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‘CHRISTMAS EVE’
Christmas Eve at the Hippodrome was once
again an evening of merriment and fun. It was a
real family occasion as members and friends of
all ages came together to celebrate the end of
another very successful year. From the
youngest toddler to Grandmas and Grandads
everyone had an excellent time.
Santa, and his helper from Elf and Safety,
paid their customary visit and, although we
thought it could not get any better, his grotto,
was even more spectacular than ever.
As the eager revellers waited in line to see
Santa, ‘The Snowman’ film was showing on the
big screen in the Theatre. It was a truly magical
experience for old and young alike.
An excellent Jacob’s Join super provided by the
party goers was enthusiastically enjoyed and much
Christmas Spirit was consumed. There were
games, competitions and dancing to round off the
evening before everyone toddled off home to wait
for another visit from the man in red.
A huge thank you to all the people who helped
organise the event, especially the Grotto builders and
of course Santa for sparing the time on such a busy
evening, to Fiona Thompson who organised the games
and the crew who organised the music and festive lights.
See you all again later in the year there are only 330 days to go.
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Booking
Arrangements for ALL
Pendle Hippodrome
Shows
DISCOVER PENDLE
Boundary Mill Stores
Vivary Way Colne
Just call in to book your seats
Or ring 01282 856186
Open daily 10 am to 8 pm
Sundays 11 am to 5 pm
Booking Fee Applicable

ONLINE
LOG IN TO www.phtheatre.co.uk
Follow the Online Booking
Instructions and Theatre plan

Online Booking Fee Applicable

AT THE THEATRE
The Theatre box office will be open
1st to 21st March
Wednesdays, Fridays and Saturdays
10 am to 1 pm
Call in and book your seats or ring
on 01282 863210 during opening
hours.

ON THE DOOR
COME ALONG TO ANY
PERFORMANCE
AND BOOK AT THE
THEATRE BOX OFFICE
BOOKING SECRETARIES

BUGSY MALONE
Booking Secretary 01282 699779
Evenings and Weekends only.
Call for block booking information

HELLO DOLLY
Booking Secretary 01282 612402
Evenings and Weekends only.
Call for block booking information
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THE HIPPODROME
A Potted History 1914-2014
The Hippodrome Theatre is delighted to be
celebrating its centenary in 2014.
Here is a short history of our Theatre.
The Theatre was built by a Colne man Mr
George Fort, on land he owned, using local
stone from the Law Quarry in Castle Road.
It opened on 21st September 1914.
The Hippodrome started its life as a cinevariety theatre featuring a variety bill with
the silent film as the star turn. In the early
1930’s 'talking pictures' replaced the
’silents’ and for the next thirty years the
Hippodrome presented feature films for the
people of Colne and beyond.
The next change for the Hippodrome
followed the whim of popular culture and on
June 8th 1964 "eyes down and look in"
Bingo had arrived.
In the spring of 1978 the rumours of the
closure of the Hippodrome were verified
and at a meeting of the officials of the, then
three, local operatic societies it was agreed
that a home of our own was the way
forward. The owners EMI proved to be
sympathetic and negotiated a very fair deal
for the purchase of the theatre.
Many varied, and some bizarre, methods of
raising money were employed but finally
and successfully in June 1978 the
Hippodrome became ours.
For the first time in its history the
Hippodrome was 'closed'. Years of neglect
had left a formidable task. However the
group had determination, vision and a
purpose. They optimistically aimed at
re-opening in two years after an outlay of
£20,000. In the event it took nearly nine
years at a cost of over £130,000.
The theatre was finally reopened on
Saturday 6th December 1986 by Simon
Towneley Lord Lieutenant of Lancashire.
That was not the end but only the beginning
of what is now the
PENDLE HIPPODROME THEATRE

If you have ever ventured into the
Theatre wardrobe department on a
Monday evening you will know that it
is sometimes difficult to get through
the door for people searching through
or trying on costumes. What you may
not know is that the ladies also open
wardrobe by special request on many
other occasions for other groups and
societies who are doing shows.
During 2013, as well as the hundreds
of Monday night customers, they have
provided costumes for an amazing 53
different groups who hail from just
down the road and as far as Lytham
and Bradford. Our fame has spread by
word of mouth, cast members and
committees pass on how good our
stock of costumes is, how clean and
tidy they are and of course how very
competitive our hire prices are. We
always give everyone a cheerful
welcome and involve them in finding
and choosing their costumes and they
come back time and time again. We
don’t profess to be able to do full
shows but we do what we can to help
out all these other organisations.
Our costumes are a wonderful asset
to the Theatre. They not only save
money on our own shows costume
bills, they also make money when we
hire them out. We use the opportunity
of all our visitors to publicise our
shows and the Theatre and often take
people across for a quick look round.
The wardrobe ladies give their time
happily to raise funds for the Theatre
and over the past year have raised
around £6000 for Theatre funds.
THANK YOU LADIES for all the time
and effort you put in, for the washing
and ironing, mending and tidying.
Well done. Keep up the good work.

Although the inside of the Footlight
Forum is printed in black and white
there is a way to see all the
photographs and graphics in full
glorious Technicolor.
Just log onto our website at
www.phtheatre.co.uk, go to ‘Footlight
Forum’ and the whole issue is
displayed on screen IN FULL COLOUR

ALAN F EVANS
DIED 25TH DECEMBER 2013
AGED 90 YEARS
It is with sadness that we report the
death of Alan Ffoulkes Evans.
Alan was President of The Freelance
Society for 10 years from 1977 until
his retirement in 1987 when he stood
down to concentrate on his duties as
Deputy Mayor and the following year
as the Mayor of Pendle.
Despite
his
many
personal
commitments he always attended the
Annual General Meetings of The
Freelance Society and was part of the
official party at the end of show
speeches which in those days were
presented on stage at the close of the
Saturday evening performance.
Over the years Alan attended
numerous Freelance show rehearsals
and was a great asset to the Society.
He was a frequent visitor to the
Hippodrome for all our three Societies
shows and took an active interest in
all local Theatre.
We would like to express
our sincere condolences
to all Alan’s family and friends.
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Dates for your Diary
Gala Centenary
Celebration
4th October 2014
On 4th October the Hippodrome
will celebrate 100 years as a
Theatre with a Gala Centenary
Celebration Night.
A specially commissioned film
about the Hippodrome over the
last 100 years will be shown on
the big screen and this will be
followed by a buffet supper and
dancing to the
Swing City Big Band.
Tickets are £10 Adults and £5
under 16’s. They are available
on-line or any time the Theatre
Box Office is open.
This will be a night to remember
as we look forward to
the next hundred years.

Pendle Hippodrome Theatre
Annual General Meeting

Following last year’s
extremely successful
Theatre Company trip
on board the Marton
Emperor on the Leeds Liverpool canal
the Company are planning another
evening afloat on Friday 13th June.
This time they are doing it in daylight
so everyone can appreciate the
wonderful tranquillity of the local
countryside (and see where they are
going).
More details will follow in the next
Footlight Forum but make a note of the
date now as numbers are limited and
tickets go very quickly once on sale.

Wed 19th to Sat 22nd February 7.30 nightly Saturday Matinee 2 pm

Wednesday 30th April 2014
7.30 pm at the Theatre
The Pendle Hippodrome Theatre
Annual General Meeting is a formal
meeting attended by The Board of
Directors and Committee Members of
Pendle
Hippodrome
Theatre
Company, all of whom have voting
rights. All other Company members
are invited to the meeting which
should take about 30 minutes. When
the Official AGM has been formally
closed an unofficial Open Forum will
be held where anyone can ask
questions of the Board of Directors.
Please come along and support The
Pendle Hippodrome Theatre.
The meeting will be followed by a
Stewards Training session. There will
be another Stewards training evening
on 6th May at the Theatre at 7.30 for
those unable to attend on 30th April.

EXTRA Theatre
All Aboard
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Company News!
The Theatre Company is
planning lots of Social
events for 2014.
The annual Treasure Hunt will take
place in the August.
This year’s Theatre Company Grand
Party Night will be held on 8th
November 2014 at the Calf’s Head,
Worston.
There will a few extra events slotted
into the schedule so keep watching the
Theatre Company News page for more
details which will be in future editions
of Footlight Forum.
All Company Members, Friends and
family are invited to all our events.

The Cast of Bugsy Malone before the messy bit.

Photo by Danielle Edwards.

The Splurge guns, flour bombs and custard pies will be at the ready as ‘Bugsy
Malone’ takes to the stage in February. This classic children’s musical is a brilliant
spoof on the American gangland wars of the 1920’s where everyone gets to have
a really messy time. See page 8 for photos.
In 1920’s New York, at the height of the prohibition era, Bugsy is caught up in a
war between mobster Fat Sam’s custard pie wielding gang and Dandy Dan’s mob
of hoodlums who have a new weapon ‘The Splurge Gun’. Dandy Dan has moved
into the lucrative illegal sarsaparilla trade – previously monopolised by Fat Sam –
and takes the fight to his Grand Slam speakeasy.
Its all good clean fun and an absolute delight for any youngster to appear in.
There’s some fabulous music to add to the show’s enjoyment including ‘Fat Sam’s
Speak Easy’, ‘My Name Is Tallulah’ and ‘Down and Out’ to name but a few.
The show is brimming over with young talent as Lewis Bolton
takes on the role of ‘Bugsy’. Lewis won the Thomas Wright
Award for ‘Young Rising Star’ at last year’s Leader Times Stage
Awards and played the part of Toby in the Theatre Company’s
recent production of ‘Sweeney Todd’. Robyn Hargreaves who
won the ‘Best Actress in a Musical’ Award at the Leader Times
Stage Awards will play the part of ‘Tallulah’. Brogan Riley will
play ‘Blousey’ and Ryan Sparks will take on the role of ‘Fat Sam’.
Nick Staton another of our award winning young actors will play
‘Dandy Dan’ and Marcus Geldard is ‘Cagey Joe’. And the list goes
on!!!
Tickets: Adults £10.00 Children £8.00 See page 2 for ticket booking
Concessions available for OAPs Wednesdays, Thursdays and Saturday Matinee.
See page 2 for ways to book your seats
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SOLD
Weds 4th to Sat 7thJune 2014

Busy Busy Busy
Our Youth Theatre have been extremely busy over the festive season. Not only
have they been rehearsing for their forthcoming show ‘Bugsy Malone’ which they
are staging in February. They have been bag packing at Sainsbury’s, Carol Singing
at several local old people homes, been on a trip to Manchester to see ‘West Side
Story’ at the Palace Theatre and held a ‘BUGsy Drive in the Theatre bar.
In between they held a ‘splurge day’ and staged several car chases as they filmed
the movie scenes for ‘Bugsy Malone’. Oh and just as a slight distraction from all
the fun at the Youth Theatre, they managed to fit in Christmas and all their school
activities connected to the Yuletide and New Year merriment. Some of them even
came along to the fun filled Hippodrome Christmas Party.
One thing about our younger members, they should never be able to say they are
bored and have nothing to do. It sounds like a full time job to me to be part of our
splendid Youth Theatre. How on earth do they find time to go to school?
Thanks to all the members of the Youth Theatre committee for arranging all the
recent activities the youngsters have been enjoying.

Songs of Praise
If you watched ‘Songs of Praise’ on
Epiphany Sunday you may have spotted
several familiar faces. Members of our
Theatre Company, Youth Theatre and
Friends of the Hippodrome were swelling
the congregation of Blackburn Cathedral
as the programme was recorded way back
in May.
Ann and Ted Reid, Marilyn Walton,
Catherine Wightman and Brogan Riley
were spied amongst the throng. Several
more of our Members and Friends were
there but not caught on camera.
Last month it was Natalie Gumede
who was filling our screens,
now it’s our Members and Friends.
Best keep your eyes peeled. You never know who might make an appearance next!

“Listen very carefully
I will say this only once!”
Allo’ Allo’ will be coming to the
Hippodrome stage in June.
This adaptation of the classic BBC
sitcom was written by the original
script writers Jeremy Lloyd and David
Croft and is an hilarious romp into
Nazi held France in the second world
war.
Lloyd and Croft also wrote
‘Dad’s Army’ and ‘Hi de Hi’ which
have been presented by the Theatre
Company in the last few years.
Amid all the dropped trousers,
compromising positions, and flashes
of suspenders (on both male and
female legs), come such old and
unsubtle lines as ‘I shall disappear up
your back passage’ and ‘do you want
a cockatoo?’
Rene Artois, a bar owner in the
French town of Nouvion, is caught at
the centre of a web of intrigue and
suspicion spun around a plundered
painting, the ‘Fallen Madonna with the
Big Boobies’, which he has hidden in
a sausage in his kitchen. Rene is also
concealing a pair of British airmen in
his basement. In true farcical style he
attempts to keep everyone happy, the
Resistance, the occupying Nazis, the
Gestapo – while keeping his affairs
with his two waitresses from each
other and from his wife, the sharp
tongued Edith.
There are lots of parts suitable for all
ages. The play will be directed by
Andrea Jackson.

A read through and auditions
will be held in the Theatre bar
on Tuesday 5th February at 7.30
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As you may know the Theatre has
recently purchased a
new, state of the art
sound system.
But what to do with the
old one? Sell it on eBay
of course. It reached its
reserve of £250 so that was great. But
the buyer was in Indonesia. Carriage
was estimated to be £225. Oh my
goodness not much profit after all
then! Luckily we had not offered to pay
carriage and they gladly paid the costs.
Deal done!
The proceeds of the sale have now
enabled our electrical wizards to buy a
sound system to accompany the new
big screen in the bar.
A win win situation all round.

Just an Observation!
Judging by the number of
foreign coins found in our
coffers following the recent
Bag Pack by the Youth Theatre, the
Theatre Craft Fair and the Children in
Need donations, it seems we are getting
more multicultural by the day.
The Theatre will soon be able to go on
its holidays with some spending money
in hand. Providing it visits about 50
different countries .

Craft Fair 2013
The Craft Fair Committee are
delighted to announce that
preliminary figures show that the
Craft Fair of 2013 is expected to
yield a profit of an estimated £11,000.
This is around the same amount as last
year and is a great achievement in
these times of purse tightening and
austerity.
A huge Thank You and well done to
anyone who helped in any way.
We do appreciate your contribution.
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BUGSY ON CAMERA
‘Old’ Youth Theatre member Chris Goff, old
being the operative word, is studying for a
degree in Film and Television Production at
Edge Hill University. So who better to ask than
Chris to film the movie sequences that will be
screened during the Youth Theatre’s
production of ‘Bugsy Malone’.
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On a cold wet day in January the production David Bradley, Motor Manufacturer
Extraordinaire, makes sure that
crew had a fun filled day filming the car
everything is ready for the off
chases in the hills above Colne.
as Chris sets up the camera.
A big thank you to Chris and all the team.

Chris lines up the shot.

And the bits you won’t see! Jill Harrison not
only Directs but gives the production a push.

Tuesday 18th to Saturday 22nd March at 7.30 pm nightly
Saturday Matinee 2.00 pm
Are you fed up of the howling winds, the torrential rain, the sleet the snow and all
the things the elements are throwing at us at the moment? Have no fear, help is at
hand as the Theatre Company brings sunshine and summer breezes to the
Hippodrome stage in March.
Forget the weather outside and indulge yourself in a little whimsical fantasy as this
fun filled light hearted musical hits the stage. No murder and mayhem in this one!
Be you 6 or 96 this is a family show for everyone. Full to
the brim with humour, song, dance and a feel-good zest
‘Hello Dolly’ will leave you with a smile on your face and
a song in your heart.

The Youth Theatre held the perfect day of rehearsals
recently, at least the youngsters thought so. They
practiced with the ‘splurge guns’ and ‘custard pies’
for their forthcoming production of ‘Bugsy Malone’.
They all had a thoroughly messy time and
everyone ended up covered in foam, even the
adults! Just as they will in the actual production
(not the adults of course). AND I will let you into
a little secret. Afterwards they all helped to clean
up the mess. But don’t tell their parents, they may expect
them to start doing the same at home, lol.

Lesley Howarth is
‘Dolly’ with
Steve Grist as ‘Horace’

The show follows the exploits of Dolly Levi, a woman of
many talents, as she connives to improve the love lives of
those around her, including her own.
‘Hello Dolly’ has everything you could wish for. An
excellent cast, great music, vibrant dancing and the only
tears that will be shed are those of Horace’s niece
Ermengarde who fears that if she does not marry before
she is18 years old she will become an old maid and left
on the shelf!
Tickets are priced at £12 Adults,
£10 Concessions and under 19’s £8
See page 2 for ways to book your seats.
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Youth Theatre News

Theatre Company News

Thank You Sainsbury’s

Annual General Meeting

The Youth Theatre raised an amazing £630 at their pre-Christmas bag
pack at Sainsbury’s in Colne. The youngsters were raising funds for their
forthcoming production of ‘Bugsy Malone’ which they are staging in February.
They not only raised the profile of their own Youth Theatre but also the Theatre as
they packed promotional flyers into every shopping bag.
A big Thank You to Sainsbury’s for allowing the youngsters the opportunity to
raise some much needed cash to help finance their production
and to the shoppers of Colne for their generosity.

BUGSY DESIGNS HIS OWN PROGRAMME

Tuesday 25th February 2014 - 7.30 pm start
at the Pendle Hippodrome Theatre
The Officials of the Company will be elected.
Committee members will be elected.
Representatives to the Pendle Hippodrome Theatre
Board of Directors will be elected.
Accounts for the year will be put before the meeting.
It is important that all members attend the meeting so please come along and
support Pendle Hippodrome Theatre Company at the Annual General Meeting.
All members are welcome.
ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS: Annual Members Subscriptions for Pendle
Hippodrome Theatre Company are now due for 2014 and can be paid at the
Annual General Meeting. Please see Liz O’Connell or Susan Thorp.

When you buy your programme at ‘Bugsy Malone’ take special
note of the brilliantly designed front cover.
At the end of last year the Youth Theatre launched a competition
for members to design a programme cover and the programme
you will hold in your hand is the result of that competition.
The judges were extremely impressed by the standard of entries
and were at a loss which one to choose. However after much
deliberation they made a decision.
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Note; We are pleased to announce that Debit/Credit Card payments for
subscriptions will now be accepted BUT only at the AGM .

Lewis Bolton

The winner was none other than ’Bugsy’ himself Lewis Bolton.
Lewis is proudly looking forward to seeing his design in print.
Congratulations Lewis

A read through and auditions for the Theatre Company’s 2014 play ‘Allo’ Allo’
will be held in the Theatre bar on Wednesday

No sooner has one show finished than rehearsals begin for
the next production.
Phantom of the Opera will be staged in February 2015.
Howard Raw is to Direct, Lisa Manley will take up the
baton of Musical Director and Helen Cheung will be setting
the ballet sequences.
Members will shortly be receiving information as to exactly when rehearsals will
commence and when the auditions will take place or ask any committee member if
you require more information.

25th Anniversary Show
The Youth Theatre is celebrating its Silver Anniversary (25 years) in 2014 and is to
stage a celebratory production in October.
At the time of going to press the Committee were keeping everything under wraps
as the production will be extra special. Members will be informed as soon as
everything is finalised. More details will be published in the next Footlight Forum.

5th February at 7.30 pm.

Andrea Jackson is to Direct and there are a large number of parts available for both
men and women.
The play will be staged 4th to 7th June 2014. For a full report see page 11.

‘Autumn Show’
For those people ‘not in the know’ you must be wondering what on earth is going
on with news of the Theatre Company’s Autumn Show. Well ‘It’s Complicated’.
The Theatre Company have the contract for a show but there is a clause that
requests that we do not publicise The Show until after ‘Hello Dolly’. The Committee
can say however that is it a modern musical that will be well worth the wait.
An introductory evening to ‘The Show’ will be held in the Theatre bar in April and
full details will be circulated to all our members.
The Production Team of Howard Raw (Director) and Richard Patel (Musical
Director) will be introduced and will present a brief outline of the show.
If you require any details ask any Committee member, they are allowed to tell you
but we are not able to put anything in print at the moment.
Intrigued? You should be! More Details SOON.

