February 2013

A Christmas Party for Everyone
After another very busy year at the Theatre
members, friends and family celebrated the
festive season at the Annual Christmas
Party at the Hippodrome on Christmas Eve.
From the smallest toddler to the oldest
octogenarian we all let our hair down and
Christmas cheer was in abundance as
everyone joined in the festive fun.
Father Christmas was almost buried under
an avalanche of eager present hunters as
he presided in his ‘even more resplendent
Poor Santa! His knees must
than last year’s’ grotto. (You can just spot
have been aching under the
him in the middle of the festive throng).
weight of these two!!!!
Thank you Father Christmas for taking time
out on your busiest night of the year to make our party complete.
A splendid Jacob’s Join supper was served to the revellers then everyone
danced away the night until it was time to go home and await another visit
from the man in red.
Thank you to all the
people who helped
organise
this
wonderful party and
especially to
our
Grotto builders.
Now it’s all systems go
for 2013 and another
busy Theatre year.
Plenty for everyone
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Booking arrangements for ALL
Pendle Hippodrome Shows
DISCOVER PENDLE
Boundary Mill Stores Vivary Way Colne
Just call in to book your seats
Or ring 01282 856186
Open daily 10 am to 8 pm - Sundays 11 am to 5 pm
(£1 per Booking Fee Applicable - Theatre plan available)
ONLINE
LOG IN TO www.phtheatre.co.uk AND
FOLLOW THE ONLINE BOOKING INSTRUCTIONS.
See the theatre plan and book your own seats.
(Online Booking Fee Applicable).

AT THE THEATRE
THE THEATRE BOX OFFICE WILL BE OPEN FOR BOOKING
EVERY SATURDAY 10.00 am - 1.00 pm
Until 23rd February 2013
then WEDNESDAYS, FRIDAYS AND SATURDAYS
10.00 AM TO 1.00 PM FROM SATURDAY 2nd MARCH
UNTIL FRIDAY 22nd MARCH
Just call in and book your seats or ring us on 01282 863210 during opening hours.

ON THE DOOR
COME ALONG ANY SHOW NIGHT OR MATINEE
AND BOOK AT THE THEATRE BOX

BOOKING SECRETARIES and OUTLETS
‘FOOTLOOSE’
RING THE BOOKING SECRETARY ON
01282 699779 EVENINGS AND WEEKENDS ONLY
‘SINGIN’ IN THE RAIN’
RING THE BOOKING SECRETARY ON
01282 612402 EVENINGS AND WEEKENDS ONLY
Call in or ring BRAVO 12 Rainhill Road Barnoldswick
01282 850720
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The Musical
Wednesday 20th to Saturday 23rd February
7.30 pm nightly
Saturday Matinee 2.00 pm

The cast of ‘FOOTLOOSE’
Another fantastic Pendle Hippodrome Youth Theatre show is about to explode onto
the Hippodrome Stage when they stage FOOTLOOSE in February.
Imagine a town where dancing is forbidden, well that’s exactly where teen Ren
McCormack finds himself when he and his mum move from Chicago to the
nowheresville that is Bomont. Following a tragedy the good Pastor has seen to it
that dancing in the town is outlawed everywhere, always, under all circumstances.
But kids have gotta dance, no matter what any old fogies think about it, and
“Footloose” is a bopping teen-centric musical about that simple fact. Add into the
plot the Pastor’s rebellious daughter, who sets her heart on Ren, then things really
start to happen and the kids become ‘Footloose’. It is all about fun and the carefree
nature of being a teen and our Youth Theatre know exactly how that feels and have
put their hearts and souls into the show.
This upbeat musical with it’s infectious foot tapping 80’s anthems including Holding
Out For A Hero, Almost Paradise, Let’s Hear It For The Boy, and of course the title
track, Footloose will have you clapping your hands and dancing in the aisles.

Tickets: Adults £10.00

Children £8.00

Concessions available for OAP’s Weds, Thurs & Sat Matinee £8.00
See page 2 for ways to book your seats
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Ghost Seekers
Saturday 9th February
8pm to 2 am

June 5th to 8th 2013
The Theatre Company are to present
‘Dad’s Army’ in June and just like
‘Fawlty Towers’ 3 separate episodes
of this classic BBC sit com will be
staged. They are:‘The Deadly Attachment’ the “What
is your name? Don’t tell ‘em Pike”
one!!! It's 1940 and the Walmingtonon-Sea Home Guard platoon have to
guard a captured U-Boat Captain and
his crew. But fearless Captain
Mai nwari ng i ncurs German
displeasure when he orders the
defiant prisoners be served soggy fish
and chips!
‘Mums Army’ The Home Guard are
recruiting women but as Mrs
Mainwaring hasn't left the house since
Munich, she won't be joining her
husband' s pl at oon. So when
newcomer Mrs Gray joins, Captain
Mainwaring is set for a brief
encounter.
‘The Godiva Affair’ The Home Guard
platoon are rehearsing their Morris
Dancing routine as part of a fund
raising carnival parade which will
include a ride past by Lady Godiva.
Unfortunately for Mr Mainwaring,
there's a last minute substitution for
Godiva!
If you would like to attend the read
through and audition for this hilarious
trilogy of plays please see page 7 of
this issue. There are a large number
of parts available for both men and
women.

There’s still chance to book
your tickets for the 6th Sense Ghost
Hunters evening of a night of
Paranormal Experiences within the
Hippodrome Theatre. If you have
joined us before you will be aware of
the unexplained occurrences as the
Ghostly Phenomenon stalk the
Theatre. (www.sixthsenseghosthunters.com)
If you have not attended before, this
is not an evening for the faint hearted,
there will be strictly no alcohol and
over 18’s only. It is not a production
but a genuine night of ghost hunting.
Light refreshments will be served but
the Bar will NOT be open.
The evening will begin at 8.00 pm
when an outline of the evening’s
events will be followed by a short
meditation session. Then it’s off round
the Theatre to see what lies in the
dark depths of the history steeped
building. In some places a Ouija
board will be used to try to
communicate with the spirits.
The night will end at 2.00 am when
another meditation session will be
held to make sure that no one takes
any presences home with them.
Booking is essential as there are only
50 places available and the last Ghost
Hunting Evening was a sell out within
days. Tickets are £25 each including
refreshments.
Book at 01282 699779 (evenings and
weekends only) or leave a message
on the Theatre answer machine 01282
863210 leaving your name and
number and someone will get back to
you.

Note: Tickets are NOT available
at Discover Pendle.
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The Cast of ‘Singin’ in the Rain’
Tuesday 19th to Saturday 23rd March at 7.30 nightly
Saturday Matinee 2.00 pm
It’s umbrellas at the ready for, following the wettest year ever recorded and with no
sign of the inclement weather ever stopping, no show could be more appropriate for
the Theatre Company to perform than ‘Singin’ in the Rain’.
With a fabulous musical score including Make 'em Laugh, Good Morning, Moses
Supposes and Singin’ in the Rain it is an ’all singin’ ‘all dancing’ musical that shines
with vitality and wit to lift your heart and make you smile whatever the weather.
Come rain or shine the show has lashings of charm, romance, comedy and tinsel
town glamour and will come splashing onto the Hippodrome stage in March.
It’s the story of Don Lockwood and the moment when the silver screen found its
voice and never looked back. Don is a silent movie star who has everything a
person dreams of – fame, popularity and a romance with glamorous co-star Lina
Lamont. With the rumours of the possibility of sound being synchronized with
pictures, which would surely revolutionise the movie industry and change
everything, the silent stars, including Don, become nervous. But what could
possibly go wrong in a world where actors can talk, people can sing and voices are
heard?
‘Singin’ in the Rain’ is a brilliant family show
Tickets are priced at £12 Adults, £10 Concessions and £8 under 19’s
See page 2 for ways to book your seats
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Youth Theatre News
Into a New Year

Although ‘Footloose’ has not yet danced it’s
way onto the Hippodrome stage, plans are well underway for ‘Bugsy Malone’, the
Youth Theatre’s 2014 production. Various Theatre related activities are being
arranged for the members of the Youth Theatre and the doors will re-open on the
17th March. Anyone between the ages of 10 and late teens will be welcome to
come along and join. BUT demand is high and places are limited so the new
membership list may not be open for long. If you would like to become a member
of this award winning Theatre group then make a note in your Diary now.
There are no auditions, everyone is welcome. Membership is £10 per year and
then it’s just a small weekly charge per rehearsal. Rehearsals are held at Colne
Ambulance Hall on Sunday mornings at 10.30 am until 12.30 pm but they may be
extended as the show gets nearer and rehearsals get into full swing.
If you would like more information why not give
the Youth Theatre Secretary Julie a call on 07866 848 308.

Is coming to
Pendle Hippodrome in
February 2014
The Splurge guns, flour bombs and custard pies will be at the ready as ‘Bugsy
Malone’ takes to the stage next year. This classic children’s musical is a brilliant
spoof on the American gangland wars of the 1920’s where everyone gets to have a
really messy time.
In 1920’s New York, the height of the prohibition era, Bugsy is caught up in a war
between mobster Fat Sam’s custard pie wielding gang and Dandy Dan’s mob of
hoodlums who have a new weapon ‘The Splurge Gun’. Dandy Dan has moved into
the lucrative illegal sarsaparilla trade – previously monopolised by Fat Sam – and
takes the fight to his Grand Slam speakeasy.
Its all good clean fun and an absolute delight for any youngster to appear in.
There’s some fabulous music to add to the shows enjoyment including ‘Fat Sam’s
Speak Easy’, ‘My Name Is Tallulah’ and ‘Down and Out’ to name but a few.
Rehearsals will begin in the late spring with auditions early summer. The show is to
be Directed by Jill Harrison with Lisa Manley as Musical Director and Helen Cheung
(O’Connell) will Choreograph the show.

Pack your Bags Sir or Madam?
Members of the Youth Theatre are off to Sainsbury’s in Colne for another
bag packing session on the 9th February to raise funds for ‘Footloose’
and help promote Theatre events.
If you would like to help support them why not go along to Sainsbury’s to do your
shopping on that day. All contributions will be gratefully accepted.

Theatre Company News
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Annual General Meeting
Tuesday 26th February 2013 - 7.30 pm start
Pendle Hippodrome Theatre
The Officials of the Company will be elected.
Committee members will be elected.
Representatives to the Pendle Hippodrome Theatre
Board of Directors will be elected.
Accounts for the year will be put before the meeting.
It is important that all members attend the meeting so please come along and
support Pendle Hippodrome Theatre Company at the Annual General Meeting.
Everyone is welcome.
ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS: Annual Members Subscriptions for Pendle
Hippodrome Theatre Company are now due for 2013 and can be paid at the
Annual General Meeting. Please see Liz O’Connell or Susan Thorp.
Note; We are pleased to announce that Debit/Credit Card payments for
subscriptions will now be accepted BUT only at the AGM .
A members evening and read through for the Theatre
Company’s 2013 play ‘Dad’s Army’ will be held in the
Theatre bar on Tuesday 12th February at 7.30 pm.
Meet the Director Angela Boult and get a feel for the
play and available characters. There are a large
number of parts available for both men and women.

‘SWEENEY TODD’
A members evening and introduction to ‘Sweeney
Todd’, the Theatre Company’s Autumn 2013 production,
will be held in April in the Theatre bar.
The Production Team of Stephen Royle (Director) and Lisa Manley (Musical
Director) will be introduced and present a brief outline of the show. Rehearsals will
be held on Monday and Thursday evenings at Colne Ambulance Hall, with
Monday’s being primarily for Principals until nearer the show.
This is a classic Stephen Sondheim musical and tells the story of ‘Sweeney Todd’
the Demon Barber of Fleet Street who, having been unjustly imprisoned, returns to
London where he vows revenge upon those who framed him.
The members evening will be open to all Company members . Anyone wishing to
join the Company (new Members will be very welcome) are invited to come along
and enjoy the Social Evening followed by a pie and pea supper.
See April’s edition of Footlight Forum, ask any Committee Member
or check out Pendle Hippodrome Face Book page for full details.
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FROM SANTA TO CAROLS
A GREAT TIME
WAS HAD BY ALL

Members of Pendle Hippodrome Youth
Theatre have been very busy over the
festive season.
At the beginning of
December they held a Santa Drive in the
Theatre bar. Everyone had a thoroughly
Anyone for a Santa Drive?
enjoyable
evening and, although not held primarily as a fund
raising event but a fun filled social evening, the Santa
Drive had the added bonus of raising £168 to help
with Youth Theatre funds.
Youth Theatre members kindly volunteered to help the
Christmas shoppers at Sainsbury’s in Colne just
before Christmas. They packed bags for customers
who had finished doing their big Christmas shop. They
Carol Singing
not only helped the shoppers they raised £552 for
Youth Theatre funds in the process. The youngsters
also handed out flyers to the customers promoting not
only Footloose but all Theatre events. A big thank you
to Sainsbury’s and to the generous public who kindly
donated to Pendle Hippodrome Youth Theatre.
Following the bag packing, the talented young people
then warmed up their vocal chords to entertain
residents at five nursing homes in the area singing
Christmas Carols at Heather Grange, Brookdell,
Nelson Manor, The Grange and Albert House nursing
homes. It was lovely to see the Carollers bring a smile
to the elderly who thoroughly enjoyed the
entertainment, as did the young people, and everyone
joined in the Carols. A big ‘Thank You’ must also go to
Spreading C
hristmas
‘Uncle Joe’ (Mr Piano Keyboards) Winkley who kindly
Cheer
gave up his time to accompany the singers.
Well done everybody.

Back Packing at Sainsbury’s
(Not just the youngsters)!

All in the Family
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‘Singin in the Rain’ that’s an old one! Well there will be nothing old about this show.
The Director, Richard Sanderson, Musical Director, Richard Patel and Choreographer,
Sarah Wade are all under thirty and the amount of talent and vitality they have produced
for the Hippodrome stage in this classic ‘old’ musical is truly outstanding.
Four of our most talented young people will star in this fabulous show and again they
are all under 30 years of age. But do not be fooled by their apparent youthfulness for all
four of them not only have a wealth of experience in their own right but come from
theatrical families stretching back generations.
Josh Hindle, who will take on the role of Don Lockwood, is a third generation thespian.
Both his grandparents, Dennis and Carolyn Royle have been members of Pendle
Hippodrome Theatre Company for many years. Dennis is renowned for playing ‘The
Major’ in the Company’s recent productions of ‘Fawlty Towers’. Dennis and Carolyn
introduced both their children, Steve and Sally, to the stage when they were young and
both have gone on to play leading roles not only at our own Theatre but Sally, Josh’s
mum, has appeared in Theatres all over the North West from the Lowry to the
Hippodrome. Steve Royle, Josh’s Uncle, has starred in many musicals and has directed
countless shows and will direct the Company’s autumn production of ‘Sweeney Todd’.
Josh, Steve and Dennis were all in the Company’s last production ‘The Full Monty’
where Dennis was the only family member to keep his clothes on!
Simon Jackson, who will play Cosmo Brown, is also the 3rd generation of his family to
join the Theatre Company. His maternal grandfather was the renowned Musical
Director Vincent Waterworth and his paternal grandmother was the legendary May
Bullock who took many leading roles with St John’s Operatic Society for over 50 years.
Simon’s father, Barry Jackson, followed his mother onto the stage from a young age
taking many leading roles. More recently he has taken up the baton and been Musical
Director for several Theatre Company shows. In the past he has also acted as Stage
Manager and Simon’s mother, Andrea, has also been one of our Stage Managers, most
recently for ‘The Full Monty’. Her acting career started when she was cast as one of the
children in ‘Annie Get Your Gun’ with St John’s Operatic Society in 1978. She has gone
on not only to appear in many of our productions but also to Direct shows both at the
Hippodrome and for other local societies. She directed ‘Guys and Dolls’ for Skipton
Operatic Society in November 2012 in which son Simon starred as Sky Masterson.
Simon has appeared in countless shows, his first being ‘The Music Man’ in 1997 and his
most recent was as male stripper ‘Keno’ in ‘The Full Monty’.
The two leading ladies in ‘Singin’ in the Rain’ also come from well established Theatrical
backgrounds. Cathryn Osborne, who will play Cathy Seldon, has been treading the
boards since she can remember. Her mother Rosemary has taken many roles with the
Theatre Company and played Baroness Von Schroeder in ‘The Sound of Music’ last
year as well as appearing in ‘Fawlty Towers’ and she has recently appeared in plays
with Colne Dramatic Society.
Helen Atkinson will play Lina Lamont and is also a second generation thespian. Her
mother Lynne is Chairman of The Garrick. Lynne has starred in many local plays both
with The Garrick and Colne Dramatic Society and she appeared as one of ‘The
Calendar Girls’ with The Garrick in September. Helen was unfortunately not able to
catch her mother performance as she herself was appearing in ‘The Full Monty’.
So forget the Redgraves and the Foxes, Pendle Hippodrome can boast many of its own
acting dynasties and if any of these young people need advice………...
there’s no place like home.
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New Arrivals

Catherine and Dan Cox are delighted to
announce
the birth
of
their
first child,
E d wi n
Daniel,
who was
born on
1 8 t h
January
2013. Edwin weighed in at 8lb 5oz and
mother and baby are doing very well.
Catherine is a member of the Theatre
Company Committee and has taken
leading roles with our Societies as well
as acting as Choreographer for many
productions. Dan is a regular member of
our Orchestras and has been a Musical
Director for our shows.
Proud Grandparents Liz and Alan
O’Connell and Donald and Sandra Cox
and are overjoyed at the birth of their
first grandchild. Olwyn Riley, a Life
Member of the Theatre Company, is
extremely thrilled by the birth of her first
Great Grandchild.
Liz is the Theatre Company's Wardrobe
Mistress and a member of the Theatre
Company Committee. Donald and
Sandra are both ‘Friends of the
Hippodrome’.

Great Grandchild
Thelma Greenwood, our
Theatre Booking Secretary,
is delighted to announce
the birth of her first great grandchild.
Autumn Adele came into the world on
the 7th December weighing 7lb 3oz.
She is the first child of Thelma’s
granddaughter Mikki and her partner
Howard Hartley
CONGRATULATIONS TO
BOTH FAMILIES

Intrepid Quizzers

‘The Odd Fellows’ Orm Green,
Eric Beardsworth, Ken Horsfield,
Jean Green and Stephanie Beardsworth
Seven teams of enthusiastic quizzers
braved the snow and ice to attend the
Theatre Company quiz which was held
in the Theatre bar on a very cold night
in January. The teams battled it out
over several rounds of questions
including pictures of famous Georges,
song lyrics and a general knowledge
round.
A pie and pea supper was enjoyed by
everyone at half time, which refreshed
the brain power, then it was back to the
second half of the quiz.
It was nip and tuck all the way through
but Andrea’s Angels were piped at the
post by The Odd Fellows who won by
just a few points and were each
presented with a bottle of wine.
Many thanks to Geoff Horn for setting a
great quiz and acting as question
master. Also to the catering and bar
staff and to all the people who attended
despite the artic conditions.
Congratulations to the winners
—————————————————————

*****CRAFT FAIR*****
Profit figures for the Craft Fair have not
been finalised but we can let you know
that all the work and effort you put in to
make it such a success were all
worthwhile. The final total looks as if it
will be around £11,000. Once again a
brilliant success. Many thanks to
everyone who helped in any way.

Race Night
13th April 7.30 for 8 pm start
If you miss out on huge winnings from
the Grand National then just one week
later you can try your luck at the
Theatre Company’s Race Night. The
horses will gallop down the track on
Saturday 13th April.
The ‘tote’ will be open in the Bar with
the racing being screened on the full
size cinema screen in the Theatre.
The evening begins at 7.30 with the
first race taking place at 8 pm.
Tickets are just £3 which will include a
pie and pea supper.
Tickets are
available from Kevin Mason on
699779 or ask any committee
member. You can email Kevin on
kev.mason@live.co.uk

Something for Everyone
The Theatre, the Youth Theatre and
the Theatre Company have been busy
planning things to entertain us
throughout 2014.
You can see our shows ‘Footloose’,
‘Singin’ in the Rain’, ‘Dad’s Army’ and
‘Sweeney Todd’ but there are also lots
of social events for you to enjoy. The
Ghost Hunt and Race Night are just
two. The Consensus Touring Theatre
will present the play ‘Private Lives’ in
May and the Leader Times Stage
Awards will be on 29th June.
The Annual Theatre Company
Treasure Hunt will take place on 10th
August. The Theatre is holding an
Open Day on 1st September and the
Theatre Company’s Annual Dinner will
be held on 12th October. There will
be an evening of Mediumship by our
very own Andrea Jackson at a date to
be arranged.
See future editions of
Footlight Forum for all the details.

Silver Wedding Party
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Barry and Andrea Jackson will
have been married for 25 years
on 26th March 2013.
To celebrate the occasion they are
having a Ceilidh party including supper
on Saturday 6th April at Barley Village
Hall from 7:30 pm and they would love
all their theatre friends to come along.
Don’t miss the first dance at 8 pm.
This is not a ‘posh frock’ do but come
dressed to dance to The Old School
Ceilidh Band. Don’t worry if you’ve never
been to a Ceilidh before as the Caller
will talk you through all the dances.
Please bring your own drinks as there is
no bar in the Village Hall.

RENÉE P BLACKBURN
DIED 6th DECEMBER 2012
AGED 83 YEARS
It is with sadness that we report the
death of Renée Patricia Blackburn.
Renée was an member of Colne
Operatic Society, St John’s Operatic
Society and the Pendle Hippodrome
Theatre Company. She was also a
much valued Friend of the Hippodrome
and frequently contributed poems for
inclusion in the Footlight Forum.
She had organised props for over 50
plays and had been on the Executive
Committee of Colne Dramatic Society
for 16 years. She also acted as their
archivist for 34 years.
She was a very active member of Colne
Writers Circle. Some of her poems are
on display at the Imperial War Museum
and at Trawden Millennium Poetry
Garden.
Renée will be sadly missed by all
who knew her and our sincere
condolences go to her many
friends and family.

Pendle Hippodrome Theatre
What’s On - www.phtheatre.co.uk
with Sixth Sense

Ghost Hunters
Saturday 9th February 8.00 pm to 2.00 am
Tickets £25 including light refreshments. See page 4 for more details

PENDLE HIPPODROME YOUTH THEATRE presents

Wed 20th to Sat 23rd February Details on page 3
Saturday 2nd and Sunday 3rd March
Commences 9.00 am each day. Entrance entitles you to a full day of
dance competition. Featuring dance schools from across the North of England

PENDLE HIPPODROME THEATRE COMPANY

19th - 23rd MARCH 2013
Consensus Touring Theatre

presents

see page 5 for details
a play by Noel Coward

Thurs 16th and
Frid 17th May
Pendle Hippodrome Theatre Company

Wed 5th to Sat 8th June
See page 4 for details

22nd June
at 7.30 pm

TICKET BOOKING: See page 2 for full details
Editor; Milly Greenwood Tel: 01282 690598 e-mail millyg@btinternet.com
Pendle Hippodrome Theatre, New Market Street, Colne, Lancs, BB8 9BJ
Tel. 01282 863210

www.phtheatre.co.uk
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