
 Celebrating 25 years  February 2012 

ANOTHER 
BLOOMIN’ 

CHRISTMAS 
Everyone had a marvellous time at the Annual Hippodrome Christmas Party 
which was held in the Theatre Bar on Christmas Eve.  Over 100 people, old 
and young alike, joined in the festive revelry to celebrate the end of another 
very busy Theatre year and to get Christmas off to a wonderful start.    

Father Christmas was able to take time off from his very busy schedule to 
give out presents to all the guests in his ever more resplendent grotto.  He 
was assisted by his two magical ‘little helpers’, Elf and Safety, who seem to 
get bigger every year, or is that just imagination?   
 

After a splendid Jacob’s Join supper the partygoers danced away the night 
until it was time to go home and await another visit from the ‘Man in Red’.   

And now it’s all systems go for 2012 and yet another busy Theatre year. 
 

HAPPY NEW YEAR TO YOU ALL 



Booking arrangements for ALL  
Pendle Hippodrome Shows 

 

DISCOVER PENDLE 
Boundary Mill Stores  Vivary Way  Colne 

Just call in to book your seats - 7 days a week 
or ring them on 01282 856186 

Open daily 10 am to 8 pm  -  Sundays 11 am to 5 pm 
(£1 per Booking Fee Applicable  - Theatre plan available)   

 

ONLINE 
 

 LOG IN TO www.phtheatre.co.uk AND  
FOLLOW THE ONLINE BOOKING INSTRUCTIONS. 

See the theatre plan and book your own seats.   
(Online Booking Fee Applicable). 

 

 

AT THE THEATRE 
THE THEATRE BOX OFFICE WILL BE OPEN FOR BOOKING 

EVERY WEDNESDAY, FRIDAY and SATURDAY  
10.00 am - 1.00 pm   

until 23rd March 2012  
Just call in and book your seats or ring us on 01282 863210 during opening hours. 

 

ON THE DOOR 
 

COME ALONG ANY SHOW NIGHT OR MATINEE  
AND  BOOK AT THE THEATRE BOX OFFICE 

BOOKING SECRETARIES and OUTLETS 
 

 ‘HALF A SIXPENCE’  
RING THE BOOKING SECRETARY ON 

01282 699779 EVENINGS AND WEEKENDS ONLY 
 

‘SOUND OF MUSIC’ 
RING THE BOOKING SECRETARY ON 

01282 612402 EVENINGS AND WEEKENDS ONLY 
 

Call in or ring BRAVO 12 Rainhill Road  Barnoldswick  
01282 850720 
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Weds 15th to Sat 18th February 2012 
At 7.30 pm nightly          Saturday Matinee 2.00 pm 

 

Flash Bang Wallop ! You are going to love ‘Half a Sixpence’ by Pendle Hippodrome 
Youth Theatre.  The combined talent of these amazing and energetic young people 
will be shining like so many stars as they take to the stage with this fabulous, feel 
good, family musical. 
 

If you remember the original ’Half a Sixpence’ starring Tommy Steele then you  
have an extra treat in store as new music has been added to enhance the original 
show.  Director Angela Boult said “It's like an old favourite made new again. The 
show has everything, lively musical numbers, comedy, sadness, happiness, 
romance, in fact all the ingredients to make this a truly wonderful show.”  
 

Briefly, the story is about Arthur Kipps, a poor apprentice shop assistant, who 
inherits a large fortune which causes the poor lad more headaches than you can 
imagine, and no end of trouble where relationships with the opposite sex are 
concerned.  But true love wins through in this bright and bouncy rags to riches tale 
of young love. 
 

There will be fun, laughter, great songs, great dancing and something special not 
seen for a while on the Hippodrome stage.....  
 

Tommy Steele himself has sent a good luck message together with a signed 
photograph but regrets that his commitments would not allow him to attend the 
show and he sends his best wishes for the production. 
 

Tickets are Adults £10.00 Children £8.00 with concessions available for OAP’s 
Wednesday, Thursday & Saturday Matinee £8.00.  

 

See page 2 for ways to book your seats 
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Ghost Hunting Night with  
6th Sense Ghost Hunters 
Sat 31st March 8pm to 2 am 
 

The 6th Sense Ghost Hunters would 
like to invite you to a night of 
Paranormal Experiences within The 
Hippodrome Theatre.  Come along and 
experience the Ghostly Phenomenon 
seen stalking the labyrinth of corridors, 
Auditorium, Stage, Dressing Rooms 
and Circle of the old Theatre. 
 

The evening will begin at 8.00 pm with 
an introduction to the team and an 
outline of the evening’s events followed 
by a short meditation session.  Then it’s 
off round the Theatre in small groups to 
see what lies in the dark depths of the 
history steeped building. 
 

The night will end at 2.00 am when 
another meditation session will be held 
to make sure that no one takes any 
presences home with them. This is a 
unique experience and in some places 
a Ouija board will be used to see if the 
spirits want to communicate with the 
seekers. 
 

Not an evening for the faint hearted, 
there will be strictly no alcohol and over 
18’s only. It is not a production but a 
genuine night of real ghost hunting.  In 
between sessions light refreshments 
will be served but the Bar will NOT be 
open. 
 

There are only 40 places available and 
Tickets are £20 each including 
refreshments. The event is open to 
everyone and will be advertised in the 
local press so if you want to come and 
experience the ghostly phenomenon 
you need to book your tickets soon. 

 

Tickets are on sale at the  
Theatre Box Office every 

Wednesday, Friday and Saturday 
10.00 am to 1.00 pm. 

Note: Not available at Discover Pendle 

A VERY BUSY DAY FOR  
THE YOUTH THEATRE   

Members of Pendle Hippodrome Youth 
Theatre kindly volunteered to help the 
Christmas shoppers at Sainsbury’s in 
Colne on the Wednesday before 
Christmas. They packed bags for 
customers who had finished doing their 
big Christmas shop. The youngsters not 
only helped spread Christmas cheer at 
the store but raised almost £400 in the 
process. A big thank you to Sainsbury’s 
and to the generous public who kindly 
donated to Pendle Hippodrome Youth 
Theatre.  The money will help with 
production costs for their next show 
‘Half a Sixpence’ which is being staged 
at the Theatre in February.     

Following the bag packing, the talented 
young people then warmed up their 
vocals to entertain residents at five 
nursing homes in the area singing 
Christmas Carols at Heather Grange, 
Brookdell, Nelson Manor, Peel Gardens 
and Albert House nursing homes.  
 

Everyone joined in  the Carols.  It was 
lovely to see youngsters bringing a 
smile to the elderly residents who 
thoroughly enjoyed the entertainment 
as did the young people.  
 

A big Thank You must also go to ‘Uncle 
Joe’ (Mr Piano Keyboards) Winkley who 
kindly gave up his time to accompany 
the singers. 
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The Carol Singers Entertain 

 



 

If you've been finding the world a bit much to take these days, then fear not. The 
perfect solution is waiting for you at the Pendle Hippodrome Theatre where ‘The 
Sound of Music’ will whisk you off into a timeless land of music and love. The 
amount of sheer warmth and joy radiating from the stage will make you forget the 
recession, the weather or anything else that may have been troubling you.  The 
children will melt your hearts and the hills will come alive with ‘The Sound of Music’ 
in this fabulous, timeless, for all the family, classic musical. 
 

The show brims over with some of the most memorable songs ever performed on 
the musical stage including My Favourite Things, Do-Re-Mi, Edelweiss, Climb 
Every Mountain, Sixteen Going on Seventeen, The Lonely Goatherd and of course 
the glorious title song The Sound of Music.  It features both an endearing love story 
and a daring escape from the Nazis, which would be sufficient on their own to jerk 
tears from even the driest of eyes. And if all that isn’t enough, there's the 
opportunity for the children and the cast to mesmerise you with their talents and 
charisma.     The Sound of Music is a brilliant show for all the family. 

Adults £12 Concessions £10  Children £8   
Family ticket 2 Adults 2 Children less £2 per booking  See page 2 for ways to book 
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     Tuesday 20th to Saturday 24th March  
        7.30 pm nightly     Saturday Matinee 2 pm 

Maria, the Captain, the children and the Nuns 



Youth Theatre News 6 

 Into a New Year 

Although ‘Half a Sixpence’ has not even 
‘Flashed Bang Walloped’ it’s way onto the Hippodrome stage, plans are well 
underway for ‘Footloose’, the Youth Theatre’s 2013 production. Various Theatre 
related activities are being arranged for the members and the Youth Theatre’s   
doors will re-open 11th March. Any one between the ages of 10 and late teens will 
be welcome to come along and join.  BUT, demand is high and places are limited 
so the new membership list may not be open for  long.  If you would like to become 
a member of this award winning Theatre group then make a note in your Diary now.  
 

There are no auditions, everyone is welcome.  Membership is £10 per year and 
then it’s just 50p per rehearsal.  Rehearsals are held at Colne Ambulance Hall on 
Sunday mornings at 10.30 am until 12.30 pm but they may be extended as 
rehearsals get into full swing.  

If you would like more information why not give  
the Youth Theatre Secretary Julie a call on 07866 848 308.  

 
 
                                           The Musical 

                           February 2013 
FOOTLOOSE will explode onto the Hippodrome Theatre stage with classic 80s 
anthems including Holding Out For A Hero, Almost Paradise, Let’s Hear It For The 
Boy, and of course the title track, Footloose.  It’s a show that will have you clapping 
your hands and dancing in the aisles as the talented Youth Theatre members take 
to the stage in this fabulous, energetic show. 
 

The plot is simple. Chicago teen Ren McCormack moves with his mum to a small 
farming town.  Ren is prepared for the adjustment to his new high school.  What he 
isn't prepared for are the local laws - including a ban on dancing imposed by the 
local preacher who, following a tragedy, is bent on exercising control over the 
town's youths. When the Reverend's rebellious daughter sets her heart on Ren  
things start to happen and the kids become Footloose. 
 

With its infectious foot tapping 80’s numbers and a couple of haunting melodies, as 
well as great dancing, Footloose will be another great show by the Youth Theatre.   
                          BUT you will have to wait until 2013 to see it. 

Pack you Bags Sir or Madam? 
 

Members of the Youth Theatre are off to Sainsbury’s in Colne for another 
bag packing session on the 4th February to help raise funds for ’Half a Sixpence’. 
If you would like to help support them why not go along to Sainsbury’s to do your 
shopping on that day.  All contributions will be gratefully accepted. 
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Annual General Meeting 
Tuesday 28th February 2012 -  7.30 pm start 

Pendle Hippodrome Theatre 
The Officials of the Company will be elected 

Committee members will be elected 
Representatives to the Pendle Hippodrome Theatre Board of Directors  

will be elected. 
Accounts for the year will be put before the meeting  

 

It is important all members attend the meeting so please come along and support 
Pendle Hippodrome Theatre Company at the Annual General Meeting. 

 

Everyone is welcome. 

‘The Full Monty’ 
 

A members evening and introduction to ‘The Full Monty’, the Theatre Company’s 
Autumn 2012 production, will be held on 19th April at 7.30 pm in the Theatre bar. 
The Production Team of Howard Raw (Director) and Lisa Manley (Musical Director) 
will be introduced and will present a brief outline of the show. Rehearsals will be 
held on Monday and Thursday evenings at Colne Ambulance Hall, with Mondays 
being primarily for Principals until nearer the show.  
 

Not for the easily offended, this show contains adult content and strong language, 
‘The Full Monty’ is a glorious delight!  Based on the original film but transported to 
Buffalo New York ‘The Full Monty’ is an upbeat heart-warming and hilarious musical 
comedy about six unemployed steelworkers who come up with a bold way to make 
some quick cash. Although containing none of the original music from the film the 
show has a fabulous musical score. Do the six unemployed steelworkers from 
Buffalo really take it ALL off?  The answer is ‘Yes They Do’ when they go buff to pay 
their bills!!! 
 

The members evening will be open to all Company members but there will be no 
members allowed in the cast under 18 years of age.  Anyone wishing to join the 
Company (new Members will be very welcome) are invited to come along and enjoy 
the Social Evening followed by a pie and pea supper 

‘Fawlty Towers’ 
 

The Theatre Company are delighted to announce that the play for June 2012 will be 
three more episodes of ‘Fawlty Towers’ (including ‘The Germans’!!!) The main cast 
of the 2010 production will resume their roles as Richard Sanderson plays Basil and 
Marina Butterworth Sybil. Manuel, Polly, The Major, Misses Tibbs and Gatsby will 
also resume their roles.  There will be a read through on 28th March at 7.30 pm at 
the Theatre for Company members interested in taking other parts in the plays.  
New members are very welcome to come along to the read through.  

STOP PRESS; The shows chosen for 2013 are ‘Singin’ in the Rain’ (Spring) 
and ‘Sweeny Todd’ (Autumn)  more details to follow. 



The Youth Theatre held a very different 
kind of festive Beetle Drive in December 
when they were asked not to draw  
Beetles but Reindeer.  
 

If you are wondering how on earth they 
worked that out, well it was 6 for a body, 
5 for a head, 4 for a nose, 3 for a leg and 
they needed four of those of course. A 2 
got you an antler and you had to have 
two antlers and you needed three 1s for 
a nose and each eye.  When you had 
completed your Reindeer instead of 
crying Beetle, you had to shout Rudolf. 
 

Over 40 people attended and it’s a good 
job Father Christmas did not use the 
pictures as a blueprint for his Rudolf 
because there were some pretty weird 
Reindeer drawn in the competition . 
 

Everyone had a thoroughly good time 
and after 18 rounds Seth Broomfield was 
the overall winner.  Well done Seth. 
 

A hotdog supper, with a vegetarian 
option, was served and there were 
quizzes and various other competitions to 
add to everyone’s enjoyment.  
 

Although the event was planned purely 
as a Social Event and not as a profit 
making venture over £180 was raised for 
Youth Theatre funds.    
 

A big THANK YOU to Aunty Jen and Jim 
for organising the event and to all those 
who attended to make this such an 
enjoyable evening.                                                                                                           

A Silver Bar for 
Christine 

 

Christine Spencer has been a 
member of Colne Operatic Society, 
now Pendle Hippodrome Theatre 
C o m p a n y ,  f o r  3 5  y e a r s .                    
In December she was presented with 
a 35 year Silver Bar to add to her 
NODA Long Service Medal. 
 

Christine  served on the Committee 
of Pendle Hippodrome Youth 
Theatre for over 13 years mostly as 
Members Secretary but decided to 
retire after last year’s Annual 
General Meeting. She elected to 
have her Long Service Award 
presented by Youth Theatre 
Chairman Bev Hemingway at the 
Youth Theatre’s Reindeer Drive 
which was held at the Theatre in 
December. 
 

Bev also presented Christine with a 
gift from the Youth Theatre in 
recognition of her 13 years service 
on the Committee. 
 

Christine will be appearing in Pendle 
Hippodrome Theatre Company’s 
production of ‘The Sound of Music’ in 
March and is looking forward to 
many more years service with the 
Theatre Company. 

Christine Bev 

The Reindeer Drawers 

DRAW ME A REINDEER 8 



After several attempts at trying to find 
a date and time when everyone was 
free, and taking into consideration 
Christmas, the Craft Fair, numerous 
Theatre shows, the Annual  cleaning 
and sorting of  the Wardrobe 
Department, plus all their other 
various Theatre related activities and 
duties the Ladies of the said 
department finally managed a very 
well deserved ‘late lunch’.  
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 ‘We’re Almost There’ 
 

I’m sure that’s the song 
echoing round the Stables 
workshop and the Theatre 
on Tuesday mornings as 
our dedicated team of seat 
restorers continue with 
what must seem like a 
never ending task. 
 

They have now refurbished 
around 440 of  the 
Theatre’s ‘just short of 500’ 
seats  which have been 
fitted with  modern, up to 
date, foam rubber seat 
cushions. 
 

Celebrations would no 
doubt be in order if there 
weren’t another 500 jobs 
lined up waiting for them to 
do. But! they may be 
allowed to treat themselves 
to an extra biscuit with their 
cup of tea when they 
eventually reach their goal. 

 

Well done team, not far to go now. 

Did You Know?  

25 years ago in 1987 the first 
shows were taking to the newly 

re-opened Hippodrome stage. 
 

Hands up those of you who remember 
which shows they were!!!! 
 

Colne Operatic Society were the first of 
our then three Societies to present a 
show and ‘Camelot’ was their choice.  
Who could forget the late Tod Hunter’s 
entrance with ‘Orrid’ played by 
Eaglescrag Ifan (the biggest dog in the 
world).  Martin Chadwick played King 
Arthur with Jill Harrison as Guinevere.  
The producer was Brian Townend, 
Cecilia Harrison Director, Lindon Amison 
Musical Director and Susan Chippendale 
(Thorp) was Choreographer. 
 

‘Viva Mexico’ in February was staged by 
the Freelance Society the leading roles 
of Raqueita and Ramon being played by 
Caroline Taylor and Nick Whalley.  A 
young Angela Steele (Boult) played 
Lucille and an equally young Steve 
Royle, Pepe.  Jean Preston was both 
Producer and Choreographer and the 
late Vincent Waterworth was Musical 
Director. 
 

In April, St John’s AO&DS took to the 
stage with ‘The King and I’.  In the lead 
roll of Anna Leonowens was Moya 
Hargreaves with the late Ray Eden as 
The King.  Producer was David Gott, 
Musical Director, Mary Butler with 
Choreography by Shirley Kenyon. 
 

If you remember all of this give yourself 
a pat on the back, if you don’t then either 
you are too young or maybe you just 
missed some very good shows OR 
maybe you weren’t even born!!!! 
Whatever your excuse you will recognise 
some of the names as many of them are 
still around 25 years on. Some are still 
performing and appeared in January’s 
‘Silver Spectacular’ a celebration of 25 
years of Pendle Hippodrome Theatre.  

- 440 

Seat 
Monitor 

Ladies at Lunch 
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 Young 

Designers 
 

 When you buy 
your programme at 
‘Half a Sixpence’  
take special note of 
the br i l l i ant l y 
designed f ront 
cover. 
 

At the end of last year the Youth 
Theatre launched a competition for 
members to design a programme 
cover and the programme you will 
hold in your hand is the result of that 
competition. 
. 

The judges were 
extremely impressed 
by the standard of 
entries and were at a 
loss which one to 
choose.  In the end 
they chose two 
d e s i g n s  a n d 
amalgamated them to 
form one perfect 
programme. 
 

The winners were Lydia Hunt and 
Olivia Riley.  They each received a 
prize and are eagerly looking 
forwards to seeing their designs in 
print.      Congratulations girls. 

Lydia and Olivia 

Dreaming On 
 

Those of you who have not 
ventured to the Theatre in 
the last month may not know that the 
Derby Arms, has re-opened as a 
Public House. 
 

The hopes and dreams we may have 
cherished of  owning the building and 
extending the Theatre’s facilities have 
had to be put aside. Like Snow White 
we can only sing ‘One day the Pub 
Will Come’  but hopefully we will not 
be singing ‘To Dream the Impossible 
Dream’. 

The Break-through 
 

It took 23 years but the 23rd Annual Arts 
Crafts and Gifts Fair held at the Theatre in 
November 2011 reached a momentous 
milestone and raised £10,000 (yes, that is 
ten thousand pounds, we haven’t added 
an extra nought) profit for Theatre funds. 
 

Over 1900 people crossed our threshold 
and with  people using their programme 
for free re-entry it is estimated that the 
footfall exceeded well over 2000.    
 

This is an amazing achievement for just 
10 days and a huge THANK YOU must go 
to everyone who helped in any way. To 
the Setters Up and Strippers Out, the 
Exhibitors, the Catering Staff, the 
numerous Stewards, the Customers who 
bought all those lovely  things and most of 
all the Craft Fair Committee who 
organised it all. 
 

Planning for Craft Fair number 24, which 
is being held 17th to 24th November 2012, 
is well under way and if you are interested 
in exhibiting please --- 

-- ring Sheila on 01282 615787  
or email her at sheilakeogh@tiscali.co.uk. 

Sophie with some of the Catering Team 
Sophie Lord was the 
winner of the Flower Cake 
raffle at the Craft Fair and 
Mrs Whittaker won the 
Lonely Goat Herd cake. 
Sophie is appearing as 
Liesl in ‘The Sound of Music’ in March. 
       Congratulations to both ladies 

and many thanks to Rose Dummer  
for the magnificent cakes. 



ROY BROWN 
Aged 61 years 

 

Roy was one of the very much 
valued associates of  Pendle 
Hippodrome Theatre. In his capacity 
as a member of Colne First Aid 
Services he attended almost every 
production staged at the Hippodrome 
over the last 25 years. 
He was a founder member and 
Treasurer of Colne First Aid Services 
and a Trustee of Colne Ambulance 
Trust where rehearsals are held. 
His smiling face and cheery manner 
will be very sadly missed especially 
by our Front of House Staff. 

GIBSON CLEGG 
Aged 97 years 

 

To older members of the Company 
Gibson will be best remembered as 
’their’ Musical Director.  He was not 
only Musical Director for St John’s 
AO&DS in the hey-days of the Palace 
Theatre in Nelson in the late 1950s 
and ‘60s but he also served as 
Musical Director for Colne Operatic 
Society for a total of 12 years in the 
1960s and ‘70s. 
Despite his rather stern demeanour 
he was reported to have had a 
wicked sense of humour and was 
always a pleasure to work with.  

OBITUARIES   
It is with great sadness that we report the deaths of the following 
Members, Friends  and Associates of Pendle Hippodrome Theatre 

who sadly passed away in late 2011. 

 

We would like to express our sincere condolences  
to all their families and many friends 
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MARGARET GOTT 
Aged 72 years 

 

Margaret played the part of Meg in 
‘Little Women’ with Colne Dramatic 
Society and from that date onwards 
was always known as Meg. 
She was Assistant Wardrobe 
Mistress for both St John’s AO&DS 
and the Freelance Society for many 
years until ill health prevented her 
from taking an active part in shows 
although she still attended as many 
productions as she was able. Our 
prayers and thoughts are with her 
husband David who was both a 
member and Musical Director of St 
Johns and the Freelance Society. 

KATHLEEN HARWOOD 
Aged 84 years 

 

Kathleen was a very valued and 
active member of the Hippodrome 
Craft Fair Committee for many 
years.  She was also a member of 
both St John AO&DS and the 
Freelance Society where she took 
on many duties both backstage as a 
dresser and Front of House . 
It was at Kathleen’s suggestion that 
‘The Friends of the Hippodrome’ was 
set up for people who wished to 
support Pendle Hippodrome Theatre 
and she was one of the first people 
to join the ‘Friends’ and become a 
much valued patron of the Theatre. 



 
 

Sat 3rd, Sun 4th and Sat 10th, Sun 11th March    from 9.00 am   
     Featuring dance schools from right across the North Of England.  
Lunches and afternoon teas.    Competitions all day.  Tickets - £ 3.50 

Pendle Hippodrome Theatre Company presents 
 

              Tues 20th to Sat 24th March  
   7.30 pm start and a Saturday Matinee at 2.00 pm    

www.phtheatre.co.uk 

Pendle Hippodrome Youth Theatre presents 
 

        Wed 15th to Sat 18th February  
Tickets £8 and £10  7.30 start and a Sat Matinee at 2.00 

BOOKING NOW 

Editor; Milly Greenwood Tel: 01282 690598  e-mail millyg@btinternet.com 
Pendle Hippodrome Theatre, New Market Street, Colne, Lancs, BB8 9BJ 

Tel. 01282 863210     www.phtheatre.co.uk   

What’s On at the Pendle Hippodrome 

Spring 2011             Theatre 

GHOST HUNTING  
in the HIPPODROME THEATRE  

SAT 31ST MARCH 
 

Join us if you dare for a night of paranormal experiences  
with the 6th Sense Ghost Hunters. 

8.00 pm to 
2.00 am 

TICKETS £20 including light refreshments 

www.phtheatre.co.uk 

 
 

 
 

World Premier - A Biopic of Titanic Bandmaster Wallace Hartley 
               Also showing - ‘A Night to Remember’ 
  The classic 1958 film of the ill fated RMS Titanic   14th APRIL 2012 
Pendle Hippodrome Theatre Company present 3 Episodes of 
  

 
                                  6th to 9th June 2012 


