Celebrating 25 years

December 2011

23rd Annual Craft Fair
The Pendle Hippodrome Theatre’s annual charity fund raising evening The ‘Leader
Times Stage Awards’, which we host in June each year, raised £1000 for local
charities and our chosen charities this year were Derian House Children’s Hospice
and Pendle Stroke
Club.
Two cheques of
£500 each were
presented
by
Theatre Chairman
Kevin Mason at the
23rd Annual Craft
Fair
preview
evening to Anne
W a r e i n g
representing Derian
House
Children’s
Hospice
and
Kathleen Barr from
Pendle Stroke Club. Anne expressed her thanks and explained to the guests the
excellent work that Derian House does to support the children and young adults in
the Hospice and their families and that the money would be put to very good use.
Kathleen on behalf of Pendle Stoke Club expressed her thanks for our donation
and outlined how the money would be used to help stroke victims with social
activities and to give support not only for themselves but for their carers.
The Preview Evening is the official opening of the Craft Fair prior to our opening to
the public on Saturday 19th November and was attended by 100 invited guests.
The guest list included the Mayor of Pendle Councillor Nadeem Ahmed, the
Mayoress and their children, our Member of Parliament for Pendle, Andrew
Stephenson and other local dignitaries, Theatre Committee members, our
exhibitors and Friends of the Hippodrome.
Full report on page 5.
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MERRY
CHRISTMAS

The Board of Directors of
the Hippodrome Theatre
would like to wish you all a very Merry
Christmas and a very Happy New
Year.
Thanks to everyone who works so hard
to keep our theatre looking and working
so well, everyone who helps with
upkeep and maintenance, all the
people who come to help man the
theatre for shows and everyone who
helps with fund raising in any way.

23RD ANNUAL
ARTS, CRAFTS
AND GIFTS FAIR

The Annual Arts Crafts and
Gifts Fair is the Theatre’s
biggest production of the year.
It takes the Craft Fair Committee a
whole year to organise and our
maintenance staff and stall decorators
weeks to set it all up and transform
the Theatre into the exhibition hall it
becomes for 10 days every year.
Then just as one closes another is
already well into the planning stage.
Thanks also to all Society committees
Just like the ’The Never Ending Story’,
and members who strive to put on such
for some, the Craft Fair never ends!
excellent shows for the public to come
and see.
The 23rd Craft Fair was yet another
Thank you.
very successful example of the
A very Merry Christmas and
smooth running operation that has
Happy New Year to you all
become one of our most popular
Annual events.
The only way is up
Hundreds of People flocked to the
Fair to buy thousands of items that
Even though there is an immense
were displayed on the myriad of stalls.
amount of work involved in setting up
The Theatre was awash with sparkle
the Craft Fair the seat refurbishment
and glitter making Christmas seem
goes on regardless. However the team
just around the corner, which indeed it
has had to move upstairs to the circle
is.
as all the seats in the stalls have Seat
been ‘disguised’ as stalls!!!!!
Scrumptious lunches and afternoon
Monitor
teas were served by the excellent
The total of seats finished is well
cateri ng staf f in the f riendly
over half way and stands at 330
atmosphere of the Theatre Bar which
and from here on the number
had been transformed once again into
done exceeds those yet to do.
‘Café Supreme’ for the event.
W ell done to all our
-330 There were 95 exhibitors and
’Upholsterers’ our tender little
everything from Hand Painted Cards
bottoms do appreciate all your
to Magical Fairy sculptures, Tai crafts,
hard work!
French jewellery and Treasures from
Watch out in the next issue of
Earth and Sea.
this little missive for an
Fair number 24, will be held 17th to
announcement about more
25th November 2012. If you are
improvements to our Theatre’s
interested in exhibiting ring Sheila on
‘technology’ and another big
01282 615787 or email her at
step taken into the 21st century.
sheilakeogh@tiscali.co.uk.

PURRFECT

And The Answer Is?

Young Thomas Aquinas, at just six months of
age, is probably the youngest thespian to
ever tread the boards of the Hippodrome
stage. Thomas was deemed ’purrfect’ for the
role of Pompom in the Theatre Company’s
recent production of ‘The Bakers Wife’.
However having such a young actor in the
show caused a few problems for the usually
well organised backstage team.
Now we all know that the Theatre operates a
very strict Child Protection Policy but for
Thomas this had to be changed to Cat
Protection. He was never allowed backstage
on his own and was escorted to the side of
stage and returned to his dressing room after
each scene by his cat-minder at all times.
The wardrobe department had to scour their
shelves for something for Thomas to wear.
They discovered a lovely ‘Tabby’ outfit but
Thomas was adamant that he would wear his
own little black and white furry number or not
go on. He mewed “it was bad enough having
to play the part of a girl without the added
pressure of becoming a Ginger Tabby”.
Being so young he found the stage
appearances very tiring and requested a bed
be fitted in his dressing room to ‘catnap’
between scenes. His demands did not end
there! He said there was no way he was
going to walk up three flights of stairs to the
loo and needed his own en-suite fitted next
to his bedroom. (Little Minx! or Manx if he’d
been tailless).
Thomas is now eagerly awaiting the
announcement of the next production. He is
hoping for ‘Cats’ or ‘Puss in Boots’ but his
dream is to star in ‘Kitty Kitty Bang Bang’.

Thomas
in his
Dressing
Room
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Sam, Andrea, Hannah, Barry, Simon

God Knows!
When the Jacksons, Barry
Andrea and Simon plus fellow
team members Sam Crabtree
and Hannah Dootson, were
asked their team name at
Pendle Hippodrome Theatre
Company’s quiz night, Barry
replied, ‘God Knows’ so that’s
what they called themselves and
they went on to win the quiz.
Over 40 members and friends
attended the evening which was
held in the Theatre bar in
October and a very enjoyable
night it turned out to be.
The quiz was set once again by
a gentleman who is becoming
our resident Quiz Master, Geoff
Horn. A big Thank You to Geoff
for an excellent quiz.
There were several rounds of
general knowledge questions, a
wor d qui z an d a v ery
picturesque round of local Halls.
A pie and pea supper was
served at half time for everyone
to get their brains back into gear
ready for the second half.
A great evening was had by all.
CONGRATULATIONS
TO THE WINNERS.
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7 DAYS A WEEK
Pendle Hippodrome Theatre has taken another huge leap forward
with a new addition to its ticket booking system.
You can now book seats 7 days a week.

Tickets are available for ALL Theatre events, not just Youth Theatre and Theatre
Company shows, at Discover Pendle which is situated right in front of the Boundary
Mill Store in Colne to the left of the main doors. There is ample car parking right in
front of the Centre for easy access.
You can call in person to book and collect your tickets. You will be able to choose
your own seats from the On Screen Theatre plan just as if you were at the Theatre.
They will also take telephone bookings at the Discover Pendle Centre Tel. 01282
865186 and tickets booked by phone can be collected at Discover Pendle Centre
anytime prior to the show or at the Theatre on the night of the show.
Payment can be by credit/debit card or cash and a £1 booking fee per transaction is
payable. (That is £1 per transaction not per ticket).
This will make ticket booking much easier as Discover Pendle is open 7 days a
week and the opening hours are 10 am to 8 pm daily and 11am to 5 pm Sundays
(and until 10.00 pm at night during SALE events).
NOTE; You will still be able to book tickets by all the normal methods; On-line,
Theatre Box Office, Bravo and Booking Secretaries or on the night or matinee
performance of the show, but this is just another convenient way of booking seats.
We hope this new method of booking will give far more flexibility to the Theatre’s
already extensive booking system.
See opposite page for all Theatre event booking options.
Pam Lomax and
Milly Greenwood
of
Pendle
Hippodrome
Theatre at the
new
Theatre
ticket outlet at
Discover Pendle
C e n t r e ,
Boundary Mill,
Colne
with
Discover Pendle
Staff,
Bethan
Ev ans-Shaw,
Heather Smiles
and
Michelle
McGlinchey.

Booking arrangements for ALL
Pendle Hippodrome Shows
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DISCOVER PENDLE
Boundary Mill Stores Vivary Way Colne
Just call in to book your seats
Or ring 01282 856186
Open daily 10 am to 8 pm - Sundays 11 am to 5 pm
(£1 per Booking Fee Applicable - Theatre plan available)
ONLINE
LOG IN TO www.phtheatre.co.uk AND
FOLLOW THE ONLINE BOOKING INSTRUCTIONS.
See the theatre plan and book your own seats.
(Online Booking Fee Applicable).

AT THE THEATRE
THE THEATRE BOX OFFICE WILL BE OPEN FOR BOOKING
EVERY WEDNESDAY, FRIDAY and SATURDAY
10.00 am - 1.00 pm
12th November to 10th December
7th January to 23rd March 2012
Just call in and book your seats or ring us on 01282 863210.

ON THE DOOR
COME ALONG ANY SHOW NIGHT OR MATINEE
AND BOOK AT THE THEATRE BOX OFFICE

BOOKING SECRETARIES and OUTLETS
FOR ‘SILVER SPECTACULAR’ AND ‘SOUND OF MUSIC’
RING THE BOOKING SECRETARY ON
01282 612402 EVENINGS AND WEEKENDS ONLY
Call or ring BRAVO 12 Rainhill Road Barnoldswick
01282 850720
FOR ‘HALF A SIXPENCE’
RING THE BOOKING SECRETARY ON
01282 699779 EVENINGS AND WEEKENDS ONLY
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Youth Theatre News
Young Designer of the year

As rehearsals for the February 2012 production of ‘Half a
Sixpence’ speed up the youngsters are being set yet another
task. To design a cover for the front of the programme.
The competition winner will not only have their design featured
on the Programme but will win a prize. The winner will be
announced prior to the show at a rehearsal.
Producer Angela Boult said ”Rehearsals are going very well and the young people
are very enthusiastic and we are looking forward to a fantastic show. The music is
great and the new numbers that have been added to the original score are brilliant”.
The show is being staged from 15th to 18th February 2012 at 7.30 pm nightly and
there will be a matinee performance at 2 pm on the Saturday.
For ways to book your seats see page 3

Reindeer Drive
If you are looking for a fun filled night out in the run up to Christmas then
look no further than the Youth Theatre’s Reindeer Drive, which will be held
in the Theatre Bar on Friday 9th December. 7.00 for 7.30 pm
It’s a Beetle Drive with a festive theme, instead of drawing Beetles the
quest will be to throw the dice and draw a Reindeer. There will also be
quizzes and the evening will be rounded off with a delicious supper.
Tickets are just £4 per person which includes supper. Everybody is welcome,
Friends, family etc so come along and enjoy the festive fun
To order your ticket see Auntie Jen or ring her on 01282 616376, or ask any Youth
Theatre Committee member.
Come along and enjoy the Festive FUN
STOP PRESS; The Youth Theatre Committee are delighted to announce that
their February 2013 production will be the fantastic ‘Footloose’.
Full details will be published in Footlight Forum following ‘Half a Sixpence’

The Pendle Hippodrome Youth Theatre
Committee would like to wish all their members
a Very Merry Christmas and a Happy and
Prosperous New Year

All Theatre Company and Youth Theatre members, Friends, friends and fa
th
which is being held in the Theatre Bar on 24
For full detail

Theatre Company News
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‘The Sound of Music’
The hills will be alive once more when ‘The Sound of Music’
takes to the stage of Pendle Hippodrome from 20th to 24th
March 2012.
This timeless family classic, one of the best loved musicals
ever written, touches the hearts of all ages and brims over
with some of the most memorable songs ever performed on
the musical stage including My Favourite Things, Do-Re-Mi,
Edelweiss, Climb Every Mountain, Sixteen Going on
Seventeen and of course the glorious title song The Sound
of Music.
The show is now cast with young talented actress and
singer Jessica Balderstone taking on the role of Maria. Captain Von Trapp will be
played by John Preston. It is a very welcome return for John who joined us for ‘The
Bakers Wife’ playing the Baker. If you saw the show then you will know that John’s
fabulous voice and acting abilities will be perfect for the part.
The parts of Liesl and Fredrich will be taken by Sophie Lord and Oscar Drummer.
The other children will play alternate nights.
Gretll will be played by Isabel Smith and Kira Royle, Marta by Grace Hall and Olivia
Webster, Brigitta by Brogan Riley and Madeleine Drummer, Louisa by Ellie
Humberstone and Lillian Drummer and Kurt by Regan Kerr and Bailey Hunt.
Mother Abbess, who sings what is considered to be one of the best numbers in the
show ‘Climb Every Mountain’ will be played by Angela Schofield.
The show is being Directed by Richard Sanderson, with Lisa Manley as Musical
Director, Susan Chippendale is Choreographer and Uncle Joe (Mr Piano
Keyboards) Winkley is accompanist.
For ways to book your seats see page 3

The Pendle Hippodrome Theatre Company
Committee would like to wish all their members
a Very Merry Christmas and a Happy and
Prosperous New Year

amily are invited to attend the Hippodrome Theatre’s Christmas Eve Party

December.

s see page 11

The fun begins at 7.30 pm
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Saturday 10th December 2011 – 7.30 pm start
Pendle Hippodrome Theatre would like to welcome you to the very first
combined Christmas Concert featuring Colne Orpheus, PYO Music and
Pendle Youth Choir.
Together they have planned a fabulous night of Christmas music which will
entertain you and put you in a Christmas mood.
The fantastic festive programme of music old and new from the three
groups will end with a combined finale of carols to lift your hearts, exercise your
voices and get you in the mood for your Christmas festivities.

26th to
28th January 2012
7.30 pm start Tickets £6
Zip, Zing and Razzmatazz will hit the
stage of Pendle Hippodrome Theatre when the Theatre
Company present ‘Silver Spectacular’ a sparkling 25th Anniversary
production featuring shows staged at the Theatre over the last 25 years.
There will be selections from all the best loved musicals and a special appearance
by members of the Youth Theatre performing a selection from their Award Winning
‘Les Miserables’ where they will be joined by the full Company.
The second half will be a wonderful collection of all the best West End Musical
numbers ever written for film and stage. With a cast of over 50 this will be a truly
‘Spectacular’ evening’s entertainment of dance, comedy and wonderful music.
For ways to book your seats for both shows see page 3
Some of the extensive cast of ‘SILVER SPECTACULAR’

Walking for
Sixpence
Members of the Youth Theatre, friends
and family took part in a sponsored
walk to raise funds for their
forthcoming production of ‘Half a
Sixpence’ which they are staging on
15th to 18th February 2012
Over 30 youngsters set of from Colne
Ambulance Hall following their Sunday
morning rehearsal and headed for
Alkincoates Park and then on to the
Mile Tunnel. From there they trekked
along the Leeds and Liverpool Canal
banks to Red Lane and into Heirs
House Lane and finally trudged along
Barrowford Road and back to the
Ambulance Hall for a well earned BBQ
style feast. They raised over £500 for
their funds and thoroughly enjoyed the
exercise, fun and fresh air.
The route was organised by the Board
of Directors representative on the
Youth Theatre Committee, Frank
Lomax, with help from his wife Pam
and Stuart James. Stuart won the
Award for Services to the Youth
Theatre at the Leader Times Awards
Night earlier this year. A big thank you
to the three of them and to all the
people who helped organise the food
and the event.
The Youth Theatre Committee would
like to say a huge THANK YOU
to all the
walkers who
took part and
to all their
sponsors.
The intrepid
walkers set off
from the
Ambulance
Hall

SO MUCH TALENT!
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Following the Open Auditions
for The Sound of Music’, the
Theatre Company’s March
2012 production, 35 children
registered to audition for the show.
They were all so talented, each having
their own individual special something.
It was one of the most difficult tasks a
casting committee has ever had to
perform, to select the 11 children
required for the final production. If you
are wondering why so many children
have been chosen, there will be two
sets of the younger children who will
perform on alternate nights. The parts
of Liesl and Friedrich will be taken by
the same actors in all performances.
Well done to all the children who
auditioned, you were all wonderful, its
just a pity the show only runs for a
week and that we could not use you all.

Top Swap
The Theatre has a new
Chairman, Kevin Mason.
Keith Walton took over the position two
and a half years ago when Pam Lomax
stepped down as no one else came
forward to take on the arduous task.
However recently, Vice Chairman
Kevin Mason, agreed to take over the
position of Chairman providing that
Keith accepted the role of Vice
Chairman. The Board of Directors
unanimously agreed to the ‘swap’.
Keith will continue as Chairman of
Pendle Hippodrome Theatre Company
and his many other duties including
Property Manager for the Theatre.
We would all like to thank Keith for the
excellent job he has done over the last
two years and extend congratulations
and best wishes to Kevin in his new
role.
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THANK YOU

Thank you to all the people
who helped in any way to
make the Annual Arts Crafts
and Gifts Fair a resounding
success. This was the 23rd
Craft Fair and special thanks must go
to the Craft Fair Committee who work
throughout the year to ensure that
stalls are booked and find new
exhibitors and make sure everything
runs smoothly.
Thank you to the set up team who turn
our working Theatre into an Aladdin’s
Cave of wonderment. Thank you to all
the men who helped with the task of
unloading the container in the yard
and remembered where it all goes in
the Theatre. Thanks also to all the
people who come to set up the stalls
and book the exhibitors in and out.
Thanks all the Stewards who are
‘Happy to Help’ and serve the
hundreds of people who come to the
Craft Fair each year, to the cashiers
and door staff who do a sterling job,
and to the Stewards Secretary who
organised them.
Thank you to our dedicated catering
team, they provided both customers
and helpers with some excellent home
made lunches and afternoon teas
throughout the week.
Thank you to all our stall holders,
without you we would not have a Craft
Fair.
And a huge THANK YOU for your
continued support to all the people
who come along to browse, refresh
and buy.
The Craft Fair is our main fund raising
event of the year so thank you to
everyone and if I’ve missed you off the
list I apologise but

Thank You.

‘Cinderella’
Thursday 5th, Friday 6th &
Saturday 7th January 2012
at 7.15 pm
with Saturday Matinee at 2.15 pm
St John Southworth Youth Theatre
invites everyone to accompany them
on a magical journey across a
kingdom far far away to watch their
seventh award winning pantomime
‘Cinderella the Musical’
In a far away, long ago kingdom,
Cinderella's father marries a cold,
cruel woman who has two daughters.
When the father dies, Cinderella's
wicked stepmother turns her into a
servant in her own house.
Meanwhile, across town in the castle,
the Prince wants to find a suitable
bride. So Dandini invites every
eligible maiden in the kingdom to a
Royal Ball. The Ugly Sisters tear
apart Cinderella's ticket. At this point,
enters the Fairy Godmother, the
pumpkin carriage, a real Pony, the
Royal Ball, the stroke of midnight, the
glass slipper, and the rest, as they
say, is a fairy tale…
Joe Brown
The performance has been written,
directed and produced by Joe Brown
and is Choreographed by Cathryn
Osborne.
Tickets; £6 for Adults and £4 for
Concessions/Under 19 year olds.
Booking details on page 3.
For group bookings please ring Joe
Brown on 07875142613. One free
ticket with every 10 people booking

Especially for Friends
The Friends of the Hippodrome hosted
a special Open Day in October, not
only for Friends but for anyone who
wanted to look around our wonderful
Theatre.
This is the second Open Day the
Theatre has hosted this year. The first
one, which was held as part of English
Heritage week in September, was also
very well attended.
People who come to see shows and
events at the Theatre rarely think of
what goes on behind the scenes and
so are both surprised and amazed by
our extensive facilities in the areas the
public do not usually see.
Around 60 people arrived for the two
conducted tours and several people
were individually shown round the
Theatre by our helpful staff.
The day proved to be great success
and the Theatre will certainly be
opening its doors to the Friends and
the public in the future.
In the meantime if you are a member
of an organisation or group the
Theatre offers conducted tours
throughout the year to parties of 10
people or more at a cost of £5 per
person including supper.
Contact Thelma on 01282 864766 if
you would like details or to make a
booking.
Friends and guests inspect the
Costume Display in
No.1 Dressing Room

Christmas Eve Party
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Christmas is almost upon us
and our minds are turning to
parties, Santa and Grottoes.
When you have wrapped all the
presents, peeled all those potatoes and
sprouts, why not come along to the
Hippodrome Christmas Party for a great
night out. There will be quizzes and
games for all the family and Father
Christmas will hopefully be able to put in
an appearance in his ‘even more
spectacular than last year’s’ Grotto. The
bar will be open until 11pm after which
we will all toddle off home to bed, happy
and full of Christmas Cheer. And if we
are all tucked up and fast asleep by
midnight maybe Father Christmas will
pop down our chimneys to leave even
more Christmas presents for us all.
The fun begins at 7.30 pm
on 24th December.
All Theatre Company members,
Youth Theatre members,
Friends of the Hippodrome,
friends and families are invited.
Usual arrangements, Jacob’s join
supper, finger food only please, no
trifles etc as we do not have any magic
elves to wash up, and please bring a
present for Santa’s sack (maximum
value £2) equal to the number of people
in your party, both adult and children so
no one misses out. If you are not sure
of the ‘usual’ arrangements or need
advice on what to bring for the Jacobs
join ring Pam (865337) or Betty
(868658).

And if you can’t join us
MERRY CHRISTMAS EVERYONE
And although we would love
a White Christmas please
let it snow after we leave
the party!

What’s On
Winter/Spring 2011/12
Unless other booking details are given please see page 5 for all ticket booking.

Wednesday 7th December at 7.30 pm
‘A Grand Christmas Happening’ Demonstrator Karen Schofield
Tickets £7.00 - ring 01282 815951 www.forestofpendle@flowersnorhtwest.net

Pendle Hippodrome Theatre presents a
Saturday 10th December - 7.30 pm

Adults £6 Children £4

Colne Orpheus, Pendle Youth Choir and PYO Music

St John Southworth Youth Theatre presents
Thurs 5th - Sat 7th January Tickets £6 concessions £4

7.15 pm nightly and Saturday Matinee at 2.15 pm
Pendle Hippodrome Theatre Company celebrates 25 years at the Hippodrome
with a……..
Thurs 26th to

Sat 28th January

Tickets £6.00

Pendle Hippodrome Youth Theatre presents

Wednesday 15th to Saturday 18th February 2012
Pendle Hippodrome Theatre Company presents

Tues 20th to Sat 24th March
Editor; Milly Greenwood Tel: 01282 690598 e-mail millyg@btinternet.com
Pendle Hippodrome Theatre, New Market Street, Colne, Lancs, BB8 9BJ
Tel. 01282 863210 www.phtheatre.co.uk

