February 2020

CHRISTMAS CHEER FOR THE OLD FOLKS OF COLNE
The members of Pendle Hippodrome Youth Theatre brought
Christmas Cheer to the residents when they visited The Grange Care
Home and Peel Gardens in Colne. Following their Sunday morning
rehearsal singing about the summer and sunshine from their
forthcoming production ‘Summer Holiday’ the extremely versatile
youngster completely changed seasons as they entertained the
residents with a feast of Christmas carols and songs and a winter
wonderland. Well done Guys.
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Booking
Arrangements for
ALL Pendle
Hippodrome
Shows
AT THE THEATRE

THE THEATRE BOX OFFICE
WILL BE OPEN FOR
BOOKING
Sunday mornings
11.00 am to 1.00 pm
until 16th February
Then Friday and Saturday
mornings
10.00 am to 12 noon
from 28th February
until 14th March
Call in and book your seats
or ring on 01282 863210
during opening hours.
NO Booking fee

ONLINE
LOG IN TO

www.phtheatre.co.uk
Follow the Online
Booking Instructions

Theatre plan available
Online Booking Fee Applicable

OUTLET
Central Garage
Wheatley Lane Road Fence
CHICAGO only
Call in and book your tickets
or ring them on
01282 617315
NO Booking Fee

THE DOOR
COME ALONG TO ANY
PERFORMANCE AND
BOOK AT THE THEATRE
BOX OFFICE

Members are cordially invited to attend the

Pendle Hippodrome
Theatre Limited
Annual General Meeting

Tuesday 21st April - 7.30 pm at the Theatre
The Pendle Hippodrome Theatre Ltd Annual
General Meeting is a formal meeting attended by
The Board of Directors and Committee Members
of Pendle Hippodrome Theatre Company, all of
whom have voting rights. All other Company
members are invited to the meeting which
should take about 30 minutes.
The meeting will be followed by a Stewards
Training Session at approx. 8.00 pm. A
second Stewards Training Session will be held
on Wednesday 29th April at 7.30 pm for those
unable to attend the first session.

31st Annual Craft Fair
It does not seem 31 years since the
Annual Craft Fair was introduced to the
Hippodrome calendar BUT 31 years it is
and the 2019 event proved to be yet
another resounding success. The Fair
raised an amazing £11,000.00 (exact amount yet
to be fully confirmed by the Theatre Treasurer) to
help keep the Theatre up and running.
It takes an army of volunteers to run the Craft Fair
and we would like to say a huge Thank You to
you all. Also to the 90 plus stall holders who
bring their wares and the public who come along
in their thousands to support our event.
Thank you all and here’s to the 32nd Annual
Arts Crafts and Gifts Fair in November 2020.

THANK YOU
Keith Walton would like to say thank you to all
the people who have sent get well wishes,
cards etc and visited him during his recent
period of incapacity. He would like to assure
everyone that he has neither retired nor died
and will be back at the Hippodrome as soon as
his gammy leg will allow.
Thanks everyone
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The talented Karl Pilkington will step into the sunshine and the shoes of Cliff Richard
when he plays Don in the Pendle Hippodrome Youth Theatre’s ‘Summer Holiday’ from
Wed19th to Sat 22nd February at 7.30 pm nightly with a Saturday Matinee at 2.00 pm.
Accompanying him on the Big Red London Bus will be his fellow mechanics Edwin,
Cyril and Steve played by Levi Martin, Lewis Mumby and James Crickmore.
As they dance and sing their way across Europe the boys will meet up with many
characters including the girls, Angie, Alma and Mimsie who are played by Katy
McMillan, Grace Mumby and Bella Withnall and of course Barbara Don’s love interest
played by Catherine Mann. Lizzie Thomson and Kaden Doult play Stella and Jerry.
Caeragh McCloy is Wilma/Solo Vocalist. Living Doll is Kasie Thompson and the
Company Dance Captain is Eden Barritt.
Dan Mason Directs and Choreographs the show and Lisa Manley is Musical Director.
(Incidentally Dan played Cyril when the Youth Theatre presented the show in 2007).
Come and see the ‘Batchelor Boy’ fall in love with his ‘Living Doll’ as the ‘Young
Ones’ whisk you away on a ‘Summer Holiday’ ‘In the Country’. I hope you don’t get
‘A Funny Feeling’ as you are ‘Constantly’ asked to ‘Put on your Dancing Shoes’
and ‘Move It’.

See opposite page for ways to book your seats
Tickets: £12 Adults £10 concessions
Family of 4 - £40
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Pendle Hippodrome Youth Theatre members and Committee would like to
thank all the people who came along to support their Christmas Coffee
Morning on 21st December and make it such a success.
There was entertainment galore with games, Tombola, cake stalls
and a raffle with loads of prizes. There was even a magic grotto
where young visitors could meet Father Christmas and whisper in his
ear what they hoped he would bring them on Christmas Day.
The members entertained with a selection of Carols and Christmas songs,
while the Committee members, as well as manning the stalls, served a
selection of hot chocolate, tea, coffee and even mulled wine together with
mince pies for the customers to enjoy and get them into the Christmas spirit.
The Christmas Coffee morning swelled the Youth Theatre funds towards the
staging of ‘Summer Holiday’ by a very welcome £470.
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CHICAGO is about to hit the Hippodrome Stage for just five nights from Tues 17th to
Sat 21st March at 7.30 nightly. Note there will be no Matinee performance.
Chicago the Musical follows 'not your usual housewife', Roxie Hart, who gains dubious
notoriety when she kills her boyfriend, invents her defence and manipulates everyone
from her trustworthy husband to the fickle media and the unsuspecting public. A harsh
satire on media, fame and justice, the musical is set in 1920s Chicago and follows a
sleazy celebrity lawyer as he works to whip up a jury in order to turn two murderers
into stars.

The murderesses as portrayed in the film version by Catherine Zita Jones (Velma) and
Renee Zellweger (Roxy) will be played by our very own Cathryn Osborne and Liz
Rowell. Billy Flynn is played by Matt Whatley, Mama Morton by Laura Schofield,
Amos by Elliot Griffiths and Mary Sunshine by Ms D.Mason. The Merry Murderesses
are Catherine Cox, Sophie Greenwood, Penny Hatfield, Stephanie Hyatt and Amy
Prendergast, with Vicky Royle as ‘Go to Hell Kitty’.
They are accompanied by an extensive cast of singers and dancers to bring this show
alive and kicking to the stage.
This singing dancing spectacular is set in the Chicago’s 1920s jazz age. The Kander
and Ebb score features the classics "All That Jazz", "Razzle Dazzle", "All I Care About"
"Mr. Cellophane" and ‘Cell Block Tango’.
David Slater has sadly had to step down as Director and the show is now being
directed by Stevan Manley with assistance from Stephen Burrows, with Lisa Manley as
Musical Director and Helen Cheung as Choreographer.
See Page 2 for ways to book your seats
Tickets £16 Adults and Concessions £14 (65 years and over and under 19s)

PLEASE NOTE: Due to licensing restrictions there are a limited number
of tickets available for this show and it is advised to book early.
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Youth Theatre News

Ever wanted to go on stage? Or work backstage?
Anyone between the ages of 10 and late teens will
be welcome to come along and join the Award
Winning Pendle Hippodrome Youth Theatre for
their next show. There are no auditions to join
everyone is welcome. Auditions are only held for
people wishing to take leading roles in a
production.
The doors will open on Sunday 22nd March at Encore Dance Studio on Rigby Street
Colne. At the time of going to press Membership is £15 per year and there is a
weekly charge of £1 per rehearsal. Rehearsals are held at either Encore Dance
Studio or the Hippodrome Theatre on Sunday mornings at 10.30 am until 12.30 pm
but may be extended as the show gets nearer and rehearsals get into full swing
If you would like more information why not give
the Youth Theatre Chairman Julie a call on 07866 848 308.

Get ready for the sensational show ‘FAME’. Remember the Film and TV series
that inspired generations to fight for fame and light up the sky like a flame!
‘FAME’ will be coming to Pendle Hippodrome Theatre in 2021 staged by our very
own Youth Theatre.

I bet you can all sing the lyrics “I'm gonna live forever, I'm gonna learn how to fly,
high, I feel it coming together, people will see me and cry, FAME”. Maybe you can
still dance a few of the moves, or shall we leave the energetic bits to the Youth
Theatre…..
The Youth Theatre Committee apologise if you were looking forward to ‘Thoroughly
Modern Millie’ in 2021 but when the opportunity arose to stage ‘FAME’ who could
resist? The show will be staged in February 2021 and if you would like to join the
show and fit into the right age range then see above.

KEEP A LOOK OUT FOR THEM
On 1st February the Youth Theatre members will be touring local Supermarkets to
publicise their production ‘Summer Holiday’. They may even sing a song or two on
their travels. Keep your eyes and ears peeled in the local area and give them a
wave and a word of encouragement as you pass. Thanks.

Theatre Company News
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Annual General Meeting
Tuesday 25th February - 7.30 pm start
Pendle Hippodrome Theatre
The Officials of the Company will be elected.
Committee members will be elected.
Representatives to the Pendle Hippodrome Theatre
Board of Directors will be elected.
Accounts for the year will be put before the meeting.
It is important that all members attend the meeting so please come along and
support Pendle Hippodrome Theatre Company at the Annual General Meeting.

ALL MEMBERS ARE WELCOME.
ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS: Annual Members Subscriptions for Pendle
Hippodrome Theatre Company are now due for 2020 and can be paid at the Annual
General Meeting. Please see Susan Thorp. Note; Debit/Credit Card payments for

‘Dying To Meet You’
Pendle Hippodrome Theatre Company are to present the play
‘Dying to Meet You’ by Ron Hutson. Performances on Weds 3rd to
Sat 6th June 2020. A change from the usual TV Spin Off.
In the hilarious fast moving comedy Richard and his wife Barbara
accidently offer the same room as lodgings to a young undertaker and a young
woman who has the mafia after her. Confusion, panic, cross dressing and many
misunderstandings abound. Not helped when an Italian gentleman turns up with a
violin case.
The play sees the welcome return of Angela Boult who will Direct. Casting and
rehearsals will begin in the near future. See the Company Facebook page for details
or the next edition of Footlight Forum.

Pendle Hippodrome Theatre Company will be presenting the glorious
‘My Fair Lady’ 22nd to 26th September 2020.
The show will be Directed by David Hulme and Musical Director is Lisa
Manley. The show will be Choreographed by Dan Mason.
An introductory night will be held on Mon 6th April 2020 at 7.30
in the Theatre Bar and auditions are expected to take place on 26th April.

Come along and join the cast.
Past, present and new members will all be welcome.
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And the winner is!

The nominations for NODA North
West district 3 and 12 have been
announced and Pendle Hippodrome
Youth Theatre and Pendle
Hippodrome Theatre Company
have received in total an amazing
20 nominations. Pendle Hippodrome
Theatre Company received 9
nominations and Pendle Hippodrome
Youth Theatre 11 nominations.
A table is to be booked for our Theatre
Company and Youth Theatre members
for the NODA District 3 & 12 Awards
and Dinner which will held at the
Dunkenhalgh Hotel at Clayton le Moors
on 8th February. The glittering occasion
is for all the groups within the area to
get together and celebrate our superb
local talent.
The nominations are as follows.

PENDLE HIPPODROME
THEATRE COMPANY
NOMINATIONS
►Best Musical
●‘OKLAHOMA’ Directed by Richard
Sanderson Musical Director Lisa
Manley, Choreographer Lindsay Taylor
●’OUR HOUSE’ Directed by Richard
Sanderson, Musical Director Lisa
Manley, Choreographer Dan Mason.
►Best Male Lead in a Musical
Matt Whatley (Curly) Oklahoma
►Best Supporting Male in
a Musical
●Damian Marsh (Jud Fry) Oklahoma
●John Huyton (Joe’s Dad) Our House
►Best Supporting Female in
a Musical
Julie Cummins (Aunt Eller) Oklahoma
►Best Ensemble
●Our House
●Oklahoma
►Best Choreographer
Lindsay Taylor ‘Oklahoma’

PENDLE HIPPODROME
YOUTH THEATRE NOMINATIONS
►Best Youth Production
●’POPSTARS’ Directed by Josh Hindle,
Musical Director Tim Mason
Choreographed by Dan Mason.
●’SHREK The Musical Jnr’ Director and
Musical Director Laura Schofield,
Technical Director George Bailey and
Choreographed by Cathryn Osborne.
►Best Youth Ensemble
Shrek Characters SHREK The Musical
Jnr.
►Best Leading Youth Performer
Lewis Mumby (Various) .
►Best Supporting Youth Performer
Eden Barritt (Storyteller) ‘SHREK The
Musical Jnr.
►Best production Team Member
of a Youth Production
●Penelope Hatfield and David Smith
Joint Stage Managers ‘POPSTARS’
●Paul Thompson Stage Manager
’SHREK The Musical Jnr.
►Best Youth Comedy Performance
●Lewis Mumby (Donkey) SHREK The
Musical Jnr.
●Grace Mumby (Shannon) POPSTARS.
►Best Musical Direction
Tim Mason ‘POPSTARS’
►Best Concert/Revue
30th Anniversary Concert
The Victor Booth Award,
The Tom Kinder Memorial Award,
Best Overall Performance (Individual
Performer, Production or Society),
Best Overall Production and
The Special Achievement Award
will be announced on the night.

Congratulations
to all the Nominees.
The winners will go forward to the
NODA North West Reginal Awards
which will be presented at the
Annual Conference in May.

ARMLESS
Our poor Theatre mannequins, who live in
the stables, were looking more than a little
worse for wear. They had not been
sampling the offerings from the bar or
anything and were armless rather than
legless. One looked like it had been in a
fight round the back of the Derby Arms
and had a large chip out of its nose.
Someone in the dim and distant past tried
to revive the lady by applying some makeup but she appeared to have had a very
heavy night on the gin, her face was
peeling and her mascara looked like she
had been out on the town all night.
The mannequins are used for display
purposes, advertising shows etc and it
was felt that the dummies, in their current
state, did not reflect the attractive and
beautiful people at the Hippodrome,
especially when one had lost a hand so
was usually wearing a sling or a glove. It
was felt therefore that the time had come
to replace these poor dilapidated souls.
New bodies were sourced and with a
generous donation from ‘Back Door
Brenda’ have already appeared, fully
clothed I might add, in the glass house in
Colne advertising events at the
Hippodrome.
The dummies are named Bren and Joe
and we look forward to seeing them
around the town, in suitable attire, helping
to promote our shows.
Our New
Members
of the
Hippodrome
First time we’ve
had naked bodies
in the Footlight
Forum lol. (Should
we have added fig
leaves?) Lets
hope it doesn’t start
a trend.

They Have Been BUSY BUSY BUSY 9
Have you ever popped into our
Wardrobe Department on a Monday
evening? It is usually packed with
people wanting to hire costumes for all
sorts of events. From Productions to
Parties, Murder Mystery evenings to
Theme weekends, you name it there
will be someone there looking for a
costume. We also hire out to schools
Theatre Companies and other groups
plus we help with costumes for our
own Theatre Company and Youth
Theatre shows.
It’s none stop on a Monday but it
doesn’t end there. Tuesday morning
is tidy up session after the chaos of
Monday and Wednesday nights are
for shows only. The costumes then
need washing or dry cleaning, ironing,
sometimes mending and then putting
back into stock after each hire.
However, there is a bright side to this
never ending work. The Wardrobe
Team is proud to announce that in
2019 they raised around £9000 for
Theatre Funds plus £800 in their Popup Shop at the Blues in August.
If you were to break down the hours
spent by the wardrobe ladies it
wouldn’t be a viable business
proposition. Fortunately we enjoy
meeting all the interesting people who
come to visit and meeting the
challenges to find just the right
costumes. Lots of PR is done and
visitors are encouraged to attend
shows, given flyers or taken across to
the Theatre for a quick peek on stage.
As well as caring for the costumes we
also take time out for brews, a laugh
and a catch up whilst we are there.
We are all volunteers and do it for love
of the Theatre and over the years
have raised a great deal of much
needed cash for the upkeep of The
Hippodrome.
Well done Ladies and THANK YOU.
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Balderstone-Sanderson

Jess Balderstone and Richard Sanderson are delighted to
announce their engagement. Richard proposed to Jess
while they were on holiday in November and of course
she said YES. Jess and Richard met at the Hippodrome
and have strong links to the Theatre.
Pendle Hippodrome Theatre Company Committee
Member Jess has appeared on stage with The Theatre
Company, the Youth Theatre and BASICS in many
diverse roles from Maria in ‘The Sound of Music’ to
Carlotta in ‘Phantom of the Opera’. Her last staring role
with Pendle Hippodrome Theatre Company was as Ado
Annie in ‘Oklahoma’ in September and she played Jill with
the Theatre Worx panto ‘Jack and the Beanstalk’ in December at the Hippodrome. A
very busy lady she is currently rehearsing for ‘9 to 5’ in Clitheroe staging in February.
Richard is also a very busy person and very well known in Theatre Circles. He
recently Directed ‘Cats’ for BASICs which was staged at the Hippodrome and
‘Oklahoma’ for Pendle Hippodrome Theatre Company in September. He has Directed
many shows at the Hippodrome over the years including ‘Our House’ the Madness
Musical which was staged earlier in 2019 and several shows which Jess has been in.
Richard has also appeared on the Hippodrome stage taking various parts but his most
notable and well remembered part is probably as Basil Fawlty in the Theatre
Company’s two productions of ‘Fawlty Towers’.

CONGRATULATIONS JESS AND RICHARD
———————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————-

Whittam - Goodall
Claire is one of the well known faces at the Theatre.
She has been involved in Pendle Hippodrome Theatre
Company and its predecessors all her life and as a
child she appeared in several productions although she
doesn’t appear on stage anymore. Claire was also a
Committee Member of Pendle Hippodrome Theatre
Company and is a Life Member of the Society.
Her father Joe Whittam is the Hippodrome’s Bar
Manager and a Board Member and he and her late mother Heather were both heavily
involved with the Theatre. Heather was one of the Theatre’s make-up artists and also
appeared in many shows.
Claire is Pendle Hippodrome Theatre Company’s Assistant Front of House Manager
and so it was only natural that when she met Neil she introduced him to life at the
Hippodrome. He can now regularly be seen working at the Theatre in all sorts of
capacities, behind the Box Office, behind the Bar and behind the scenes. He also runs
the outside booking outlet for the Hippodrome at Central Garage in Fence which he
owns and runs.

CONGRATULATIONS CLAIRE AND NEIL

Secret Cinema
The next Secret Cinema
will be on

28th February 2020
at 7.30 pm
No need to book and
it is FREE although a small
donation would be appreciated
Just come along and enjoy
If you would like to register at
bookings-pht@outlook.com
we will email you to let you
know what the next film is.

Experience 2
After
completing
a
tandem Sky Dive from
15,000 feet last year
Theatre
Company
member Steve Royle
said “It was THE single
m os t ex c it i n g a n d e x h i lar a t in g
experience of my life!” Well on the 4th
April this year Steve is about to have his
second exciting and exhilarating
experience when he repeats his dive.
This time raising money for Dementia
UK. He is funding the ‘dive’ himself so
every penny raised will go to Dementia
UK. You can donate by visiting Steve’s
Just Giving page.
Good Luck Steve.
It is with sadness that we report
the death of

Enid Grace Pollard
29th December Aged 92 years
Enid was one of the first, and a much
valued, member of Friends of The
Hippodrome. She was an avid
supporter of the Hippodrome and had
attended almost every show since the
1960’s until ill health prevented her.
We would like to offer our
sincere condolences to all her
family and friends.
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It is with great sadness
that we report the death of

ALAN BEECROFT
Aged 66 years
Alan was known as
‘Spike’ within Pendle
Hippodrome Theatre
circles. To the wider
c om m u n it y
an d
Colne Clarets, with
whom he had a long
association, he was
known as ‘Beeky’.
He was diagnosed with motor neurone
disease in early 2018 but until recently
it did not stop him doing the things he
enjoyed.
Alan had many varied
interests, he was a keen ornithologist
an d a k no wle d g e a b le r a il wa y
enthusiast.
Alan was always a Larger than Life
Character, never short of something to
say or rib friends about, When Alan
was in the room you knew it.
He was a past Chairman and
Committee member of St John’s
AO&DS He had served on The
Hippodrome Board of Directors and
was one of the maintenance team
when the Hippodrome was first
purchased in 1978. He was the
Theatre’s Bar Manager when it opened
in 1986.
Alan was a long standing member of
Friends of the Hippodrome and his last
visit to the Hippodrome was just last
year to the Craft Fair in November
2019.
He will be sadly missed
We would like to express our
sincere condolences
to all his family and many friends.

PENDLE HIPPODROME YOUTH THEATRE presents

Weds 19th to Sat 22nd February 2020 7.30 pm and Sat Matinee 2.00 pm

Pendle Hippodrome Theatre

Frids 28th Feb & 1st May
Licenced Bar and Tea Bar

FREE Film Screening

7.30 pm Register for details at
bookings-pht@outlook.com

PENDLE HIPPODROME
THEATRE COMPANY
presents the musical

Tues 17th to Sat 21st
March 7.30 pm start
STAGE DOOR YOUTH THEATRE presents

Thurs 26th to
Sat 28th March
7.30 pm and
Sat Mat 2.00 pm

PINKED FLOYD - Tribute band
Saturday 18th April - Doors 7.30 pm for 8.00 pm

www.pinked-floyd.co.uk

Mr Pennine Bodybuilding Competition
Sunday 26th April from 12.00 pm Tickets £16 Book Online
See our website www.phtheatre.co.uk for all booking details and book online.
Ring the telephone booking number 01282 617315.
Call in at Central Garage Fence or the Theatre Box Office during events.
Editor: Milly Greenwood Tel: 01282 690598 e-mail millyg@btinternet.com
Pendle Hippodrome Theatre, New Market Street, Colne, Lancs, BB8 9BJ

Tel. 01282 863210

www.phtheatre.co.uk and Facebook
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