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PENDLE HIPPODROME THEATRE
RECEIVES THE QUEEN’S AWARD
FOR VOLUNTARY SERVICE

Pendle Hippodrome Theatre volunteers are delighted that they
have been awarded The Queen’s Award For Voluntary Service.
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Representatives of the Theatre and the Mayor of Pendle Councillor Nawaz
Ahmed attended the prestigious Awards Ceremony at County Hall Preston
on Monday 13th July to receive the Award from Her Majesty The Queen’s
representative The Lord Lieutenant of Lancashire Lord Shuttleworth.
Chairman of Pendle Hippodrome Theatre Kevin Mason was presented with
the Award by Lord Shuttleworth. The Award has an equivalent status for
voluntary groups as the MBE has for individuals and the English Crystal
Award and signed certificate by Her Majesty The Queen are now proudly
displayed in the Theatre Foyer.
See page 2 for more details.
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THE QUEEN’S AWARD FOR VOLUNTARY SERVICE

The Queen’s Award for Voluntary Service is the highest award given to volunteer
groups in the United Kingdom. It is given for outstanding achievement by groups of
volunteers who regularly devote their time to helping others in the community,
improving the quality of life and opportunity for others and providing an outstanding
service. This unique national honour was created by Her Majesty The Queen to
mark her Golden Jubilee in 2002 to recognise the outstanding contributions that
groups of volunteers make to local communities. It has an equivalent status for
voluntary groups as the MBE has for individuals.
There are over 8,000 registered Voluntary organisations in Lancashire. The Pendle
Hippodrome is one of only 38 such organisations to be awarded The Queen’s
Award for Voluntary Service in over 12 years. All the people who volunteer to help
out in whatever capacity, large or small, at our Theatre can feel very proud that our
volunteers have been presented with this prestigious award, not once but twice.
Lord Shuttleworth kindly agreed to present The Queen’s Award for Voluntary
Service at the Leader Times Stage Awards Night to Chairman Kevin Mason in
order that our numerous volunteers could witness and celebrate the occasion, then
it was handed back to Lord Shuttleworth for the official presentation at County Hall.
Representatives of Pendle Hippodrome Board of Directors, Pendle Hippodrome
Theatre Company and the Pendle Hippodrome Youth Theatre attended County Hall
in Preston for the official presentation.
Pendle Hippodrome volunteers are extremely honoured to
have been nominated for the Award by Member of Parliament
for Pendle Andrew Stephenson and references were given by
Peter Dewhurst of the Leader/Times and Martin Cleaver. A
representative of the Award visited the Theatre in December
and met with the Chairman and Vice Chairman of the
Hippodrome, Kevin Mason and Keith Walton. Nominations
were assessed by a regional committee before being passed
to a national committee for final selection and
recommendation to The Queen.
An invitation was also extended for a representative of the Kevin and Gillian at
Hippodrome to attend a Buckingham Palace Garden Party in Buckingham Palace
the presence of Her Majesty The Queen. Chairman Kevin
Mason and his wife Gillian, duly went along on 28th May to represent our Theatre.
The day after the official presentation in
Preston BBC Radio Lancashire featured our
Award in a live broadcast from the Theatre.
Presenter Sally Nadin came along and
interviewed several of our volunteers for the
Morning Show. Kevin had been interviewed by
Sally at the Awards ceremony on the previous
day and his delight at the Theatre winning the
Award was also broadcast throughout the day.
BBC Radio Lancashire
Congratulations to all our Volunteers,
at the Theatre
well done each and everyone of you.

The Hole In The Wall
No we have not bought another pub!
This year’s summer close down project
was to dig a service trench and install a
duct across the yard from the Theatre
to the stables. The high wall at the end
of our yard holds up the Church
graveyard and it has been deteriorating
for over 100 years. The Theatre was
built on the site of an old quarry and
the team has uncovered huge boulders
behind the wall which would be the
quarry face. They have not seen the
light of day since the wall was built, and
they are massive.
Our team hoped that if they ignored the
problem it may go away!!!! (Only joking
lads). They decided that while they
were digging the trench they might as
well repair the wall at the same time.
Earlier this year ’Pinked Floyd’
appeared at the Theatre and sang the
Pink Floyd classic ‘Another Brick in the
Wall’ well that is certainly what you
need now lads. You are all doing a
marvellous job and I hope the boulders
are the only ancient things you find
behind the Church yard wall. Unless it’s
buried treasure of course!!!
P.S. We still need help cleaning the
Theatre for the start of the new season
plus
if
you’d like
to
come
along and
volu nteer
to help in
any other
way it’s all
hands to
the pumps
as usual.
The ‘Hole
in the Wall’

Classic Film Night

11

The Pendle Hippodrome Theatre will
once again turn back the clock and
become a Cinema on 4th September at
7.30 pm.
Please check the Theatre’s
website at www.phtheatre.co.uk for
further information on the choice of film
being shown or check the local press
nearer the time for more details.
The screening will also incorporate the
‘Friends of the Hippodrome’ evening
and the unveiling of plaques to
commemorate recent bequests to the
Hippodrome Theatre and the loss of
some of the much loved members of the
Hippodrome community’
Everyone is welcome. Tickets are £5
Book online at www.phtheatre.co.uk
or just come along and pay on the night.
(Friends of The Hippodrome will receive
a free ticket to the event enclosed with
their Footlight Forum).

PUB PROGRESS
Just to keep everyone up to date with
what’s been happening next door.
►The upstairs windows have been
ventilated to allow air to circulate.
►The windows behind the bar on New
Market Street have been opened up to
allow more light into the downstairs area
►Part of the floor has been removed in
what will be the cloakroom area to allow
the dry rot, which was present in that
part of the building, to be treated.
►Plans have been drawn up for the
conversion of the building ready for
submission to the planning authorities
►A grant has been applied for to fit a
new roof etc etc etc. Further updates
to follow, it is very much a work in
progress but if you want it to ‘progress’
quicker why not come and lend a hand.
DIBLEY PHOTOS: Anyone wanting a
disc of Stuart James ‘Vicar of Dibley’
photos ring Pam on 01282 865337
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Booking
Arrangements for ALL
Pendle Hippodrome
Shows

Angela bids farewell to the Theatre
Company Committee

Au Revoir
Members of Pendle Hippodrome Theatre
Company were rocked by a large bombshell
in early July when Secretary Angela Boult
announced she was not only leaving the
Theatre Company but the area. Angela has
been Secretary of the Company for 13
years, taking over the position when
Margery Kemp retired.
Angela and her husband Mark, who recently
celebrated their Silver Wedding, decided to
start a whole new career and relocate to
Silverdale to become Wardens of a large
caravan and camping park there. Angela
first joined The Freelance Society as a
teenager. She went on to take leading
parts with all our Societies and most
recently starred as Geraldine Grainger ‘The
Vicar of Dibley’. She acted with other local
Dramatic Societies including The Garrick.
She has also directed many of the Theatre
Company productions over the years.
Stephen Burrows has been appointed as
the new Theatre Company Secretary, New
being the ‘operative word’ as Stephen was
Secretary of Colne Operatic Society for
many years. There is now a vacant position
on the Committee if anyone is interested!
The Theatre Company are very sad to loose
Angela, they are not only losing a Secretary
but a Leading Lady, a Director, Chief Makeup artist (she created the very graphic 39
lashes in ‘Jesus Christ Super Star’) and a
very dear friend.
Everyone would like to wish Angela and
Mark every success in their new venture.

DISCOVER PENDLE
Boundary Mill Stores
Vivary Way Colne
Just call in to book your seats
Or ring 01282 856186
Open daily 10 am to 8 pm
Sundays 11 am to 5 pm
Booking Fee Applicable

Theatre plan available

ONLINE
LOG IN TO www.phtheatre.co.uk
Follow the Online
Booking Instructions

Theatre plan available
Online Booking Fee Applicable

AT THE THEATRE
THE THEATRE BOX OFFICE
WILL BE OPEN FOR BOOKING
WEDNESDAY, FRIDAY
and SATURDAY
10.00 am - 1.00 pm
From Saturday 29th August
Call in and book your seats
or ring on 01282 863210
during opening hours.

ON THE DOOR
COME ALONG TO ANY
PERFORMANCE AND BOOK AT
THE THEATRE BOX OFFICE
BOOKING SECRETARY

‘The Wedding Singer’
Booking Secretary 01282 612402
Evenings and Weekends only.
Call for block booking information.

Our very own Wedding Singer Josh Hindle (centre) and the cast rehearsing
for the smash hit musical ’The Wedding Singer’

22nd to 26th September at 7.30 pm nightly
Plus Saturday Matinee Performance at 2.00pm
Pendle Hippodrome Theatre Company can boast its very own real life Wedding
Singer, Josh Hindle. So who better to take on the leading role in this fabulous show
than Josh himself as he stars as Robbie Hart in the Theatre Company’s latest
smash hit ‘The Wedding Singer’.
‘The Wedding Singer’ tells the story of Robbie Hart, a lad with a heart of gold
whose dearest wish is to marry his fiancé Linda. However, she has other plans and
Robbie is soon to find love right under his nose in the form of Julia, a waitress also
chasing love, but of course things never run smoothly.
Josh will play alongside some of the Theatre Company’s best talent as he takes to
the stage. Jade Brett, who played ‘Christine’ in the Youth Theatre’s Phantom of the
Opera will take on a very different role as Julia. Robbie’s backing group are David
Smith Sammy and Tim Mason George. Laura Schofield takes on the role of Linda
and Cathryn Osborne will play Holly. Sam Crabtree plays Glen, and Rosie,
Robbie’s grandma, will be played by Angela Schofield. The Wedding Singer will
include many more of the Theatre Company’s talented performers.
The show features a feast of original songs there are laugh-along one-liners with
cracking choreography, high octane dance routines and vivid costumes all thrown
in to make this a terrific show. ‘The Wedding Singer’ is a thoroughly enjoyable
show packed with the sort of fun that the decade which invented shoulder pads
would be proud of. It is Directed by Steve Grist with Lisa Manley once more
wielding the Baton and Vicky Royle has set all the energetic dance routines.
Tickets are priced at £12 Adults, £10 Concessions and £8 under 19’s
See page 10 for ways to book your seats.
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STAR AWARDS

The Sun Will Come Out Tomorrow

The 26th Annual Leader Times Stage Awards Evening took place on the 27th June
at Pendle Hippodrome Theatre and was a truly glittering occasion. The magnificent
array of trophies, cups and salvers, sponsored by Howard Rigg, were presented to
the winners by the Lord Lieutenant of Lancashire Lord Shuttleworth, while other
awards were presented by representatives of the individual awards.
Also in attendance were Lady Shuttleworth, the Mayor and Mayoress of Pendle,
Councillor Nawaz Ahmed and his daughter Uzma Begum, Peter Dewhurst of the
Leader/Times, Chris Daggett Group Editor of East Lancs Newspapers, MP for
Pendle Andrew Stephenson, Fiona Standrig the Mayor’s Secretary, Jackie Catlow
who presented the Maureen Hopkins Memorial Trophies, Liz Rowell who presented
the Brian Wellock Award, Colin and Judith Wright who presented the Thomas
Wright Trophy and Cecilia Harrison Pendle Hippodrome Youth Theatre Honorary
President who presented the PHYT President’s Award.
Comperes for the evening were Eric Beardsworth and Stuart James who thoroughly
entertained the audience with their banter and songs.
Excerpts from productions that had taken place in the Pendle area over the past 12
months were reprised for the occasion and there were sneak previews of
productions yet to be staged.
The Award for ‘Best Musical’ was awarded to Pendle Hippodrome Youth Theatre
for their phantastic ‘Phantom of the Opera’ Directed by Howard Raw with Lisa
Manley as Musical Director and Helen Cheung as choreographer.
The Best Drama Award and the Kenneth Hickey Trophy went to “The Laramie
Project” by Pendle Borderline Theatre Company and Directed by John Cummings.
The special ‘Service to Local Theatre Award’ went to Howard G. Raw. Howard has
appeared on our local stages, and beyond, for over 45 years as both an actor and
singer. For over 35 years he has Directed shows all over the North West including
the prestigious Lowry Centre in Manchester, Blackpool Grand Theatre and the
Gracie Fields Theatre in Rochdale as well as countless other theatres in the area.
Many Congratulations to Howard on receiving this Award
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Members
of the 90
strong cast
at Pendle
Hippodrome
Theatre
Company’s
Grand
Gala
Charity
Concert

There was an amazing response to Pendle Hippodrome Theatre Company’s Grand
Gala Charity Fundraising Concert in aid of the Encephalitis Society. The ‘House
Full’ sign went up long before the show started. The concert was to raise
awareness of encephalitis, a rare life threatening illness, and to raise funds for
further research into the disease.
In October last year one of our former Youth Theatre and
Theatre Company young members was diagnosed with
Encephalitis at the age of just 22. Katie Chadwick was in a
medically induced coma for over five months and is now on
the long road to recovery. Katie was well enough to attend
the concert and thoroughly enjoyed the show.
There were over 90 members in the huge cast, not just
from our own Theatre Company and Youth Theatre but
from BASICs Junior Theatre School, Encore Dance,
Moorlands Ballet Elite and Colne Dramatic Society.
Howard Raw, a former Drama Teacher of Katies,
compered the show
The show ended with Katie’s sister Emilie singing ‘The Sun
Katie and her dad Will Come Out Tomorrow’, as she was joined by the other
Paul enjoy the show members of the cast for a wonderful and moving finale to a
memorable night of entertainment.
A huge THANK YOU to everyone who attended the show or was involved,
backstage, onstage or Front of House and especially to the Fundraising Committee
who
organised
the
concert, and for the help
and support of Pendle
Hippodrome Theatre
Company who hosted
the event .
Over £3,000 was
raised at the event.

SOME OF THE AWARD WINNERS AND PRESENTERS

Members of Pendle Hippodrome Theatre Company
perform an excerpt from ‘The Wedding Singer’
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ALL ABOARD

It was ‘All Aboard’ the Marton Emperor as
members of Pendle Hippodrome Theatre
Company and their guests once again
took to the water for an evening of fun and
sightseeing.
About 35 members boarded the very
impressive canal boat at Foulridge Wharf
to sail sedately to Barnoldswick and back
whilst enjoying one of Theatre Company
member Geoff Horn’s clever quizzes.

WHAT’S ON IN 2016
You will have read on page 6 that the
Pendle Hippodrome Youth Theatre
are to present ‘The Wizard of Oz’ in
February 2016 and on page 7 that
Pendle Hippodrome Theatre
Company are to stage ‘Grease’ in
March of the same year.
But what of the rest of 2016?
Pendle Hippodrome Theatre
Company are delighted to announce
that they will be staging ‘Rent’ the
Musical in September 2016.
Loosely based on Puccini’s beloved
opera La Bohème, Rent follows the
ups and downs of a year in the life of
a group of impoverished, artistic
friends living in Manhattan’s East
Village. Set in 1980’s New York this
acclaimed Rock Opera ran for 12
years and 5,123 performances on
Broadway.

An excellent meal of home-made potato
pie and peas was served by the crew and
ample liquid refreshments were available
from the on-board bar.
The Quiz was won by Barry and Andrea
Jackson and Karin Wilson.
Congratulations to all three.

NEW ARRIVAL
Oliver William Dean
Clare Robinson and her
partner Andy Dean are
delighted to announce the birth
of their son Oliver William Dean
who weighed in at 7lb 15oz on
Monday 22nd June at 21.24 pm.
Clare has been a member of Pendle
Hippodrome Theatre Company since it’s
inception in 2007 and before that was a
member of St John AO&DS. She is one of
our regular and valued chorus members.
CONGRATULATIONS TO
ALL THE FAMILY

Further details of all Pendle
Hippodrome Shows will be in future
editions of Footlight Forum.
Josh Hindle will Direct the show, ably
assisted by Laura Schofield. Richard
Patel will be Musical Director

Chaperones
The Youth Theatre and Theatre
Company are actively seeking
volunteers to enrol as Chaperones
to help look after the young people
in shows staged at the Hippodrome.
Volunteers will need to gain a
Chaperone licence from the Child
Protection Agency but this can all be
arranged through our Theatre Child
Protection Officers, Angela Schofield
or Fiona Thompson.
(Fees will be reimbursed) Please
contact Fiona Thompson on
07986099718 for further details.

Pendle Hippodrome Theatre presented Leader Times News Editor Peter 5
Dewhurst, with a Silver Salver in recognition of his many years of exceptional
service to Amateur Theatre in Pendle. Pendle Hippodrome Theatre thought it was
high time Peter received the recognition he deserves for his dedication to the
Amateur Theatre scene. Peter attends every production staged in Pendle, not only
at the Hippodrome, but all the other theatres and venues in the local area. Over the
years he has reviewed thousands of productions and each year he spends many
hours deliberating who will receive the much sought after Leader Times Awards
which are sponsored by Howard Rigg. CONGRATULATIONS PETER.

ROLL OF HONOUR
LEADER TIMES AWARDS
►Best Musical
“Phantom of The Opera”
Director: Howard G Raw
Musical director: Lisa Manley
Choreographer: Helen Cheung
►Best Drama and the Kenneth Hickey
Memorial Trophy:
“The Laramie Project”
Pendle Borderline Theatre Company.
Director: John Cummings
►Best Actor (Musical):
Ronan Pilkington
(The Phantom)
‘The Phantom of the Opera’
Pendle Hippodrome Youth Theatre
► Best Actress (Musical):
Jess Balderstone
(Charity Hope Valentine) “Sweet Charity”
Pendle Hippodrome Theatre Company
► Best Actor (Drama):
Kevin Riley (Six Characters)
“Ladies Day” The Garrick
► Best Actress (Drama):
Marilyn Crowther (Helene)
“84 Charring Cross Road”
Colne Dramatic Society
►Best Young Actor:
Jade Brett (Christine)
“Phantom of the Opera”
Pendle Hippodrome Youth Theatre
►Special Award for Services to
Amateur Theatre in Pendle:
Howard G Raw

OTHER AWARDS
►Brian Wellock Trophy for an
Outstanding Contribution to a Production
Music
Joe Winkley
“The Vicar of Dibley”
Pendle Hippodrome Theatre Company
►Thomas Todhunter Comedy Award:
The cast of “Drinking Habits”
The New Stage Door Theatre Company
►Maureen Hopkins Award for best
Supporting Actress in a Musical:
Rachel Cox (Gertrude)
“Seussical-The Musical”
Stage Door Youth Theatre
►Maureen Hopkins Award for
Outstanding Service to Pendle
Hippodrome Youth Theatre:
Madison Pearson
►Vincent Waterworth Award for Most
Improved Young Performer:
Chloe Richardson
►Ray Eden Award for Best Supporting
Actor in a Musical:
Jack Herbert (Lord Evelyn)
“Anything Goes”
BASIC’s Junior Theatre School
►Thomas Wright Trophy for Rising Star
Jade Brett
►Pendle Hippodrome Youth Theatre
Presidents Trophy:
Jake Cordeaux

Congratulations to all
the Award Winners
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Youth Theatre News

Theatre Company News
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Treasure Hunt and BBQ
Saturday 15th August 2 pm to 2.30 pm start
There were some absolutely stunning auditions for the Youth
Theatre’s planned 2016 show ‘Me and My Girl’ but unfortunately
not enough young people auditioned to be able to cast the show
and after much deliberation by the Youth Theatre Committee the
decision was regrettably taken to cancel the show.
But fear not, the Youth Theatre Committee and the Production
Team held several hastily convened meetings and decided to
bring forward their planned show for 2017, the fabulous ‘Wizard
of Oz’. I’m sure everyone knows the tale of ‘The Wizard of Oz’
as Dorothy travels the Yellow Brick Road to Oz with the
Scarecrow, the Tin Man and the Cowardly Lion. With its colourful characters and
wicked witches it contains wonderful songs, brilliant dance and an enchanting story.
Rehearsals will begin on 23rd August, after the Youth Theatre’s summer break.
The production team are Josh Hindle Director, Lisa Manley Musical Director and
Helen Cheung is Choreographer. New members will be very welcome.

(

The Theatre Company are to hold one of their excellent,
brain challenging Treasure Hunts on Saturday 15th August starting between
2.00 pm and 2.30 pm. The hunt begins at Barrowford Heritage Centre Car Park.
This will be followed by a BBQ at Roughlee Village Hall. If you cannot make the
Treasure Hunt you can just go to the BBQ, the price is the same.
Please bring your own drinks and a garden chair to the BBQ.
Everyone is welcome including Members, Friends, Youth Theatre Members
and everyone’s family and friends but please order your tickets.
Tickets are £4 per Adult, £2 for Children
£10 per family ticket (2 adults and 2 children aged 18 and under).
Tickets available from Susan Thorp, ring 01282 722515 or 07454 905 569
or see any Committee member

Saturday 17th October 2015

‘The Wizard of Oz’
will be staged
17th to 20th February 2016.
Auditions will take place after the
summer break and a full list of the cast
will be published in future editions of
Footlight Forum.

Pendle Hippodrome Theatre Company’s Annual Grand Party Night
is to be held at The Tempest Arms, Elslack.
See the October edition of Footlight Forum for all the details.
NODA Long Service Awards will be presented at the Grand Party
If you are eligible for an Award please contact
Stephen Burrows for an application form.

Please check the Youth Theatre’s
Facebook page if you require any further
information.

Congratulations and Good Luck
The Committee of the Youth Theatre and all the people at Pendle
Hippodrome would like to say a huge ‘WELL DONE’ to all their past and
present members who have graduated from University with such
fantastic results. Everyone knew you were a clever lot but you have exceeded all
expectations. BRILLIANT.
We would also like to wish all the people expecting those important GCSE and A1
and A2 level results GOOD LUCK. We hope you get the grades you require to
pursue your dreams.
AND to all our younger members who are about to begin the next chapter in your
lives as you go on to High School we wish you a very happy and successful time.
ENJOY!

Pendle Hippodrome Theatre Company is delighted to announce that the show to be
staged in March 2016 will be the smash hit musical ‘GREASE’.
It’s the time to dust off those leather jackets, pull on the bobby-socks and take a trip
back to simpler times as ‘bad boy’ Danny and ‘girl next door’ Sandy fall in love all
over again. Featuring unforgettable songs including ‘You’re The One That I Want’,
‘Grease Is The Word’, ‘Summer Nights’, ‘Hopelessly Devoted To You’ ‘Greased
Lightnin’ and many more this show is an absolutely electrifying extravaganza of
music and dance.
An evening to meet the Production Team, who will give an introduction to the show,
will be held after ‘The Wedding Singer’. Rehearsals will then begin in October.
Full details will be in the next edition of Footlight Forum or see the Facebook page
for further updates. New members will be welcome but all cast members must be
over 16 years of age and have left school (year 11 ) by July 2015.

