Celebrating 25 years

June 2012

MEMBERS OF THE OFFICIAL PARTY WITH THE WALLACE HARTLEY DVD
The Deputy Mayor and Mayoress of Pendle Coun Asjad Mahmood and his
wife Samina, John and Margaret Morgan, Chairman of Pendle Hippodrome
Theatre Kevin Mason and his wife Gillian and Vice Chairman Keith Walton

A Night to Remember.
On the 14th April 2012, the 100th anniversary of the sinking of the RMS
Titanic, the Pendle Hippodrome Theatre was transformed into a full sized
cinema for the screening of the World Premier of ‘Nearer My God to Thee’ a
biopic of the life of Titanic Bandmaster Wallace Hartley who famously
played on as the ship sank into the icy Atlantic Ocean.
Wallace Hartley was born and buried in Colne and over 200 people
attended the premier of the film which was filmed by Pendle Movie Makers
members John and Margaret Morgan in conjunction with Pendle
Hippodrome Theatre members Keith Walton and Stuart James and Colne
Library Staff and narrated by television presenter Tony Livesey.
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Booking arrangements for ALL
Pendle Hippodrome Shows
DISCOVER PENDLE
Boundary Mill Stores Vivary Way Colne
Just call in to book your seats
or ring 01282 856186
Open daily 10 am to 8 pm - Sundays 11 am to 5 pm
(£1 per Booking Fee Applicable - Theatre plan available)
ONLINE
LOG IN TO www.phtheatre.co.uk AND
FOLLOW THE ONLINE BOOKING INSTRUCTIONS.
See the theatre plan and book your own seats.
(Online Booking Fee Applicable).

AT THE THEATRE
THE THEATRE BOX OFFICE WILL BE OPEN FOR BOOKING
WEDNESDAY, FRIDAY and SATURDAY
10.00 am - 1.00 pm Until Friday 8th June

Awards Evening
16th June on - Box Office open just Saturdays 10 am to 1.00 pm

Full Monty
See website, posters or local press for Box Office opening dates
Just call in and book your seats or ring us on 01282 863210 during opening hours.

ON THE DOOR
COME ALONG ANY TO ANY PERFORMANCE
AND BOOK AT THE THEATRE BOX OFFICE

BOOKING SECRETARY and OUTLET
‘FAWLTY TOWERS’
RING THE BOOKING SECRETARY ON
01282 612402 EVENINGS AND WEEKENDS ONLY
Call in or ring BRAVO - 01282 850720
12 Rainhill Road Barnoldswick

‘FAWLTY TOWERS’
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6th to 9th June 2012
At 7.30 pm nightly

Basil wreaks havoc in the Hotel Dining Room

Manuel tells Polly
he is worried
because Mr Fawlty
said he wanted to
use his pet hamster
to knock a nail into
the wall to hang the
Moose's head.

He’s Back!
Basil Fawlty will once again bring havoc and hilarity to the Hippodrome stage in
June when he stars in three more episodes of ‘Fawlty Towers’. He will insult the
Hotel residents, the staff and the guests in his own inimitable style as ‘A Touch of
Class’, ‘Waldorf Salad’ and ‘The Germans’ are brought to life by the cast in these
hilarious episodes of the 1970’s BBC sitcom. His wife Sybil will again have to
endure his endless tirades and total incompetence as the hapless hotel owner tries
to manage probably the worst hotel in England, if not the world.
Richard Sanderson again features as Basil and Marina Butterworth as his long
suffering wife Sybil. All the Hotel residents and staff have returned to replay their
roles with Danny Eddison recreating
the part of Manuel, Vicky Royle Polly, Dennis Royle - The Major,
Dominic Kimberlain - Terry the Chef
and Miss Tibbs and Miss Gatsby Milly Greenwood and Liz O’Connell.
The visiting guests at the hotel will be
played by various members of Pendle
Hippodrome Theatre Company and
the Director is Steve Grist.

TICKETS £6
SEE PAGE 2 FOR WAYS
TO BOOK YOUR SEATS

Sybil is not impressed by Basil’s
lack of knowledge of the ingredients
in a ‘Waldorf Salad’
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The Spirit world

Two very different evenings took place at the
Theatre recently to contact the Spirit World.
6th Sense Ghost Hunters held a paranormal
experience night and Andrea Jackson, our
very own Medium, hosted ‘An Evening with
Andrea’.

An Evening with Andrea

AND THEY WERE OFF
Over 50 people attended the Race
Night organised by Kevin Mason
at the Theatre in April. The four
Totes were busy for each of the
seven races which were shown on
the big screen in the auditorium.
The horses were variously
cheered, shouted at or bemoaned
and everyone had a noisy and
exciting evening.
Simon Jackson won the
accumulator and the whole race
tote for the last race was divided
between the winners.

Andrea (standing) with some of the
ladies who attended the evening.
An audience of over 60 men, women and
young people attended ‘An Evening with
Andrea’ in the Theatre Bar in April.
Her spirit guides brought forward several
people’s loved ones who had departed this
world for the next and Andrea’s abilities
astounded everyone as she relayed
messages from beyond the grave.

PARONORMAL NIGHT
The spirits of Mary, Rob and Alan made
contact with the living at the Theatre in
March.
They passed messages to the
people who were seeking paranormal
experiences through the medium of the ouija
boards which were set up in various parts of
the Theatre. Although our resident ghosts did
not manifest themselves some participants
saw shadows moving around as the ghost
hunters called on the spirits to reveal
themselves. There were tilting tables,
unexplained noises, sudden drops in
temperature and drafts from apparently
nowhere, all of which further enhanced the
feeling that the spirits were definitely with us!!

It was all very scary!

The Tote: “Place Your Bets”
Everyone enjoyed the pie and pea
supper which was excellent as
usual and there was a free
raffle. The bar did a roaring trade,
a good time was had by all and as
the Bookie always wins the
evening proved to be ’a nice little
earner’ for the Theatre Company.
By Pam Lomax
Editors Note; Incidentally, Pam did not
win on a single race and had to stay in
all the following week.

The Racing
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What a fantastic achievement
for Lisa Manley and Pendle
Hippodrome Youth Theatre
when she scooped the NODA
North West Award for ‘Best
Musical Direction of a Youth
Lisa
Theatre Production’ with ‘The
Likes of Us’ which was staged at the
Theatre in February 2011.
The Awards were announced at a
glittering ceremony at the Hilton Hotel in
Blackpool in May and the whole Youth
Theatre can be very proud of Lisa’s
achievement.
Condolences go to the other nominees
from the ‘Likes of Us’ but without their
wonderful singing and acting the show
would not have been such a success.
Unfortunately The Pendle Hippodrome
Theatre Company, who had two
nominations, did not win anything. But it
is an honour to be nominated and we
hope for further success next year.

Congratulations also go to Natalie
Gumede, who plays Kirsty Soames in
‘Coronation Street’. Natalie won the ‘Best
Newcomer in a Soap’ Award at the
National Soap Awards in May.
Natalie was born in Colne and trained as a
dancer with the Susan Chippendale
School of Dance. She appeared on the
Hippodrome stage on numerous
occasions with all our Societies, St John’s
AO&DS, Colne Operatic
Society, Freelance and
spent 4 years performing
with our Youth Theatre.
She won the Leader Times
Award for Best Young
Performer in 1996.
Natalie
Congratulations to both Ladies

25th to 29th September 2012
The expression ‘hold onto your hats’
will certainly be the ‘in’ phrase when
Pendl e Hi ppodrome Theat re
Company stage ‘The Full Monty’ in
September. The show contains a
virtual whirlwind of fabulous music,
laughter, tears and every emotion
under the sun. And the hats? Well
they really do come off!
If you think the show is just about
the final ‘revealing’ scene then think
again. ‘The Full Monty’ is about the
lives, loves and tribulations of the
six unemployed steel workers as
they face redundancy, loss of self
esteem and personal crisis in their
lives. Its funny and sad but most of
all absolutely hilarious as they find
the ability to have fun, renew selfesteem, the importance of friendship
and the individual courage to face
their demons.
And its not only about the men, the
lives of their wives, partners and
families are all woven into this
fantastic musical.
There have been a few problems
getting six men to ‘reveal all’ for
their art but as we go to press ‘The
Full Monty’ is now cast and
rehearsals have begun. There will
be some new faces (yes I said
faces!) in the line up as well as
some Theatre Company stalwarts.
A full cast list together with
photographs (clothed of course we
don’t want to spoil the fun) will be in
the next issue.
Tickets will be on sale WARNING
soon, see August’s THE SHOW
Footlight Forum for CONTAINS
ADULT
full details or go to
HUMOUR
www.phtheatre.co.uk.
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Youth Theatre News
New Committee

The Youth Theatre held their Annual General Meeting on Sunday 22nd April at the
Ambulance Hall, Colne. A report on the progress and achievements of the Youth
Theatre was given to the meeting up to 31st December 2011. The Accounts were
presented and a brief outline of the Theatre’s Year was put before the members.
The new Pendle Hippodrome Youth Theatre committee for 2012 will be;
Cecilia Harrison (President), Beverley Hemingway (Chairman),
Gillian Mason (Vice Chairman), Julie Scott (Secretary), Jen Lomax (Treasurer).
General Committee:
Jackie Edington Russel Piercy Angela Schofield.
Jenny Panesh
Gill Cordeaux
Youth Representatives; Laura Schofield Jessica Balderstone
Stephen Collinge Marcus Geldard

Thank You
The Youth Theatre would like to express their thanks to Neil Salway and Chris
Sunderland who have both relinquished their positions as Youth representatives on
the Youth Theatre Committee.
Sadly it is inevitable that Youth Theatre members spread their wings and move on
into the adult world. Neil will be going to University later in the year and Chris has
work commitments and has already graduated into the Pendle Hippodrome Theatre
Company.
Many thanks to both young men for their services to the Youth Theatre and we
would like to wish both of them every success for the future.

The Musical
February 2013
The Youth Theatre will experience a whole new look when it stages ‘Footloose’ in
February 2013. For years Lisa Manley has acted as Musical Director for their
productions but this year she will Direct the show and Tim Mason will take up the
baton as Musical Director. Lisa is well acquainted with members of the Youth
Theatre but will have to learn some new names and faces as over 30 new
members have joined the cast of this modern, fabulous show.
There will be another new name to add to the production team as Helen Green
takes on the task of Choreographer and puts the members through their paces for
this all singing, all dancing, bright and breezy musical.
Rehearsals started at the end of May after several weeks of workshops and
Auditions will be held in the early Summer.

Theatre Company News
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Treasure Hunt and BBQ
Saturday 18th August 2 pm to 2-30 pm start
The Theatre Company are to hold a walking Treasure Hunt on Saturday 18th
August starting 2pm to 2.30 pm. The starting point for the hunt hasn’t been decided.
We will let you know where you can collect your Treasure Hunt Sheet and begin
your search in the August issue of the Forum. You can book your tickets now.
This will be followed by a BBQ in Barry and Andrea Jackson’s garden at
Beechwood, Crowtrees, Roughlee. Full instructions on how to get to the BBQ will
be available when you book your tickets so if you don’t know how to get to either
event just ask. If you cannot make the Treasure Hunt you can just go to the BBQ,
the price is the same. Please bring a garden chair to the BBQ.
Everyone is welcome including Members, Friends, Youth Theatre Members
and everyone’s family and friends but please order your tickets.
Tickets are £4 per Adult, £2 for Children
£10 per family ticket (2 adults and2 children 18 and under).
Tickets available from Angela Boult, ring 01282 602685 or 07545 905 569

13th October 2012
Pendle Hippodrome Theatre Company’s Annual Grand Party Night is
to be held on 13th October 2012 at the Calf’s Head, Worston for all
Company Members, Friends and family. There will be a 3 course
carvery meal followed by dancing, games and a Disco.
NODA long service medals will be presented.
Come along to our Company Dinner where there will be good food,
good company and an excellent evening will be had by all.
Tickets are just £25 which will include transport if required.
Make a date in your Diary NOW
See the August edition of Footlight Forum for all the details
or ask any committee member.

Stage Awards Night
This year’s Stage Awards Night will take place on 30th June. For further details
see page 8 of this issue. Angela Boult will contact you if you are needed to
appear in the Pendle Hippodrome Theatre Company shows which are being
showcased at the Awards Night.
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SNIPPETS
Saturday 30th June at 7.30 pm

The glittering Leader Times Stage
Awards evening, sponsored by Howard
Rigg, will be held at the Theatre on 30th
June 2012 and the much coveted,
prestigious awards will be presented to
the best productions and performers
who have graced the stage in the last
12 months. Not just productions that
have taken place at the Hippodrome
Theatre but in the whole of Pendle.
There is new compere for this year’s
Awards as Beverly McKiernan of Colne
Dramatic Society takes on the role.
This year the Pendle
Hippodrome Theatre is
very proud to welcome
our
Mem ber
of
Parliament for Pendle
Andrew Stephenson, to
present the Awards on
behalf of the Leader
Times.
Other Awards
Andrew
will be presented by
Stephenson representatives of the
MP
individual Awards
The nominations for the Awards will be
announced in The Nelson Leader/Colne
Times the week before the Awards
Night. Note; Other Awards connected
with Pendle Hippodrome Theatre will
not be listed in the newspaper.
Tickets are £6 and can be purchased at
the Box Office every Wednesday,
Friday and Saturday 10 am to 1 pm until
8th June. Then Saturdays only from
16th June 10 am to 1 pm. Online at
www.phtheatre.co.uk. Any night of
‘Fawlty Towers’. On the door at Awards
Night or at Discover Pendle, Boundary
Mill Stores Colne.
Note: Only stalls available as the circle
is reserved for performers.

Surround Sound
Did you notice the ‘sound’ at The
Sound of Music? Good. That means
our new (and very expensive) sound
board was working brilliantly. There
were no complaints (that we heard!)
of the orchestra being too loud or
voices breaking up and the new
speakers on the Orchestra rail
worked a treat.
Thanks to all the guys who got it up
and running in time for the show.

Champagne Moment
The Friends of
the
Hippodrome are looking
f or ward
to
another
moment ous Champagne
Moment when they welcome the 200th
member to the Friends. I will not tell
you how near that moment is but
suffice to say a bottle of bubbly will
definitely be presented at the Friends
night later in the year.
If you would like to become a Friend of
the Hippodrome (our Theatre Patrons
Associ ati on) t hen pi ck up a
membership form from the Theatre
foyer and for a minimum donation of
just £10 per year you will receive all
the perks of being a Friend including
regular copies of the little missive you
are reading now.
You could become Friend No:200.

e Copy
Would you prefer to receive future
copies of Footlight Forum by email
rather than in hard copy as you are
reading now? If so, email the editor
M i l l y
G r ee n wo o d
a t
millyg@btinternet.com. to register.
NB: This offer only applies to fully paid
up Friends and Company Members.

Pendle Hippodrome Theatre Ltd
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Trustees/Directors Annual Report Year Ending Dec 31st 2011
Directors:
The directors, duly elected by Pendle Hippodrome Theatre Company, met on a
monthly basis throughout the year to undertake the management of the charity.
Events:
2011 as in recent years again proved to be a very busy and productive year for
Pendle Hippodrome Theatre. The Theatre Company, Youth Theatre and private
hire combined to utilize the theatre in total for:
· 5 full week shows
· Annual Stage Awards
· 7 one night concerts
· 7 days of dance festivals
· 5 school events
· 1 private party
· 1 Youth Theatre social night.
· 2 Open Days
· 2 quiz nights
· 1 evening of flower arranging
· 1 full week filming Faust the magician performing his “Find the Lady” illusion. An
illusion he bought in the 60’s but was never filmed, which was always his wish.
He is currently trying to sell the trick having already turned down a sizeable fee.
· 8 Theatre tours. These are proving to be very popular and seem to be enjoyed
by all who attend and give the Theatre much needed publicity
· 1 Friends event. The number of Hippodrome Friends increases every year.
· The annual nine day Craft Fair. A special thank you to all involved with the
planning, setup and running of this event which is one of our major sources of
income. This year we raised a record £9,700.00 profit.
In addition to these events the theatre also hosted:· Numerous organisational meetings
· 2 steward training nights
· Many rehearsals
· The annual Christmas Eve party
· 5 work periods per week for maintenance, cleaning and improvements
( 7 periods some weeks)
· Weeks of preparation and clearing for all activities and bookings
· The box office was open for 3 mornings a week for 4 weeks prior to every show

· The Wardrobe and hire department opened on a weekly basis to the general
public and by appointment some weeks to help costume many of the amateur
plays and musicals performed in the surrounding locality.
Apart from hire charges our main sources of income are the Craft Fair, wardrobe
hire which contributed £10,474.00 and bar takings which made us £3,284.00. With
costs and utility bills constantly rising it is vital that these 3 areas of income
continue to flourish so I urge everyone to support and promote these whenever you
can.
A change on the board took place in the 4th quarter of the year in which Keith
Walton and Kevin Mason swapped roles. Kevin took over as Chairman of the
Theatre Board of Directors and Keith became Vice Chairman.
Continued on page 10

10 Youth Theatre.
The Youth Theatre continued to thrive and last year performed ‘The Likes Of Us’
which proved to be a very enjoyable show for those who came to watch it. It has
recently been announced that this show has been nominated for 6 NODA NW
awards, well done to the Youth Theatre.
Following on from that show they put on a series of workshops to help enhance the
skills of the members before setting out to rehearse the latest show ‘Half a
Sixpence’. This was performed February 2012 at the Theatre to rave reviews.
After 7 years as Chairman of the Youth Theatre Paul Thompson decide to step
down and the unanimous choice of the board to replace him was Bev Hemingway
who accepted the role at their AGM in May 2011.
Technical and Maintenance.
The board has worked very hard to ensure all areas of the Theatre are maintained,
upgraded and enhanced to a very high standard. Available grant funding is always
sought for any major capital expenditure.
Major projects which have been undertaken in 2011 aside from the general
cleaning and maintenance include:· Seat base refurbishment. This was started in January last year with an
expected completion in 2013. The last few seats were replace mid February
2012, 2 years ahead of schedule. We have an excellent team of volunteers who
have been working tirelessly on the seats daytime and evening to get this job
completed in just over 12 months. A big thank you to all involved with this
project.
· An extra container was sourced for the yard which enabled us to complete one
of the summer projects. This involved moving all large props down from the top
floor of the stables to this container and refurbishment of the vacated room to
facilitated the storage of “not for public hire “ costumes.
· A newer, longer tab rail has been fitted downstage to replace the existing one.
· The under stage wiring was completed to enable extra lighting and ancillary
equipment to be powered and controlled from the lighting desk.
· A bigger work top has been fitted in the lighting box to give more workspace.
· An ice cream fridge was obtained and sited in the orchestra pit.
· A new ticket system has been introduced. This system gives us a better
reporting facility and also enables us to take bookings at the Discover Pendle
outlet at Boundary Mill which is proving to be very popular.
This is just a brief resume of the work which goes on in the Theatre. There were
many other items/jobs completed but are too numerous to mentioned them all.
Future Projects for 2012
· Following on from the success of the ice cream fridge in the pit a second is
being sought for the circle.
· A new sound desk has been ordered to replace our current aging one and to
give us more input channels. A new set of radio microphones has also been
ordered. This being a necessity due to a radio frequency change by the
government rendering our old ones illegal.
Continued on page 11

· A project is being put together under the heading “IT” which we hope to 11
secure funding from the Big Lottery Fund. This project may include laptops for
Theatre officials instead of using their own, barcode scanners for tickets and
CCTV equipment plus other items yet to be decided. Watch this space.
· Partial refurbishment of the gents toilets is also planned.
The Directors record their grateful thanks to all members, helpers, hirers, Friends,
and visitors for their continued contribution to the Hippodrome.
Prepared on behalf of and authorised by the Directors of Pendle Hippodrome
Theatre Ltd.
Kevin Mason, Chairman. 2nd May 2012

SUMMER CLOSE DOWN
As you will have read in the Theatre’s Annual report there is always something
going on at the Theatre even when it is closed for the Summer. In fact more
probably goes on in the ‘Close Down’, than at any other time of the year.
The Theatre will close on Sat 14th July and re-open on Sat 2nd September.
One of the jobs being undertaken this year is the refurbishment of the Gents
Toilets. The ‘Ladies’ had their turn a couple of years ago and now it is the mens’
turn to have a new refit. Don’t worry though the twin urinal is not being replaced
and men can still chat while doing whatever it is they do in there!
Again we desperately need help. If you have any spare time please give Keith
Walton a ring on 01282 605538, or call in at the Theatre on a Monday evening
to talk to him, and he will let you know what the plans are and how you can help.
You don’t have to be skilled in any particular field as full instructions will be
given, it can be as simple as holding the ladder or passing nails to someone to
hammer in but the more helpers there are the easier a task becomes.
You don’t have to be a member of the Theatre, Friends or Theatre Company,
willing hands are welcome from any source and your help will be gratefully
appreciated. We are a friendly lot and you even get tea and biscuits at break
time. People are also required to help clean the Theatre after the maintenance is
complete so if you think you can spare a morning, afternoon or evening please
speak to Keith or give him a ring on the above number.

Nomination

MARGARET CRABTREE

The Pendle Hippodrome
Youth Theatre were
among the nominations
for the Mayor of Pendle’s
Volunteer Awards in the
Youth Group category.
Unfortunately on this
occasion they did not win
but they were honoured
to be nominated.

DIED 27th APRIL 2012 AGED 86 YEARS
It is with sadness that we report the death of Margaret
Crabtree. Margaret was a founder member of Colne
Operatic Society appearing in their first ever show
‘Merry England’. Before moving to Worcestershire to
be nearer her family she had spent many years as a
much valued member of the makeup team. She had
been Social Committee Treasurer and had been
presented with a 25year NODA Long Service Award.
Our sincere condolences go to her family
and many friends.

Pendle Hippodrome Theatre
What’s On 2012
Pendle Hippodrome Theatre Company presents 3 Episodes of

Wed 6th to Sat 9th June
7.30 pm nightly

See page 2 for details

23rd Leader/Times

Stage Awards
sponsored by Howard Rigg

Sat 30th June 2012
7.30 pm - see page 8 for details

BURNLEY DANCE FESTIVAL
Sat 8th & Sun 9th, Frid 14th, Sat 15th & Sun 16th September
Two full weekends of dance competitions.
Featuring dance schools from across the North of England.
Pendle Hippodrome Theatre Company presents

Tues 25th - Sat 29th September 2012
WARNING: This show contains adult humour
Pendle Hippodrome Theatre presents their 24th Annual

Sat 17th - Sun 25th November 2012
Editor; Milly Greenwood Tel: 01282 690598 e-mail millyg@btinternet.com
Pendle Hippodrome Theatre, New Market Street, Colne, Lancs, BB8 9BJ
Tel. 01282 863210

www.phtheatre.co.uk
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