August 2019

PENDLE HIPPODROME YOUTH THEATRE
30TH ANNIVERSARY PRODUCTION

‘SHREK’
What a bright, colourful and thoroughly entertaining show Pendle Hippodrome
Youth Theatre’s 30th Anniversary production proved to be.
It was packed from start to finish with wonderful singing, acting and dancing.
The talent displayed on stage by all the cast was phenomenal.
You could hardly believe that the youngest member of the cast was only 10
years old and the oldest being just 16. It was amazing.
The backstage teams could also be very proud of themselves, the attention to
detail was exceptional and everything gelled together to make this a fitting
tribute to 30 years of Pendle Hippodrome Youth Theatre.

Booking
Arrangements for ALL
Pendle Hippodrome
Shows
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AT THE THEATRE
THE THEATRE BOX OFFICE
WILL BE OPEN FOR BOOKING
Friday and Saturday mornings
10 am to 12 noon from
Friday 13th to Friday 27th
September
Call in and book your seats or ring
on 01282 863210
during opening hours.
NO Booking fee

ONLINE
LOG IN TO www.phtheatre.co.uk
Follow the Online Booking
Instructions

Theatre plan available
Online Booking Fee Applicable

BOOKING OUTLET
Central Garage
Wheatley Lane Road
Fence
Call in and book your tickets or ring
01282 617315
NO Booking Fee

ON THE DOOR
COME ALONG TO ANY
PERFORMANCE AND BOOK AT
THE THEATRE BOX OFFICE

TICKETS FOR SHOWS CAN
BE BOOKED AT ANY TIME
THE THEATRE BOX OFFICE
IS OPEN

SAIL AWAY
The very impressive Marton Emperor
was full as members of Pendle
Hippodrome Theatre Company and their
guests once again took to the water on a
beautiful summers evening in July, for
an evening of fun and sightseeing. They
set off from Foulridge Wharf to sail
serenely to Barnoldswick and back
whilst enjoying one of Geoff Horn’s
clever quizzes.
An excellent meal of home-made potato
pie and peas followed by tea or coffee
was served by the crew, and ample
liquid refreshments were available from
the on-board bar.
This year’s winning quiz team were
Keith, Marilyn and Andrew Walton and
Andrew’s girlfriend Nikki Henderson
completed the winning line up

Congratulations to you all.
Thanks to Martin and Sheila Cleaver,
Geoff Horn and the man who steered
the boat (Matthew) for an excellent
evening.

There will be a ‘Bright Golden 3
Haze on the Meadow’ when
Pendle Hippodrome Theatre
Company bring Rodgers and
Hammerstein’s ‘OKLAHOMA’ to
the Hippodrome stage in
September.
With a 27 piece live Orchestra
(yes 27) sharing the stage you
may think there won’t be much
room for the superb singers and
dancers that Hippodrome
Theatre Company boasts. Don’t
worry, the full stage extension will give the cast of ‘Oklahoma’ plenty of room to two
step their way around as they strut their stuff and bring this wonderfully tuneful classic
musical to life at the Hippodrome.
Handsome cowboy ‘Curly McLain’ played by Matt Whatley is head over spurs for farm
owner ‘Laurey Williams’ Catherine Cox, but lonely ranch-hand ‘Jud Fry’ Damian Marsh
has his sinister sights set on her too.
And Laurey is not the only girl with cowboy problems. ‘Ado Annie’s’ Jess Balderstone
beau ‘Will Parker’ David Smith is back from chasing steers in Kansas City where he
won fifty dollars, just the amount her father insists Will must have in order to marry her.
But this irrepressible farm girl won’t be bought quite so easily.
Luckily for this love-struck crew of spirited ranchers and bronco busters, wise ‘Aunt
Eller’ Julie Cummings is riding ahead of the herd.
With its glorious score and spirit of exuberant optimism, ‘Oklahoma’ is the American
musical by which all
THE
o t h e r s
a r e
CAST
judged. Rodgers and
Hammerstein broke
new
ground
in
perfectly integrating
music and dance to
tell a story whose
darker undercurrents
never overwhelm its
rapturous
vitality.
A m o n g
t h e
unforgettable songs
are Oh, What A
Beautiful Mornin’, The
Surrey
With
The
Fringe On Top and
the show-stopper Oklahoma.

TICKETS: £14 Adults

£12 Concessions

£10 under 19’s

See page 2 for ways to book your seats
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30th Anniversary of The Great British
Rhythm and Blues Festival in Colne

and it’s coming to the Pendle Hippodrome Theatre
August Bank Holiday Weekend
Frid 23rd, Sat 24th & Sun 25th August
The streets of Colne will once again be thronged
with people as The Great British Rhythm and
Blues Festival hits town on August Bank Holiday
weekend, celebrating 30 years of this brilliant
music extravaganza. This will be the 4th year
running that the Pendle Hippodrome Theatre has
been part of the great R&B Festival and the
music will once again rock the rafters of our
wonderful Theatre.
There will be some absolutely classic and world
renown acts appearing as the Hippodrome becomes one of the two Main Stages along
with the Muni. The Little Theatre is also open but daytime only.
Tickets are again multi venue and include entry into the Hippodrome, the Muni and the
Little Theatre all for the price of one ticket.
Plus, there is free entertainment
throughout Colne including over a dozen official free roadhouses and street buskers.
The line up of acts can be found on the Blues Festival website or flyers are in the
Theatre foyer and the Hippodrome is set to showcase more cutting-edge
contemporary Blues based music this year.

TO ALL OUR MEMBERS, HELPERS AND FRIENDS
Do you want to be part of this Big Event? The Blues comes but once a year and you
can join in at the Hippodrome. We need Stewards!!! Not the usual sit at the back type
but Stewards who will help with the crowds as they listen to the Bands.
We need Bar staff for our normal Bar and our ‘specially built for the Blues’ Bottle Bar.
We need glass collectors and table clearers. We need people to sell Blues Festival
merchandise and we need Box Office staff to sell entry tickets.
In fact we need YOU
( Security staff and ’bouncers’ are provided by the Festival organisers)
If you are one of our trained Stewards or bar stewards you don’t need any special
training for the Blues but if you’re not sure what it entails just ring or email Martin on
844033 and cleavermd@aol.com or Paul on 720564 and paulst919@gmail.com for
more info. If you are new to the Blues and want to act as a Steward on this special
weekend then one to one training can be arranged, again just contact Martin or Paul
for all the info.
It proved to be a brilliant weekend for all our helpers last year.
It’s all hands to the pumps for this one and we need you all.

The Blues Festival is a huge fundraising opportunity for the Hippodrome and
every penny raised goes to help keep our beloved Theatre up and running. Not to
mention refurbishing the pub and knocking that long awaited hole in the wall! The
Hippodrome belongs to us all and we all need to do our bit.

FRIENDS OF THE
HIPPODROME, STEWARDS
AND ALL HIPPODROME
VOLUNTEERS
On Friday 16th August there will be a
Special Night for Friends of the
Hippodrome and ALL Stewards, Bar
Staff and Volunteers at the Pendle
Hippodrome Theatre. All FREE of
charge, except the bar of course.
There will be a free pie and pea supper
and a showing of John Morgan’s latest
film diary of the Theatre.
Full guided tours of the Theatre will be
available for anyone who would like to
see the workings backstage of our
wonderful Theatre. This will include the
stage, backstage, dressing rooms,
wardrobe, props, workshop, lighting and
sound. etc. in fact all areas of the
Theatre will be on show.
If you are a Friend of the Hippodrome, a
steward, bar staff, ice cream seller work
front of house or backstage or are one
of our many volunteers then this is a
special insight into what goes on behind
the big gold curtain! Or you may just
want to refresh your memory or catch up
on the latest improvements, then this for
you.
A warm welcome awaits you. Do come
along and join us at 7.30pm and get to
know other Friends of the Hippodrome,
fellow Volunteers and the Theatre itself.
There is so much to see and so many
new Friends to make.
PS. You may bring a guest..

CLOSE DOWN
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Don’t panic the Pendle Hippodrome
is not closing down. I repeat the
Hippodrome is NOT closing down.
Every year the Theatre’s maintenance
team try to leave a few weeks free in the
busy
schedule
for
essential
maintenance. It seems to get harder
and harder to find several consecutive
weeks for this essential work. The best
time used to be July/August but with
School terms now running till the end of
July and having to start stripping out for
the Blues there never seems to be a
good time. The merry month of May now
seems the best time for important jobs.
This year all the Theatre curtains,
including the stage curtains and drapes,
were taken down, cleaned, re-fire
proofed and then re-hung. To meet with
regulations the cleaning was carried out
by a specialist firm but needless to say
the whole operation proved to be a huge
undertaking. While the curtains were
away all the stage area from roof to floor
was vacuumed and cleaned, the old
stage radiators were replaced and the
fire doors in the auditorium repainted.
New LED lights were fitted to the circle
stairs and front porch Plus all the regular
cleaning and maintenance carried out,
and the list goes on and on.
AND if you think nothing is going on next
door in the pub! Well think again. The
Youth Theatre were building and
painting scenery for Shrek and the
impressive float they entered in Colne
Gala. And now the area is being cleared
ready for the pop-up-shop at the Blues.
The work is endless and goes on and
on. We could write a book of jobs that
are on the ‘to do’ list and that’s besides
the pub. If you would like to help just pop
in on a Monday night to see Keith or any
of the maintenance staff. They need all
the help they can get.
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Youth Theatre News
Summer Holiday

You don’t need to stand at the stop, or get a ticket
just yet but the Big Red Bus is already revving up
and getting ready to collect you all for the trip of a
lifetime across Europe. Come and join the Pendle
Hippodrome Youth Theatre in their production of
‘Summer Holiday’ which is being staged in
February 2020.
Rehearsals have already begun and the cast are
preparing to ask everyone to ‘‘Put on your
Dancing Shoes’ and ‘Move It’ as you are
transported by the ‘Young Ones’ on a ‘Summer
Holiday’ ‘In the Country’.
I know we are still at the height of summer but this fast moving show will have your
hands clapping and your feet tapping and will certainly brighten up those winter
blues, it will be here before you know it. Come and enjoy a wonderful evening with
our very own Youth Theatre.
Dan Mason will Direct and Choreograph the show with Lisa Manley as Musical
Director. Auditions will take place in September. More information to follow.

Congratulations and Good Luck
The Committee of the Youth Theatre and all the people at Pendle
Hippodrome would like to say a huge ‘WELL DONE’ to all their past and
present members who have graduated from University with such fantastic results.
Everyone knew you were a clever lot but you have exceeded all expectations.
BRILLIANT
Everyone would also like to wish all the people expecting those all important GCSE
and A1 and A2 level results GOOD LUCK. We hope you get the grades you
require to pursue your dreams. AND to all our younger members who are about to
begin the next chapter in your lives as you go on to High School we wish you a
very happy and successful future at your new school.
For those of you looking forward to the Youth Theatre presenting
‘Thoroughly Modern Millie’ in 2020, sorry but you will have to wait
just a little bit longer. The show will now be staged in 2021.
Following the extra 30th Anniversary production of the very
successful SHREK in June, after just 12 weeks of rehearsal time,
and the equally brilliant ‘Popstars’ in February the committee felt
that staging such a dance spectacular as Millie with all the tap numbers
was a ‘step’ too far in the short rehearsal time available.
‘Summer Holiday’ will be staged February 2020 with ‘Millie’ in February 2021.

MORE YOUTH THEATRE NEWS PAGE 8

Theatre Company News
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Chicago the Musical follows 'not your usual housewife', Roxie Hart, who gains
dubious notoriety when she kills her boyfriend, invents her defence and
manipulates everyone from her trustworthy husband to the fickle media and the
unsuspecting public. A harsh satire on media, fame and justice, the musical is set in
1920s Chicago and follows a sleazy celebrity lawyer as he works to whip up a jury
in order to turn two murderers into stars. The Kander and Ebb score features well
known songs such as "All That Jazz", "Razzle Dazzle", "All I Care About" and "Mr.
Cellophane".
If you would like to be part of this fabulous production an introduction evening to
‘CHICAGO’ will be held in October. See our Facebook page for details.
The Director is yet to be confirmed but the Production Team of Lisa Manley Musical
Director and Helen Cheung Choreographer will be introduced and will present a
brief outline of the show and requirements of the cast and auditions. Rehearsals will
be held on Monday and Thursday evenings with some Sunday rehearsals nearer
the show.

Come along and join the cast.
Past, present and new members will all be welcome.
CHICAGO will be staged at he Hippodrome Theatre in March 2020.

Pendle Hippodrome Theatre Company’s
Annual Grand Party Night for all
Company Members, family and friends
is to be held on

Friday 25th October 2019
at the Fence Gate Inn, Fence
Tickets are £25 pp.
A 3 course meal will be followed by dancing, games and a Disco.
NODA long service medals will be presented.
Please contact David Smith on 07969788240 to order your tickets

Please note; All tickets must be ordered and
PAID in full by 5th October 2019

888
88

OUT AND ABOUT WITH
PENDLE HIPPODROME YOUTH THEATRE

Members of Pendle Hippodrome Youth Theatre have been out and about in the
summer sunshine. Their first adventure was at Colne Gala on 15th June where they
climbed aboard their beautifully decorated Float depicting a scene from Shrek,
which was being staged the following weekend at the Hippodrome. They sang and
danced their way through the streets of Colne watched by the huge crowds. Older
members and Committee members walked alongside handing out flyers publicising
the show. The float, which was decorated by Committee Members, helpers and
Friends, won 2nd prize in the Class 2 category of the processional floats in the
Voluntary and Religious section. Congratulations to everyone who took part or
helped in any way. It is also good to know that the new extension ‘the pub’ played
its part as the scenery for the float was assembled in what used to be the bar area.
0-0-0-0-0

An invitation had been received from the McAlpine family via Nikki Henderson for
members of the Theatre Company and the Youth Theatre to attend a Garden Party
and sing at Stone Gappe Hall in Lothersdale. Due to various commitments
members of the Theatre Company were unable to attend but several members of
the Youth Theatre went along to represent the Theatre and sing and were rewarded
with a generous donation for Theatre funds. See page 11 for all the details.
0-0-0-0-0

Then on 13th July members were again showcasing their talent as they sang at the
Nelson Ladies Civic Choir concert ‘60 Years of Song’ held at the Hippodrome. The
Charity concert was a huge success and there were some wonderful comments
from the audience and the choir on the talent in our Youth Theatre and the great
voices and stage presence that our youngsters displayed.
0-0-0-0-0

Lastly the Youth Theatre Committee would like to say a huge THANK YOU to all the
parents, grandparents, aunts, uncles and guardians of all the children for allowing
them not only to take part and represent the Youth Theatre but for ferrying them
about etc. Without you all there is no way the Youth Theatre could provide such a
fun time for these young people. Thank you all for your support.
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Following the successful
screening of Secret Cinema
with brilliant films including
‘The Greatest Showman’,
‘Bohemian Rhapsody’ and
‘Stan and Ollie’ another
classic film will be shown on

Friday 6th September
We are not permitted to
advertise the Secret Cinema
outside the Theatre but if you
would like to register at
bookings-pht@outlook.com
we will email you to let you
know what the next film is.
Don’t miss it, come along
and join our Secret Cinema
and bring your Friends

JACK AND THE BEANSTALK
Panto is about to
return to the
Hippodrome on
the 11th to 14th
December 2019
when a brand
new
Theatre
C o m p a n y
‘Theatre Worx’
bring their Pantomime ‘Jack and the
Beanstalk’ to the Hippodrome stage.
Written by Barry Crossley and Directed by
and starring Josh Hindle as Jack the
hilarious and song filled Christmas
Pantomime will also feature Richard
Sanderson as Dame Tilly Trott and
Jessica Balderstone as Jill plus lots of
other familiar names and faces from the
Hippodrome .
More details in the next edition of
Footlight Forum or go to
Theatre Worx Facebook page.

This year BASIC’s Junior Theatre
School will be bringing the amazing
‘CATS’ to the Hippodrome stage
from 8th to 12th October 2019 at
7.30 pm nightly with a Saturday
Matinee performance at 2.00 pm.
After their sold out run of ‘Les
Miserables’ last year they are
anticipating that every seat will be
sold again for their performances of
CATS! What a wonderful problem to
have! The Box Office has just
opened and they have already sold
over 500 seats!

We always try to get this little
missive to everyone at the end of
the month. If you are lucky enough
for your August edition of Footlight
Forum to reach you before the end
of July you may find there is still just
enough time to catch ‘Last of the
Summer Wine’. Which is being
staged 31st July to 3rd August at
the Theatre.
Go along to the Hippodrome for a
fun night out with Foggy, Clegg,
Compo and Nora and have a good
old laugh. Tickets are just £7
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The Pendle Hippodrome Youth Theatre is celebrating its 30th Anniversary this
year. Their first ever production was ‘’THE CARD’ which was staged 6th to 11th
November 1989.
In February of this year an article in Footlight Forum asked ‘Where Are They
Now?. You can imagine my astonishment when two young Ladies approached
me after a performance of POPSTARS in February and informed me that they
were not only in ‘THE CARD’ but in the 2nd production the Youth Theatre staged
‘THE BOYFRIEND’ and had very fond memories of their time in the Youth
Theatre.
What was even more astonishing was that both ladies had children who had
inherited their love of Theatre and had been in ‘POPSTARS’ and were also now
in ‘SHREK’ and absolutely loving their time with our Youth Theatre.
It also transpired that other people who were connected with ‘SHREK’ had
inherited their love of Theatre from their families who had been involved with ’THE
CARD’ over 30 years ago.
In 1989 Shirley Kenyon and Cecilia Harrison had jointly directed ‘THE CARD’
together with John Normanton. In 2019 Gill and Philippa Harrison, Cecilia’s
daughters, did the make-up for ‘SHREK’. Gill also made and painted parts of the
scenery and made all the fabulous character masks as well as other numerous
jobs connected with ‘SHREK’. Laura Schofield, Shirley’s granddaughter, directed
‘SHREK’ and Cecilia’s granddaughter Frankie Harrison-Bradley and her boyfriend
Steve Hartley supplied the sound for ‘SHREK’.
What wonderful memories and theatre legacies these people have passed on
down the generations. Thank you all for sharing your memories.

Saturday 26th October
The Youth Theatre are hosting an Awards Night and Grand
Party Night on 26th of October for all past and present
members. This includes Officials and Committee members
of Pendle Hippodrome Youth Theatre in the past and their
guests to Celebrate 30 years of Pendle Hippodrome Youth
Theatre. All the details will be in the next issue of Footlight
Forum or in the Youth Theatre newsletters.

Rewarding Day Out

POP-UP-SHOP
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Once again our maintenance team
had been very busy in the run up to
the Blues not only transforming the
Hippodrome into a brilliant concert
venue but also working next door in
the Old Derby Arms. The downstairs
space has been cleared and once
again a Pop-up-Shop created
complete with changing rooms.
Several members of our Youth Theatre
were invited to attend a Garden Party and
to sing an excerpt from their recent
production of SHREK at Stone Gappe Hall
in Lothersdale by the McAlpine family.
They were all a credit to both the
Hippodrome Youth Theatre and the
Hippodrome Theatre. They were amply
rewarded with not only gifts for themselves
but the proceeds from the Garden Party
were to be donated to the Hippodrome and
the renovations at the extension.

Well done you guys and thank you
On the recent Pendle Hippodrome Theatre
Company’s Canal Cruise and quiz evening
Nikki Henderson handed a cheque for
£586 on behalf of the McAlpine family to
Theatre Company Chairman Stevan
Manley to pass on to the Theatre’s Board
of Directors.

The ladies of the Wardrobe Team
are getting ready to fill the shop with
modern, retro and vintage costumes
and clothes that are rarely used or
no longer needed. Rails will be
erected along the walls of the pub
and many dresses, suits and
various apparel, including hats and
jewellery, will be on sale to raise
much needed funds for the Theatre.
It will also clear space for the ever
growing stock of costumes the
Theatre is lucky enough to own.
Just pop in while you are visiting the
Blues and have a browse. Entrance
is via the old pub door on the back
street above the Theatre.

Our grateful thanks to the McAlpine
family for their generous donation.

The Pop-Up Shop

Nikki presents the cheque to Stevan

NOTE; The Hippodrome Wardrobe
Department is closed for the annual
summer clean and sort out, and
stocking the shop, and will reopen
for hire on at 7.00 pm on Mon 2nd
September. No hire but we are open
for returns during this time.

Colne Town
Council Present

The Great British
Rhythm And Blues
Festival

23 - 25 August 2019

24 - 28 September

Book Tickets
www.bluesfestival.co.uk

7.30pm Nightly | Sat Mat 2.30pm

Basics Junior Theatre
School Presents

Pendle Hippodrome Theatre

Secret Cinema
Friday 6th September at 7.30 pm
FREE Film Screening

Bar and Tea Bar
Register at bookings-pht@outlook.com

8 - 12 October
7.30pm Nightly | Sat Mat 2.30pm
Saturday 17th Nov to Sunday 25th Nov
at
2.00pm

www.joshhindlesinging.co.uk

20 October 2019

Entrance £1

See our website www.phtheatre.co.uk for all booking details and book online.
Ring the telephone booking number 01282 617315.
Call in at Central Garage Fence or the Theatre Box Office during events.
Editor: Milly Greenwood Tel: 01282 690598 e-mail millyg@btinternet.com
Pendle Hippodrome Theatre, New Market Street, Colne, Lancs, BB8 9BJ

Tel. 01282 863210

www.phtheatre.co.uk and Facebook
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