
 Celebrating 25 years  August 2012  

Leader Times Stage Awards Evening 
Sponsored by Howard Rigg 

 

The Pendle Hippodrome Theatre hosted the 23rd Annual Leader/Times 
Stage Awards sponsored by Howard Rigg and the evening was once again  
a huge success.  The truly glittering occasion was enjoyed by everyone who 
attended or took part in the plays, musicals and pantomimes showcased or 
previewed at the event on Saturday 30th June.   
 

The ten Leader Times Awards were presented by Roy Prenton former 
Editor of the Leader/Times Newspaper.  The other eight Awards in memory 
of people who have been closely associated with local Theatre or awarded 
by the Societies were presented by representatives of the various Awards. 
 

Full Details of all the Awards can be found on page 3 



STAR AWARDS 
 

The Leader Times Stage Awards Evening took place on the 30th June and was a 
truly glittering occasion. The magnificent array of trophies, cups and salvers, 
sponsored by Howard Rigg, were presented to the winners by Mr Roy Prenton 
while other awards were presented by Jackie Catlow who presented the Maureen 
Hopkins Memorial Trophies, Colin and Judith Wright who presented the Thomas 
Wright Trophy,  Cecilia Harrison, Pendle Hippodrome Youth Theatre President, 
who presented the PHYT Presidents Award , Liz Wellock who presented the Brian 
Wellock Award, Bev Hemingway who presented the Vincent Waterworth Award on 
behalf of his wife Janet and all the family. 
 

Mr Prenton was editor of the Leader/Times Newspapers for many years until his 
recent departure.  He has always supported local performing arts in general and 
the Stage Awards in particular.  We would like to thank him and wish him a happy 
and successful future.  
 

Also in attendance were his Worship the Mayor of Pendle, Councillor Asjad 
Mahmood, Peter Dewhurst, News Editor of the Leader/Times, Martin Cleaver 
Chairman of Pendle Tourism Forum, representatives of the individual awards, 
members of the performing groups and their guests and friends. 
 

Compere for the evening was Beverly McKiernan of Colne Dramatic Society. This 
was the first time Beverly had introduced the Awards and she did an excellent job.  
 

Excerpts from Productions that had taken place in the Pendle area over the past 12 
months were reprised for the occasion. Pendle Hippodrome Youth Theatre 
presented a preview from their February 2013 production ‘Footloose’ which was 
amazing and we look forward to seeing a spectacular show from our Youth Theatre. 
 

The Award for ‘Best Musical’ was awarded to Pendle Hippodrome Youth Theatre 
for their production of ‘Half a Sixpence’ Directed by Angela Boult,  Lisa Manley was 
Musical Director and Susan Chippendale Choreographed the show.   
 

The Best Drama Award and the Kenneth Hickey Trophy went to ‘Devilish Practices’ 
which was written by Richard MacSween and Directed by Lesley Playfer for Pendle 
Borderline Theatre Company and the Best Pantomime was awarded to ‘Cinderella’ 
written and directed by Joe Brown. 
 

The Cast of 
the Award 
Winning 
Pendle 

Hippodrom
e Youth 

Theatre’s  
‘Half a 

Sixpence’ 
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The special ‘Service to Local Theatre Award’ went to Vivienne Thornber.  
Vivienne has graced our local stages for many years and is a very accomplished 
actress and singer and has brilliant stage presence in whatever role she plays.  
She has appeared with all our local Operatic and Dramatic Societies in a variety of 
roles and thoroughly deserves to win this Life Time Award.  Congratulations to 
Vivienne. 

 

OTHER AWARDS 
  
►Brian Wellock Trophy for an 
Outstanding Contribution to a 
Production: 
Concert ‘Silver Spectacular’  
Pendle Hippodrome Theatre Company 
►Thomas Todhunter Comedy Award: 
Richard Sanderson (Basil) and  
Kevin Riley (Mr Hamilton)  
‘Fawlty Towers’ 
Pendle Hippodrome Theatre Company 
►Maureen Hopkins Award for best 
Supporting Actress in a Musical: 
Sophie Lord (Liesl)  
‘The Sound of Music’  
Pendle Hippodrome Theatre Company 
►Maureen Hopkins Award for 
Outstanding Service to Pendle 
Hippodrome Youth Theatre: 
Frank Lomax 
►Vincent Waterworth Award for Most 
Improved Young Performer: 
Jack Coyne 
►Ray Eden Award for Best Supporting 
Actor in a Musical: 
Matthew Whatley (Theseus)  
‘Dream On’  
Stage Door Youth Theatre 
►Thomas Wright Trophy for Rising Star 
Jessica Balderstone 
►Pendle Hippodrome Youth Theatre 
Presidents Trophy: 
Angela Schofield 
►Special Award for Services  
to Amateur Theatre in Pendle: 
Vivienne Thornber 

 

LEADER/TIMES AWARDS 
 

►Best Musical:   ‘Half a Sixpence’  
Pendle Hippodrome Youth Theatre.   
Director: Angela Boult 
Musical Director: Lisa Manley 
Choreographer: Susan Chippendale 
►Best Drama and the Kenneth Hickey 
Memorial Trophy: ‘Devilish Practices’  
Pendle Borderline Theatre Company.  
Written by Richard MacSween  
Director: Lesley Playfer 
►Best Pantomime:   ‘Cinderella’  
St John Southworth Youth Theatre 
Director: Joe Brown 
►Best Actor (Musical): 
John Preston (Aimable)  
‘The Bakers Wife’  
Pendle Hippodrome Theatre Company 
► Best Actress (Musical):  
Jessica Balderstone (Maria)  
‘The Sound of Music’  
Pendle Hippodrome Theatre Company 
► Best Actor (Drama): 
Jon Ranwell (The Comedian)  
‘My Dog’s Got No Nose’  
Colne Dramatic Society 
► Best Actress (Drama): 
Vivienne Thornber (Valentine)  
‘Love Affair’ The Garrick 
►Best Pantomime Performance: 
Josh Hindle (Prince Charming) 
‘Cinderella’ 
St John Southworth Youth Theatre 
►Best Young Actor: (jointly awarded) 
Tom Scothern (Kipps)  
‘Half a Sixpence’  
Pendle Hippodrome Youth Theatre and 
Jessica Balderstone (Maria) 
‘The Sound of Music’ 
Pendle Hippodrome Theatre Company 

Congratulations to all  
the Award winners 
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ROLL OF HONOUR 



Open Day 
 

The Theatre is 
opening its doors 
on Sunday 2nd 
September from 
10.00 am to 4.00 
pm for anyone who would like come 
and sample our hospitality and see 
what goes on in our fabulous restored 
Edwardian Theatre building. 
 

If you are a member of the Company or 
the Youth Theatre you may be so busy 
rehearsing or just being in a show that 
there is no time to saviour the 
atmosphere or explore the nooks and 
crannies that make up the Hippodrome. 
 

If you are a member of our audiences 
and like to see what goes on behind 
the scenes of a working Theatre then 
here is the perfect opportunity.  People 
say ‘I’ve been to the Theatre what can 
there possibly be to see’.  Well you will 
be surprised!! 
 

You can see how the scenery is ‘flown’ 
how the lighting and sound are 
managed, tour the dressing rooms and 
backstage areas and visit our extensive 
wardrobe and props departments.  You 
can even ‘Tread the Boards’ on stage. 
 

Browse at your leisure with one of the 
self guide sheets or a member of our 
volunteer staff will point you in all the 
right directions. There will be displays 
and demonstrations (including wigs and 
costumes) throughout the Theatre and 
people on hand to answer any 
questions. 
 

If you can’t make it yourself you could 
invite all your family, friends and 
neighbours, the event is open to 
anyone. 
 

It is entirely FREE OF CHARGE and a 
very friendly welcome is guaranteed. 
Refreshments will be available at a 
small charge and the bar will be open. 

If You Missed It 
 

If you missed the Open Day on the 2nd 
September then the Theatre is holding 
another Open Day in conjunction with 
English Heritage on Friday 7th 
September 10 am till 4 pm. 
 

English Heritage Open Days promote 
England’s fantastic architecture and 
culture by offering free access to 
properties that are usually closed to 
the public or normally charge for 
admission. 
 

Every year on four days in September, 
buildings of every age, style and 
function throw open their doors. It is a 
once-a-year chance to discover hidden 
architectural treasures and enjoy a 
range of tours, events and activities 
which bring to life local history and 
culture. Between the 6th and 9th Sept 
2012 Lancashire's hidden architectural 
treasures will open their doors to the 
public and this year will include our 
beautiful Theatre for the 2nd year 
running. 
 

Pick up a brochure from Discover 
Pendle about other sites open to the 
public and take advantage of this 
fantastic opportunity and don’t forget to 
include Pendle Hippodrome Theatre in 
your tour of beautiful buildings.  It is 
well worth the trip 

The Beautiful Hippodrome Auditorium 
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The Marriage took place of 
Elizabeth Wellock to Peter 
Rowell at St James Church 
Briercliffe on Saturday 7th July 
followed by a reception at The 
Dunkenhalgh Hotel.   
 

Liz is the daughter of Joyce and 
the late Brian Wellock.  She is a 
member of Pendle Hippodrome 
Theatre Company and serves on 
the Committee  
 

She has taken many roles with the 
Theatre Company and will be on 
stage again in ’The Full Monty’ in 
September.  
 

She was given away by Paul 
Jowett a family friend and there 
were 5 bridesmaids in attendance. 
 

The couple are to live in Burnley 
and a honeymoon is being 
planned for later in the year. 
 

Congratulations to you both 

Steve Grist and Gillian Fontaine are delighted to 
announce their engagement. 
 

Steve Directed not only the latest episodes of ‘Fawlty 
Towers’ but the three previous episodes in 2010. 
 

Gillian is a member of Pendle Hippodrome Theatre 
Company and appeared in all three recent episodes 
of ‘Fawlty Towers’ in various roles. 
 

The couple plan to marry in August.                                     Congratulations. 

Hatches and Matches 

Emily Grace Lomax 
 

Pam and Frank Lomax are delighted to announce the birth of their fourth 
Grandchild, Emily Grace Lomax, who weighed in at 8lb 1oz on 16th June. 
 

Emily is the second daughter born to their son Simon and his wife Karen and a 
very welcome sister for Charlotte.       Congratulations to all the family 
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6 Booking arrangements for ALL  
Pendle Hippodrome Shows 

 

DISCOVER PENDLE 
Boundary Mill Stores  Vivary Way  Colne 

Just call in to book your seats 
Or ring 01282 856186 

Open daily 10 am to 8 pm  -  Sundays 11 am to 5 pm 
(£1 per Booking Fee Applicable  - Theatre plan available)   

 

ONLINE 
 

 LOG IN TO www.phtheatre.co.uk AND  
FOLLOW THE ONLINE BOOKING INSTRUCTIONS. 

See the theatre plan and book your own seats.   
(Online Booking Fee Applicable).  

 

AT THE THEATRE 
 

THE THEATRE BOX OFFICE WILL BE OPEN FOR BOOKING 
WEDNESDAY, FRIDAY and SATURDAY  

10.00 am - 1.00 pm  From Saturday 25th August  
 

ON THE DOOR  
 

COME ALONG ANY TO ANY PERFORMANCE   
AND  BOOK AT THE THEATRE BOX OFFICE 

 

BOOKING SECRETARY and OUTLET 
 

Additional booking for THE FULL MONTY only 
 

RING THE BOOKING SECRETARY ON 
01282 612402 EVENINGS AND WEEKENDS ONLY 

 

Call in or ring BRAVO 12 Rainhill Road  Barnoldswick  
01282 850720 

See the latest ‘What’s On’ for everything going on at the Hippodrome 
Pick up a copy now from the Theatre Box Office or Discover Pendle 

AND watch out for our promotions and displays at  
Trawden Agricultural Show 12th August 

Barrowford Show 26th August  
and Higham Scarecrow Festival 25th to 27th August 



The expression ‘hold onto 
your hats’ will certainly be the 
‘in’ phrase when Pendle 
H i p p o d r o me  T h e a t r e 
Company stage ‘The Full 
Monty’ in September. The 
show contains a virtual 
whirlwind of fabulous music, 
laughter, tears and every 
emotion under the sun.      
And the hats? Well they really do come off! 
 

If you think the show is just about the final ‘revealing’ scene then think again. ‘The 
Full Monty’ is about the lives, loves and tribulations of the six American unemployed 
steel workers and their families as they face redundancy, loss of self esteem and 
personal crisis in their lives. Its funny and sad but most of all absolutely hilarious as 
they find the ability to have fun, renew self-esteem, the importance of friendship 
and the individual courage to face their demons in this fabulous musical.    

The six brave individuals who are prepared to bare all for their art are now busy 
rehearsing, albeit with their clothes firmly in place, at the moment!  Gary Leonard 
takes on the role of Jerry with Steve Royle as Harold, Josh Hindle as Malcolm and 
Rob Hartley as Ethan.  Two newcomers will join the Company, Mike Wignall will 
play Dave and Antoni Savage Horse.  Mike has played Dave before and Antoni has 
portrayed Horse an amazing 7 times (Unfortunately Antoni could not be at the 
photo shoot).   
 

The ladies will be played by Liz Wellock, Angela Boult, Jill Harrison,  Helen 
Atkinson, Dayna Edington,  Georgina Smith, Rosemary and Cathryn Osborne,.   
Another newcomer, Kathy Bowers, will play the part of Georgie.  

PLUS a full supporting cast. 
If you think this is not a family show then you would be right as the show does 
come with a warning for the easily offended. But, as an aside, one family has three 
generations in the cast as father and son Dennis and Steve Royle 
appear alongside grandson and nephew Josh Hindle.  
 

This show is a departure from the ‘norm’ for Pendle Hippodrome 
Theatre Company but if you want good music, a believable story  
and a hilarious night out then ’The Full Monty is a definite  

‘NOT TO BE MISSED’  
 

TICKETS ON SALE NOW  
Adults £12 Concessions £10 Under 19’s £8 

SEE PAGE 6 FOR WAYS TO BOOK YOUR SEATS 
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WARNING 
 

The show 
contains 
strong 

language  
adult humour 

and  
male 

nudity 

25th to 29th September  
at 7.30 nightly  

Saturday Matinee 2pm 
‘The Full Monty’  
 Boys 

  Rob          Josh         Steve         Mike        Gary 



8 Youth Theatre News 

 

 
 
Although summer has only just started and the holidays are in full 
swing the Youth Theatre are not letting the grass grow under their feet 
as they are already making plans for the winter. 
 

A ‘Santa Drive’ has been arranged for the 7th December and our young 
members will be off Carol Singing again around Christmas time. 

 

Two Bag Packs have been booked at Sainsbury’s in Colne, one just before 
Christmas and one prior to ‘Footloose’ which is being staged in February. As the 
members fill the bags they add a ‘What’s On’ flyer which not only promotes their 
own show but lets the good people of Colne know what is happening at the 
Hippodrome in General.  
 
 

See page  10  for more news about what the Youth Theatre  
have been up to this summer  

SANTA RETURNS 

    The Musical 
     February 2013 

‘FOOTLOOSE’ explodes onto the stage with classic 80s anthems including Holding 
Out For A Hero, Almost Paradise, Let’s Hear It For The Boy, and of course the title 
track, Footloose. 
Life in small-town Bomont is peaceful until City boy, Ren, arrives. Breaking every 
taboo, Ren brings dance back to the heart of a town held back by the memory of a 
tragedy. 
 

Auditions were held in June for this fantastic show and the depth and wealth of 
talent was astounding.  The casting committee were faced with some very hard 
decisions but have come up with a spell binding cast. 
 

The leading role of Ren will be played by Marcus Geldard with newcomer to the 
Youth Theatre, Robyn Hargreaves taking the part of Ariel. Rusty will be played by 
multi Award winning actress Jessica Balderstone and Laura Schofield will play 
Urleen.  Wendy Jo will be played by Brogan Riley with Lewis Bolton as Reverend 
Shaw. Jade Brett will play Vi. 
 

Other parts will be played by Nick Staton, Stephen Collinge, Danielle Edwards, 
Jack Parry, Madison Pearson, Ben Fontaine, Leighton Hunt, Jack Coyne, Jack 
Cordeaux, Regan Kerr, Katie Edwards, Ryan Sparks, Alex Mitchell-Males, Jamie 
Hall and Chloe Richardson. 
 

FOOTLOOSE is packed full of electrifying dance routines and music and our  
Youth Theatre will make sure you have the time of your life! 

REMEMBER dancing is not a crime; to miss ‘Footloose’ would be! 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 



Theatre Company News 9 

Treasure Hunt and BBQ 
 

     Saturday 18th August 2 pm to 2.30 pm start 
 

The Theatre Company are to hold a walking Treasure Hunt on Saturday 18th 
August starting  2pm to 2.30 pm.  The hunt will begin at Townley Park long stay car 
park Burnley (there is a £1 parking fee) where you can collect your Treasure Hunt 
Sheet and begin your search.  Course is suitable for pushchairs and wheelchairs. 
 

This will be followed by a BBQ in Barry and Andrea Jackson’s garden at 
Beechwood, Crowtrees, Roughlee. Full instructions on how to get to the Treasure 
Hunt or the BBQ are available when you book your tickets so if you don’t know how 
to get to either event just ask.  If you cannot make the Treasure Hunt you can just 
go to the BBQ, the price is the same.  Please bring a garden chair to the BBQ. 
 

Everyone is welcome including Members, Friends, Youth Theatre Members 
and everyone’s family and friends but please order your tickets. 

 

Tickets are £4 per Adult, £2 for Children   
£10 per family ticket (2 adults and 2 children 18 and under). 

 

Tickets available from Angela Boult, ring 01282 602685 or 07545 905 569  

 

 
 

 
Pendle Hippodrome Theatre Company’s Annual Grand Party Night  

is to be held on 13th October 2012 at the Calf’s Head, Worston  
for all Company Members, Friends and family.  

There will be a 3 course carvery meal followed by dancing, games  
and a Disco.   NODA long service medals will be presented.  

 

 Come along to our Company Dinner where there will be good food,  
good company and an excellent evening will be had by all.   
Tickets are just £25 which will include transport if required. 

 

Make a date in your Diary NOW. 
Full details will be in the October edition of Footlight Forum  

but tickets will be on sale from mid September. 
To book your place contact  

Angela Boult, ring 01282 602685 or 07545 905 569  
or see any Committee member       

GO TO PAGE 11 FOR MORE NEWS OF UPCOMING 
THEATRE COMPANY EVENTS 

13th October 2012 



OH HOW IT RAINED AND RAINED AND RAINED  

When over thirty members of our Youth 
Theatre and their Committee decided 
way back when, to attend a Community 
Day on 30th June, they thought that as it 
was being held in June it would be a fine, 
sunny, summers day.  But one of the 
wettest summers on record rather spoilt 
their plans. 
 

However they gritted their teeth and the brave youngsters danced and sang their 
hearts out in the carnival procession along the rainy route from Knotts Lane to 

Tatton Street and Holy Trinity Church, Colne. 
 

 

There was to have been a Jubilee ‘Street’ Party 
but it had to be moved inside as the heavens 
opened and yet more rain fell.  There were a few 
brighter interludes and they all played various ball 
games in Primet Primary School grounds.  The 
dodge ball was more ‘dodge the rain’ than the 
ball and everyone got soaking wet but they had a 
great time and thoroughly enjoyed the afternoon. 
 
 

 
 

They ate sandwiches and cake from the 
Jubilee party under the shelter of the Youth 
Theatre’s gazebo.  Keen members of the 
Committee and a few volunteers painted faces 
for people who were brave enough to venture 

out into the yard to see 
the various stalls that 
were assembled there.   
 

T he  r a t he r  we t 
youngsters then went 
into the Church Hall and 
gave a preview of ‘Footloose’ from their forthcoming show 
which was the highlight of the afternoon. 
 

At the end of the day, rather wet and bedraggled, they all 
went home for tea. 
 

But just to show how enthusiastic our Youth Theatre can be, 
after drying off, a quick tea and a change of clothes they all 
ventured out again to the Leader/Times Stage Awards 
Night, sponsored by Howard Rigg. There they performed 
their ‘Footloose’ number once again and an extract from 
their last show ‘Half a Sixpence’ to rapturous applause from 
the gathered audience at the Hippodrome, where they 
hopefully all kept dry. 
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The rather ‘wet’ Carnival procession 

Face painting ‘Rain Style’ 

Dry at last and entertaining  
in the Church Hall 

‘Footloose’  
Musical Director, 

Tim Mason, keeps 
his ‘Music Box’ dry 

with a little help 
from brother Dan.  
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‘Don’t tell ‘em Pike’ 
 

Pike may not tell them but I will!!! 
 

Following on from the recent success of 
the BBC sit coms Fawlty Towers and Hi 
de Hi Pendle Hippodrome Theatre 
Company are to continue with the TV 
theme and the play for June 2013 will 
be ‘Dad’s Army’. 
 

Aspiring Captain Mainwarings, Corporal 
Jones (don’t panic) and Private 
Godfreys can start getting their acts 
together ready for the read throughs 
which will be held around April 2013.  
 

If the ladies feel they are being left out 
with this one, there is no need to worry, 
for there are several ladies in the cast. 
Angela Boult will direct the play. 
 

Future editions of Footlight Forum will 
contain more details. 

WARDROBE IS 
CLOSED 

 

Our Wardrobe Department is 
now CLOSED for the 
summer and will re-open on 
3rd September at 7 pm. 
 

 

HOWEVER Wardrobe is open for 
returns on Mondays between 7 and 9 
pm.  If you find something that you 
have forgotten to return lurking at the 
back of your own wardrobe then the 
ladies will be happy to see you. But 
they will not be amused if you go along 
to try and borrow any costumes.  
 

The wardrobe ladies are not taking a 
rest to rust in the rain!!! They will 
certainly not be idle until September. 
Holidays  is an unknown word for 
Hippodrome volunteers! They will be 
sorting, cleaning, washing and ironing 
all the things we constantly use 
throughout the year ready for the new 
season. 

          March  2013 
 

After all this wonderful 
summer weather we 
h a v e  b e e n 
experiencing of late it 
will not be difficult to 
figure out what show 
Pendle Hippodrome 
Theatre Company are 
doing next!. 

 

If the roof was removed from the 
Theatre they probably would not need 
to install the ’rain’ machine for that all 
important and memorable dance 
routine the show contains. 
 

With charm, romance, comedy and 
tinsel town glamour ‘Singin in the Rain’ 
will make quite a splash on the 
Hippodrome stage.  Shining with 
vitality and wit this is a musical to lift 
your heart and set you singin' and 
dancin' - in any weather. 
 

It is the story of the first Hollywood 
musical, the moment when the silver 
screen found its voice and never 
looked back. With all the sparkle and 
spectacle of a golden age, it features a 
glorious score including Make 'em 
Laugh, Good Morning, Moses 
Supposes and Singin in the Rain. 
 

Rehearsals for this all singing, all 
dancing show will begin in October 
following ‘The Full Monty’.  Full details 
of the Members introductory night and 
rehearsals prior to auditions will be in 
the next issue of Footlight Forum. 
 

Sarah Wade, our choreographer, is to 
hold tap dancing lessons for anyone, 
male or female, wishing to audition for 
the show which will begin in August.  
Check the Hippodrome Facebook 
page for more details.   
 

The show is to be Directed by Richard 
Sanderson with Richard Patel as 
Musical Director and will be staged 
19th to 23rd March 2013.  



For Country 

For Queen and Country 
For Queen 

 

Its amazing the different things Pendle 
Hippodrome Theatre Members and 
Friends have been up to celebrating the 
Queen’s Diamond Jubilee. 
 

· Basil and Sybil Fawlty, alias Richard 
Sanderson and Marina Butterworth, 
were invited to a Jubilee Tea Party in 
the beautifully refurbished Shackleton 
Hall Arcade, just around the corner 
from the Hippodrome.  They enjoyed a 
cream tea, posed for photographs and 
handed out flyers for ‘Fawlty Towers’ 
which was being staged at the Theatre 
the following week. They were 
accompanied by ‘The Major’ and ‘Miss 
Tibbs’ from the show. 

 

· One of our Friends of the Hippodrome, 
Renée Blackburn, wrote a poem for 
the Jubilee and sent it off to the 
Queen.  Renée was delighted to 
receive a special card of thanks from 
the Queen. 

 

· Martin Cleaver, another Friend of the 
Hippodrome, took part in the Queen’s 
Jubilee celebrations when she visited 
Burnley.  His canal boat ‘The Martin 
Emperor’ carried the Queen’s VIP 
guests which preceded the Queen’s 
boat in the Jubilee procession on the 
canal at Weavers Triangle. Martin 
helped moor the Queen’s boat and 
even managed a quick tiptoe on the 
‘red carpet’ to get from bow to stern ! 

Basil and Sybil enjoy a Jubilee Tea 

· Sophie Greenwood, a member of 
Pendle Hippodrome Theatre Company 
for over 15 years, is now living in 
London and training to be a Girl Guide 
Leader. She was selected to represent 
the Guides as a ‘meeter and greeter’ 
at the Jubilee Thames River Pageant. 
A Champagne Reception was held at 
Imperial Wharf for the Queen’s VIP 
guests who travelled in the boats 
behind the Queen’s barge. Sophie 
found herself ‘meeting and greeting’ 
guests including the Lord Mayor of 
London, the Middletons , Boris 
Johnson and around 200 Lords, 
Ladies and guests of the Queen.    

Olivia Riley, one of our 
young stage hands 
and granddaughter of 
Y o u t h  T h e a t r e 
Secretary Julie Scott, 
was a member of the 
‘Greenies’  who 
e nt e r t a i ne d t he 
crowds gathered in 
Skipton to witness the 
historic relay of the 
Olympic Torch.   
‘ The Gree ni es ’ ,  as  t hey  a re 
affectionately known, are from the 
Helen Green Dance Academy in Colne.  
Helen is Choreographer of ‘Footloose’ 
our Youth Theatre’s next production.  
 

· Keep your eyes peeled for one of our 
young stars at the closing Ceremony 
of the Olympic Games. Jessica 
Hemingway, who is a student at the 
Urdang Academy in London, has been 
chosen as one of the dancers who will 
appear before the Queen at this  
spectacular event on 12th August.  

Keep watching your TV and read the 
news!  You never know where 

‘Hippo’ people may appear next. 

Olivia (r) and  
Brooke (l) with 
Helen Green 
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CENTENARY 
 

Our beautiful Pendle Hippodrome 
Theatre was built in 1914 and we are 
fast approaching 2014 when we will 
celebrate the Theatre’s centenary. 
 

For the occasion we hope to put 
together a history of the building and 
we would like your help.  
 

Do you remember when it was a 
Vaudeville Theatre or a Cinema or the 
’Pictures’ as it was known in those 
days?  We would like anyone who has 
any memorabilia, programmes, photos, 
film clips, tickets, posters or tales to tell 
about the Hippodrome over the last 
100 years to contact us please. 
 

Ring the Theatre on 01282 863210  
leave a message and we will get back 
to you or call in via the Stage Door any 
Monday evening 7.00 to 9.00 pm.  

SNAP  

Would you like a reminder of a 
production you have been in at the 
Hippodrome? 
 

Stuart James together with Pam and 
Frank Lomax have compiled photo 
discs of recent shows at the Theatre.  
These include ‘Half a Sixpence’, ‘The 
Sound of Music’ and ‘Fawlty Towers’. 
 

Each disc contains over 200 still 
photographs taken of each show. 
 

Discs are £2 each, per show, and can 
be ordered from Pam, Frank or Stuart. 
All proceeds go to Hippodrome funds.  
 

Note They are not DVDs. 

13   CLOSE DOWN  

Every year during the 
summer months the Theatre 
closes so all the jobs, large 

or small, that need doing can be done 
while no one is using the Theatre.  The 
Theatre is closed in August but re-opens 
on 2nd September for the Open Day 
and everything has to be done by then. 
 

This summer has been so wet you can’t 
mow your lawn or work in the garden so 
here is something for everyone to do. 
The main task this year is to refurbish 
the gents toilets. 
 

Most men will not know the fantastic job 
our maintenance team and volunteers 
made of the ‘Ladies’ when it was their 
turn a couple of years ago.  But now  the 
Gents is badly in need of an update and 
this is your opportunity to get involved. 
 

It’s all hands to the pumps for this one, 
plus the hundreds of other tasks that 
need doing in this short space of time 
that we call our ‘summer break’. 
 

You don’t have to be a member of the 
Theatre in any way, all help is greatly 
appreciated and you don’t have to be 
skilled, just a willing helper. 
 

Work sessions are Mon, Tues and Wed 
evenings 7.00  to 9.00 pm and Tues, Sat 
and Sun mornings 10.00 am to 1.00. 
The front door WILL NOT be open, 
please come to the Stage door or the 
Stables for entry, at the back of the 
Theatre.  

 

The Theatre is run entirely by volunteers 
and that includes all the maintenance 
and without everyone ‘mucking in’ there 
would be no Hippodrome Theatre.   
 

If you would like to join our team you 
don’t have to come to every session just 
turn up and offer your help when you 
can.  There will also be some cleaning 
sessions when all the work is done. If 
you require more details give Keith 
Walton a call on 01282 605538.   



      JAPAN BOUND  

Samantha Ross joined our 
Youth Theatre when she 
was just 10 years old. She 
started her acting career as 
a little dot on the back row 
and has steadily worked her 
way through the ranks. She has 
appeared in numerous shows but ‘Half a 
Sixpence’ was to be her last and what a 
way to bow out.  Talented Samantha 
played Mrs Walsingham in the 
production to great acclaim. 
 

Now after finishing her ‘A’ levels 
Samantha is taking a gap year, before 
going off to University, and she is 
heading off to the Orient on VSO. 
 

She will be working in the Red 
Cross Nagoya Daiichi hospital for  6 
months and Iizuka hospital for the 
second 6 months. Nagoya is the largest 
port in Japan and is between Kyoto and 
Tokyo. Iizuka is on the top of the 
southernmost island where she can 
expect temperatures around 27-32°C 
which she is not looking forward to. 
 

She will be a nurse assistant in both 
placements where she will be helping to 
clean, talk to patients, do admin, watch 
the doctors work etc... She will be 
provided with an apartment in the 
nursing accommodation and a small 
allowance for food.  
 

We would all like to wish Samantha  
a wonderful and fulfilling trip and 
look forward to seeing her again 

in August 2013 

200 Friends 
 

The Friends of the 
Hippodrome, our Theatre 
Patron Group, has enrolled 
it’s 200th member.   Pendle 
Counci l Leader, Joe 
Cooney, joined the Friends in March 
and in celebration will be presented 
with a bottle of Champagne to mark the 
occasion at the ‘Friends Evening’ which 
is being held on 19th October. 

Congratulations to Joe 

STEPPING DOWN 

      THE PRESENTATION PARTY 
  Dan      Bev       Frank     Neil    Julie 
After serving for many years as the 
Pendle Hippodrome Theatre Board of 
Directors’ representative on the Youth 
Theatre Committee, Frank Lomax, has 
decided to step down.   
 

At this year’s Leader/Times Stage 
Awards Night, Frank was awarded the 
Ma ur ee n Ho pk i ns  Awa r d f o r 
Outs tanding Service to  Pendle 
Hippodrome Youth Theatre. 
 

Frank was  also presented with a gift of 
Membership to the National Trust on 
behalf of the Youth Theatre by their 
Chairman Bev Hemingway. 
 

Frank’s place on PHYT 
committee will be taken by 
Board of Directors member 
David Farrer. 
MANY THANKS TO FRANK 
FOR HIS VALUED SERVICE 

Councillor  
Joe Cooney 

Christmas Concert 
 

F o l lo w i ng t he  huge ly 
successful Christmas Concert 
hosted by the Hippodrome last year 
another is being planned for this year. 
 

Make a note in your Christmas Diary 
before it gets too full, for 8th December 
and we hope to see everyone there. 
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Glenys Graham 
Died 13th April 2012  

Aged 63 years 
 

It is with sadness that we report the 
death of Glenys Graham.  Glenys 
was a past member of the Freelance 
Society working backstage in many of 
their productions. She was also an 
actress and a member of The Civic 
Players who were based at Nelson 
Civic Hall.  
Our sincere condolences go to all 

Glenys’s friends and family 
 

Four of our top young stage stars 
performed their first ‘gig’ at Bombay 
Lounge, Barrowford in June  and by all 
accounts it will definitely not be their 
last. 
 

Josh Hindle was accompanied by 
Laura Schofield, Jessica Balderstone 
and Jade Brett ‘The Ardenettes’.   

By the end of the evening everyone 
was up on the dance floor and 
someone said ‘we could not have 
w is he d fo r  a  bet te r  ni ght ’ s 
entertainment from these youngsters’ 
 

All four of them were nominated for 
Awards at the Leader Times Stage 
Awards, where Josh won Best 
Pantomime Performance and Jessica 
Best Actress in a Musical as well as 
Rising Star and Best Young Performer. 
 

Josh will be appearing as one of ’The 
Full Monty’ boys in  the Theatre 
Company’s September show. 

 ‘Craft Fair’   
Our Arts, Crafts and Gifts Fair this 
year runs from Friday 16th 
November (preview night) to Sunday  
25th November. 
 

This is your main fund raiser which 
helps to keep the Theatre running and 
we need help from as many of you as 
possible.  It does seem a long time 
away when we haven’t had summer 
yet !*!*!*! but the Craft Fair Committee 
would like you to put it in your diary 
please and offer your help. 
 

Men will be needed to help set up from 
late October and dates and times will 
be given in the next Forum. 
 

Ladies will be needed to help set up 
stalls and book exhibitors in and out. 
 

Stewards please ring Brenda Maylor 
on 01282 859059 to volunteer. 
 

Catering:  Anyone who can help by 
providing the catering committee with 
that wonderful  home cooking please 
see Betty Bannister, Dorothy 
Broughton or Marilyn Walton or ring 
Betty on 01282 868658.   
 

One of our members was heard to say 
recently, ‘I think I’ll have a stall on the 
Craft Fair this year’.  The committee 
are sorry to have to say that they 
cannot prioritise members and friends 
and just allocate them a stall.  The 
Craft Fair is full already and we have a 
waiting list. It also depends on the 
‘product’.  If you do cards, jewellery or 
knitted items there is little possibility of 
a stall as we have lots of these stalls 
already and names on the waiting list 
of people who do similar things. If you 
do something different do speak to us 
and we will consider your request.  

  

More details and dates for helping  
in the next Footlight Forum. 

For information or help please ring 
Pam on 865337 or Sheila on 615787 

    Jade   Jess  Laura 
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     Pendle Hippodrome Theatre presents their 24th Annual 
 

  Sat 17th - Sun 25th November 2012 
Mon to Frid12 noon to 7.30 pm   Weekends 11.00 am to 5.00 pm 
           Entrance & Catalogue - £1.    Free re-admission all week 
   Under 16s free with accompanying adult.    See page 15 for more details 

 

PENDLE HIPPODROME YOUTH THEATRE 
 

 Wed 20th to Sat 23rd February 2013 

 Pendle Hippodrome Theatre  
 What’s On  2012 www.phtheatre.co.uk 

         Pendle Hippodrome Theatre Company presents  

 
                                                   Tues 25th - Sat 29th September 2012 
                                               7.30 pm start    See page 6 for booking details 
                                               WARNING: This show contains adult humour  

BURNLEY DANCE FESTIVALBURNLEY DANCE FESTIVAL  

  8th & 9th - 14th, 15th & 16th September 2012 
           Two full weekends of dance competitions.  
   Commences 9.00 am each day and 5.30 pm on Friday 
       Entrance entitles you to a full day of dance competition.  
    Featuring dance schools from across the North of England.    

 

Pendle Hippodrome Theatre Pendle Hippodrome Theatre Pendle Hippodrome Theatre    
 
 

      Sun 2nd & Frid 7th September    See page 4 for detailsSun 2nd & Frid 7th September    See page 4 for detailsSun 2nd & Frid 7th September    See page 4 for details 
The doors will be open from 10 am to 4 pm.   FREE ADMISSION The doors will be open from 10 am to 4 pm.   FREE ADMISSION The doors will be open from 10 am to 4 pm.   FREE ADMISSION  


