Pendle Hippodrome Theatre

What’s On www.phtheatre.co.uk
Celebrating 100 Years

December 2014

All shows start at 7.30 pm
Saturday Matinee 2.00 pm

Tuesday 9th to Saturday 13th December
15

Saturday 20th December at 7.30 pm - with PYO Music
Colne Orpheus Male Voice Choir, and Pendle Children’s Choir

Tuesday 18th to Saturday 21st February - 7.30 pm

Saturdays and Sundays 28th Feb & 1st, 7th & 8th March
Commences 9.00 am each day. Entrance entitles you to a full day
of dance competition with dance schools from across the North of England

Tues17th to Sat 21st March at 7.30 pm
Saturday Matinee 2.00 pm.

TICKET BOOKING:
at DISCOVER PENDLE Boundary Mill Stores Vivary Way Colne
Open daily 10.00 am - 8.00 pm Sundays 11.00 am to 5.00 pm
RING 01282 856186
ONLINE at www.phtheatre.co.uk
Editor; Milly Greenwood Tel: 01282 690598 e-mail millyg@btinternet.com
Pendle Hippodrome Theatre, New Market Street, Colne, Lancs, BB8 9BJ
Tel. 01282 863210

www.phtheatre.co.uk

Registered Charity No: 513275 Limited Co: 1664358

The Pendle Hippodrome Theatre’s annual charity fund raising evening the
Leader/Times Stage Awards, which we host in June each year, raised
£1000 for local charities and the Hippodrome Theatre Board added a further
£500 which enabled two cheques totalling £1500 to be presented to our
chosen charities this year.
Theatre Chairman Kevin Mason presented the two donations to Christine
Bradley for Friends of Colne Library and Fiona Thompson for Nelson Dance
Festival at the Craft Fair preview evening on Friday evening of 21st
November. The event was attended by Andrew Stephenson MP, the Mayor
of Pendle Councillor Graham Roach and other invited guests, stall holders,
Pendle Theatre Company and Youth Theatre Committee members, Friends
of the Hippodrome and the Directors of Pendle Hippodrome Theatre.
The recipients thanked the Theatre for their generous donation and briefly
explained the valued role their organisations play in the local community.
There will be a full report on our 26th Annual Arts Crafts and Gifts Fair
in the next issue of Footlight Forum

Phantastic
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What’s Next?

‘Phantom of the Opera’
17th to 21st February 2015

The Board of Directors
of the Hippodrome Theatre would
like to wish you all
a very Merry Christmas and
a very Happy New Year.
Thanks to everyone who works so hard
to keep our theatre looking and
working so well, to everyone who helps
with upkeep and maintenance, to all
the people who come to help man the
theatre for shows and everyone who
helps with fund raising in any way.
Thanks also to all the Committees
and to members who strive
to put on such excellent shows
for the public to come and see.
Thank you.
A very Merry Christmas and
Happy New Year to you all

More Classic Films
at the Hippodrome
The recent themed Classic Heritage
Film Nights staged at the Theatre have
been very popular with the audiences.
So popular that another series has
been planned for 2015 with two
showings being held in the Spring and
a further two in the Autumn.
Included in the new season will be the
classic ‘Some Like it Hot’ starring
Marilyn Monroe, Tony Curtis and Jack
Lemmon.
What better way could you find than to
spend a Saturday evening with friends
in the authentic period atmosphere of
the Hippodrome ‘Cinema’ watching a
good film on the big screen.
More details to follow

Tickets are already on
sale, and are booking
quickly, for our very own
Youth
Theatre’s
production of ‘Phantom
of The Opera, Youth
Group Edition’
There will now be an extra performance
on Tuesday evening the 17th February
but NO Saturday matinee.
‘Phantom of the Opera’ is one of the
world’s best loved musicals. It contains
some of Andrew Lloyd Webber’s most
haunting, memorable and romantic
music featuring ‘All I Ask of You’, ‘The
Music of the Night’, ‘Wishing You Were
Somehow Here Again’, ‘Masquerade’
and ‘Phantom of the Opera’
It tells the story of a masked figure who
lurks beneath the catacombs of the Paris
Opera House, exercising a reign of terror
over all who inhabit it. He falls in love
with an innocent young soprano,
Christine, and devotes himself to
creating a new star by nurturing her
extraordinary talent employing all of the
devious methods at his command.
The Phantom will be played by Ronan
Pilkington. In the role of Christine will be
Jade Brett, Lewis Bolton will play Raoul.
Jessica Balderstone plays Carlotta with
Ben Fontaine as Piangi, Laura Schofield
is Madame Giry and George Berry and
Marcus Geldard are Firmin and Andre.
The show is Directed by Howard Raw
with Lisa Manley as Musical Director and
the Ballet sequences are choreographed
by Helen Cheung.
Early booking is advised,
you don’t want to miss this one!
See page 3 for ways to
book your seats

As Christmas fast approaches our minds
are turning to parties, Santa and
Grottoes and the Annual Hippodrome
Christmas Eve Party.
When you have wrapped all the presents
and peeled all those sprouts then come
along to the Hippodrome Christmas
Party for a great night out. There will be
quizzes and games for all the family and
Father Christmas will hopefully be able
to put in an appearance in his even more
spectacular than last year’s Grotto.
The bar will be open until 11pm after
which we will all toddle off home to bed,
happy and full of Christmas cheer. And
if we are all tucked up and fast asleep by
midnight maybe Father Christmas will
pop down our chimneys to leave even
more Christmas presents for us all.
The fun begins at 7.30 pm on 24th
December. All Theatre Company
members, Friends of the Hippodrome,
Youth Theatre members, friends and
family are invited.
Usual arrangements, Jacob’s Join
supper, finger food only please, no trifles
etc as we do not have any magic elves
to wash up, and please bring a present
for Santa’s sack (maximum value £2)
equal to the number of people in your
party, both adult and children so no one
misses out. If you are not sure of the
‘usual’ arrangements or need advice on
what to bring for the Jacobs Join ring
Marilyn on 01282 605538.

And if you can’t join us

MERRY CHRISTMAS
EVERYONE
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Time rolls
by
so
quickly.
Already the
Theatre
Company
is preparing to gear up for the hilarious
comedy musical ‘The Wedding Singer’
which will take to the stage in
September 2015. This Broadway hit
with its upbeat music and quirky
characters is an entertaining fast
paced comedy which is perfect for the
whole family to enjoy.
‘Robbie Hart is New Jersey's number
one wedding singer and the life of
every party until his own fiancée
strands him at the altar. Bitter and
broken, Robbie begins to make every
wedding as disastrous as his own until
a warm-hearted waitress named Julia
intervenes. Only trouble is, Julia is
about to be - you guessed it - married!
Can Robbie pull off the performance of
the decade and win the girl of his
dreams?’ Come along and join our
cast. Rehearsals start in April 2015.

Ernest Heavyside
31st October 2014 Aged 84 years
It is with sadness we report the
death of Ernest John Heavyside.
Ernest was a member of St John’s
AODS and The Freelance Society.
Dancing and singing were his
passion and although he usually
appeared on stage as a chorus
member he stepped into the limelight
to play the dancing role of ‘Frank’ in
a 1975 production of ‘Showboat’ with
the Freelance Society.
We would like to express
our sincere condolences
to his family and friends.
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THANK YOU

Thank you to all the people
who helped (or are still helping)
in any way to make the Annual
Arts, Crafts and Gifts Fair a resounding
success. This was the 26th Craft Fair
and special thanks must go to the Craft
Fair Committee who work throughout
the year to ensure that stalls are
booked, find new exhibitors and make
sure everything runs smoothly.
Thank you to the set up team who turn
our working Theatre into a major
exhibition hall. Thank you to all the men
who helped with the task of unloading
the container in the yard and then
remembered where it all goes in the
Theatre. Thanks also to all the people
who come to set up the stalls and book
the exhibitors in and out.
Thanks all the Stewards who are
‘Happy to Help’ and serve the hundreds
of people who come to the Craft Fair
each year, to the cashiers and door staff
who do a sterling job, and to the
Stewards Secretary who organised
them.
Thank you to our dedicated catering
team, they provided both customers and
helpers with some excellent home made
lunches and afternoon teas throughout
the week.
Thank you to all our stall holders,
crafters and artists, without you we
would not have a Craft Fair.
And a huge THANK YOU for your
continued support to all the people who
come to browse, refresh and buy.
The Craft Fair is our main fund raising
event of the year so thank you to
everyone and if I’ve missed you off the
list I apologise but -

Thank You
Full report in the next issue

Centenary Open Day
at The Hippodrome

Phantom of the Opera
DISCOVER PENDLE
Boundary Mill Stores
Vivary Way Colne
Just call in to book your seats
Or ring 01282 856186
Open daily 10 am to 8 pm
Sundays 11 am to 5 pm
Booking Fee Applicable

Visitors are shown
round the Theatre
100 years after the Hippodrome first
opened its door to the public in 1914,
visitors once again were invited to look
round our grand old Theatre in 2014.
There was no shortage of takers and
there was a constant flow of visitors as
the Theatre hosted a special
Centenary Open Day on Sunday 28th
September.
There were various demonstrations for
the public to enjoy as they wandered
round the labyrinth of corridors that
form our backstage area. They were
able to experience how the lights were
operated, how our technicians are able
to the bathe the stage in all the colours
of the rainbow at the flick of a switch.
How the scenery is moved and cloths
flown and generally how things work.
People were fascinated by our
extensive wardrobe department and
wig displays. The atmosphere was
enhanced by the playing of our grand
piano on stage and some of our
visitors even joined in a sing song.
Our catering staff were on hand to
refresh our visitors with tea and cakes.
Thanks to everyone who made this
such an enjoyable day.
To our visitors, we hope you
enjoyed your time at the Theatre
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Booking Arrangements for

Theatre plan available

ONLINE
LOG IN TO www.phtheatre.co.uk
Follow the Online Booking Instructions

Theatre plan available
Online Booking Fee Applicable

AT THE THEATRE
During the Craft Fair and whenever the
Theatre Box Office is open
Ticket Prices are:Tuesday and Wednesday
Adult £12 children £10
Thursday, Friday and Saturday
all tickets £14

2016
There is never a dull moment
at Pendle Hippodrome Youth
Theatre for as soon as the
youngsters have finished their
phantastic production of
‘Phantom of the Opera’ in February 2015
their thoughts will turn to their 2016 show

‘Me and My Girl’.
This singing, dancing, laughter filled show
is just what the Youth Theatre excel at
and ‘Me and My Girl’ will be no exception.
It will be staged from 17th to 20th
February 2016. Full details of rehearsal
dates etc will be in future editions of
Footlight Forum. It will be great.

Join us at the
Pendle Hippodrome
on Saturday 20th December
for a fabulous night
of festive entertainment
featuring

Colne Orpheus
Male Voice Choir

PYO Music
Pendle Children’s Choir
Together they have planned a
fabulous night of Christmas music.
The festive programme of music old
and new from the three groups will
end with a combined finale of carols
to lift your hearts,
exercise your voices
and get you in the mood for your
Christmas festivities.

All tickets £6
Doors 7.00 for 7.30 start
Book your seats at
Discover Pendle,
Boundary Mill Stores, Colne,
10am to 8 pm Mon-Sat
and 11 am to 5 pm Sundays
or ring them on 01282 856186
Booking Secretary 01282 699779
(evenings only)

Book online at www.phtheatre.co.uk
Book any time during the Craft Fair
or any time the Theatre Box Office
is open.

Come along and celebrate
Christmas in a truly wonderful
way at the Hippodrome.
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Tuesday 17th to Saturday 21st
March at 7.30 pm nightly
with Saturday Matinee 2 pm.

Booking Arrangements
for ALL
Pendle Hippodrome
Shows
(Except ‘Phantom of the
Opera’ See page 3)

DISCOVER PENDLE
Boundary Mill Stores
Vivary Way Colne

Following the tremendous success of
P e n d l e H i p p o dr om e T h e at r e
Company’s ‘Jesus Christ Superstar’
the Company is already in rehearsal
for their next production, the brilliant
musical comedy ‘Sweet Charity’.
In the title role of ‘Charity’ will be
Jessica Balderstone, who you may
recall sang so beautifully and
poignantly as Mary Magdalene in
‘Superstar’. This time she takes on a
completely different character as the
quirky Charity Hope Valentine, a girl
who just wants to be loved. Charity’s
problems aren’t unique - a dead end
job, a string of dates with identically
flawed men and a knack for making
all the wrong choices. But she
knows, in her heart of hearts, that as
the song says ‘There's Gotta Be
Something Better Than This’.

Follow the Online Booking Instructions

The talented Josh Hindle, who
moved into the Directors chair for the
Youth Theatre’s ’High School
Musical’, will play her ‘would be
suitor’ Oscar.

ON THE DOOR

This splendid singing dancing
musical will be brought to the
Hippodrome stage by the Company
in March 2015. It is directed by
Richard Sanderson with Lisa Manley
as Musical Director and Helen
Cheung will choreograph all those
wonderful dance routines.
Further details in the next edition
booking details on page 4

Just call in to book your seats
Or ring 01282 856186
Open daily 10 am to 8 pm
Sundays 11 am to 5 pm
Booking Fee Applicable

Theatre plan available

ONLINE
LOG IN TO www.phtheatre.co.uk
Theatre plan available
Online Booking Fee Applicable

AT THE THEATRE
THE THEATRE BOX OFFICE
WILL BE OPEN FOR BOOKING
WEDNESDAY, FRIDAY
and SATURDAY
10.00 am - 1.00 pm
from 28th February
Call in and book your seats or ring on
01282 863210 during opening hours.
COME ALONG TO ANY
PERFORMANCE AND BOOK AT
THE THEATRE BOX OFFICE
BOOKING SECRETARY

‘Sweet Charity’
Booking Secretary 01282 612402
Evenings and Weekends only.
Call for block booking information

NEGOTIATIONS
After 2 years of negotiations the
future of our rehearsal rooms at
Colne Ambulance Hall has been
secured. Colne Ambulance Hall will
now be governed by a new Trust
which has been set up by the main
users, Pendle Hippodrome Youth
Theatre, Pendle Hippodrome Theatre
Company, the Helen Green Academy
of Dance and Colne 1st Aid.
The Trust is drawing up exciting new
plans for the Hall and it’s extended
use and will offer facilities to both the
existing users and new users which
will generate income and ensure the
future of the building for many years
to come.
If you are interested in hiring the
building the new Secretary of the
Trust is Bev Hemmingway our Youth
Theatre Chairman and you can
contact her at Colne Ambulance Hall
Trust, Midgley Street, Colne BB8 0HZ
or email her at colneaht.gmail.com.
You may wonder why we need
rehearsal rooms when we have our
own Theatre. The Theatre generates
it’s main income as a hire venue and
is not available for use on a weekly
basis by our own Theatre Company
and Youth Theatre. For example, any
rehearsals in November would be
impossible because of the Annual
Craft Fair which takes up the whole of
the month. In December there are
several school Christmas Concerts
and BASIC’s ‘Anything Goes’. The
Theatre is used continually
throughout the year and an outside
venue for rehearsals is essential.
We would like to offer a huge Thank
You to the people involved in the
painstaking negations and wish the
new Trustee’s of Colne Ambulance
Hall every success in the future.

SHOULD WE?
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You may have read on page 7 that the Theatre
Company Committee have been choosing
shows for 2016. As we still have the Zimmers
from ‘The Producers’ a new show ‘The
Geriatric Sound of Music’ was considered.
My Favourite Things
Zimmer frames and hearing aids, waistbands
of ‘lastic
New knees and shoulders and hips made of
plastic
Bathrobes and heat pads, the hot meals they
bring
These are a few of my favourite things
Flu jabs and Steradent and false teeth in
glasses
Cataracts and hand rails, don’t forget plastic
gnashes
Pacemakers, bungalows, the odd torn
hamstring
These are a few of my favourite things
Chorus
When the pipes leak. When the bones creak
When the knees go mad!
I simply remember my favourite things and
then I don’t feel so bad
Hot tea and crumpets and corn pads for
bunions
No spicy hot food or food cooked with onions
Pacemakers, golf carts, broken arms hung in
slings
These are a few of my favourite things
Back pains, confused brains, savings a’
dwindlin’
Thin bones and fractures and hair that is
thinnin’
Counting my blessings for all life’s good things
These are a few of my favourite things
Chorus
When the joints ache, when the hip breaks
When the eyes grow dim
I simply remember the great life I’ve had
And then I don’t feel so sad
Thankfully it was rejected as the thought of all
those Nuns with Zimmers was just too scary!

Editors Note; This show was not really
considered it is just your Editor being
rather silly. The Committee have not
gone quite that senile Yet!
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They are at it again
for Christmas

Golden Occasion

Those
ever
busy
youngsters of our Youth
Theatre are to tour several
local Care Homes to spread Christmas
cheer with their beautiful voices.
They will sing Carols to the residents
and bring a little Christmas sparkle, not
only to the old folks but to their own
lives as well, as they celebrate the
festive season.
They will be doing another bag pack to
raise funds for their production of
‘Phantom of the Opera’ and somehow
will have to fit all those Christmas
parties, school concerts and Christmas
shopping into their busy lives before
the ‘man in red’ slides down their
chimneys on 25th.
Well Done Guys.
Have a great Christmas, and here’s to
another successful year at Pendle
Hippodrome Youth Theatre.

2014

Theatre couple Margaret and Michael
Roberts celebrated their Golden
Wedding Anniversary in style with the
trip of a lifetime to Mexico.
Margaret is one of our esteemed
Wardrobe ladies and a member of the
Craft Fair Committee and both Margaret
and Michael are regular stewards at
both the Theatre and the Craft Fair .
The y ar e als o Fr iends of the
Hippodrome.
Congratulations to you both on
your milestone Anniversary.
May you enjoy many more
happy years together.

WARDROBE WILL BE CLOSED
for two Mondays over Christmas.
It will be ‘All Aboard’ when the SS
American heads out to sea as BASICS
Junior Theatre School present their
production of ‘Anything Goes’ from
9th to 13th December at 7.30 nightly
with a Saturday Matinee at 2 pm at the
Pendle Hippodrome Theatre.
Peppering this timeless classic are
some of musical theatre’s most
memorable standards, including “I Get A
Kick Out Of You,” “You’re the Top,” and
of course, “Anything Goes.” It will be
“So DELIGHTFUL, So DELICIOUS, So
DE-LOVELY!”
See page 4 or our website
www.phtheatre.co.uk for booking details.
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There will be no costume hire on
Monday 22nd and 29th December.
We will reopen on Monday 5th January
at 7.00 pm as usual.
If you do want costumes for just before
Christmas you can call in a week or two
before you need them as it will be very
busy every Monday from now until
we close at 9.00 pm on Monday 15th.
The ideal time to call on any Monday is
around 7.45 pm to 8.00 pm as it starts
to quieten off by then, but do come and
get your festive costumes sorted soon
as we won’t be going in after the 15th
December. No late panic calls please.

The Theatre Company’s Annual Grand Party Night was
held at the Calf's Head at Worston in November where
members of the Theatre Company and their guests
enjoyed a delicious three course carvery meal.
Following the meal Theatre Company Chairman Keith
Walton presented NODA Long Service Awards to
husband and wife Paul and Fiona Thompson who both
received the 30 year Long Service Award. Paul is a
member of the Theatre’s Board of Directors and our
Theatre Bar Secretary and Fiona is a member of the
Paul and Fiona
Theatre Company Committee and is about to Direct the
Thompson
Note; the Martini is the Theatre Company’s 2015 production of ‘The Vicar of
raffle prize they won, Dibley’.
Congratulations to Paul and Fiona on their
not for Long Service!!!
30 year NODA Long Service Awards
The highlight of the evening, apart from the excellent
meal and the good company, was a series of hilarious
games organised by Theatre Company Secretary
Angela Boult, centring round 100 coloured balls! First
there was the 100 Ball Drop based on the game One
Million Pound Drop where two teams had to answer
questions and use balls instead of money. The
winners were Geoff Horn, Marina Butterworth and
Gary Edington. Then the 100 coloured balls were
mixed together and five contestants had to separate
them into their colours. Jackie Edington won in a time
Jackie wins
of 34 seconds. There was also a free raffle. This was ‘Sorting the Balls’
followed by a game of Play Your Cards right which Note; Just as in ‘Allo
was won by Steve Grist.
Allo’ she needed a
After the hilarity of the little boost to get on
games members and top of the task.
friends danced the rest
of the night away before the coach arrived to
transport members home. Everyone agreed
they had had a thoroughly enjoyable evening.

The revellers dance
the night away.

Many thanks to Angela Boult for organising
the Annual Party and the games.
We are already looking forward
to next year.
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Youth Theatre News

BEETLE DRIVE
Friday 16th January 2015
If you are looking for a fun filled night when all the Christmas
cheer has subsided then look no further than the Youth
Theatres’ Beetle (or whatever they decide to draw this year)
Drive which will be held in the Theatre Bar on Friday 16th January
at 7.00 for a 7.30 pm start - get ready to shake!.
If you don't know how to play, don’t worry you will soon get the
hang of this simple but fast moving game, or get in touch with
Auntie Jen for a quick lesson.
The evening will be rounded off with a delicious supper.
Tickets are just £4 per person which includes supper.
Everybody is welcome, Friends, family etc so do come along and enjoy the fun.
To order your ticket see Auntie Jen or ring her on 01282 616376,
or ask any Youth Theatre Committee member.

They Did it at ASDA
Members of our Youth Theatre took themselves off to ASDA
in Colne recently to do a bag pack to help raise funds for their
production of ‘High School Musical’
Their efforts did not go in vain as the willing helpers raised an amazing £662.56
with their wonderful bag packing skills. They not only helped the shoppers with the
arduous task of packing their bags but promoted the Youth Theatre and the Theatre
to the shoppers of Colne.
A big THANK YOU to ASDA for allowing the youngsters the opportunity to raise
some much needed cash to help finance their production.
And a big THANK YOU to all the shoppers who donated
so generously to our youngsters.

The Pendle Hippodrome Youth Theatre
Committee would like to wish all their members
a Very Merry Christmas and
a Happy and Prosperous New Year

Theatre Company News
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‘THE VICAR OF DIBLEY’
June 2nd to 6th 2015
Rehearsals will begin for ‘The Vicar of Dibley’ after
‘Sweet Charity’ has finished in March. However the
play has to be cast first.
The play, based on original scripts by Richard Curtis and Paul Mayhew-Archer has
been specially adapted for the stage by Joyce Branagh. All the favourite characters
from the popular BBC series, Alice, Hugo, Owen, Frank, Jim, David, and of course
Geraldine, will be on stage, plus a few surprises.
An ‘Introduction to The Vicar of Dibley’ evening will be held in the Theatre Bar on
Tuesday 13th January at 7.30 where you can meet the Director, Fiona Thompson,
who will give a brief outline of the play and the characters required.
The following Tuesday, 20th January, there will be a casting read through, again in
the Theatre Bar and anyone interested in taking part is cordially invited to come
along and read in.
It is a brilliantly funny play but I won’t disclose which episodes are featured
as this would spoil the fun you will have to come along and find out!

THANKS FOLKS
As you may know the Theatre Company Committee
recently asked for your ideas for any future shows you
would like the Company to present in 2016 and 2017.
At a specially convened ‘show choosing meeting’ all your
suggestions were carefully considered and several shows
were chosen. We cannot reveal which shows until we are actually in possession of
the contracts, which our Secretary is now in the process of applying for.
We hope you will approve of the Committee’s choices and that there will be
something for everyone.
We will keep you informed as soon as we are able.
Thanks for all your ideas they were very helpful.

The Pendle Hippodrome Theatre Company
Committee would like to wish all their members
a Very Merry Christmas and
a Happy and Prosperous New Year

All Theatre Company and Youth Theatre members, Friends of the Hippodrome, friends and family are invited to attend the Hippodrom
Hippodrome Theatre’s
th
Annual Christmas Eve Party which is being held in the Theatre Bar on 24 December. For full details see page 11.

Join us for fun and games, music and dancing for everyone - tots to teens, parents and friends. The fun begins at 7.30 pm.

