FOR BOOKING
WEDNESDAY, FRIDAY
and SATURDAY
10.00 am - 1.00 pm
until Friday 7th June
Call in and book your seats or ring on
01282 863210 during opening hours.

ON THE DOOR
COME ALONG TO ANY
PERFORMANCE AND BOOK AT
THE THEATRE BOX OFFICE
BOOKING SECRETARY and OUTLET

Members and friends of Pendle
Hi ppodrom e T heat re Com pany
thoroughly enjoyed a ‘Race Night’
which was held at the Theatre in April.
As the horses galloped down the track
on the big screen, the cheers and
groans echoed around the auditorium.
Some were lucky and won, others
preferred to donate their money to sick
horses and donkeys! Lol! The punters
were treated to a pie and pea supper
at half time to keep up their strength.
One lucky punter was heard to remark
“I bet £13 on the races and came away
with a huge profit of 50p. This did not
go very far when a group of us toddled
across the road at the end of the
evening to ‘Spoons’. Never mind, at
least I still have my shirt”.
Ah well better luck next time and take
comfort from the old adage. There’s
no such thing as a poor Bookie (the
Bookie on this occasion was Pendle
Hippodrome Theatre Company).
Thanks to all those who attended
We hope you enjoyed your evening

‘DAD’S ARMY’

SNEAK PREVIEW

Booking Secretary 01282 612402
Evenings and Weekends only.
Call for block booking information.
Call in or ring BRAVO
12 Rainhill Road, Barnoldswick
01282 850720

Burnley Basics Junior Theatre School
will be coming to Pendle Hippodrome
Theatre in December 2013.
From 3rd to 7th their senior section
will present ‘Miss Saigon’
and from 12th to14th their juniors
will present ‘Annie’.
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PRESENT ARMS!
The lads of ‘Dad’s Army’ are all kitted out and ready to perform three hilarious
episodes of ‘Dad’s Army’ at the Hippodrome in June. They have been rehearsing
not only their lines but have been put through their paces as they learn the finer
points of ‘standing to attention’ and ‘presenting arms’. Of course ‘Jonesy’ is always
one step behind but that is all part of the fun.
The three episodes of the classic 1970’s BBC sitcom being staged are ‘The Deadly
Attachment’ in which a captured German ’U’ boat Captain asks ’What’s your name’
and ‘Captain Mainwaring’ answers “Don’t tell them Pike” (you must remember that
one)! The ladies will take to the stage in ‘Mum’s Army’ when the hapless platoon of
Home Guards invite the ladies of Walmington-on-Sea to ‘join up’ and bolster their
numbers. And it will be a sight to behold as the lads take up Morris Dancing in the
‘Godiva Affair’.
Its not only the lads who will be taking to the stage, there is a whole platoon of
supporting cast to amuse you, including the Vicar, the Verger and the ARP Warden
and of course the ladies.
The show is being staged from 5th to 8th June at 7.30 pm nightly
Tickets are £7
See page 2 for ways to book your seats
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Saturday 29th June at 7.30 pm
The glittering 24th Leader Times Stage
Awards evening, sponsored by Howard
Rigg, will be held at the Theatre on 29th
June 2013 and the much coveted,
prestigious awards will be presented to
the best productions and performers who
have graced the local stage in the last 12
months. Not just productions that have
taken place at the Hippodrome Theatre
but in the whole of Pendle.
Seven of our local Theatrical Companies
will take part and will present extracts
from their productions over the past year
and from those yet to come. Beverly
McKiernan of Colne Dramatic Society will
once again compere the show.
This year the Pendle
Hippodrome Theatre is
very proud to welcome
our
Member
of
Parliament for Pendle,
Andrew Stephenson, to
present the Awards on
behalf of the Leader
Times. Other Awards
Andrew
will be presented by
Stephenson representatives of the
MP
individual Awards.
The nominations for the Awards will be
announced in The Nelson Leader/Colne
Times the week before the Awards Night.
Note; Other Awards connected directly
with Pendle Hippodrome Theatre will not
be listed in the newspaper.
Tickets are £6 and can be purchased at
the Box Office every Wednesday, Friday
and Saturday 10 am to 1 pm until Friday
7th June and any night at ‘Dad’s Army’.
On the door at Awards Night or at
Discover Pendle, Boundary Mill Stores
Colne and online at www.phtheatre.co.uk
Note: Only seats in the stalls available as
the circle is reserved for performers.

Pendle Hippodrome Theatre Company
hope that the audience response to
their latest show ‘Sweeney Todd’ will
be as enthusiastic as that of their
members.
Over 80 of the most talented singers
and performers in the area attended
the introductory evening to ’Sweeney’
when it was held at the Theatre in
April. The show is now cast and a full
list will be published in the next
Footlight Forum. It will not only boast
a truly stunning ensemble but will be
brought to the stage by our Award
Winning production team of Director
Howard Raw and Musical Director
Lisa Manley.
Stephen Sondheim’s thrilling, chilling
‘Sweeney Todd’ which contains
every emotion of love, hate, anger and
regret is captured in this suspenseful,
heart-pounding masterpiece of
murderous “barber-ism”. Sondheim’s
stirring and haunting melodies will
echo around the walls of the
Hippodrome as ‘Sweeney’ takes his
revenge on not only the evil Judge
who wronged him but the unfortunate
customers of
“The Evil Barber of Fleet Street”.
But what to do with the bodies? The
resourceful Mrs. Lovett soon has the
people of London lining up in droves
at her shop due to her mysterious new
meat pie recipe!!! This show is not
only one of the best musical thrillers
ever written but a culinary delight of
the macabre.
Tickets will soon be available at the
usual outlets. See page 2.
Pie and peas will be served in the bar
after the show. Eat them if you dare!!

‘SINGIN’ IN THE SNOW’
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We knew something would go wrong!
All those umbrellas open indoors!!!!
But no one expected ‘Singin’ in the Rain’ to turn so quickly to ‘Singin’ in the Snow’.
The weather had been bitterly cold all show week and the forecasters predicted
heavy snow for Friday and Saturday. We hoped it was just a cautious warning, after
all this was the end of March. Unfortunately they were right (for once) and at around
5 pm on the Friday, as over 100 Cast, Crew, Orchestra and Front of House staff
were preparing to go to the Theatre for the evening performance, the heavens
opened and the snow began to fall.
BUT they show must go on! ‘Singin’ in the Rain’ was an absolutely cracking show
and after 6 months rehearsals and an investment of around 14 thousand pounds,
cancellation would have been disastrous.
Around 8 pm taxies and buses ceased to operate and New Market Street was a
slippery slide of snow and ice. The snow carried on relentlessly and by 10 pm, as
the show finished, Colne resembled Siberia.
Cars were buried in snow drifts on nearby car parks and only the main roads were
anywhere near ‘passable with care’. Even the motorway was down to a single
snowy lane. The usual Friday night after show revelry in the bar failed to
materialise as people hurried home. There were some hardy souls with four wheel
drives or nearby homes, who venture across the road for a short while to toast an
excellent show and then had a very snowy journey home.
Saturday was little better! The snow continued to fall but at least it was daylight
and the main roads were now ‘almost’ clear although parking was very difficult due
to the impassable side roads and the car parks being totally blocked by drifts. The
Matinee performance was well attended, considering the weather, as people
preferred to venture home in daylight rather than risk another horrendous evening
out. Luckily by 6pm the snow finally stopped but the artic conditions continued with
lying snow blowing around and the night becoming very icy. Saturday evening’s
audience was sadly depleted but no one could blame anyone for not venturing out
on such a night.
The Theatre Company would like to say a huge THANK YOU to our audiences who
braved the wind, snow and ice to support us. Your presence was more than
appreciated. We all should have been applauding you! We hope you all got home
safely and that the show was worth the tremendous effort you all made to get to
and from the Theatre.
Another big thank you to all the members of our fantastic Theatre Company, who
without hesitation offered lifts in any cars that would move in the snow, spare rooms
and sofas to those who lived too far away to risk a hazardous journey home; to
those who cleared snow from the street and the yard so we could all get in and out
safely, pushed cars out of drifts and just generally ‘pulled together’ in the appalling
conditions.
‘Singin’ in the Rain’ will be remembered for a long time, not only as a fantastic
show, but for a weekend of high drama and lots and lots of Snow.
P.S: ‘Dad’s Army’ is being staged in June and there are
no umbrellas that we know of!
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Youth Theatre News
New Committee

The Youth Theatre held their Annual General Meeting on Sunday 28th April at the
Ambulance Hall, Colne. A report on the progress and achievements of the Youth
Theatre was given to the meeting up to 31st December 2012. The Accounts were
presented and a brief outline of the Theatre’s Year was put before the members by
Kevin Mason, Chairman of Pendle Hippodrome Theatre Limited.
The new Pendle Hippodrome Youth Theatre committee for 2013 will be:
President: Cecilia Harrison Chairman: Beverley Hemingway
Secretary: Julie Scott
Treasurer: Jen Lomax
General Committee: Jackie Edington Russel Piercy Angela Schofield
Jenny Panesh Gill Cordeaux Phil Ely
Lisa Smith
Youth Representatives: Stephen Collinge Madison Pearson
Brogan Riley
Alice Birt
Board of Directors Representative: Dave Farrer

Thank You
The Youth Theatre would like to express their thanks Vice Chairman Gillian Mason
who has retired after serving 9 years on the Youth Theatre Committee. Her
services and valued contribution to the running of the Youth Theatre will be missed.
Jessica Balderstone, Laura Schofield and Marcus Geldard have also relinquished
their positions as Youth representatives on the Youth Theatre Committee.
The Committee would like to thank them all for their much valued service to the
Youth Theatre Committee.
After several weeks of workshops and
rehearsals for their performance with
Nelson Ladies Civic Choir on 22nd June it
was all systems GO as rehearsals for
‘Bugsy Malone’ began in May.
With splurge guns and custard pies at the ready the youngsters will have a field
day, although they won’t be using the real things until the show as it would be far to
messy for a normal Sunday morning.
The auditions will take place at the end of June and a full list of the cast will be
published in the August edition of Footlight Forum.
The Youth Theatre will be having a short break over the summer holidays then it’s
all hands to the pumps!! or the guns, for this absolutely brilliant show in February
2014.
The Youth Theatre will be taking part in the Leader Times Awards night, our very
own ‘Oscars’, which is being held at the Theatre on 29th June. They will be
presenting a short extract from their 2013 production ‘Footloose’ then you will be
able to catch a glimpse of the fantastic ‘Bugsy Malone’.

Theatre Company News
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Treasure Hunt and BBQ
Saturday 10th August 2 pm to 2.30 pm start
The Theatre Company are to hold one of their excellent, brain challenging Treasure
Hunts on Saturday 10th August starting between 2.00 pm and 2.30 pm. The hunt
will begin at Roughlee Village Car Park where you can collect your Treasure Hunt
sheet and begin your search.
Note: You will need a car to transport you to other clue locations.
This will be followed by a BBQ at Roughlee Village Hall. Full instructions on how to
get to the Treasure Hunt or the BBQ are available when you book your tickets so if
you don’t know how to get to either event just ask. If you cannot make the
Treasure Hunt you can just go to the BBQ, the price is the same. Please bring
drinks and a garden chair to the BBQ, just in case, by some miracle, it is warm
enough to sit outside!.
Everyone is welcome including Members, Friends, Youth Theatre Members
and everyone’s family and friends but please order your tickets.
Tickets are £4 per Adult, £2 for Children
£10 per family ticket (2 adults and 2 children aged 18 and under).

Saturday 12th October 2013
Pendle Hippodrome Theatre Company’s Annual Grand Party Night
is to be held on 12th October 2013 at the Calf’s Head, Worston
for all Company Members, friends and family.
There will be a 3 course carvery meal followed by
dancing, games and a Disco.
NODA long service medals will be presented.
If you think you are eligible for a Long Service Award please contact
Angela Boult to receive an application form.
See the August edition of Footlight Forum for all the details

This year’s Stage Awards Night will take place on 29th June
for further details see page 4 of this issue.
You will be contacted if you are needed to appear in the Pendle Hippodrome
Theatre Company excerpts which are being showcased at the Awards Night
or check the relevant Hippo sites on our Facebook page.
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PENDLE HIPPODROME THEATRE LIMITED
Trustees/Directors Annual Report
Year Ending 31st December 2012
Directors:
The Directors, duly elected by Pendle Hippodrome Theatre Company, met on
a monthly basis throughout the year to undertake the management of the charity.
Events:
It was said by some people that bookings are down at the Hippodrome and we
did not have much on. When I sat down and worked out just what have achieved
in 2012 even I was surprised.
The Theatre Company and Youth Theatre combined put on 24 performances
consisting of 3 full musicals, 1 musical review and 1 comedy play. Add to these
5 video nights, 3 members evenings, 5 social evenings plus rehearsals and
committee meetings, the Theatre has been well utilised by our members.
As well as these events we had to fit in Theatre and external events to generate
funds to keep the building running.
3 nights of panto
Several tours
Photo and video shoots
6 full days of Dance Festivals
A Ghost Hunting evening
The premier of our very own film ‘Nearer My God To Thee’ dedicated to
Wallace Hartley and the Titanic
6 separate evenings for school prize givings and concerts
The annual Stage Awards Evening
2 Open Days
9 full days and one evening for the Craft Fair
A Christmas Concert
And of course the Christmas party

·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·

We also hosted Steward training evenings, Bar Staff training, board meetings,
production meetings, weeks of preparation and cleaning. The wardrobe and
props departments opened at the very least once a week some weeks many
more, and all the essential and non essential maintenance work had to be
undertaken.
So you can see we have yet again been extremely busy during the year.
Technical and Maintenance
On the technical and maintenance side the following projects have been
completed during 2012.
·
·

The seat base re-upholstering was completed
The area around the sound desk was radically changed to allow a new
sound desk, radio microphone receivers and various amplifiers to be
installed. This new equipment cost us well over £10,000.
/cont

Annual Report/cont
·

·

·
·
·

A total refurbishment of the Gents’ toilet was done during the summer
shutdown and a partial redecoration of the Ladies became necessary
due to water damage following a major leak.
A major re-wire in the lighting box was completed to combine several
switch gear into one, this is unseen by the majority of people but is a vast
improvement.
Speakers have been permanently installed in the orchestra pit.
Stage and associated equipment underwent the annual clean and safety
checks.
Some new stage lights, an ice cream fridge and two extra 2 way radios
have been purchased.

This is just a list of the major work undertaken and many other tasks too
numerous to mention have been completed on a weekly basis. The list of jobs
waiting to be done is never empty and already this year 2 hazers and 2 smoke
machines have been purchased for stage, these with the aid of a 50% grant from
the Council. Work has begun on the refurbishment of the stage green room and
two bottle fridges have been purchased for there. This work on the green room is
not expected to be complete until after the summer 2013 shutdown.
The major sources of income for the running and upkeep of the theatre have
come from the Craft Fair, Wardrobe and the Bar. The Craft Fair again increased
its profit on last year to raise £11,000. A huge vote of thanks to all involved in the
running of this event from the Directors.
Youth Theatre
As mentioned earlier the Youth Theatre performed 4 nights and a Saturday
matinee of ‘Half a Sixpence’. This flourishing group continued its work to educate
and nurture young talent for the future of theatre in a series of workshops and in
rehearsals for the show ‘Footloose’ which performed to packed houses in
February 2013.
In between all the rehearsals several fund raising and social activities were
undertaken to raise vital funds.
o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o
All of the work/events which I have mentioned were undertaken by a relatively
small but very committed group of volunteers who give up hours of their valuable
time to keep the Hippodrome running, and the Board of Directors is extremely
grateful for their hard work and commitment. Any help from others is always
welcomed to lighten the load.
The Board of Directors would like to record their grateful thanks to all members,
helpers, hirers, Friends and visitors for their continued contribution to the
Hippodrome.
Prepared on behalf of and authorised by the Directors of Pendle Hippodrome
Theatre Ltd
Kevin Mason, Chairman. 2nd May 2013
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HELP!
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As you will have read in the Theatre’s Annual report there is
always something going on at the Theatre even when it is closed for
the Summer. In fact probably more goes on in the ‘Close Down’, than
any other time of the year.
This year the Theatre will close on 13th July and re-open on 1st September.
Wardrobe and props hire departments will also be closed. The last hire date is
Monday 15th July at 7.00 pm and we reopen on Monday 2nd September 7.00 pm.
One of the jobs being undertaken this year is the refurbishment of the ‘Green
Room’ the place where we all like to congregate backstage at show intervals.
Every year we ask the same question. Will you, yes we mean YOU, please give up
a precious few hours of your time and come and lend a hand at the Theatre during
the Summer Close Down? Everyone likes to perform on stage or attend the
Theatre but if it’s not maintained and kept clean and tidy there won’t be a Theatre to
go to!!!!!!!
We desperately need help. If you have any spare time please give Keith Walton a
ring on 01282 605538 or see him at the Theatre and he will let you know what the
plans are and how you can join in. You don’t have to be skilled in any particular
field as full instructions will be given, it can be as simple as passing nails to
someone to hammer in but the more helpers there are the easier a task becomes.
You don’t have to be a member of the Theatre, Friends or Theatre Company,
willing hands are welcome from any source and your help will be gratefully
appreciated. We are a friendly lot and you will be made very welcome. You are not
expected to work till you drop, breaks are taken accompanied by tea and biscuits
and a friendly chat and you can glean all sorts of Theatre gossip at the sessions.
People are also required to help clean the Theatre after the maintenance is
complete. If you think you can spare some time there are morning, afternoon or
evening working sessions. Keith is awaiting your call!!!! or just come along Monday
evenings (Stage Door 7pm till 9 pm) and see any of the maintenance team.

Nominations
T hi s
y e ar
P e n dl e
Hippodrome Theatre
Com pany
and
its
members were nominated in
the NODA North West regional
awards in 5 categories.
Unfortunately we have to
report that none of our
nominations went on to win an
Award.
Congratulations to all our
nominees. It is an honour to
be nominated and we will hope
for better success in the future.

Bon Voyage
Stephen Collinge, is one of the
young people featured on the cover
of this months Footlight Forum.
Stephen received a 4 year NODA
certificate for service to the Youth Theatre. Sadly
Stephen is to move away from the area shortly
due to his mother’s work commitments.
He has appeared in four Youth Theatre shows
and had just been elected as a Youth
representative to the Youth Theatre Committee
for a second term. Stephen will be making one of
his last appearances on the Hippodrome stage in
the Theatre Company’s production of ‘Dad’s
Army’. We would like to pass on to Stephen our
best wishes for the future.

Nelson Ladies Civic Choir

IN CONCERT
Sat 22nd June at 7.30 pm
The Nelson Ladies Civic Choir will
take to the Hippodrome stage in June
for an evening of glorious ‘Songs from
the Shows’. The evening will be
compered by Eric Beardsworth and
Stuart James.
They will be joined by our very own
Youth Theatre who will perform an
extract from their February show
‘Footloose’ and some very upbeat
music and dance numbers especially
put together by their choreographer
Helen Cheung.

Tickets - £7 and £5 concessions

Ring 01282 859650
or 01282 776998 to book
Proceeds are being donated to the
North West Air Ambulance appeal.

It is with great sadness that 11
we report the deaths of

William Hale
21st April 2013

Aged 82 years

Following the purchase of the
Hippodrome in 1978 Bill became part of
the restoration Team who brought the
Theatre back to life and its present glory.
For over 10 years after the re-opening of
the Theatre in 1986 Bill was a regular
member of not only the backstage staff
but the maintenance team at the Theatre
until his wife’s ill health prevented him
from regular attendance.
He was a founder member of Friends of
the Hippodrome and attended almost
every show and event held at the Theatre.
He had also acted as one of our Stage
Door Keepers.

----------------------------------------------

Colin Morris

T he
Theat re
is
opening its doors on
S u nd a y
1 s t
September for anyone
who would like come
and sample our hospitality and see
what goes on in our fabulous restored
Edwardian Theatre.
You can browse at your leisure with
one of the self guide sheets or a
member of our volunteer staff will
point you in the right direction. There
will be displays and demonstrations
throughout the Theatre and people on
hand to answer any questions.
If you can’t make it yourself you could
invite all your family, friends and
neighbours, the event is open to
anyone. It is entirely FREE OF
CHARGE and a very friendly welcome
is guaranteed. More details in the
August edition of the Forum.

1st April 2013
Aged 75 years
Colin appeared in the chorus of several
shows for Colne Operatic Society but
preferred to work quietly in the
background for the Society.
He took on the role as Colne’s Secretary
in the late 1960s and held the position for
many years. He will be remembered as
the ‘Perfect Gentleman’ and a very
efficient administrator.
Colin was Deputy Headmaster of Edge
End High School in Nelson. He was a
Friend of the Hippodrome for many years
and took an active interest in the Theatre,
regularly attending shows and events.
Both gentlemen were very active within
the Theatre over the decades.
We would like to express our sincere
condolences to all their family and
friends. They will be sadly missed.

Pendle Hippodrome Theatre
What’s On - www.phtheatre.co.uk
Pendle Hippodrome Theatre Company presents

Wednesday 5th to
Saturday 8th June
7.30 pm start - See pages 2 and 3 for details and ticket booking

Saturday 22nd June at 7.30 pm
The Ladies of Nelson Civic Choir with Conductor John Garrett and Accompanist Barbara Budden
Featuring Pendle Hippodrome Youth Theatre with excerpts from ‘Footloose’ and ‘Bugsy Malone’

Tickets £7 Concessions £5 Ring 01282 859650 or 01282 776998 to book
Concert in aid of the North West Air Ambulance — See page 11 for more details

Saturday 29th June 7.30 pm start.

All Tickets £6

Join us for the presentation of the Leader/Times Stage Awards
for all the best in local theatre. See page 2 and 4 for details
Sun 1st
September

Sat 7th - Sun 8th and Sat 14th - Sun15th September - more details later

This is our 25th year! Saturday16th to Sunday 24th November

Tues 3rd to Sat 7th December their Senior section will present ‘Miss Saigon’
and from 12th to 14th December their Juniors will present ‘Annie’.

TICKET BOOKING: See page 2 for full details
Editor; Milly Greenwood Tel: 01282 690598 e-mail millyg@btinternet.com
Pendle Hippodrome Theatre, New Market Street, Colne, Lancs, BB8 9BJ
Tel. 01282 863210

www.phtheatre.co.uk

Registered Charity No: 513275 Limited Co: 1664358

