August 2017

Award Winners Penny, Mollie and George - Fletcher and Lewis

Pendle Hippodrome Youth Theatre Awards Night
Over 50 members, family and friends attended Pendle Hippodrome Youth
Theatre Awards Night and Party in the Theatre bar on Midsummer's Eve.
The glittering evening was a huge success as the silverware was presented
to members. The Awards were not only for the best performances on stage
but for outstanding achievement with the Youth Theatre.
The presentation was followed by a Hot Dog supper and the party
atmosphere continued until late into the evening at the ‘Hippodrome Disco’.
Continued on page 6
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BookingArrangements
for ALL Pendle
Hippodrome Shows
AT THE THEATRE
THE THEATRE BOX OFFICE
WILL BE OPEN FOR BOOKING
WEDNESDAYS, FRIDAYS
and SATURDAYS
10.00 am - 1.00 pm
from 2nd to 22nd September
Call in and book your seats or ring on
01282 863210 during opening hours.
NO Booking fee

RELAX - DON’T PANIC
IT IS NOW ALLOWED!
The Theatre Board of Directors has taken
the momentous decision to
allow drinks, in plastic
glasses only, to be taken
into the Theatre auditorium
at a performance.
This relaxation of rules will begin at the
Blues Festival and continue for all other
shows and events at the Theatre.
This relaxation does not include food,
so no pie and peas in there please lol!

ONLINE

WHAT’S COMING UP?

LOG IN TO www.phtheatre.co.uk

Just a few dates for your Diary

Follow the Online Booking Instructions

Theatre plan available
Online Booking Fee Applicable

BOOKING OUTLET
Central Garage Fence
Call in and book your tickets or ring
01282 617315
NO Booking Fee

ON THE DOOR
COME ALONG TO ANY
PERFORMANCE AND BOOK AT
THE THEATRE BOX OFFICE

DID YOU KNOW?
A study by the London School of
Economics found the more people
volunteer the happier they are likely
to be. People who volunteer weekly
are 16% happier on average than
those who do no volunteering at all.
And the ‘happy’ volunteers at the
Hippodrome are always ready to
welcome new volunteers, so ‘Forget
your troubles come on and get
happ y, get happ y at the
Hippodrome’.
WE LOVE VOLUNTEERS

CPR Training - Sat 21st October 2017
Film Nights Sat 21st October & Frid 15th December
Annual Craft Fair Sat 18th to Sun 26th November 2017
Christmas Concert Sat 16th December 2017

Early Bird Offer
Pendle Hippodrome
Theatre Company have
introduced a new
‘Early Bird’ booking offer.
If you book your seats for ‘SPAMALOT’ at
the Theatre Box Office during the week of
’RENT’ there is a special ‘bog off’ (buy
one get one free) offer for the first night of
the show. Plus there is a special discount
on all tickets booked for other
performances of ‘SPAMALOT’ but tickets
must be booked and paid for at the
Theatre Box Office prior to the end of
’RENT’ show week.
Note; This offer only applies to Theatre
Company shows and does not include
online bookings.
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19th to 23rd
September

at 7.30
nightly
W ARNING!
Contains
Adult content
The truly sensational Rock Opera ‘RENT’ is coming to the stage of Pendle
Hippodrome Theatre in September and is a brilliant modern Rock Opera. ‘RENT’
tells the story of a group of impoverished young artists in New York City in the late
1980’s in the thriving days of Bohemian Alphabet City.
The story is based on the Puccini opera ‘La Boheme’ written a century before
‘RENT’ but brought up to date to encompass the struggles of the characters living
in an East Village squat affected by homelessness, drug addiction, sexuality, love,
AIDS/HIV and death. ‘RENT’ takes you through a year – or 525,600 minutes – of
love, dreams and heartbreak as each individual story intertwines to form a stunning,
emotional and raw image of the harsh reality of Bohemian NYC. As the song No
Day but Today puts it: “There is no future, there is no past, I live each moment as
my last” and its chilling prescience was amplified by the fact that RENT’s young
brilliant, talented creator and composer Jonathan Larson himself died of an
undiagnosed aortic aneurysm on the eve of the show’s first downtown NY preview.
The professional production of ‘RENT’ ran on Broadway for 12 years with 5123
performances. It has recently been successfully touring the UK with a sell out
celebratory 20th Anniversary production. Pendle Hippodrome Theatre Company
will stage the show with a stunning cast (as pictured above) together with an
equally stunning chorus of over 30 members. This brilliant modern rock
extravaganza is Directed by Josh Hindle with Jack Herbert as Musical Director and
Helen Cheung as Choreographer
Ways to book your seats are on the opposite page and are priced at
£12 Adults, £10 Concessions and £8 under 19’s.
*WARNING! The show contains adult content.*
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WE ARE HALF WAY THERE

Josh and David’s Hospice Challenge to raise funds for Pendleside Hospice
continues and the boys have reached the halfway stage. They have raised an
amazing £4377.41 through their efforts so far. Again the May and June challenges
could not have been further apart.
Challenge 5. Their May Challenge was to take a children’s ballet class and oh how
lovely the boys looked in their tu-tu’s, Josh in
pink and David in blue, but the effect was slightly
spoiled by their Hospice Challenge T-shirts.
Encore Dance hosted the event and put the boys
in a real spin. With expert tuition from dance
teacher and Encore proprietor Helen Chung and
her young pupils the boys were put through their
paces. Josh said: "We were taught a range of
movements and routines from some of the students and then had to perform in
front of the class, it was like going back to school. We really enjoyed it and got a bit
too comfortable wearing our tu-tu!"
Challenge 6. What a difference a month made! No pretty tu-tus for this one.
June was supposed to be the scariest challenge with Josh donning a ‘spider’
helmet and David lying in a pen of hamsters (Josh hates spiders and David’s
skin crawls at the very thought of hamsters) but when two places came up on
the Total Warrior experience they decided to postpone the scary challenge
and do the physical stuff while the sun shone.
Total Warrior had mud, hills, water, fire, ice and
even more mud, a gruelling 12K course not to
mention the 30 punishing Total Warrior
obstacles. They had been training for months
at the gym but nothing prepared them for this.
Although at times daunting (that’s real fire
they are jumping over, into a lake) they
relished challenge number 6 and both finished
the course wet, muddy but elated by the
experience. And of course they were raising
money for the Hospice which was an extra spur along the way.
On arriving at the finishing line our gallant boys were greeted with a victory
beer and a cold hose pipe to clean up! None the worse for the experience,
although your Editor has heard through the grapevine that there a few tired
muscles and sore legs after this one.
Well done lads on both challenges, now on to Hadrian’s Wall,
3 days, 135k and sleeping under canvas. Hope the weather’s fine
And there’s still the scary one to come!
Anyone wanting to support Josh and David with their fundraising challenges for this
excellent cause can donate by texting JHDS60 £5 or £10 to 70070 or visit their Just
Giving page www..justgiving.com/fundraising/joshanddavidchallenge. Or just see
Josh or David.

The Great British Rhythm and Blues Festival
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at the Pendle Hippodrome Theatre
August Bank Holiday Weekend 25th, 26th & 27th August 2017
Remember last year when the Great British
Rhythm and Blues Festival came to the
Pendle Hippodrome? What a glorious Bank
Holiday Weekend it turned out to be.
It was ‘standing room only’ as the most
popular acts took to the stage. The Theatre
was filled to capacity. The music and
applause rocked the rafters of our wonderful
Theatre as the crowds enjoyed the bands.
Everyone enthused about the venue and the
praise expressed to our many volunteer staff
by some of the thousands of visitors, not only about the Theatre but the whole
experience at the Hippodrome, was tremendous.
Well here we are again 12 months later and the Theatre rafters are about to ‘rock’
again. This time the Festival is set over 3 days not 4, so we all get Monday off!.
There will be some absolutely classic and World renown acts appearing as the
Hippodrome becomes one of the two Main Stages along with the Muni. The line up
of acts can be found on the Blues Festival website or flyers are in the Theatre foyer.

TO ALL OUR MEMBERS HELPERS AND FRIENDS
Do you want to be part of this Big Event? The Blues comes but once a year and
you can join in at the Hippodrome. We need Stewards!!! Not the usual sit at the
back type but Stewards who will mingle with the crowds as they listen to the
Bands.
We need Bar staff for our normal Bar and our ‘specially built for the Blues’ Bottle
Bar. We need glass collectors and table clearers. We need people to sell Blues
Festival merchandise and we need Box Office staff to sell entry tickets.
In fact we need YOU.
( Security staff and ’bouncers’ are provided by the Festival organisers)
There will be a special training session to explain what is required for this brilliant
event on Wednesday 9th August at 7.30 pm for new Stewards and 8.00 pm for
new Bar staff. There is a list on the notice board at the Ambulance Hall for
enlisting. Or ring Martin on 844033 or Paul on 720564 for more info. If you are
already a trained Steward or Bar Person you do not need to attend the training
session on 9th but are quite welcome to do so if you wish.
It proved to be a brilliant weekend for all our helpers last year. If you are not
sure just ask anyone who helped, we all thoroughly enjoyed it. Ear plugs are
provided. Its all hands to the pumps for this one and we need you all.
The Blues Festival is a huge fundraising opportunity for the Hippodrome and
every penny raised goes to help keep our Theatre up and running. Not to mention
refurbishing the ‘pub’ and knocking that long awaited hole in the wall! The
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Youth Theatre News

Youth Theatre members are now enjoying a very well
deserved summer break. Rehearsals for their next
production Annie will begin again on Sun 3rd September.
ENJOY your summer break guys and hopefully the sun will
endlessly shine. When you return rested, refreshed and
ready for a fun filled time with the great Pendle Hippodrome Youth Theatre crew
your Director Vicky Royle assures you all that you are going to have a brilliant time
and that rehearsal will be fun for the whole cast and Company of this great show.

Pendle Hippodrome Youth Theatre Awards -

Continued from page 1
The Hippodrome Youth Theatre Awards Night was held at the Theatre on Friday
23rd June in the Theatre Bar. The Awards were as follows:►Noda certificates were awarded for various years service at the Youth Theatre.
►Maureen Hopkins Award for Service to the Youth Theatre… Penelope Hatfield
►Vincent Waterworth Award for Most Improved ……………... Lewis Gorton
►Thomas Wright Award for Young Rising Star ……………….. Fletcher Smith
►The Youth Theatre Presidents Award ………………………... Mollie Thompson
►PHYT Female Theatrical Endeavour Award …………………. Mollie Thompson
►PHYT Male Theatrical Endeavour Award ……………………. George Bailey
CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL THE WINNERS.

VACANCY FILLED
The Youth Theatre are pleased to announce that they have now filled the adult
vacancy on the Committee. Mrs Susan Ridehalgh has very kindly volunteered her
services. A new Board of Directors of Pendle Hippodrome Theatre representative
to the Committee has also been appointed and Mr Paul Thompson will take over
from Mr David Farrer. The Committee would like to welcome Susan and Paul and
thank David for his past services to the Youth Theatre.

Congratulations and Good Luck
The Committee of the Youth Theatre and all the people at Pendle
Hippodrome would like to say a huge ‘WELL DONE’ to all their past and
present members who have graduated from University with such fantastic
results. Everyone knew you were a clever lot but you have exceeded all
expectations. BRILLIANT.
We would also like to wish all the people expecting those all important GCSE and
A1 and A2 level results GOOD LUCK. We hope you get the grades you require to
pursue your dreams. AND to all our younger members who are about to begin the
next chapter in your lives as you go on to High School we wish you a very happy
and successful future.

Theatre Company News
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TREASURE HUNT and BBQ
The Theatre Company are to hold one of their excellent,
brain challenging Treasure Hunts on Saturday 12th August
starting between 2.00 pm and 2.30 pm outside 586 Wheatley Lane Road Fence
It will be a walking Treasure Hunt around Fence.
This will be followed by a BBQ at Roughlee Village Hall.
The Hunt will be set by Claire Whittam and Neil Goodall last year’s winners.
Everyone is welcome including Members, Friends, Youth Theatre Members
and everyone’s family and friends. Please book your tickets for catering numbers.
Tickets are £5 per Adult, £3 for Children £12 per family ticket (2 adults and 2
children aged 18 and under) which includes the BBQ
Tickets available from Susan Thorp, ring 01282 722515 or 07867 991 619
or see any Committee Member

Get ready for it! Pendle Hippodrome Theatre
Company are staging the one and only
‘Monty Python’s SPAMALOT’ 20th to 24th March 2018.
All we need now is a cast of Knights and Dames and a few
coconut shells to complete this hilarious show.
An introductory evening will be held in the Theatre bar in October.
See Facebook announcements, Footlight Forum or ask any
Committee Member for the date
The Production Team of Director Howard Raw, Musical Director Lisa Manley and
Choreographer Helen Cheung will be introduced and present a brief outline of the
show. New members are very welcome. Rehearsals will begin later in October.
If you don’t already know the show it’s the Musical version of ‘Monty Python and the
Holy Grail’ which means fun all the way! So ‘Always Look on the Bright Side of Life’.

Pendle Hippodrome Theatre Company’s Annual Grand Party Night
is to be held on

Friday 27th October 2017 at the Fence Gate Inn, Fence
Tickets are £25 pp
for all Company Members, Friends and family.
A three course meal will be followed by Dancing, Games and Disco.
NODA long service medals will be presented.
To book your place contact
Fiona Thompson 07986 099 718
or David Smith on 07969 788 240
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ALL ABOARD

It was all aboard the Marton Emperor
as members of Pendle Hippodrome
Theatre Company and their guests
once again took to the water for an
evening of fun and sightseeing.
The boat was filled to capacity and the
‘SOLD OUT’ notice had to be posted as
50 members and friends boarded the
very impressive broad beam canal boat
at Foulridge Wharf, to sail sedately to
Barnoldswick and back whilst enjoying
one of Theatre Company member
Geoff Horn’s clever quizzes.
An excellent meal of home-made
potato pie and peas was served by the
crew and ample liquid refreshment was
available from the on-board bar.
The Quiz was won by Mark and
Lindsey Brady and Stuart and Milly
Greenwood.
Congratulations.
Thanks to Martin and Sheila Cleaver,
Geoff Horn and Matt who steered the
boat, for an excellent evening.

What a Great Party
Keith Walton and Joe Whittam would
like to thank everyone who came to
their respective Birthday Parties to help
them celebrate.
They both had open house parties to
mark their milestone birthdays and just
wanted to say.
‘Thanks for coming’
See you all again in 10 years.

Williamson - Dent-Willoughby

Miss Emily Williamson was married to
Mr Ben Dent-Willoughby on 21st July at
Kelbrook Church, followed by a
reception at the Fence Gate.
Em ily is a m em ber of Pendle
Hippodrome Theatre Company and
played Jan in last year’s production of
‘Grease’. She was also a member of
Pendle Hippodrome Youth Theatre
playing Reno Sweeney in their 2009
show ‘Anything Goes’.
Congratulations to Emily and Ben

History Time
David Miller and his sister
have been researching the
history of the Hippodrome
and we will be including
snippets in future issues of Footlight
Forum.
“A NEW PICTURE PALACE
FOR COLNE”
The plans of a picture palace, to be
erected in the New Market Street
Colne, have been approved by the
local Town Council, subject to certain
alterations being made.
Additional
exits are to be made to the gallery and
ground floor, and all staircases are to
be constructed of special
incombustible material.
The Era publication, 13th August 1913.

A NIGHT FULL OF TALENT
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The Theatre bar was brimming over with talent
as Pendle Hippodrome Theatre Company and
Pendle Hippodrome Youth Theatre joined
together to showcase their talents at a Cabaret
Night in July. The bar was packed to capacity
and over 40 of our brightest, best and most
talented performers took to the mic to sing
the night away. With hits from The Musicals to
The Charts the talent on show was
breathtaking. The show was hosted by Richard
Sanderson and there were solos, duets and
several groups representing all ages. There was
also a Musicals quiz which was won jointly by
Blue’s Team and Karen Wilkinson’s team.
Congratulations to them both. Earlier four of
our talented soloists, Blue, Jade, Laura and
Karen had popped next door to sing at
St Bartholomew’s Church Summer Fair where
they were acclaimed to be ‘the highlight
of the day’.
Thanks to Josh Hindle and Co. for
organising the event and Fiona and
Paul Thompson who catered for all
those hungry people.
It was a
brilliant Saturday night out and
we look forward to the next
‘Pendle Hippodrome Cabaret
Night’ One things for sure,
Pendle
Hippodrome
Theatre is assured a very
bright future with all this
talent around.
See www.phtheatre.co.uk for the Forum photos in full colour.

‘DANCE AWAY THE NIGHT’
Well that’s what the song says in ‘Showboat’ but with Pendle Hippodrome Youth
Theatre it was ‘Dance Away the Morning’ as the members held a sponsored
‘Dance’athon’ at rehearsal rooms in July.
No-one can say it’s boring at the Youth
Theatre as there’s always something different
going on and the ’Dance’athon’ was no
exception. As well as having lots of fun with
their endless dance routines the youngsters
were fund raising for their production of
‘Annie’ which is being staged in February
2018.
The total raised will be announced shortly. Great dancing you guys!
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WINDFALL

The summer close down is upon us and every night our dedicated maintenance team
turn up at the Theatre and then promptly pop off to the pub. “That’s not very good”
I can hear you cry but there’s no beer involved in this one, its our own pub The Derby
Arms. There is an awful lot of work going on in there unseen, but we’ve had an
unexpected windfall! When David Miller was helping to demolish the Ladies toilets
he broke open a wall machine and found £33.15 inside. On
checking the packaging he found that all the contents were 3
years out of date even before the pub closed. Population
explosion in Colne?
Several walls and chimney breasts in the
attic rooms have been knocked down and
made good and the shower room has
been ripped out. There was a problem,
how were they to get all the rubble down
three flights of stairs without endless trips
with heavy buckets?
But as usual no problem is
insurmountable for our ingenious team and a shoot from top
floor to skip was rigged up, great for rubble
but not so good for cars in the yard as clouds of dust covered
their shiny paintwork. Larger pieces of unwanted plaster and
bricks had to be carried down 3 flights of stairs and all involved
wished the beer pumps had been working. Work has been
going on at every level and the cellar has been stripped and a
rot problem has been sorted. Come along in October (see
bottom of page) and see for yourself the tremendous progress
that is slowly and steadily being made.
Work has not only been going on in the pub but in the Theatre.
New boilers are in the process of being installed. This will give
us more control over the heating in the Theatre. ‘Zone control’ will mean each area
within the Theatre can be heated separately. New boilers, although expensive
should, in the long run, save the Theatre money as they will be much more efficient.
Wardrobe is closed and will be put back in order after months of being rummaged
through by hundreds, if not thousands, of customers. Its all happening at the
Hippodrome and it is busier than ever even though we are CLOSED!
Plus we are preparing for The Blues. If If you would like to help pop along any
Monday or Wednesday around 7.00 pm and see one of the team, via stage door.

OPEN DAY and AUCTION at the PUB
There is to be an Open Day at the ‘Pub’ on Sunday 22nd October where everyone
can inspect the work done so far and see the plans for the future. There will also be
an auction of things that have been removed from the building, mainly the living
quarters, that are deemed surplus to requirements. If you would like to donate any
of your own large unwanted items which may be suitable for inclusion in the auction
please see Keith Walton. More details will be in the October issue of Footlight
Forum or see any of our maintenance staff.

CHRISTMAS SPECIAL
The audiences thoroughly enjoyed
‘It’s a Wonderful Life - Radio Play’
when it was presented by Pendle
Hippodrome Theatre Company. By
the end of the performances it was
hard to find a dry eye in the house.
There was just one complaint “Why
stage a Christmas play in June”
Well that is to be remedied and just
for all you lovers of all things
Christmas the play will be staged
again on Saturday 23rd December
at 7.30 pm for ‘one night only’.

It is with sadness that we report
the deaths of
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Clifford Duckworth
21st June 2017 Aged 85 years
Clifford was a member of the Freelance
Society throughout the 1970s and 1980s.
Along with his wife Jean and children
Gillian and Peter, Clifford took an active
part in the chorus of almost every one of
The Freelance Society shows between
1972 and 1990.
He occasionally stepped into the limelight
to play minor roles in productions from
‘Oh! What a Lovely War’ in 1972 to ‘The
Merry Widow’ which was staged at the
Hippodrome in 1990.

Lynne Millar

GIFTS
We all know that ‘points mean
prizes’! Would you like to earn some
Brownie Points by donating your
unwanted gifts etc to the Theatre for
raffle prizes. If so please drop them
off the next time you attend the
Theatre or call in any Monday
evening and see one of our
maintenance staff or Wardrobe
Ladies. PLUS if you have any
unwanted children’s gifts, or you
would just like to donate a gift, David
and Josh are collecting for their
Christmas Challenge 12 which is to
entertain in a children's Cancer
Ward and hand out Christmas gifts
to all the children.
Your help would be
greatly appreciated.

8th July 2017 Aged 70 years
Lynne Millar was one of the best known
and loved make-up artists in the area
from Lancaster to the Hippodrome. She
began as one of the late Grace Gregory’s
make-up team in the 1970s and practised
her skills at every school and venue in
the area. On retiring and moving to St
Anne's she became involved in so many
Societies she lost count. She travelled
extensively to paint and shape thousands
of faces and the Hippodrome played its
part in Lynne’s make-up and wig skills as
over the years she hired hundreds of our
wigs. She came over to do several shows
for the Hippodrome including ‘Fiddler on
the Roof’ and ‘Into The Woods’ which
required her expertise in prosthetics.
Nothing was too much trouble for Lynne
and dragging her oxygen tank behind her
this pocket dynamo of a lady never
stopped smiling and always had a tale to
tell.
We would like to express
our sincere condolences
to all their family and friends.

PENDLE HIPPODROME THEATRE is stage for

Bank holiday weekend 25th, 26th, 27th August

Sat 2nd, Sun 3rd, Frid 8th, Sat 9th, Sun 10th September
From 9 am weekends and 2 pm on Frid 8th. Tickets on the door.

Pendle Hippodrome Theatre Company
presents

Tues 19th - Sat 23rd September - 7.30pm
Adults £12, Senior Citizens £10, Under 19s £8
* Warning - This show has adult content.*

The Mayoress of Pendle

presents

A host of talented people will be taking part in the Charity night show run by
The Mayoress of Pendle - Saturday 30th September at 7.30pm

Wednesday 4th October
at 7.30 pm

“A Crawl Down
the Ogre”
●●●●●●●●

Lecture by
the legendary climber Doug Scott.

BASICS Junior
Theatre School

“Barnum”
10th -14th October
7.30 pm nightly
Sat Mat 2pm

Ring the box office on 01282 863210 - evenings only.
Book online at our website phtheatre.co.uk.
Central Garage Fence, Call in or ring them on 01282 617315.
See page 2 for more details.
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