
December 2019 December 2019 

Pendle Hippodrome Theatre’s 
31st Annual Arts, Crafts and 
Gifts Fair was officially declared 
OPEN by Theatre Chairman 
Kevin Mason on Friday 15th 
November 2019. 
 

During the opening ceremony there were two presentations. John Morgan 
and his family presented a cheque for a new Cinema Screen for the Theatre 
in Memory of his wife Margaret (see page 8).  His Worship the Mayor of 
Pendle Councillor Ken Hartley presented the Mayor’s Commendation Awards 
to members of the Hippodrome (see page 9). 

 



2 Booking 
Arrangements for ALL  
Pendle Hippodrome 

Shows  
 

AT THE THEATRE 
 
 

THE THEATRE BOX OFFICE  
WILL BE OPEN FOR 

BOOKING   
Any time the Theatre is open 

 

 Call in and book your seats or 
ring on 01282 863210  

NO Booking fee 
 

ONLINE 
 

 LOG IN TO 
www.phtheatre.co.uk   

Follow the Online Booking 
Instructions 

Theatre plan available 
Online Booking Fee Applicable 

  
OUTLET 

 

Central Garage 
 Wheatley Lane Road 

Fence 

Call in and book your tickets  
or ring 

01282 617315   
NO Booking Fee 

 
THE DOOR 

 

COME ALONG TO  ANY 
PERFORMANCE  AND  

BOOK AT THE THEATRE 
BOX OFFICE  

(subject to availability) 

  The Board of Directors 
of the Hippodrome Theatre would 

like to wish you all  
a very Merry Christmas and  

a very Happy New Year. 
 

Thanks to everyone who works so hard to 
keep our theatre looking and working so 
well, to everyone who helps with upkeep 
and maintenance, to all the people who 
come to help man the theatre for shows 

and everyone who helps with fund raising 
in any way.  

  

Thanks also to the Board of Directors and 
the Theatre Company and Youth Theatre 
committees and to all the members who 
strive to put on such excellent shows for 

the public to come and see.  
 

Thank you and Merry Christmas and a 
Very Happy New Year 

WARDROBE CLOSED 
 

The Ladies of the Monday Night Wardrobe 
Team would like to wish you all a very 
Happy Christmas and a Peaceful New 
Year. November and December is show 
and party time and wardrobe has been 
thronged with happy people choosing 
outfits for the festivities and costumes for 
their performances.  The ladies will be 
taking a break after a very busy few 
months. 
 

Wardrobe and Props will 
be CLOSED FOR HIRE 
on Monday 23rd and 
Monday 30th December. 
 

Wardrobe and Props 
departments will open 
again on Monday 6th 
January at 7.00 pm.  



3                   Theatre Company Annual Party Night 
 

Members of Pendle Hippodrome Theatre Company and their guests forwent their 
usual party night three course meal and instead opted for a delicious buffet supper 
when they went to the Fence Gate Inn in October for their Annual Party Night. 
 

During the evening Stevan Manley Theatre 
Company Chairman presented Long Service 
NODA Awards to Fiona and Paul Thompson 
for 35 years Service.  An Award for 40 years 
Service had previously been presented to 
Andrew Scott  at a Company rehearsal.                           

Congratulations to all three. 
 

Revellers enjoyed  a very testing multi round 
quiz set by Lisa Manley and a raffle. After the 
meal it was non-stop disco and dancing, and 
singing provided by Josh Hindle of JH Entertainment (his professional title).  
 

The evening ended well after the witching hour and everyone had a brilliant night in 
excellent Company together with a great meal and some wonderful music and 
entertainment.  Thanks to the Lisa Manley and David Smith and to Josh who made 
the evening go with a real swing.   We are all looking forward to next year’s event.  

            

 

The Party 
Goers 
At the 
Annual 
Theatre 

Company 
Party 

Fiona             Stevan              Paul 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

They came from far and wide, near and just around the corner to help Pendle 
Hippodrome Youth Theatre celebrate its 30th Anniversary. 
Both John Normanton and Joe Spencer, who together had the original concept 
of beginning a Youth Theatre at the Hippodrome, were very proud to be present 
at the Celebration and witness what their original notion in 1989 had achieved 
over the last 30 years. 
 

The Theatre was packed with invited guests, old members (relatively speaking) 
new members, present members, acting members and those from behind the 
scenes who had helped in any way over the last 30 years. It was a brilliant 
evening of pure celebration meeting old friends and making new ones. 
 

Current Youth Theatre members opened the evening with a song from their 
June production of ‘SHREK’ and ended the show with ‘Do You  Wanna Dance’ 
from their forthcoming 2020 show ‘Summer Holiday’. 
 

There was a superb revue featuring shows from the past 30 years including 
‘Annie’ when the Annies from the 2000 and 2018 productions appeared on stage 
together.  Almost the entire original principal cast of ‘Les Miserables’ had 
assembled and earned a standing ovation with their reprise of ‘One Day More’.  
The show also included original cast members of the 1991 production of 
‘Grease’ when the Full House sign went up on a PHYT production for the first 
time. There have been many shows since that shared the same accolade and 
there will be many more to come considering the wealth of young talent at 
Pendle Hippodrome Youth Theatre.   
 

It was a glorious evening’s entertainment hosted by current PHYT Committee 
members Matt Whatley and Frankie Harrison-Bradley. During the show the 
Youth Theatre Awards were presented by the Awards’ representatives and 
service to the Youth Theatre were presented by Paul Mason our NODA area 
representative. 
 

In the past 30 years the Youth 
Theatre has staged 42 productions 
with over 170 performances. Had 
well over 1000 members and 
volunteers and put in a bare 
minimum of 4000 hours of 
rehearsal time.                              
 

        What an achievement. 
The evening concluded with a 

buffet and a Disco. 
See page 5 for the Awards 
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Some of the invited guests 



Pendle Hippodrome Youth Theatre Awards      
 

The Hippodrome Youth Theatre Awards were presented to members during the 30th 
Anniversary celebrations and were as follows:- 

 

►Chairman’s Award   Daniel Mason 
►Thomas Todhunter Award for comedy Lewis Mumby 
►Maureen Hopkins Award for Service to the Youth Theatre;   Stevan Manley 

►Vincent Waterworth Award for Most Improved  Summer Jones 
►Thomas Wright Award for Young Rising Star  Lewis Mumby 
►Cecilia Harrison Memorial Award Julie Scott 
►Shirley Kenyon Memorial Award Kayden Doult 
►PHYT Female Theatrical Endeavour Award   Eden Barritt 
►PHYT Male Theatrical Endeavour Award   James Crickmore 
►Noda certificates were awarded for various years service to many of the members 

 

CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL THE WINNERS 
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Stevan Manley winner of the Maureen 
Hopkins Award for Services to the Youth 
Theatre presented by Jackie Catlow 
 

Julie Scott was presented with the Cecilia 
Harrison Memorial Award by Jill Harrison. 
 

Daniel Mason won the Pendle  Hippodrome 
Youth Theatre Chairman’s Award 
presented by Julie Scott 

Eden Barritt Winner 
of the Female 
T h e a t r i c a l 
Endeavour Award  
presented by Gillian 
and Kevin Mason. 
T h e  V i n c e n t 
Waterworth Award 
for Most Improved 
M e m b e r  w a s 
p r e s e n t e d  t o 
Summer Jones by 
Andrea Jackson.   
Lewis Mumby won 
both the Thomas 
Todhunter Award for 

Comedy presented by Hilary Speak and the Thomas Wright Memorial Award for 
Rising Star awarded by Judith and Colin Wright.  The Shirley Kenyon Memorial 
Award went to Kayden Doult and was presented by Laura and Angela Schofield. 
James Crickmore won the Male Theatrical  Endeavour Award. NODA  Long Service 
Certificates were awarded to PHYT Members by Paul Mason our NODA Area 
Representative. 

          Stevan                 Julie               Daniel 



 

Youth Theatre News 6 

The Pendle Hippodrome Youth Theatre 
Committee would like to wish all their 
members a Very Merry Christmas and  

a Happy and Prosperous New Year  

Wednesday 19th to Saturday 22nd February 2020 
At 7.30 nightly with Saturday Matinee 2 pm 

If you  were lucky enough to score an invite to our Youth Theatre’s 30th Anniversary 
celebrations in October you will have caught a glimpse of their production of 
’Summer Holiday’ which they are staging in February 2020.  The excerpts were after 
just a few rehearsals and the whole show is now being polished for the fun filled 
show in February.  The guys are dusting off their dancing shoes, trying on their 
colourful 1960’s costumes and getting ready to ‘Move It’ in this great production of 
the toe tapping, tune filled ‘Summer Holiday’.   
 

TICKETS ON SALE NOW 
———————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————

Come along to the Youth Theatre’s Christmas Coffee Morning and 
get your Christmas off to a GREAT start.  Meet the young guys who 
will be staring in ‘Summer Holiday’ as they serve Christmas cheer to 
everyone. 
 

Not only will there be Coffee but Mince Pies, Mulled Wine and 
Festive treats galore.  There will be a raffle, a Tombola stall and fun 
and games for all.   
 

You will be able to order your tickets for ‘Summer Holiday’ on site and choose your 
own seats, or book tickets for Friends and Family as an extra Christmas treat.  You 
can also book for ‘Chicago ‘or any of the Theatre’s upcoming shows in 2020. 
 
 

JOIN US FOR A GREAT START TO YOUR  
CHRISTMAS FESTIVE SEASON 

Saturday 21st December 2019 
10am to 2pm 



17th to 21st March 2020 
At 7.30 nightly 

 

In October over 50 interested cast members attended the introduction night for the 
Theatre Company’s 2020 March production of CHICAGO. Rehearsals are going to 
plan and have been very well attended. 
At the time of going to press CHICAGO has not yet been cast but the casting 
Committee are expecting a very busy day on 24th November when auditions are 
taking place.  A list of the cast will be published in the next edition of Footlight Forum 
and on the Facebook page of Hippo Chicago. 
 

                          Good Luck to all the auditionees. 
 

Please Note.  Due to performing rights restrictions there will be no Saturday Matinee. 

Theatre Company News 7 

Pendle Hippodrome Theatre Company 
Annual General Meeting 

Will be held on Tuesday 25th February 2020 -   
7.30 pm start at Pendle Hippodrome Theatre 

Pendle Hippodrome Theatre Company are delighted to announce 
that they will be presenting the glorious ‘My Fair Lady’ in September 
2020.   The show will be Directed by David Hulme and Musical 
Director is Lisa Manley.  The show will be Choreographed by Dan 
Mason. 
An introductory night will be held on 6th April 2020 at 7.30 in the 
Theatre Bar and auditions are expected to take place on 26th April 
2020.                  Come along and join the cast. 
            Past, present and new members will all be welcome.                             

The Pendle Hippodrome Theatre Company 
Committee would like to wish all their 
members a Very Merry Christmas and  

a Happy and Prosperous New Year 

September 2020 



IN MEMORY OF MARGARET 
 

John Morgan and his family have donated 
a new Cinema Screen to the Hippodrome 
In memory of John’s late wife Margaret, . 
 

At the Craft Fair preview evening John 
and his family presented a cheque to 
Kevin Mason, Chairman of the 
Hippodrome Theatre, for the new screen. 
 

Both Margaret and her husband  John  
had become Pendle Hippodrome 
Theatre’s resident film diarists and they 
filmed events at the Hippodrome to keep 
a video diary.    
 

Margaret was also a regular member of 
the Sales and Accounts Team at the 
Theatre’s Annual Craft Fair. She was an 
avid supporter of the Theatre and was a 
much valued ‘Friend of the Hippodrome’.  
 

John has a long association with the 
Theatre, his father was the  Hippodrome’s 
projectionist when it was a Cinema many 
years ago, his grandfather was 
Commissionaire and his uncle Cinema 
Manger and both his mother and auntie 
were usherettes. John told us Margaret 
had often commented that the Theatre 
could do with replacing the old cinema 
screen so a new screen is a wonderful 
and fitting tribute to Margaret. 
 

We would like to thank John and all the 
Morgan family for their generosity.          

MORE HIPPODROME NEWS 
An Evening 
with Andrea 

 

25th January  
7.30 for 8 pm  

Tickets £7  
 

Our very own Medium, Andrea 
Jackson, will host ’An Evening of 
Mediumship’ on Friday 25th January 
in the Theatre Bar at 7.30 for 8 pm.   
Andrea will contact her spirit guides 
and will convey their messages from 
the departed to members of the 
audience. 
 

The evening is open to all, including 
the general public, and due to the 
ever increasing number of people 
wishing to attend ‘An Evening with 
Andrea’ tickets will be limited and 
early booking is recommended  

Tickets are £7 and are available from 
David Smith or Lisa Manley 

or ring the Theatre on  
01282 863210 and leave a message. 

 Everyone is Welcome  
Tickets subject to availability. 

Basics Junior Theatre Company  
Shooting Stars, are staging          

“Decades Apart’ a show for all lovers of 
musicals old and new. Friday 6th and 

Saturday 7th December at 7.30 nightly.  
See page 2 for how to book tickets 
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NODA Dinner and  
Awards Evening 

 

At the time of going to press the 
nomination's for the NODA  
District 3 Awards have not been 
announced.  However the date 

has been set for 8th February 2020 for 
the glittering evening to take place and 
will be held again at the Dunkenhalgh 
Hotel at Clayton le Moors. The fantastic 
occasion is for all the groups within the 
area to get together and celebrate the 
superb local talent which is around.  
 

More details in the next edition with a 
full list of nominations.  Or see the 
NODA District 3 web page. 



              MAYORS AWARD 
 

His Worship the Mayor of Pendle, Councillor 
Ken Hartley, put the spotlight on the area’s 
unsung heroes at the inaugural Mayor’s 
Commendation Awards Evening, and that 
included the Hippodrome. 
 

The Mayor said “I launched the Mayor’s 
Commendation Awards so that we can extend 
a big thank you to those who go the extra mile 
and make an outstanding contribution to the 
quality of life in Pendle”. 
 

All nominees received a certificate and a 
specially commissioned limited edition pin 
badge from the Mayor.  Pendle Hippodrome 
were honoured to received nine Awards. 
 

 Pendle Hippodrome Youth Theatre 
 

In June Pendle Hippodrome Youth Theatre 
produced ‘Shrek the Musical Jr’, a thoroughly 
professional production which showcased a 
wealth of talent from the youngsters of Pendle. 
One young actor exceeded all expectations.     
Lewis Mumby — Donkey from Shrek. 
 

Pendle Hippodrome Theatre 
We are so lucky that here in Pendle, despite 
the rise of cinemas, television, computer 
streaming, and YouTube, we have a thriving 
amateur live theatre community. We are even 
luckier that behind those aspiring thespians 
there is a community which is dedicated to 
supporting those who seek the limelight. 
 

• Ex Chair Keith Walton 
• Front of House- Joe Whittam 
• Wardrobe - Pam Lomax 
• Theatre Secretary - Sheila Keogh 
• Stage Manager - David Miller 
• Technical Manager  - Frank Lomax 
• Theatre Company Chairman - Steve Manley 
 
 

Would you like to become a 
‘Friend Of The Hippodrome’? 
Friends of the Hippodrome is 
the Hippodrome Patrons Group 
and is for anyone who would 
like to have an association with 
the Theatre and be kept up to 
date with all the news and 
e ven ts  a t  t h e  Pe nd le 
Hippodrome. 
 

You don’t need to be a Member 
of the Groups associated with 
the Hippodrome, membership of 
Friends of the Hippodrome is 
open to everyone. 
 

For a minimum donation of just 
£10 per person per year you 
can help support the Theatre so 
please give generously. 

 

In return you will receive regular 
copies of Footlight Forum, the 
Hippodrome’s light hearted 
magazine, to keep you up to 
date with all the news, gossip 
and with its regular diary of 
future events and productions.  
 

Wear your enamelled Friends of 
the Hippodrome badge with 
pride to show you are helping 
support Pendle Hippodrome.  
 

Receive a yearly invitation to 
the Craft Fair Preview Evening, 
an evening when invited guests 
can attend the opening of the 
Annual Craft Fair before it is 
opened to the general public.  
 

Friends Membership Application 
forms are available at the 
Theatre Box Office. 
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Stevan  Sheila  Pam  Joe   Mayoress   Lewis   Mayor 



WHATS ON AT THE HIPPODROME 

Children’s Movie Matinee  
Friday 3rd January at  2 pm 

 

Looking for something to do with 
the children or grandchildren now 
the hype of Christmas is over?  
Look no further than the screening 
of the fantastic 2019  film ‘DORA 
AND THE LOST CITY OF GOLD 
(2019)’ on the new  screen at 
Pendle Hippodrome. 
Dora, a teenage 
explorer, leads her 
friends on an 
adventure to save 
her parents and 
solve the mystery 
behind a lost city of 
gold.                 

A brilliant afternoon out for all 
the family and why not treat 

your family or friends  with an 
extra Christmas treat. 

Family vouchers for the film 
available from the  

Hippodrome Box Office. 
 

 £15 Family Ticket,  Adults £6,  
Children £3  See page 2 for ways 

to book your seats 

JACK AND THE BEANSTALK 
 11th to 14th December 2019 

at 7.30 nightly  
Saturday Matinee at 2pm 

Panto is  about to return to the Hippodrome 
when a brand new Theatre Company 

‘Theatre Worx’ bring their Pantomime ‘Jack 
and the Beanstalk’ to the Hippodrome stage. 

 

 

If you look at the picture carefully you will see 
many familiar faces from Pendle Hippodrome 
Theatre Company. As well as the principal 
characters pictured there will be many more 
Theatre Company members in the chorus.   
 

‘Theatre Worx’ is hoping to raise funds to 
help with the restoration of the former Derby 
Arms next door with this new venture.  Cast 
members have been rehearsing for months 
to bring you this funny, song filled, Christmas 
Pantomime which is suitable for all ages. 
 

Tickets can be booked in the usual ways 
(see page 2) and there are special rates for 
block bookings. 
 

Tickets may also be available on the door 
subject to availability (please check website) 

£10 Adults  £8   under 19’s 
£30 Family Ticket (2 Adults 2 under 19’s) 

 

                         Secret Cinema 
The next Secret Cinema 

will be on 
20th December  

at 7.30 pm 
The FREE film showing will 
have a Christmas Theme  
to put you in the mood for  

Christmas.  
  No need to book 

Just come along and enjoy. 
 

If you would like to register at 
bookings-pht@outlook.com  

we  will email you to let you 
know what the next film is. 
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   THAnK YOU 
 

Thank you to all the people 
who helped (or are still 
helping) in any way to make 
the Annual Arts, Crafts and 
Gifts Fair a resounding 
success. This was the 31st 

Craft Fair and special thanks 
must go to the Craft Fair Committee 
who work throughout the year to 
ensure that stalls are booked, find new 
exhibitors and make sure everything 
runs smoothly.  
 

Thank you to the set up team who turn 
our working Theatre into a major 
exhibition hall. Thank you to everyone 
who helped with the task of unloading 
the container in the yard and then 
remembered where it all goes in the 
Theatre.  Thanks also to all the people 
who come to cover and set up stalls 
and book the exhibitors in and out.  
 

Thanks all the Sales Staff who are 
‘Happy to Help’ and serve the 
thousands of people who come to the 
Craft Fair each year, to the cashiers, 
box office and door staff who do a 
sterling job. 
 

Thank you to our dedicated catering 
team, they provided both customers 
and helpers with some excellent home 
made lunches and afternoon teas 
throughout the week. 
 

Thank you to all our stall holders, 
crafters and artists, without you we 
would not have a Craft Fair.  
 

And a huge THANK YOU for your 
continued support to all the people who 
come to browse, refresh and buy.  
 

The Craft Fair is our main fund raising 
event of the year so thank you to 
everyone and if I’ve missed you off the 
list I apologise but  

                             Thank You 
Full report in the next issue 

It is with sadness that we 
report the death of  
DEREK BENNETT 
17th October 2019 

Aged 92 years 
 

Derek was a Life Member 
of Pendle Hippodrome 
Theatre Company. 
He became involved with local 
Dramatic Societies in his teens but this 
was interrupted when he went into the 
Army to do his National Service. 
Derek joined St John’s AO&DS in the 
early 1950’s on the property’s team. In 
1955 he became lighting Director for 
the Society and in 1957 he achieved 
his ambition to become Stage Manager 
a position he proudly retained 
unbroken for over 20 years. 
Derek also worked in semi-professional 
Theatre and took on the position of 
Stage Manager at the Muni carrying on 
long after his retirement. He was made 
a Life Member of St John’s AO&DS 
and continued his involvement with 
both St John’s AO&DS and Colne 
Operatic Society well after their move 
to the Hippodrome where he worked 
on the early stages of the Theatre’s 
restoration. 
In the mid 1970’s he moved back to St 
John’s lighting department for several 
years then briefly back to the stage for 
three years. His final show as Stage 
Manager was at the Hippodrome in 
1992 when he was Stage Manager for 
his all time favourite show ‘My Fair 
Lady’.  He retired from ‘active service’ 
in the late 1990’s but never lost interest 
in the Theatre.  
Derek is a legend within the amateur 
theatre and it is impossible to name all 
those who have benefited from his 
advice, knowledge, expertise and 
friendship.    R.I.P. Derek.  
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   PENDLE HIPPODROME  
THEATRE COMPANY presents 

Tues 17th to Sat 21st March 
           7.30 pm start 

PENDLE HIPPODROME YOUTH THEATRE presents 

Weds 19th to Sat 22nd February 2020  7.30 pm and Sat Matinee 2.00 pm 

 Shooting  Stars ‘Decades Apart’ 
Songs from the shows for  

all lovers of musicals old and new. 

Secret Cinema 
 FREE Film Screening 
Friday 20th December 

Licenced Bar and Tea Bar 
Register at bookings-pht@outlook.com 

Pendle Hippodrome Theatre  

 

  Weds 11th to Sat 14th December 
           7.30 pm and Sat Mat 2.00 

Tickets £10 adults - £8 under 16s 

FAMILY FILM MATINEE  
Friday 3rd JANUARY 2020 

 
  

SATURDAY 1st FEBRUARY 
           8.00 pm start    
 

  Book Tickets at www.purequeen.co.uk       Adults £18 and Concessions £16 

 FRIDAY 6th AND SATURDAY 7th DECEMBER - 7.30 pm 

See our website www.phtheatre.co.uk for all booking details and book online. 
Ring the telephone booking number 01282 617315. 

Call in at Central Garage Fence or the Theatre Box Office during events. 
 

Editor: Milly Greenwood Tel: 01282 690598  e-mail millyg@btinternet.com 
Pendle Hippodrome Theatre, New Market Street, Colne, Lancs, BB8 9BJ 

Tel. 01282 863210     www.phtheatre.co.uk  and Facebook     Registered Charity No: 513275   Limited Co: 1664358 


