December 2020

Depressing as it may be the front door of Pendle Hippodrome Theatre has
been firmly locked and the Theatre is now in hibernation. There are no shows
to view, no scenery to erect, no singing or dancing to entertain our audiences,
the lights are out, the dust sheets on and the auditorium is silent.
That is the impression from the outside. The Hippodrome Theatre has been in
existence for over 100 years and it will take more than a world wide pandemic
to close the back door and allow the Theatre to sleep peacefully. Work has
been going on throughout this long year (always socially distanced of course)
to keep our magnificent architectural Edwardian gem of a Theatre in tip top
condition and ready for use.
See inside for what’s been going on during lockdown.

Have no Fear Once this nightmare is over

WE WILL BE BACK - BIGGER AND BETTER THAN EVER
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The Board of Directors
of the Pendle Hippodrome Theatre would like to
wish you all
a Merry Christmas and
a very Happy New Year.
To all our Theatre Company Members and their
Committee, to our Youth Theatre members and
their Committee. To our Friends of the
Hippodrome, Stewards, Audience members,
Volunteers and Supporters
We hope you are able to enjoy the best
Christmas and New Year possible in these
unprecedented times.
This has been a very trying year for everyone
at the Pendle Hippodrome Theatre and we are
hoping for a much better and prosperous year
in 2021.
At least we have survived and are looking
forward to a better and brighter future.

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year

CLOSED - NEVER
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Once the initial shock of having to close the Hippodrome because of the government
restrictions due to Covid 19 had sunk in the maintenance staff did not close the doors
and throw away the key. No such thought entered their heads. Instead they took
advantage of the enforced close down and got to work.
Working on the dry
rot in the circle

With the Theatre bookings ever increasing, the school
holidays beginning well into July and schools clamouring
for end of term concerts plus the August Bank Holiday
strip out for the Annual Blues Festival, maintenance time
at the Theatre has been decreasing by the year.
The Corona virus lockdown proved to be an opportunity
to get some major work done. No one had any idea, and
we still haven’t, how long this enforced closure would
last but the Hippodrome ‘lads’ did not want to miss out
on the chance to do some much needed repairs and
enhancement of facilities. Everything is being done in a
Covid secure environment. One thing about the size of
our building there is plenty of space so they don’t have to
work close to one another.

Backstage, every dressing room has been redecorated
and new lights fitted where needed so when we return to normal things will be clean
and bright ready for the new start.
Front of house, all the auditorium doors have been stripped down to within an inch of
their lives and repainted. The ‘lads’ have also managed to finally complete the new
carpeting in the back side rows from J row upwards and the ice cream fridge in the
Circle has been moved from the top of the stairs to the back of the seating, to blend in
with the sound box on the opposite side.

New Carpet

The biggest job
has been to sort
out the leaking
roof and dry rot in
the
Circle
by
removing part of
the wall, fixing the
problem and then
New wallpaper required
replastering and
repapering the wall, a huge job. Luckily enough original wall
paper has been found (they throw nothing away) to complete
the job and it will be as good as new by the time our
audiences return.

And everything was socially distanced, even the tea and biscuit breaks.
There is still plenty of work to do, and then some, what with this and the pub they will
be busy for as long as the pandemic lasts. Don’t for one minute think the Pendle
Hippodrome is in hibernation, it is a hive of activity behind the scenes ready for
everyone to return when this nightmare is over.
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32nd Annual Craft Fair

It was with great sadness that this year we had no option but to cancel our
Theatre’s biggest fundraiser. The 32nd Annual Arts, Crafts and Gifts Fair is
the Arts, Crafts and Gifts Fair that never happened.
People keep asking why we did not do it? With restriction guidelines as
they are we could not have met the social distancing requirements for our
teams who fit it all in, our helpers and crafters who book the stalls in and,
given the narrowness of the aisles, our staff and our customers would not
have been able to socially distance. The catering team would also not have
had space to run their café service.
At the time of going to press, just when the Arts Craft and Gift Fair would have being
into full swing, we are in lockdown and can only look forward to next year. After 31
years the organisers, believe it or not, are enjoying a year off from organizing all the
stalls, sorting out all those crafts and presents, being dazzled by all the sparkling
Christmas gifts and sampling the great food and are preparing for their own Christmas
for a change.
There is just one question do we call next year the 32nd Annual Arts Craft and Gift
Fair Or the 33rd?.

Fund Raising - Josh Smashes His Target
Josh Hindle staged a live streamed one man show on 30th
October. The show named ’Some Enchanted Evening’ was
filmed live from a secret location with no audience and only
a few technicians present due to current restrictions. The
concert was streamed live on You Tube and was to raise
funds for Pendleside Hospice where Josh is an
Ambassador, and Pendle Hippodrome Theatre, on a ‘Just
Giving’ page. His initial target was to raise £1000 which
would be shared equally between the two charities but Josh
smashed his target raising almost £1200.
The eagle eyed amongst you may have noticed that the secret location was in fact the
Hippodrome. Josh’s comment on Facebook after his show was “Thank you everyone
so much!! I’m so absolutely proud to say I smashed the target of £1k tonight with more
donations to come too! Thank you all so much! I hope you all enjoyed the concert! It
was so strange to hear silence after the songs and looking out over a theatre
auditorium that we usually see full with happy smiling faces, only tonight it was just
dust sheets. Let’s hope all theatres reopen soon but thank you all for supporting me
and I’m so happy to give a little something back again to these two charities”.
If you are thinking of doing some
shopping on Amazon please
consider using the link opposite
to donate to the Hippodrome. It
won't cost you a penny but we'd
really appreciate it!

When you shop at
sm ile. am azo n.co.uk
Amazon will donate to
Pendle
Hippodrome
Theatre. Support us
every time you shop.

Anyone For a Drink
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Way back in March everything was ready for the Theatre Company’s spectacular
show ’Chicago’. Tickets had been sold, the cast were raring to go, the Theatre was
spick and span and the bar and sweet stall fully stocked ready for bumper sales.
Then WOOSH everything just ground to a halt, everything was stopped dead in its
tracks, Covid 19 had arrived. Everyone was sent home, lighting and scenery hastily
returned, costumes cleaned and put back into wardrobe and tickets refunded. Like the
rest of the Theatre world we thought it was just a matter of time until we could open
again. But it is now December and there is still no sign of our Theatre opening again
in the near future.
In October someone had a thought “What about all that bar and ice cream stock in the
Theatre?”. Sell by dates don’t last forever!
The Board of Directors took the decision to sell off the stock before the situation got
any worse and our bar staff were forced to bin it all. So on the 24th October the crates
were brought up from the cellar, the sweets unpacked and put on show and the ice
creams got ready for sale.
There was no alternative but to sell the stock at cost price or below if sell by dates
were nearing their time. The sale was advertised on Facebook and quite a few of our
members took advantage of the prices and came along.
It was all socially distanced with customers and staff masked up. It was in the top door
of the box office and out the bottom door. Everything went very well. The sale raised
£606 which was better than disposing of it all down the drain.
Thanks to our Bar Staff for manning the sale and to the people who carried everything
from the cellar, and to the people who came along to buy. It was all very much
appreciated.
The washing and ironing does not end
when wardrobe closes. At the shut down in
March there were still lots of costumes out on hire to other
societies and the public. These had all to be booked back in,
sorted, cleaned and put back on the rails. The Wardrobe Ladies
found themselves in a very unusual situation, almost every item
that the Theatre owned was back in stock and the shelves and
rails were absolutely full. Plus as people cleared out their own wardrobes during
lockdown and generously donated items to the Theatre the rails became not just full
but full to overflowing.

All Full Up

Many thanks from the wardrobe team to everyone who has donated items but we are
going to have to say 'thank you but no more'. Even their own spare rooms are full of
washed and ready to return items because there is simply no room in wardrobe.
Because of social distancing restrictions the ladies aren't going in to wardrobe now
unless absolutely necessary. They have not been able to have their usual yearly clear
out and have no plans to open again this year so if you have something you really do
think is suitable please keep it until they are up and running again.
Thank You and Stay Safe —— From the Wardrobe Team
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Youth Theatre News
THANK YOU ASDA AND EVERYONE
Pendle Hippodrome Youth Theatre would like to say a big
THANK YOU to everyone who supported the Youth Theatre
during the Green token scheme (pre Covid 19) at Asda Colne.
They have now received a cheque from the Asda Foundation
for £500 towards their funds.
Thank you from us all.
Some extremely good news at last.

Youth Theatre QUIZ Nights are taking place on ZOOM to allow the members
to keep in touch with each other during lockdown. The first one on 14th of
November was set by Youth Theatre Member Lizzie Thompson and cohosted by members James Crickmore and Grace Mumby. Everyone had a
thoroughly good time and really enjoyed seeing each other again even if it
was just on screen. The Committee are hoping to arrange another Quiz Night
for Christmas

The Youth Theatre’s production of FAME’ is sadly another victim of Covid 19
BUT NOT FOREVER
Auditions took place virtually in May and the show was cast. Rehearsals
began on Zoom in early summer and in August and September a small
‘bubble’ was formed with the principals for read through as no singing and
dancing were allowed. Since then things have moved on and it does not look
hopeful for the Theatre to re-open for ‘FAME’ to hit the stage in February.
However a new date has now been arranged and, if all goes well, rehearsals
will be able to begin again and we can all go and see the fabulous ‘FAME’ in
October 2021. Keep reading your emails.
***** NOTE*****
The Committee would like to assure everyone that a full Risk Assessment has been
done re the pandemic and procedures put in place to keep all the Youth Theatre
members safe and well when they are doing anything connected to the Youth Theatre.

Theatre Company News
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WHAT ON EARTH IS GOING ON WITH THE THEATRE COMPANY?

Our brilliant but ill-fated show Chicago came to an abrupt end in March due to Covid
19. The Committee applied for the rights to perform the show in September 2020 but
by September Theatres were still not open. Chicago was due to go on a national
professional tour in 2021 and all rights to perform the show have been withdrawn.
We will certainly try again as soon as we are allowed.

NEXT

The Committee decided to bring
the show planned for March 2022 ‘Made in
Dagenham’ forward to 2021.
A production team was chosen and plans
made to invite members to an open evening.
BUT as with the best laid plans of mice and
men this again was not possible as the dreaded Covid would not go away.

NEXT ‘Dying to Meet You’

The play was originally
scheduled to take place in June 2020 but had to be pushed
back to 2021. Further announcements will be made when
things are back to normal!

NEXT
‘My Fair Lady’ has
been re-booked for September 2021. All
we need is the go ahead for rehearsals to begin, the Theatre to be fully open
and this nightmare that is messing all our plans up to go away. We will stay
optimistic and see you all again when we can re-open.

Please keep reading the Theatre Company pages on Facebook etc
for all the latest updates. Sorry we can’t be more precise
but restrictions change very quickly at the moment.
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Theatre Hatches

Bryce Peter Cheung
Bryce entered the world on 25th May 2020 at 7.25 pm weighing 8lb 3 oz.
His extremely proud parents are Helen and Simon Cheung.
Bryce attended all the rehearsals for the Theatre Company’s abandoned
production of ‘Chicago’ when his mum Helen choreographed the show,
although he will never know it. Helen has been with the Theatre Company
and its predecessors since she joined St John AO&DS at the age of 5 to play Gretel in
‘The Sound of Music’. She has played many leading roles since then and has
choreographed many of our shows. Helen is the proprietor of Encore Dance School.
Bryce is the latest addition to one of our Theatre dynasties being the grandson of Liz
O’Connell and great grandson of Olwen Riley and nephew of Catherine Cox.

Freddie James Manley
Theatre Company Chairman Stevan Manley and his wife Lisa, who is
Musical Director and Secretary to the Theatre Board of Directors, were
overjoyed to welcome their second grandchild Freddie James into the
world. Freddie arrived on 16th September weighing in at 8b 5oz.
Freddie is the son of Stevan and Lisa’s son Daniel and his wife Becky and is a very
welcome little brother for Alivia Jane.
He comes from a long line of Pendle
Hippodrome people being the great grandson of Theatre Company member Vera and
the late Deryk Manley.

Amelia Ann Spencer
Amelia Ann made her entrance into the world on 5th October 2020
weighing in at 7lb 12 oz.
Proud grandma Christine Spencer and aunty Helen Spencer were
overjoyed at her arrival. Christine is a member the Youth Theatre
Committee along with daughter Helen. Helen is also a member of the Theatre
Company Committee. Amelia is the daughter of Christine’s son James and his wife
Abagail.

Ayla Elsie Hartley
Another Theatre dynasty added to its numbers when Theatre Company
Committee and Life Member Susan Thorp became a great grandmother
on 21st October. Susan and her family were thrilled when Susan’s
grandson William and his wife Naomi presented them with baby Ayla
Elsie who weighed in at 8lb 12oz.
She is a great niece for Penny Hatfield and cousin for Grace Hall.
We were hoping to have at least a couple of wedding announcements and
pictures together with happy smiling couples and beautiful brides but
unfortunately weddings are not to be this year and we will have to save space
until next year’s editions.

Theatre Matches
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Butterfield - Crabtree
Alice Butterfield and Sam Crabtree are delighted to announce their
engagement. Alice and Sam met at the Hippodrome when they were
both in the cast of ‘RENT’ in 2017 where Alice played Mimi and Sam
played Benjamin. They were both in the 2018 production of
‘Spamalot’ where Sam played Sir Robin and Alice was one of the
Laker girl dancers. Sam has been involved with the Pendle
Hippodrome since the age of 11 with both the Youth Theatre and the
Adult Society. Alice is also no stranger to the Hippodrome stage
having performed here with Basics Junior Theatre School.

Rigby-Leonard
Hannah introduce her friend Gary to the Hippodrome Theatre
when they both played Yellow Coats in St John AO&DS production
of HIi-de-HI. Since then they have appeared together in many
shows. Hannah is usually one of our chorus members while Gary
has taken on quite a number of leading roles including Judas in
‘Jesus Christ Super Star’, Doody in ‘Grease’ and Roger in ‘RENT ‘
to name but a few. Hannah was all set to appear in Pendle
Hippodrome Theatre Company’s production of ‘Chicago’ in March
when Covid 19 put a stop to that. They announced their engagement in August 2020
and are very proud to announce that they are expecting a baby boy in January.

New Secretary
Due to Covid restrictions there was a only a small ceremony at the
Theatre when Theatre Chairman Kevin Mason officially handed on the
role of Theatre Board of Directors Secretary to Lisa Manley who has
taken over from Sheila Keogh.
After serving for 18 years as Secretary to Pendle Hippodrome
Theatre Board of Directors, Sheila Keogh has decided to retire
Sheila has witnessed quite a few changes to the Board in the last 18 Sheila Keogh
years. She has served under three different Chairmen, seen Board
members come and go and has taken reams upon reams of minutes. She has
witnessed the extension of our property with the purchase of the Derby Arms and
witnessed many momentous decisions taken by the Board.
She has represented the Theatre at numerous events but one of the
highlights was attending the presentation at County Hall Preston in
2015 of the Queens Award for Voluntary Service together with other
Board members. The Board would like to express its gratitude to
Sheila for her years of service.
Taking on the position of Secretary will be Lisa Manley. Most of you
will know Lisa for waving the baton in front of our orchestras but now
she will also be taking down the minutes and dealing with the Theatre
Lisa Manley
correspondence. The Board would like to welcome Lisa.
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What’s In Store for 2021

All the events that were planned after March for 2020 had to be either cancelled or
moved to future dates.
The Theatre calendar is now looking extremely full for the coming year as events are
re-scheduled in anticipation of the Hippodrome re-opening as soon as it is allowed in
2021.
We hope that all our regular shows and events will be taking place from Secret
Cinema to musicals, plays, the Blues and of course the Annual Craft Fair, plus much
much more to entertain everybody.
All this is in the lap of the gods and we have no idea when we will be able to open our
doors again. However we can always look forward to welcoming back our performers,
our stewards, Friends and volunteers and of course our wonderful audiences.

We have missed everyone so much.
The Hippodrome has been so quiet and lonely without you all.

Time for a change
Footlight Forum the Pendle Hippodrome’s news magazine has had several Editors
over its 42 year history. Milly Greenwood and her sub-editor Pam Lomax have, for the
past 16 years, compiled and edited the magazine. During the lockdown Milly decided
that it was time to hand on the position to some one who is a bit more computer
literate and will bring the magazine up to date. The Theatre is therefore looking for a
new editor, hence the Situation Vacant in the next column.
Milly has also decided to relinquish the position of Friends of the Hippodrome
Secretary which she has also run, very successfully, for the last 16 years.
Hopefully new volunteers will come forward to take on these two positions.

SITUATION VACANT

SITUATION VACANT

EDITOR
for

SECRETARY

Footlight Forum
A vacancy has arisen within
the Hippodrome Theatre
for someone to
Edit the Footlight Forum.
The magazine has so far been
published as a bi-monthly Hippodrome
Theatre magazine containing all our
news gossip and events information.
It is hoped in the future the Footlight
Forum can also be put online for all
members and Friends to receive so
some computer literacy is required.
Please apply to kev.mason@live.co.uk

for

Friends of the Hippodrome

A vacancy has arisen
for a new secretary to run
the Friends of the
Hippodrome group.
This would entail keeping the
records of Friends details and
subscriptions up to date and
keeping the Friends themselves up
to date by forwarding Theatre
information either by post or on line.
Please apply to
kev.mason@live.co.uk

It is with sadness that we report the deaths of
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JANET METCALFE

HARRY NUTTAL

27 October 2020 Aged 85 years

31st August 2020 Aged 89 years

Janet joined St John AO&DS in the early
1970s and later became a member of
Colne Operatic Society where she met
her husband Jim. She went on to be in
over 30 shows as a regular and much
valued chorus member. She was in
‘Camelot’, the first ever show to be
performed at the Hippodrome by Colne
OS in 1987. Her last show was in 2006 in
Colne’s OS’s production of ‘Oklahoma’
and if she did not perform in a show she
was always on hand to help in the
dressing rooms. Janet enjoyed singing
and was also a member of Nelson Civic
Ladies choir for many years.

Roger was a much valued ‘Friend of the
Hippodrome’. He was a past Chief Sub
Editor of the Nelson Leader and for 25
years he covered every opening night of
St John’s AO&DS shows writing his much
anticipated Friday reviews in the local
press. Betty, Roger’s wife of almost 50
years, was a member of Colne Operatic
Society for many years.

Harry began his amateur acting career
on the local stage as far back as the
1950s. He appeared in over 70
productions with all three of Pendle
Hippodrome Theatre Company’s
predecessors and graced the stages
of our past and present venues, the
Palace in Nelson, the Muni in Colne
and lastly the Hippodrome.
Harry was a very accomplished actor
taking on such diverse rolls as Nathan
Detroit in Colne’s 1982 production of
‘Guys and Dolls’ and Alfred Doolittle in
the 1977 production of ‘My Fair Lady.
He turned his hand to Directing with
Colne’s 1984 show ‘The Music Man’
and again in 1986 with ‘Underneath
The Arches’.
He was a life member of Pendle
Hippodrome Theatre Company and a
Friend of the Hippodrome. He was still
active within the Hippodrome and each
year acted as one of our meeting and
greeting door stewards at the Annual
Craft Fair. He avidly supported the
Hippodrome Theatre and regularly
attended shows and film nights.
He will be sadly missed.

ALAN SHUTT

NORA ELIZABETH BROWN

ROGER SIDDALL
March 2020 Aged 82 years

13 April 2020
Alan was a ‘Friend of the Hippodrome’.
He was a much appreciated supporter of
the Hippodrome and until his retirement
was a regular advertiser in our show
programmes. He was a carpet fitter by
trade and fitted all the backstage carpets
at the Theatre.

2nd September 2020
A very talented actress Nora was a
member of Colne Operatic Society
and over the years took many leading
roles. She played Bloody Mary in
Colne’s 1970 production of ‘South
Pacific’. She was a member of Colne
Dramatic Society and Bacup Operatic
Society before moving to Lincolnshire.

We would like to express our sincere condolences
to all their family and friends.

PENDLE HIPPODROME THEATRE

WOULD LIKE
TO THANK
our wonderful NHS Staff
and all the other key workers
who have kept things
running for us.
THANK YOU also to all our
members, friends, volunteers
and workers, our audiences and
to all our supporters.

WE WILL BE BACK
just as soon as we are allowed.
And, for the last time, thanks to all our readers from
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