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The Pendle Hippodrome Theatre’s annual charity fund raising evening the 
Leader/Times Stage Awards which we host in June each year, raised 
£1000 for local charities and our chosen charity this year was Pendleside 
Hospice. 
 

The cheque was presented by Theatre Chairman Kevin Mason to Vikki 
Haydock at the Craft Fair preview evening on Friday evening of 15th 
November.  The event was attended by invited guests, the stall holders, 
Pendle Theatre Company and Youth Theatre Committee members, Friends 
of the Hippodrome and the Directors of Pendle Hippodrome Theatre. 
 

Vikki  thanked the Theatre for their generous donation and briefly explained 
the very valued role of the Hospice to the local community for not only 
people with cancer but all kinds of life threatening illnesses.  She briefly 
explained how the Hospice is only partly funded by the NHS and that 
charitable donations play a huge part in the existence of the Hospice 

Full report on page 3 



  The Board of Directors 
of the Hippodrome Theatre would 

like to wish you all  
a very Merry Christmas and  
a very Happy New Year. 

 

Thanks to everyone who works so hard 
to keep our theatre looking and 

working so well, to everyone who helps 
with upkeep and maintenance, to all 
the people who come to help man the 
theatre for shows and everyone who 
helps with fund raising in any way.  

  
Thanks also to all Society committees 

and to members who strive  
to put on such excellent shows  
for the public to come and see.  

 

Thank you. 
A very Merry Christmas and 
Happy New Year to you all 
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Booking Arrangements 

for ALL  

Pendle Hippodrome 

Shows 
 

DISCOVER PENDLE 
Boundary Mill Stores   
Vivary Way  Colne 

Just call in to book your seats 
Or ring 01282 856186 

Open daily 10 am to 8 pm  
Sundays 11 am to 5 pm 
Booking Fee Applicable 

 

ONLINE 
 

 LOG IN TO www.phtheatre.co.uk   
Follow the Online Booking Instructions 

Theatre plan available 
Online Booking Fee Applicable 

 

AT THE THEATRE 
 

The Theatre box office will be open  
for approximately one month prior to 
shows see press or further editions  
of Footlight Forum for details. 

 Call in and book your seats or ring  on 
01282 863210 during opening hours. 

 

ON THE DOOR 
 

COME ALONG ANY TO  
ANY PERFORMANCE   
AND  BOOK AT THE  

THEATRE BOX OFFICE 

 

BOOKING SECRETARIES 
 

BUGSY MALONE 
 

Booking Secretary  01282 699779 
Evenings and Weekends only.  
Call for block booking information 

 

HELLO DOLLY 
 

Booking Secretary  01282 612402 
Evenings and Weekends only.  
Call for block booking information 

Company News 
 

Theatre Company Committee Member, 
Helen Atkinson, is 
delight to announce 
her engagement to 
Mr Dan Nelson. 
 

Dan proposed on a 
recent holiday to New 
York, during a very 

romantic Carriage Drive around Central 
Park, and of course Helen said yes. 
 

As well as being a member of the 
Theatre Company Helen is also both 
the Theatre and the Theatre Company’s 
Facebook Publicity Officer.   
 

She recently starred as Lina Lamont in 
the Theatre Company’s production of 
‘Singin in the Rain’. 
 

Congratulations to you both 

It is with great sadness that we 
report the death of 

 

ERIC FOTHERGILL 
20th October 2013  
   Aged 79 years 
 

Eric joined St John’s 
AO&DS in 1954 as a 
dancer in ‘Brigadoon’.  
He went on to play 
many parts with St 
John’s, The Freelance  
and Colne Operatic 
Society. 
 

Over the years he played numerous 
lead parts including Fagin in ‘Oliver’ 
both at the Muni and the Hippodrome,  
Emile de Becque in ‘South Pacific’  
and Sweeney in the first local 
production of ‘Sweeney Todd’ given by 
Colne Operatic Society in 1987 at the 
newly re-opened Hippodrome. He also 
played Horace Vandergelder in St 
John’s production of ‘Hello Dolly’.  Eric 
was awarded a NODA 50 year Long 
Service award in 2004. 
 

Not only was Eric involved in local 
Theatre his whole family shared his 
enthusiasm for the performing arts. His 
wife Barbara  acted as accompanist 
for both the Freelance Society and St 
John’s. In their younger days their 
children Anne and Graham  appeared 
on stage and one of his four 
grandchildren Laura has been a 
member of our Youth Theatre. Even 
Eric’s beloved family dog Brandy 
made an appearance in a production 
of ‘The Barrets of Wimpole Street’ with 
Nelson Civic Players.  
 

Eric will be sadly missed and  
we would like to express our 

sincere condolences to Barbara, 
Anne and Graham and their families  
and to all Eric’s extended family 

and his many friends.  

As Christmas fast approaches our minds 
are turning to parties, Santa and Grottos 
and the Annual Hippodrome Christmas 
Eve Party. 
 

When you have wrapped all the 
presents, peeled all those sprouts then 
come along to the Hippodrome 
Christmas Party for a great night out.  
There will be quizzes and games for all 
the family and Father Christmas will 
hopefully be able to put in an 
appearance in his even more 
spectacular than last year’s Grotto.  
 

The bar will be open until 11pm after 
which we will all toddle off home to bed, 
happy and full of Christmas cheer.  And 
if we are all tucked up and fast asleep by 
midnight maybe Father Christmas will 
pop down our chimneys to leave even 
more Christmas presents for us all. 
  
The fun begins at 7.30 pm on 24

th
 

December.  All Theatre Company 
members, Friends of the Hippodrome, 
Youth Theatre members, friends and 
family are invited. 

 

Usual arrangements, Jacob’s join 
supper, finger food only please, no trifles 
etc as we do not have any magic elves 
to wash up, and please bring a present 
for Santa’s sack (maximum value £2) 
equal to the number of people in your 
party, both adult and children so no one 
misses out.  If you are not sure of the 
‘usual’ arrangements or need advice on 
what to bring for the Jacobs join ring 
Pam (865337) or Betty (868658).  
 

And if you can’t join us       

MERRY CHRISTMAS 
EVERYONE 
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Just in case you ever thought that Youth Theatre rehearsals could be boring 
here is proof that they consist of fun filled days for everyone. 

 

At a Sunday morning rehearsal for ‘Bugsy Malone’ all the members of the cast 
turned up in ‘Onsies’. For those of you who are not familiar with the term ‘onsies’  
they are one piece jump suites for children and adults, something like a giant 
babygrow.   

Well done guys, you all look great. 
 

Editors Note.  Toilet trips must have taken ages!   

 ‘ONSIE’ DAY AT THE YOUTH THEATRE 

     ‘Miss Saigon’ 
 

Pendle Hippodrome 
Theatre is very pleased 
to welcome the very 
talented Basics Junior 
Theatre School who will 
s t a g e  ‘ M i s s 
Saigon’ (School Edition) 
at the Theatre Tues 3rd 
to Sat 7th December at 
7.30 nightly. 
 

Tickets are in great 
demand and can be 
booked at Discover 
Pendle, Boundary Mill 
Stores, Colne or online at 
www.phtheatre.co.uk, 
see back page. 

You can ‘bet your bottom dollar’ you 
will love Basics Junior Theatre 
Schoo l ’s  younger  members 
performing ‘Annie Junior’ at the 
Hippodrome on 13th and 14th 
November at 7.30 nightly.  Again 
tickets are in high demand for this 
two night performance.  They can be 
booked at Discover Pendle 
Boundary Mill Stores Colne or online 
at www.phtheatre.co.uk. See back 
page for booking details. 
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Every year the Craft Fair Committee and the Board 
of Directors of the Theatre are astounded by the 
sheer volume of people who attend the Annual Craft 
Fair. In these days of austerity and the inevitable 
tightening of purse strings this year’s Annual Craft 
Fair was again a huge success and around 2000 
people came through the doors to view the 
wondrous selection of gifts that were on display. In 
fact many returned time and time again, bringing 
friends and relations to view the magnificent array 
 

The Craft Fair Committee strive to ensure that each 
year there is something different on offer and this year was no exception.  Local 
craftsmen and women from around the area did the Hippodrome proud with all the 
traditional and ingenious artefacts they brought for our throng of customers to buy.  
95 exhibitors plus 5 artists displayed everything from hand painted cards and 
pictures to magical fairy creatures, unique jewellery, woodturning, and lovely 
handmade soaps and beauty products. The Theatre was transformed with sparkle 
and glitter making Christmas seem just around the corner, which 
indeed it is. 
 

Hundreds of people enjoyed the relaxing ambience of the Theatre as 
they sampled the splendid meals and cakes provided by the hard 
working staff of our ‘Café Supreme’.  Customers were able to meet 
friends old and new, as they enjoyed the delights and friendly 
hospitality that the Hippodrome always has on offer. 
 

It takes our maintenance team and the ladies who dress and 
stock the stalls weeks to transform the Theatre into the 
Aladdin’s Cave that becomes our Craft Fair.  Then when the 
exhibitors have packed away all their goods the Theatre has to  
be swiftly transformed back to a ‘working’ Theatre ready for the 
next production which this year is to be BASICS Theatre 
School’s  ‘Miss Saigon’ and ‘Annie’. It’s all quite a task for our 
hard working teams of Craft Fair Committee, maintenance staff 
and volunteers.  
 

The years go by so swiftly and already we are looking forward 
to the 26th Annual Craft Fair in 2014.  No one could have 
imagined that, when the idea of raising money to keep our beloved Theatre running 
by staging a Craft Fair was first considered, it would be so successful and become 
such a huge event.  Next year our 26th Craft Fair will have all the old favourites 
plus the Committee will strive to ensure that there are always new items for our 
customers to purchase that can’t be bought anywhere else.   
 

 Thank you for coming and we hope to  see you all again in 2014. 
 

Our 26th Arts, Crafts and Gifts Fair will be held Saturday 22nd to Sunday 
30th November 2014.  If you are interested in exhibiting  

ring Sheila on 01282 615787 or email her at sheilakeogh@tiscali.co.uk.   

The Mayor of Pendle Smith 
Benson visits the Craft Fair 

Dot and Thelma 
prove that you don’t 
have to be mad to 
work here, but it 

helps!! 



Members of Pendle Hippodrome Youth Theatre went on a sponsored walk in the 
beautiful countryside around Colne in September. They set off on a glorious day 
and walked a route of around 5 miles set by Stuart James and Frank Lomax. 
 

It was great to get out in the  
fresh air after a hard mornings 
rehearsal for ‘Bugsy Malone’  
which they are to stage in 
February 2014. As they 
trundled through the fields and 
the highways and byways of 
o u r  b ea u t i f u l  Pe n d l e 
countryside the sun shone 
down on our intrepid young 
walkers and members of the 
Youth Theatre Committee.    
 

When everyone returned to 
base they enjoyed a well earned alfresco BBQ 
prepared by members of the Committee and their 
helpers.  A brilliant day was 
had by all and the members 
raised almost £300 with their 
walking skills which will all help 
with the costs of ‘Bugsy’. 

Members of the Youth Theatre at the ‘Top o’ Colne’. 

 
 
 
 

Well Done  Guys 
AND THANKS TO ALL THE 
COMMITTEE AND HELPERS 

Follow the Leader 
up hill and  
down dale 

BBQ Time 
and a well 
earned sit 
down 

That’s the 
way to do it 
(but isn’t that 
cheating?) 
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THANK YOU 
 

Thank you to all the people 
who helped in any way to 
make the Annual Arts Crafts  
and Gifts Fair a resounding  

   success. This was the 25th Craft Fair 
and special thanks must go to the Craft 
Fair Committee who work throughout 
the year to ensure that stalls are 
booked, find new exhibitors and make 
sure everything runs smoothly.  
 

Thank you to the set up team who turn 
our working Theatre into a major 
exhibition hall. Thank you to all the 
men who helped with the task of 
unloading the container in the yard and 
then remembered where it all goes in 
the Theatre.  Thanks also to all the 
people who come to set up the stalls 
and book the exhibitors in and out.  
 

Thanks all the Stewards who are 
‘Happy to Help’ and serve the 
hundreds of people who come to the 
Craft Fair each year, to the cashiers 
and door staff who do a sterling job, 
and to the Stewards Secretary who 
organised them. 
 

Thank you to our dedicated catering 
team, they provided both customers 
and helpers with some excellent home 
made lunches and afternoon teas 
throughout the week. 
 

Thank you to all our stall holders, 
crafters and artists, without you we 
would not have a Craft Fair. 
 

And a huge THANK YOU for your 
continued support to all the people who 
come to browse, refresh and buy.  
 

The Craft Fair is our main fund raising 
event of the year so thank you to 
everyone and if I’ve missed you off the 
list I apologise but - 

Thank You. 

The Splurge guns, flour bombs and 
custard pies are being fined tuned as 
the final weeks of rehearsals take place 
before ‘Bugsy Malone’ takes to the 
stage in February 2014.  This classic 
children’s musical is a brilliant spoof on 
the American gangland wars of the 
1920’s where everyone gets to have a 
really messy time. 
 

In 1920’s New York, the height of the 
prohibition era, Bugsy is caught up in a 
war between mobster Fat Sam’s 
custard pie wielding gang and Dandy 
Dan’s mob of hoodlums who have a 
new weapon ‘The Splurge Gun’.  
Dandy Dan has moved into the 
lucrative illegal sarsaparilla trade, 
previously monopolised by Fat Sam, 
and takes the fight to his Grand Slam 
speakeasy. 
 

It’s all good clean fun and an absolute 
delight.  There’s some fabulous music 
to add to the show’s enjoyment 
including ‘Fat Sam’s Speak Easy’, ‘My 
Name Is Tallulah’ and ‘Down and Out’ 
to name but a few. 
 

The show is being Directed by Jill 
Harrison with Lisa Manley as Musical 
Director and Helen Cheung will 
Choreograph the show. 
 

The Show is being staged Wednesday 
19th to Saturday 22nd February at 7.30 
nightly with a Saturday matinee 
performance at 2 pm. 

 

Tickets are priced at Adults £10, 
Concessions and Children £8  
Wed, Thurs and Sat Matinee.  

Adults £10 Children £8 Friday and 
Saturday Evening. 

 

See page 2 for ways to book tickets. 
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58 Members of Pendle Hippodrome Theatre Company, Friends of the Hippodrome 
and friends and family descended on the Calf’s Head at Worston for the Theatre 
Company’s Annual Dinner celebration in October. A delicious three course buffet 
was enjoyed by the Company followed by games and a Disco. 
 

Richard Sanderson, in his own inimitable style, ably assisted by Angela Boult, 
hosted an hilarious ‘Mr and  Mrs’ game and as last year he included a ‘couple’ who 
were not ‘Mr and Mrs’ to add to the fun.  In fact the ‘couple’ best friends Jess 
Balderstone and Laura Schofield won the game. 
 

The game was followed by dancing to the resident DJ. 
 

A coach arrived after midnight to take home all the people who wished to enjoy the 
evening to the full!  A wonderful evening, in excellent ‘Company’ was enjoyed by all. 

 
 

Chairman of the 
Theatre Company, 
K e i t h  W a l t o n , 
presented NODA 
Long Service Awards 
to David Farrer 30 
years,  Thelma 
Greenwood 45 years, 
Liz O’Connell 20 
years, David Miller 20 
years and Margaret 
Lord who received a 
Diamond Gold Bar for 
60 years service. 

Other members who were not present received 
Awards which will be presented at a later date.  They 
are  Cathryn Osborne 10 years, Rosemary Osborne 10 
years,  Andrea Jackson 30 years,  Gillian Herbert 40 
years and Andrew, one of our stage managers, 30 
years. 
 

Denise Lancaster and Vivienne Thornber were each 
presented with 40 year NODA Long Service Awards 
following the Friday evening  performance of ‘Sweeney 
Todd’ 
 

Congratulations to all those presented with  
NODA Long Service Awards. 

2013 

 David      Thelma        Chairman       Liz        David     Margaret 
 Farrer   Greenwood     Keith       O’Connell   Miller       Lord 

Vivienne Thornber and 
Denise Lancaster receive 
their NODA 40 year  
Long Service Awards 

8  

 

 

 

With it’s lavish costumes, splendid 
scenery and show stopping music and 
dance, the fabulous musical ‘Hello 
Dolly’ is coming to the Hippodrome 
stage 18th to 22nd March 2014.  
 

The leading role of Dolly Levi will be 
played by newcomer to the Company, 
but not to the local stage, Lesley 
Howarth.  Dolly is a glamorous and 
witty woman with a big heart.  She is 
also a professional matchmaker 
focussed on bringing love to the great 
and good of Manhattan but especially 
to our heroes Barnaby and Cornelius, 
who are not going home until they've 
each kissed a girl.  However she soon 
realises that one of her suitors brings 
more than a sparkle to her own eyes, 
with hilarious consequences.  
 

The rest of the cast are as follows 
Horace Vandergelder Steve Grist,   
Cornelius Paul Knowles, Barnaby 
Lewis Bolton,  Mrs Irene Molloy  
Sophie Nilon, Minnie Fay Charlotte 
Stephens, Ambrose David Smith and 
Ermengarde Sophie Greenwood. Plus 
many other parts and a fantastic 
chorus of singers and dancers.  
 

With such smash numbers as ’Put On 
Your Sunday Clothes’, ‘Ribbons Down 
My Back’, ‘Before The Parade Passes 
By’, ‘It Only Takes a Moment’ and of 
course ‘Hello Dolly’ this is a sumptuous 
show full of unforgettable music. 
 

Directed by Stephen Burrows with Tim 
Mason as Musical Director and those 
f a b u l o u s  d a n c e  r o u t i n e s 
choreographed by Catherine Cox this 
show has everything.  Humour, song 
dance and a feel-good zest that will 
whip through the theatre like a summer 
breeze leaving you with a smile on 
your face and a song in your heart.  

TO SEE OR NOT TO SEE 

BEFORE 

In the last issue of Footlight Forum we 
asked if anyone would like to donate a 
flat screen monitor for our ‘hole in the 
wall’ in our newly re-furbished Green 
Room. 

We have great news! 
Burnley and Pendleside Rotary Club 
saw our appeal in the local press (oh! 
the power of the press) and donated a 
brand new monitor which has now 
been installed and our unsightly gap 
has been filled. Now our casts will have 
no excuse for not being on stage in 
time for their cue if they are ‘resting’ in 
our backstage bar.   
 

We would also like to thank all the 
people who  offered to contribute to the 
purchase of a screen. It was so good to 
know we had so many generous 
Members and Friends.  
Thanks you all and especially to 
Burnley and Pendleside Rotary Club.   
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AFTER 
The New Screen 



Youth Theatre News 6 

The Pendle Hippodrome Youth Theatre 
Committee would like to wish all their 
members a Very Merry Christmas and a 

Happy and Prosperous New Year  

All Theatre Company and Youth Theatre members, Friends of the Hippodrome, friends and family are invited to attend the Hippod

Annual Christmas Eve Party which is being held in the Theatre Bar on 24
Join us for fun and games, music and dancing for everyone - tots to teens, parents and friends. The fun begins at 7.30 pm. 

zzzzzzzzzz     BUSY LITTLE BEES      zzzzzzzzzz 
 

The young people of our Youth Theatre are going to be very busy 
little bees in the weeks leading up to Christmas.  Not only are they 
loading up their Splurge Guns and Custard Pies for their production 
of ‘Bugsy Malone’ they are doing a bag pack at Sainsbury’s 
supermarket in Colne.  Following that they are going Carol singing at 

a number of old peoples homes in the area.  So if you hear a faint zzzzzz, it will not 
be the youngsters sleeping, it will be the busy little bees at work. 

  
                  BUGsy DRIVE 

 

If you are looking for a fun filled night when all the Christmas cheer 
has subsided then look no further than the Youth Theatres BUGsy 
Drive which will be held in the Theatre Bar on Friday 24th January at 7 for 7.30 pm. 

 

In the past they’ve held Santa Drives, Reindeer Drives, Snowmen and Christmas 
Tree drives but it’s now time to have a BUGsy Drive and draw Bugs.  

 

If you don't know how to play, don’t worry you will soon get the hang of this simple 
but fast moving game, or get in touch with Auntie Jen for a quick lesson. 

 

The evening will be rounded off with a delicious supper.  
 

Tickets are just £4 per person which includes supper.  
Everybody is welcome, Friends, family etc so do come along and enjoy the fun. 

 

To order your ticket see Auntie Jen or ring her on 01282 616376,  
or ask any Youth Theatre Committee member. 

25th Anniversary Celebration Show 
 

The Youth Theatre are celebrating 25 glorious years in 2014. To mark the occasion 
one of the events they will be staging is an Anniversary Show in October.  More 
details will follow as the new year progresses.  The Youth Theatre are in need of a 
‘hopefully’ volunteer pianist to help out on some Sunday mornings/early afternoons.  
If you can help please contact Julie on 07866 848 308. 

   7 Theatre Company News 

The Pendle Hippodrome Theatre Company 
Committee would like to wish all their 
members a Very Merry Christmas and a 

Happy and Prosperous New Year 

All Theatre Company and Youth Theatre members, Friends of the Hippodrome, friends and family are invited to attend the Hippodrome Theatre’s  

Theatre Bar on 24th December.  For full details see page 11.      
tots to teens, parents and friends. The fun begins at 7.30 pm.  

18th to 22nd March at 7.30 nightly 
Saturday Matinee 2.00 pm 

 

Tickets are - £12 Adults   £10 Concessions   and £8 under 19’s 
 

Book your seats at Discover Pendle, Boundary Mill Stores, Colne,  
10am to 8 pm Mon-Sat and 11 am to 5 pm Sundays  -  or ring 01282 856186 

(Booking Charges may apply) 
  

0nline at www. phtheatre.co.uk  
 

or ring the Booking Secretary on 01282 612402  
evenings and weekends.  

 

The Theatre Box Office will be open every  
Wednesday, Friday and Saturday  

from 10.00 am to 1.00 pm from 1st March.  

See the next edition of Footlight Forum for all the latest news and gossip  
on our June 2014 LATEST BBC SITCOM SPIN OFF 

The hilarious  

Allo! Allo! 
We will be announcing the Director, members evening and read through date 

Don’t miss it! 


