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Call in at Discover Pendle, Boundary Mill, Vivary Way Colne.
Ring the telephone booking number 01282 856186.
Book online at our website phtheatre.co.uk
Tickets available on the door.
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Pendle Hippodrome Theatre’s 27th Annual Arts, Crafts and Gifts Fair was
officially declared OPEN by Theatre Chairman Kevin Mason on Friday 20th
November 2015.
The opening was attended by the Mayor of Pendle Councillor Nawaz Ahmed
and his wife Azmat Ahmed and MP for Pendle Andrew Stephenson who are
pictured above with Pendle Hippodrome Theatre Chairman Kevin Mason and
his wife Gillian. Also pictured are three of our Board members, Paul
Thompson and Andrew and Keith Walton. Members of the Board of Directors,
Committee Members, Stall Holders and Friends of the Hippodrome were also
amongst the invited guests at the preview evening.
Following the Official Opening guests were able to browse and buy before the
doors were opened the following day to the 1000s of people who yearly attend
the Annual Arts Crafts and Gifts Fair at Pendle Hippodrome Theatre.
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DAVID’S SONG
HELP! I need somebody
HELP! Not just anybody

TREASURE HUNT
AROUND THE
THEATRES OF COLNE

HELP! You know I need
somebody. HELP!
When I was younger
so much younger than today
I never needed anybody's
help in any way
But now these days are gone
I'm not so self assured
Now I find I've changed my mind
and opened up the doors
Help me if you can, I'm feeling down
And I would appreciate you being 'round
Help me get my feet back on the ground
Won't you PLEASE, PLEASE HELP ME
This is the song our Stage Manager
David Miller sings every time he comes
to the Theatre. David has been hoping
for several years now that some kind
person, male or female, will come along
and help lighten his load and become our
resident ‘Assistant Stage Manager’.
David is officially Stage Manager for all
Theatre events. This does not include
the shows our Theatre groups put on ie.
‘Grease’ or ‘The Wizard of Oz’ but
Theatre events including School
Concerts and any organisation that hires
the Theatre.
He desperately needs
someone to HELP him.
Please don’t let his song go unheard.
(Our ears will only stand so much
punishment). If you are interested, or
know of someone who may be, then give
David a call on 07940937929.
“Won't you please, PLEASE HELP ME”

Tell Us A Story

The Board of Directors
of the Hippodrome Theatre would
like to wish you all
a very Merry Christmas and
a very Happy New Year.

The Intrepid Treasure Hunters
Colne is a very lucky town, it has not
one but THREE working theatres.
The Little Theatre in River Street, The
Muni in Albert Road and of course our
very own Hippodrome Theatre in New
Market Street.
One Sunday afternoon, after their
energetic and fun filled rehearsal for
their February production of ‘The
Wizard of Oz’, members of Pendle
Hippodrome Youth Theatre and some
of their families set off on a Treasure
hunt walking between all three
Theatres and then back to base at
Colne Ambulance Hall. On the way
they gathered clues not only about
the Theatres but other memorable
and historical sites in the town.
After returning to base they all
enjoyed a delicious hotdog lunch. The
quiz was won by Mollie Feathers’
family.
Congratulations to them
A big THANK YOU to Youth Theatre
Committee Youth Representative
Ella Thompson who
organised and set the quiz.

WARDROBE WILL BE CLOSED
ON MONDAY 21ST AND MONDAY 28TH DECEMBER
so that the ladies can have a well deserved Christmas break.
Call in well in advance to get any costumes you need for over Christmas .

Thanks to everyone who works so hard
to keep our Theatre looking and
working so well, to everyone who helps
with upkeep and maintenance, to all
the people who come to help man the
Theatre for shows and everyone who
helps with fund raising in any way.
Thanks also to all Society committees
and to members who strive
to put on such excellent shows
for the public to come and see.
Thank you.
A very Merry Christmas and
Happy New Year to you all

SITUATIONS VACANT
The Craft Fair Committee are looking to
recruit two new members. Interested
parties must be willing to attend four
meeting per year and give up two
weeks of time in November for setting
up, running and checking out. Ideally
computer literate and fit enough to
pound the floor for hours during Craft
Fair week. Open to all our working or
retired Members and Friends.
Rates of pay are in line with all Theatre
staff and double time for nights and
weekends. Perks are unlimited brews
and biscuits. Same sort of stress levels
as doing a show as the Fair must go on,
whatever happens, or the Theatre will be
desperately short of funds.
Apply in person, in writing, by phone or
email to Pam Lomax.
pam.lomax@btinternet.com
01282 865337 or 07969 066 396,
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Two of our ladies have been awarded
prizes by Colne and District Writers
Circle.
Olwyn Lund, who is a Friend of the
Hippodrome, won 3 First prizes, 1
Second and 3 Third prizes with her
writing. Gillian Herbert who is a Life
Member of Pendle Hippodrome
Theatre Company and a Friend of the
Hippodrome won 1 first prize, 4 Second
prizes and 1 Third prize in different
categories.
Congratulations Ladies
And if you would like to try your hand at
writing the Circle is always seeking new
members. Just speak to either Olwyn
or Gillian and they will point you in the
right direction.

DOREEN WILSON
(Nee CASS)
DIED 20TH OCTOBER
AGED 87 YEARS
It is with sadness that we report the
death of Doreen Wilson.
Doreen was a member of St John’s
AO&DS. She took many leading roles
with the Society in the 1950s but is
best remembered for her outstanding
performance as Annie Oakley in St
John’s AO&DS 1952 production of
‘Annie Get Your Gun’.
Doreen gave up her life on the stage
to bring up her family. She returned
after the death of her husband and
re-joined St John’s AO&DS and later
Pendle Hippodrom e Theatre
Company. She was an avid supporter
of the Theatre was also a Friend of
the Hippodrome.
We would like to express our
sincere condolences to all
Doreen’s family and friends.
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THANK YOU

Thank you to all the people
who helped (or are still
helping) in any way to make
the Annual Arts, Crafts and
Gifts Fair a resounding
success. This is the 27th
Craft Fair and special
thanks must go to the Craft Fair
Committee who work throughout the
year to ensure that stalls are booked,
find new exhibitors and make sure
everything runs smoothly.
Thank you to the set up team who turn
our working Theatre into a major
exhibition hall. Thank you to all the men
who helped with the task of unloading
the container in the yard and then
remembered where it all goes in the
Theatre. Thanks also to all the people
who come to set up the stalls and book
the exhibitors in and out.
Thanks to all the Staff who are ‘Happy
to Help’ and serve the hundreds of
people who come to the Craft Fair each
year, to the cashiers and door staff who
do a sterling job, and to the Staffing
Secretary who organised them.
Thank you to our dedicated catering
team, they provided both customers and
helpers with some excellent home made
lunches and afternoon teas throughout
the week.
Thank you to all our stall holders,
crafters and artists, without you we
would not have a Craft Fair.
And a huge THANK YOU for your
continued support to all the people who
come to browse, refresh and buy.
The Craft Fair is our main fund raising
event of the year so thank you to
everyone and if I’ve missed you off the
list I apologise but -

Thank You
Full report in the next issue

CHRISTMAS TREAT
FOR ALL

CHRISTMAS IS HERE AND IT’S
TIME TO PARTY! PARTY!

PARTY!
Come along to the Hippodrome’s
Christmas Party where there will be
music, quizzes and games for
everyone and Father Christmas will
hopefully be able to put in an
appearance in his even more
spectacular than last year’s Grotto
The fun begins at 7.30 pm on 24th
December. All Theatre Company
members, Friends of the Hippodrome,
Youth Theatre members, friends and
family are invited, from babes in arms
to Grandmas, Granddads, even Great
Grandmas and Granddads. The more
people who come and join in the
merriment the better the party will be.
The bar will be open until 11pm after
which we will all toddle off home to bed,
happy and full of Christmas cheer having
enjoyed a splendid party with friends and
family at the Hippodrome.
Usual arrangements, Jacob’s join
supper, finger food only please, no trifles
etc as we do not have any magic elves
to wash up, and please bring a present
for Santa’s sack (maximum value £2)
equal to the number of people in your
party, both adult and children so no one
misses out (yes! everyone gets to visit
Santa, old and young alike). If you are
not sure of the ‘usual’ arrangements or
need advice on what to bring for the
Jacobs join ring Pam (865337) .

And if you can’t join us

MERRY CHRISTMAS
EVERYONE

The following young people have
announced their engagements. All three
have been members of our Youth Theatre
and Theatre Company since they were
youngsters and have frequently appeared
in the same shows together.

Edington - Cary
Dayna Edington has
become engaged to
Adam Carey. Adam
proposed whilst on a
recent
holiday
to
Turkey. Dayna is the
daughter of Jackie
and Gary Edington
both of whom are
members of Pendle Hippodrome Theatre

Jackson- Stirzaker
Simon Jackson, son of
Theatre Company members
Barry and Andrea Jackson,
has
announced
his
engagement to Lauren
Stirzaker.
Simon met
Lauren when they were
both performing with
Clitheroe Operatic Society

Sharrocks - Rennison
Bethany Sharrocks is one
of
the
Theatre
Com pany’s
regular
dancers. Following her
recent
appearance
alongside her mother
Lesley in ‘The Wedding
Singer’ Lewis Rennison
whisked Bethany off to
Barcelona for a very romantic proposal.

CONGRATULATIONS TO
ALL THREE COUPLES
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18th December 7.30 pm
The latest Classic Film to be
screened at the Theatre will be

‘It’s A Wonderful Life’
starring James Stewart, Donna
Reed and Lionel Barrymore.
After George Bailey
(James
Stewart)
wishes
he
had
never been born, an
angel
(Henry
Travers) is sent to
earth
to
make
George's wish come
true. George starts
to realize how many lives he has
changed and impacted, and how
they would be different if he had
never lived.
Released in 1946 it is one of the
most popular and heart warming
films ever made by director Frank
Capra. It’s a brilliant film for all the
family and where better to view it
than in the authentic period setting
of The Hippodrome Cinema.

Tickets £5
See page 4 for ways to book your
tickets or just
come along on the night.

11th and 12th December
at 7.30 nightly
Basics Shooting Stars present
Musical Mayhem at Pendle
Hippodrome Theatre.
An evening of song and dance
from ‘Oliver’ and ‘Little Shop of
Horrors’. TICKETS: Adults £10
Children and Concessions £8
See their website for more details.
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THE SUN WILL COME OUT TOMORROW

Booking Arrangements
for ALL Pendle
Hippodrome Shows
DISCOVER PENDLE
Boundary Mill Stores
Vivary Way Colne
Just call in to book your seats
Or ring 01282 856186
Open daily 10 am to 8 pm
Sundays 11 am to 5 pm
Booking Fee Applicable

Theatre plan available

ONLINE
LOG IN TO www.phtheatre.co.uk

Follow the Online
Booking Instructions
Theatre plan available
Online Booking Fee Applicable

AT THE THEATRE
THE THEATRE BOX OFFICE
WILL BE OPEN FOR BOOKING
WEDNESDAY, FRIDAY
and SATURDAY
10.00 am - 1.00 pm
from 6th February till 18th March

Call in and book your seats or ring
on 01282 863210 during
opening hours. NO Booking fee

NEW OUTLET
Central Garage Fence
Call in and book your tickets or ring
01282 617315 or 07455554157
NO Booking Fee

ON THE DOOR
COME ALONG TO ANY
PERFORMANCE AND BOOK AT
THE THEATRE BOX OFFICE

Join us at the
Pendle Hippodrome
Saturday 19th December
for a fabulous night
of festive entertainment
featuring

Colne Orpheus Choir
PYO Music
Pendle Children’s Choir
Together they have planned a fabulous
night of Christmas music. The festive
programme of music old and new from
the three groups will end with a finale of
carols to lift your hearts, exercise your
voices and get you in the mood for your
Christmas festivities.

All tickets £6
Doors 7.00 for 7.30 start
Come along and celebrate
Christmas in a wonderful way.
Book your seats at
Discover Pendle,
Boundary Mill Stores, Colne,
10am to 8 pm Mon-Sat
and 11 am to 5 pm Sundays
or ring them on 01282 856186
Central Garage Fence
Ring 01282 617315 or 07455554157
Booking Secretary 01282 699779
(evenings only)

Book online at www.phtheatre.co.uk
Or any time the Theatre Box Office
is open.

Katie with
the Award
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This time last year one of our young members, Katie Chadwick then
aged just 22, was diagnosed with Encephalitis, a life threatening rare
condition. She was in a medically induced coma for over five
months. Katie’s family have had a long association with the Theatre
Company and it’s predecessors. Katie’s mother Leisa is a member
of the Theatre Company Committee and her sister Emilie is both a
member of our Youth Theatre and Theatre Company.

As Katie made a miraculous recovery friends and family began
fundraising for the Encephalitis Society in the hope that in future no
other family would have to go through the trauma they had endured. The Theatre
Company played its part and hosted a spectacular Gala Evening of song and dance
at the Hippodrome ’The Sun Will Come Out Tomorrow’ which raised, together with
donations, an amazing £4,077.61.
Our own Josh Hindle held a Big Band Boogie night at the Mechanics in Burnley and
a Charity Fundraising evening was held at The Rolls Royce Social Club in
Barnoldswick. Friends took part in the Great Manchester Run and a sponsored
netball match was held in aid of the cause. Charity boxes were placed around the
Theatre and in total over £15,000 was raised for the Encephalitis Society.
In November Katie and her family and friends were invited to the Encephalitis
Society’s 21st Anniversary and Awards Night at Glaziers Hall in London. To their
amazement they were presented with ‘The Community Fundraiser of the Year
Award’ by the Society.
Congratulations to all of them and thank you to all the people who have contributed
in any way or gone along to the events to help with the fundraising efforts.
And even better news! Katie was there with them to receive the Award.

PUB PROGRESS
There’s not a lot to report on actual
progress on the pub next door.
Everyone has been very busy with
shows, staging ‘The Wedding Singer’
and helping with ‘Joseph and His
Amazing Technicolor Dream Coat’. And
now the Craft Fair has taken centre
stage and our overworked Maintenance
Staff have been very busy and had no
time to go to the Pub.
Last month we received a huge boost
when we were awarded a grant of
£5,000 from The Theatres Trust which
will be used to help fund the new roof
which is so desperately needed.
A huge THANK YOU to the
Theatres Trust for giving us
this much needed grant.

WEAR A
BADGE
WITH PRIDE
Volunteers who would
like to show how proud they are to be
one of our unpaid volunteer helpers
can now purchase a badge depicting
the Queens Voluntary Award Logo.
Contact Sheila Keogh on 01282
615787 or email her at
sheilawkeogh@gmail.com to order
yours now. Badges are just £2.50.
They will also be available at our
Annual Craft Fair on the Theatre stall.
The last order sold out quickly so
hurry! Don’t miss out, get yours now.
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What a lovely way to spend a sunny Monday
morning, wandering and taking photos around
Towneley Park, with a Scarecrow, Tinman, Lion,
Witch and of course Dorothy, just some of the cast
of the Youth Theatre’s production of

‘The Wizard of Oz’
The show will staged 17th to 20th February 2016 at
7.30 pm nightly
with a Saturday Matinee performance at 2 pm.
Thank you to the people of Burnley and Pendle for
being so interested and friendly during their day out. A Big thanks to the cast, Susan,
Helen, Vicky and to Gilly (who took this fabulous photo). Thanks to PMA productions
for the loan of the costumes and to Townley Hall for letting them take shots inside the
Hall. Tickets are on sale NOW. See page 4 for ways to book your seats.
CHAPERONES (MATRONS) PLEASE NOTE: If you are a registered Chaperone
for the Theatre and your licence needs renewing please contact Angela
Schofield on 01282 697578 as soon as possible to arrange your new license.
The Youth Theatre needs as many Chaperones as possible to share the load.

Munchkins on the Move
Those busy little Munchkins from the Youth Theatre’s
‘The Wizard of Oz’ are in for a busy run up to Christmas.
On the 28th November, at Colne’s Christmas Light Switch On,
they will be wandering the streets around the Town Centre
handing out leaflets promoting their February production of ‘The Wizard of Oz’.
Then on 12th December they are performing in the fabulous ‘Winter Wonderland’ at
Burnley College. And to top it all off, before they scurry home for Christmas, and the
Hippodrome Christmas Eve Party, they will be visiting a number of Nursing and
Residential Homes in Pendle to entertain the residents with Christmas Carols.

The Theatre Company’s Annual Grand Party Night was held at the Tempest
Arms, Elslack in October where members of the Theatre Company and their
guests enjoyed a delicious three course meal.
Following the meal, Theatre Company Chairman, Keith Walton, presented
NODA Long Service Awards totalling 245 years to Sophie Greenwood 15
years, Betty Bannister 25 years, Claire Whittam and Milly Greenwood 30
years each, Joe Whittam 35 years and Harry Nuttall a gold bar for an
amazing 60 years long service. Keith himself had an Award for 50 years
service which was brought to the attention of the assembled company by Vice
Chairman, Joe Whittam. Unfortunately Sophie Greenwood and Harry Nuttall
could not attend the dinner but their Awards will be presented to them later.
One of the highlights of the evening, apart from the excellent meal and the
company, was a game of ‘Heads and Tails’ where the diners on each table
were given a brown sealed envelope! Inside were CDs and the groups at
each table (there were 4 tables) had to choose a song from the CD to perform
for the other guests. This proved to be hilarious as songs from the Sound of
Music, Grease, Rocky Horror Picture Show and Les Miserables were (in
inverted commas) “performed”. This was followed by dancing to Shortie’s
Disco before the coach arrived to transport everyone home..
Everyone had
a very
enjoyable
evening.

‘HAPPY MUNCHKINING GUYS’

‘SOUTH PACIFIC’ and ‘THE PAJAMA GAME’
Pendle Hippodrome Theatre Company will be presenting the glorious ‘South
Pacific’ from 20th to 24th September 2016. Howard Raw will Direct the
show and rehearsals will begin following ‘Grease’. Details of the
introductory evening will be in the February Edition of Footlight Forum .

From 21st to 25th March 2017 the brilliant ‘The Pajama Game’ will take to the
Hippodrome stage. Stephen Burrows will Direct with Lisa Manley
as Musical Director.
Both are excellent chorus shows with some wonderful music and
dance and plenty of leading roles for all the Company.

Joe, Claire, Betty, Milly and Keith with their NODA Awards

Many thanks
to Fiona
Thompson
for
organising
the
Annual Party
and we are
already
looking
forward to
next year.
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Youth Theatre News

The BIG NEWS at Pendle Hippodrome Youth Theatre
is that they are to stage the brand new musical
‘ELF The Musical’ JR. in January 2017
and ‘ANNIE’ The Musical in February 2018.
‘ELF’ is the hilarious tale of Buddy, a young orphan child who mistakenly crawls into
Santa's sack and is transported back to the North Pole. Unaware that he is actually
human, Buddy's enormous size and poor toy-making abilities cause him to face the
truth. Buddy embarks on a journey to find his birth father, discover his true identity
and help New York remember the true meaning of Christmas.
‘ANNIE’ is set in 1930s New York during The Great Depression, brave young Annie
is forced to live a life of misery and torment at Miss Hannigan’s orphanage.
Determined to find her real parents, her luck changes when she is chosen to spend
Christmas at the residence of famous billionaire, Oliver Warbucks.
Rehearsals for ‘ELF’ will begin in 2016 following the Youth Theatre’s current
production of ‘The Wizard of Oz’.
If you would like to be considered as Director, Musical Director or Choreographer
for EITHER of these fabulous musicals please apply to gill.mason@live.co.uk
stating why you would like to be a member of the Production Team. Applications
must be received by 8th December for ‘ELF’ and 30th April 2016 for Annie.
And now for something completely different! The Youth Theatre are to hold a
Karaoke night in the Theatre Bar on 15th January starting at 7.30pm.
Everybody is welcome, not just Youth Theatre
members and their families.
AND the good news is you don’t have to sing on your own,
unless you want to of course. If you can’t find anyone to
sing with you there will be people on hand to sing along. In fact some of the best
young singers that the Theatre has to offer will be there to join you at the
microphone.
Tickets are £4 which includes supper.
Ring Angela Schofield on 697578 to order your ticket

The Pendle Hippodrome Youth Theatre
Committee would like to wish all their
members a Very Merry Christmas and a
Happy and Prosperous New Year

Theatre Company News
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15th - 19th March 2016
At 7.30pm nightly with a Saturday Matinee Performance at 2 pm
Billed as The No. 1 greatest musical of all time GREASE will come to the Pendle
Hippodrome Stage in March next year. It's time to dust off your leather jackets, pull
on your bobby-socks and take a trip to a simpler time as 'bad boy' Danny, and 'the
girl next door' Sandy fall in love all over again.
The show is now cast and rehearsals have begun. The fabulous energetic dance
routines are in full swing as the Pink Ladies and the Burger Palace Boys get ready
to bring this electrifying musical to life.
It's the original High-School musical, featuring all the unforgettable songs from the
hit movie including ‘You're The One That I Want’, ‘Grease Is The Word’, ‘Summer
Nights’, ‘Hopelessly Devoted To You’, ‘Sandy’, ‘Greased Lightnin' ‘and many more.
So throw your mittens around your kittens and hand-jive the night away with the
show that'll make you want to stand up and shout, 'A-wop-bop-a-loo-bop A-wopbam-boom!'
The show is produced by Award winning team Howard Raw, Director, Lisa Manley
Musical Director and is being Choreographed by Helen Chung.

Tickets are on sale NOW
£14 Adults, £12 Concessions and £10 under 19s.
See page 4 for ways to book your seats

The Pendle Hippodrome Theatre Company
Committee would like to wish all their
members a Very Merry Christmas and a
Happy and Prosperous New Year

Join us for fun and games, music and dancing for everyone - tots to teens, parents and friends. The fun begins at 7.30 pm.
All Theatre Company and Youth Theatre members, Friends of the Hippodrome, friends and family are invited to attend the Hippodrom
Hippodrome Theatre’s
th
Annual Christmas Eve Party which is being held in the Theatre Bar on 24 December. For full details see page 11.

