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POPSTARS DAY OUT
Pendle Hippodrome Youth Theatre members were out in force at Colne
ASDA on 26th January to promote their forthcoming show ‘POPSTARS’.
They held a tombola stall in the store foyer and raised a very welcome
£241.33 towards Youth Theatre funds. They handed out flyers promoting
’POPSTARS’ and the Theatre Company’s March production of ‘OUR
HOUSE’ and chatted to customers about the shows.
Thank you ASDA for allowing our youngsters to promote their show and well
done guys for representing the Pendle Hippodrome so well.
You are a credit to our Theatre
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BOOKING
ARRANGEMENTS FOR ALL
PENDLE HIPPODROME
SHOWS
THE THEATRE BOX OFFICE
Will be open for booking on
Friday and Saturday mornings
10 am to 12 noon
from Saturday 25th May
to Friday 7th June
and then Saturday and Sundays
11 am to 1 pm only
until 23rd June
Call in and book your seats
or ring on 01282 863210
during opening hours only.
NO Booking fee
ONLINE
LOG ON TO www.phtheatre.co.uk
Follow the Online Booking
Instructions
Theatre plan available
Online Booking Fee Applicable
BOOKING OUTLET
Central Garage
Wheatley Lane Road Fence
Call in and book your tickets
or ring 01282 617315
NO Booking Fee

ON THE DOOR
COME ALONG TO ANY
PERFORMANCE AND BOOK AT
THE THEATRE BOX OFFICE
TICKETS CAN BE BOOKED FOR
SHOWS AT ANY TIME THE
THEATRE BOX OFFICE IS OPEN

TELEVISION AT THE
THEATRE
As if it wasn’t famous already the
Pendle Hippodrome Theatre is now
more famous than ever.
Did you see Granada reports on 5th
February both the lunchtime and
evening bulletin ? One of the featured
snippets was all about (or as much as
they could fit in to less than a few
minutes) our very own Theatre and
our production of ‘Our House’.
A film crew attended the Theatre the
day before to interview members of
Pendle Hippodrome Theatre
Company and film in the Hippodrome.
As the cast of ‘Our House’ rehearsed
on stage the cameras rolled as the
reporter interviewed Theatre Board of
Directors member Keith Walton about
the origins of the Theatre and how it
was run entirely by volunteers.
Theatre Company member Josh
Hindle leading man in ’Our House’
talked about the current production of
‘Our House’ and Youth Theatre and
Theatre Company Member Maddie
Redman was interviewed about the
youth at the Theatre.
Although all three were interviewed
and asked many questions only small
snatches were actually televised but
there were some great footage of our
rehearsal.
The interviewer even touched on the
subject of our
T h e a t r e
ghost
and
where
you
could catch a
glimpse of it.

Pen dle Hip podr ome T hea tre
Company are delighted to announce
that this years June play will be
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‘Last of the Summer Wine’
The Theatre Company has built up a
great reputation for its a yearly TV
spin off’s and this year’s offering can
only add to that reputation as it
brings to the Hippodrome stage the
absolutely brilliant BBC classic ’Last
Of The Summer Wine’
‘Last Of The Summer Wine’ is a full
length play written and created by
Roy Clarke who wrote the original
’Last of The Summer Wine’ which
was broadcast by the BBC for a total
of 31 series from 1973 to 2010 and
became ‘the not to be missed’
Sunday early evening viewing for
millions of people.
Foggy, Clegg and Compo are reunited for one last adventure. Foggy has
designs on winning the affections of Constance, Nora Batty’s niece and the
long-suffering fiancée of the hapless Gifford Bewmont. With the help of
Clegg, Foggy invites the ladies around for an evening’s entertainment but
the duo are unaware that a mysterious flasher is stalking the local
community.
‘The Last Of The Summer Wine’ will be brought to the Pendle Hippodrome
stage 5th to 8th June at 7.30 pm nightly and will be Directed by Josh Hindle
If you fancy yourself as a Compo, Cleggy or even Nora Batty, come along to
the casting read through on Tuesday 9th April at 7.30 pm in
the Theatre bar. There are five men and two woman in the cast and
features the characters of Compo, Clegg and Foggy and of course it could
not possibly be ‘Last Of The Summer Wine’ without the wonderful Nora
Batty.
Come along and join the cast.
Past, present and new members
will all be welcome to read in
Tickets are £7 each and are now on sale at the Box Office
See page 2 for how to book your seats
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Pendle Hippodrome Theatre
Annual General Meeting
Tuesday 16th April - 7.30 pm at the Theatre

The Pendle Hippodrome Theatre Annual General Meeting is a formal meeting
attended by The Board of Directors and Committee Members of Pendle
Hippodrome Theatre Company, all of whom have voting rights. All other
Company members are invited to the meeting which should take about 30
minutes. When the Official AGM has been formally closed an unofficial Open
Forum will be held where anyone can ask questions of the Board of Directors.
Please come along and support The Pendle Hippodrome Theatre.

NEW STEWARDS NEEDED
The Pendle Hippodrome Theatre is always in need of people
to train as Stewards for the Theatre AND to train as Bar Staff.
Our register of Stewards has been slowly increasing over the last two years, but the
extra events we are booking has put an increasing strain on them! We welcome any
new stewards at the training session and any existing stewards who want to have a
refresher session. 8.00 pm in the Theatre bar Tuesday 16th April, after the AGM.
If you are over 18 and under 80 years of age you can train to be a Steward. The
Theatre cannot open to the public unless there are FIVE Stewards in place
within the public areas and that means we cannot open the doors for any
production (INCLUDING OUR OWN SHOWS) unless we have enough help.
It’s not difficult to become a Theatre Steward. Anyone can come along to the training
session it only takes about an hour and is quite painless. You don’t have to be a
member of the Theatre, Friends or Theatre Company, just a willing volunteer. Once
trained you don’t have to do every night of every show or event, you can choose how
much or how little you do, the more people we have on the list the more we can share
the work around. If you are already a Steward and you need to update your training
you can attend the training evening or by studying the Stewards Training manual and
signing the Stewards register. Come along anyway and meet Martin and the other
Stewards, update your training or find out more and register.

A Stewards Training Session
Tuesday 16th April at 8 pm (following the AGM) at the Theatre
If you are already a trained Steward ring, email or text Joe Whittam or Martin
Cleaver to let them know that you still wish to remain on the list of Stewards for
2019/2020.
Remember; It is compulsory by law for the Theatre to be fully stewarded during an
event. Unless we have enough stewards the show cannot go on.

SECRET CINEMA

Friday 5th April 7.30
The talented members and friends of
The
Theatre
Company are set
to WOW you all
with a great night
of
terrific
entertainment
in
excellent company
hosted by our very
own irrepressible
R i c h a r d
Sanderson.
There is a slight twist to this year’s
Cabaret Evening, just to add to the
fun the men will sing songs usually
sung by women and the woman will
sing songs written for men. The event
will be held in the bar and should be a
great night.
Anyone interested in singing on the
night should contact Josh Hindle by
messaging him on Facebook or see
any PHTC Committee Member and
they will pass your message to Josh.
Tickets are a mere £7 and are
available from Josh or on the door
subject to availability. Or just ask any
Committee Member and they will pass
your details to him. It is advisable to
book as the last two Cabaret Nights
have been completely sold out.
Come along and enjoy a great
evening of the best in live home
grown entertainment at the
Hippodrome.
It will be a brilliant night.
Everyone is welcome but tickets
are limited so make sure you order
yours soon.
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Febr uar y’s
SECR ET
CINEMA at the Theatre
proved to be a very
popular event.
The movie was shown on
the Big Screen Free of
Charge although donations
were gratefully accepted
and both the bar and the
tea bar were open.
We are not permitted to advertise
the Secret Cinema outside the
Theatre but if you would like to
register
at
bookingspht@outlook.com we will email
you to let you know what the next
film is and when it is showing.
SECRET CINEMA 2019
On Friday evenings of the
3rd May, 19th July
P
6th September,
18th October
and 20th December
No need to book just come
along and bring your friends

CANAL CRUISE
The Theatre company
are holding their annual
leisurely cruise and quiz
along the Leeds Liverpool canal on
Friday 5th July. Cast off - 7.30 pm.
This is always an excellent evening
aboard the Marton Emperor amongst
excellent company with a pie and pea
supper served by the crew and a fun quiz
to add to the enjoyment.
Everybody is welcome but numbers are
limited and tickets will go very quickly. I
know it seems like a long time off but last
year we ended up with a waiting list!
Tickets £12.50 per person available from
Pam Lomax on 01282 865337 or
pam.lomax183@gmail.com
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Youth Theatre News
Annual General Meeting
Pendle Hippodrome Youth Theatre are to hold their
Annual General Meeting Early in May (date to be decided)
at Pendle Hippodrome Theatre at 10 am.
Please check the PHYT Facebook page or see the PHYT newsletter for
further details All members and parents are welcome.

‘SHREK The Musical JR’
Frid 21st to Sun 23rd June 2019.
Shrek the Musical JR. is coming to Pendle
Hippodrome in June this year
starring our very own Youth Theatre
Rehearsals for this amazing show began on 3rd March at Encore Dance Studio,
Great George Street, Colne at 10.30 am to 12.30 pm. The show is being Directed
by Laura Schofield who will also act as Musical Director, George Bailey will be
Assistant Technical Director and Cathryn Osborne will Choreograph the
production. Old and new members are all welcome but the show is only open to
members between 10 and 18 years old. There are already 13 new members
enrolled and at the time of going to press enquiries were still coming in.
The show will take place 21st to 23rd June with performances as follows;
Friday 21st June
Evening 7.30 pm
Saturday 22nd June Matinee 2 pm and evening Performance 7.30 pm
Sunday 23rd June
Matinee 2pm.
The cast for the show will be:SHREK
Levi Martin
FIONA
Bella Withnell
DONKEY
Lewis Mumby
LORD FARQUARD James Crickmore
PINOCCHIO
Grace Mumby
GINGY
Polly Gedling
DRAGON
Caeragh McCloy STORYTELLER Eden Barritt
TEEN FIONA
Jessica Austin
YOUNG FIONA Thalia Kerkind-Keraminda
MOMMA OGRE Scarlett Simmonite POPPA OGRE Kaden Doult
MOMMA BEAR
Katie McMillan
POPPA BEAR
Ashley Brennand
BABY BEAR
Kasie Thompson WOLF
Shaun McMillan
WITCH
Natalie Barritt
PETER PAN
Kaden Doult
THREE LITTLE PIGS Evie Burrows, Emma Coulson, Jessica Coulson
CAPTAIN OF THE GUARDS Henry Gorman
The UGLY DUCKLING is yet to be cast.
See PHYT Facebook page or visit www.phtheatre.co.uk
for more information and how to book your seats.

Theatre Company News
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
The Annual General Meeting of the Pendle Hippodrome Theatre Company
was held on 26th February 2019 at the Theatre.
Chairman;
Secretary;

The following Officers and Committees were elected.
Stevan Manley
Treasurer;
Milly Greenwood
Stephen Burrows
Auditor;
Alison Watson

General Committee; Jessica Balderstone, Leisa Chadwick, Josh Hindle,
Pam Lomax,
Lisa Manley,
Marilyn McGinty, Helen Nelson,
Rosemary Osborne, David Smith,
Helen Spencer
Susan Thorp,
Joe Whittam,
,

Board of Directors Pendle Hippodrome Theatre;
Martin Cleaver David Farrer, Milly Greenwood, Frank Lomax,
Stevan Manley, Kevin Mason, David Miller,
Helen Nelson,
Paul Thompson, Keith Walton, Joe Whittam,
Karin Wilson.
‘OKLAHOMA’, the classic Rodgers and Hammerstein’s musical
will be brought to the Hippodrome stage in September 2019. Set
in the American West in 1906, it tells the story of farm girl Laurey
Williams and her courtship by two rival suitors, cowboy Curly
McLain and the sinister and frightening farmhand Jud Fry.
Featuring a full ‘live on stage’ 27 piece Orchestra this singing, dancing, extravaganza
will enthral the Hippodrome audiences from the opening strains of ‘Oh What a
Beautiful Morning’ to the rousing ending of the title song ‘Oklahoma’.
If you would like to be part of this fabulous production an introduction to ‘OKLAHOMA’,
will be held on Monday 1st April at 7.30 pm in the Theatre bar. The Production Team
of Director Richard Sanderson, Musical Director Lisa Manley and Choreographer
Lindsey Taylor, will be introduced and present a brief outline of the show. Rehearsals
will be held on Monday and Thursday evenings with some Sunday rehearsals nearer
the show. Auditions will take place on 28th April and requirements will be outlined at
the introductory evening.
Come along and join the cast. Past, present and new members will all be welcome
but members must be 16 and over and have left school by July 2019.

‘OKLAHOMA’ is being staged 24th to 28th September 2019
***ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS***
Annual Members Subscriptions (Theatre Company Members only)
for Pendle Hippodrome Theatre Company are now due for 2019
Please see Susan Thorp to pay your subscription.
Under 16’s and over 80’s FREE Age 16-19 and 60-80 - £10 Age 20-60 - £20.
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MURDER MYSTERY

The Peaky Blinders themed Murder Mystery hosted by
Pendle Hippodrome Theatre Company in February was a
complete sell out weeks in advance. It was a great
evening with everyone donning fancy dress to join in the
fun. You could have been forgiven for thinking the
Hippodrome had been transported back to the 1920’s.
It was all great fun as everyone tried to work out who had
done the dastardly deed and why. I say everyone, some
people were just enjoying the evening and feasting on the
delicious buffet prepared by the Musical Director of ‘Our
House’ and our next show ‘Oklahoma’ and new committee member Lisa Manley (she
has many strings to her bow) ably assisted by her husband Theatre Company
Chairman Stevan Manley. Thank you Lisa and Stevan.
A huge thank you to Steve Royle, Josh Hindle and David Smith for arranging the
whole evening and setting the plot and to the actors who took part.
A great night was had by all.

SPECIAL AWARD
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At the NODA Districts 3 and 12 Awards at the Dunkenhalgh Hotel in
Clayton le Moors on 2nd February former Chairman of Pendle
Hippodrome Theatre Company and member of the Board of Directors
of Pendle Hippodrome Theatre Keith Walton was awarded the
Special Achievement Award for NODA District 3.
Keith joined St. John’s Operatic & Dramatic Society in 1968 as a
lighting technician when St John’s productions were based at the Palace Theatre
Nelson. In 1973 he joined the committee as Business Manager of St. John’s and took
over as Chairman three years later, a position he held for the next 32 years.
In 1978 three local societies St John AO&DS, Colne Operatic Society and Freelance
Society joined together to buy our own Theatre, the Hippodrome. Keith as Chairman
of one of the three societies was a driving force, amongst others, in the purchase and
renovation of the Pendle Hippodrome, the Theatre we now call home.
In 2008 the two remaining original Societies, St. John AO&DS and Colne Operatic
Society, merged to form Pendle Hippodrome Theatre Company. Keith became the
Chairman of this new group “just to get it up and running” 8 years and multiple
productions later Keith was still at the helm.
In 2016 he decided that enough was enough and that If he didn’t physically step
down he’d still be Chairman for many more years to come. So at the PHTC AGM in
February 2016 Keith finally handed the baton over to Stevan Manley.
There is no job too large or small for Keith and his band of merry men. He is at the
Theatre most days, Monday and Wednesday nights, Tuesday, Saturday and Sunday
mornings! Cleaning, polishing, repairing, redecorating, revamping, you name it
Keith’s on it.
He is also one of our main set and props builders. One of the highlights was when
the youth theatre performed ‘Phantom of the Opera’. Keith and his team built two
boxes, one on either side of the proscenium arch, and if you had never stepped foot
in our theatre before you would have thought they were original. Remember the
chandelier in Phantom or the set for Fawlty Towers - Keith and Co.
Keith has also been a staunch member of the Board of Directors who run the theatre
on our behalf, since the Theatre was purchase in 1978. He is still there, assisting with
the planning and design of the alterations to the pub we have bought next door to
give us an expanded bar and more importantly easy wheel chair access and disabled
toilet facilities, difficult to achieve in a building built in 1914!
Everyone associated with the Theatre will have a tale to tell about Keith and his
dedication to the Theatre and the Societies and I could probably fill the entire
magazine and more. As Keith never likes to be the centre of attention and much
prefers to be in the background, trying to get him to the Friday night performance of
’Our House’ to accept the Award from Theatre Company Chairman, Stevan Manley,
on behalf of NODA, short of a taser and straight jacket, required a cunning plan. To
get him there Keith, with the help of his wife Marilyn, was put in charge of the pie and
peas, which he also made and is just another string to his bow.

CONGRATULATIONS ON THE AWARD KEITH
THOROUGHLY DESERVED
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LIFE MEMBER

The highest honour that
Pendle
Hippodrome
Theatre Company can
bestow on a member of the
Company
is
‘Life
Membership’ .
At the Theatre Company’s Annual
General Meeting, which was held on 26th
February, that honour was bestowed upon
Julie Scott of Pendle Hippodrome Theatre
Company and Chairman of Pendle
Hippodrome Youth Theatre.
Julie went along to Pendle Hippodrome
Youth Theatre when her daughter joined
in 1995. She soon became a member of
Colne Operatic Society working
backstage as one of the props team. She
was co-opted as Secretary of the Youth
Theatre and took over the role of
Chairman when Bev Hemingway stepped
down due to work commitments in May
2015, a position she still holds today.
Julie regularly attends the Theatre’s
Board of Directors meetings as the Youth
Theater’s representative and is one of our
Front of House Managers.
Julie, among her other titles, can now
proudly call herself a ‘Life Member of
Pendle Hippodrome Theatre Company’

COFFEE MORNING
Pendle Hippodrome Youth
Theatre are holding a Coffee Morning in
the Theatre Bar on
Saturday 11th May 11 am to 1 pm.
There will be tea and coffee plus many
other attractions including a Tombola
stall, a cake stall or why not have your
picture taken with their SHEK poster to
show to all your friends.
Pop in any time between 11am and 1 pm
and you can book your tickets for ‘Shrek’
or ‘Last of The Summer Wine’ while you
are there.

NEW FACES
Following Pendle Hippodrome Theatre
Company’s AGM on 26th February two
new members were elected to the
Theatre Company Committee. Lisa
Manley and Marilyn McGinty took over
the positions vacated by Charis
Deighton and Lindsey Brady who left
earlier in the year. Charis decided to
step down as she is very busy with
work and preparing for her wedding
and Lindsey is taking a well earned
break.
Thank you Lindsey and Charis
The Committee would like welcome
Lisa and Marilyn who are no strangers
to the Hippodrome. Lisa is a regular
Musical Director with both the Theatre
Company and Pendle Hippodrome
Youth Theatre. Marilyn has appeared in
numerous shows as one of our regular
chorus members.
A very warm welcome to you both.
After 10 years as a member of Pendle
Hippodrome Theatre’s Board of
Directors Andrew Walton has decided
to stand down due to family and work
commitments.
Andrew was the
Theatre’s webmaster, poster designer,
sound engineer and a regular member
of the maintenance team. The Board
of Directors would like to thank Andrew
for his dedication to the Theatre.
Thank you Andrew
Helen Nelson was unanimously elected
to serve on the Hippodrome Board and
join the Directors of the Theatre. Helen
is internet Publicity Officer for the
Theatre Company and although she
has not been officially assigned a job
by the Board yet we hope she will carry
on with her publicity duties not only for
the Theatre Company but now for the
whole of Pendle Hippodrome Theatre.
Welcome Helen.

MAYBE NEXT TIME
As reported in the February
edition of Footlight Forum
Pendle Hippodrome Youth
Theatre
and
Pendle
Hippodrome
Theatre
Company received 23
nominations for the NODA
North West District 3 and 12 Awards
Unfortunately we have to report that
none of our nominations went on to win
an Award.
Congratulations to all our nominees.
It is always an honour to be nominated
and we wish you all better success in the
future.

SKY DIVE
On 20th April Theatre
Company
m em ber
Steve Royle will take a
Leap of Faith as he makes a tandem sky
dive, all in the name of charity.
Steve is a member of Pendle
Hippodrome Theatre Company and has
just appeared in ‘Our House’ where he
played Mr Pressman. He will perform the
terrifying charity jump with the Black
Knights Parachute Team from Lancaster
raising money for the North West Air
Ambulance charity.
Steve will be stepping, jumping or falling
out of a plane in memory of his dad
Dennis Royle who was a member of
Pendle Hippodrome Theatre Company
for over 50 years.
If you would like to sponsor Steve who
has already raised over £1000 for this
extremely worthy cause you can do so by
seeing Steve or donate online at
www.justgiving.com/fundraisng/steveroyle1.
GOOD LUCK STEVE
We will all be thinking of you but I hope
you will forgive us if we don’t join you!

STOP PRESS
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NODA have appointed a new District
3 Representative. David Slater has
decided to move on and has taken
over from Christine Hunter Hughes as
Festival Adjudicator for the NW
Drama Festival. Thank you to David
for all his work for local NODA groups
over the past few years.
Our new District Representative is
Paul Mason. Paul is not a stranger to
the Hippodrome and Directed ‘Don’t
Dress For Dinner’ at the Theatre a few
years ago. He recently reviewed the
Youth Theatre’s POPSTARS.
Full details about Paul will be in the
next issue of Footlight Forum .

It is with sadness that we
report the death of
Sheila Wood
21st February 2019
Aged 75 years
Sheila joined St John AO&DS for the
1980 Autumn production of ‘The
Dancing Years’ and became a regular
chorus member with the Society for
several years. She was a member of
Temple Street Pantomime Society
an d D ir ect ed m an y of th e ir
productions . Following the closure of
the Civic Theatre in Nelson and a
brief spell at The Muni the Pantomime
Society moved its productions to the
Hippodrome where Sheila performed
as a member of their chorus and
many other tasks until the closure of
Temple Street Chapel in 2009. She
will be sadly missed and fondly
remembered.
We would like to express our
sincere condolences to all
her family and friends.

Pendle Hippodrome Theatre Company invite you to a
In the Theatre bar on Friday 5th April from 7.30 pm.

All Tickets £7

Mr Pennine Bodybuilding Competition 2019
Saturday 27th April 2019 from 12pm Tickets £14 Book Online
See their website for details https://www.mrpennine.co.uk
Pendle Hippodrome
Theatre

Secret Cinema

Friday 3rd May

Register for details
at bookingspht@outlook.com
Bar and Tea Bar

at 7.30 pm

FREE
Film Screening

Pendle
Hippodrome
Youth Theatre

Sat 11th May
11 am - 1 pm

The George Michael Story
Friday 14th June Tickets £16 - £20

from www.ticketsource.co.uk/the-george-michael-story

Doors 7 for
7.30 pm

PENDLE HIPPODROME THEATRE COMPANY

presents Roy Clarke’s

Weds 5th to Sat 8th June at 7.30
present
Performances:- Friday 21st June Evening 7.30 pm
Saturday 22nd June Matinee 2 pm and
Saturday Evening Performance 7.30 pm
Sunday 23rd June
Matinee 2 pm

See our website www.phtheatre.co.uk for all booking details and book online.
Ring the telephone booking number 01282 617315.
Call in at Central Garage Fence or the Theatre Box Office during events.
Editor: Milly Greenwood Tel: 01282 690598 e-mail millyg@btinternet.com
Pendle Hippodrome Theatre, New Market Street, Colne, Lancs, BB8 9BJ
Tel. 01282 863210

www.phtheatre.co.uk and Facebook
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