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Charity Concert ‘Dance The Night Away’
Raises £3475.00
Congratulation to the cast of ‘Dance the Night Away’, a charity concert in
memory of Theatre Company Life Member Dennis Royle and hosted by
Pendle Hippodrome Theatre Company. It was a fantastic success and
completely filled the Hippodrome raising £3475 which was split between
Pendleside Hospice and The Stroke Association.
The concert, featuring members of Pendle Hippodrome Theatre Company
and invited guests, was Directed by Dennis’s grandson Josh Hindle and
David Smith with guest choreographers setting the dance routines. Howard
Raw compered the evening and also performed a guest spot.
The Youth Theatre opened the show with excerpts from their production of
‘Annie’ which was staged just 2 weeks later. Then the Company took to the
stage with a selection of song and dance from West End to Broadway and
more. It was spectacular evening of entertainment showcasing some of the
wonderful talent that Pendle Hippodrome has to offer.
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Booking
Arrangements for
ALL Pendle
Hippodrome Shows

MOVIE NIGHT AT THE
HIPPODROME
ROCKY HORROR PICTURE SHOW

AT THE THEATRE
THE THEATRE BOX OFFICE
WILL BE OPEN FOR BOOKING
WEDNESDAYS, FRIDAYS
and SATURDAYS
10.00 am - 12 noon
from
Saturday 26th May
Call in and book your seats or ring
on 01282 863210 during opening
hours. NO Booking fee

ONLINE
LOG IN TO

www.phtheatre.co.uk
Follow the Online Booking
Instructions

Theatre plan available
Online Booking Fee Applicable

BOOKING OUTLET
Central Garage Fence
Call in and book your tickets
or ring them on
01282 617315
NO Booking Fee

ON THE DOOR
COME ALONG TO ANY
PERFORMANCE AND BOOK AT
THE THEATRE BOX OFFICE.
TICKETS CAN BE BOOKED FOR
SHOWS ANY TIME THE THEATRE
BOX OFFICE IS OPEN AT
PENDLE HIPPODROME EVENTS

No sorry we are not staging ‘The Rocky
Horror Picture Show’ but we are showing
the film on the Big Screen on Friday 13th
April at 7.30pm.
Everyone is invited to dress up in their
bes t
b as q ues ,
st oc k ings
a nd
suspenders, or whatever one wears to
this brilliant cult masterpiece, and come
along and ‘Timewarp’ along with the best
of them.
Fancy Dress Optional
Tickets are just £6
or just come along on the night.
Remember this is the FILM not a show.

Summer
Holiday
(1963)
It’s time to get ready
for those halcyon days of summer as we
join Cliff and the Shadows for the classic
1963 movie ‘Summer Holiday’ on
Saturday 2nd June at 7.30.
As the boys travel across Europe in their
big red bus they sing and dance to some
of the best songs of the 60s. Re-live your
youth or just come along and enjoy.
Tickets are just £6
Feeling left out after Rocky Horror then
why not dress up in your best 60’s gear!
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Wed 13th to Sat 16th June at 7.30 pm nightly
In the centenary year of the ending of WW1 Pendle Hippodrome Theatre Company
will bring three episodes of the hilarious BBC comedy ‘Blackadder Goes Forth’ to
the Hippodrome stage on Wed 13th to Sat 16th June 2018 at 7.30pm nightly.
Time has progressed and now Edmund Blackadder is a professional soldier in the
British Army who, until the outbreak of the Great War, has enjoyed a relatively
danger-free existence fighting natives who were usually "two feet tall and armed
with dried grass". But it's 1917 and our hero Blackadder, who is now a Captain,
finds himself on the Western Front trapped in the trenches commanding gallantbut-dumb Lieutenant George St. Barleigh and the even dumber Private Baldrick.
With another ‘big push’ planned Captain Blackadder is waiting in fear of the
dreaded order to go 'over the top' from the patently insane and mad as a box of
frogs, General Melchett. Blackadder devises a series of doomed attempts to
escape the trenches and certain death always with the offer of one of Baldrick's
cunning plans.
Written by Award winning writers Richard Curtis and Ben Elton this colourful highly
comic farce is full of lampooning of the folly of war and the upper classes who ran it
The lions led by the donkeys!
At the time of going to press ‘Blackadder Goes Forth’ was not fully cast but your
editor is assured that a brilliant cast is being assembled including several members
of the original 2016 cast of ‘Blackadder The Elizabethan One’!
The show is Directed by Rosemary Osborne.

All Tickets £7
See page 2 for ways to book your seats.
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Pendle Hippodrome Theatre
Annual General Meeting
Tuesday 17th April - 7.30 pm at the Theatre

The Pendle Hippodrome Theatre Annual General Meeting is a formal meeting
attended by The Board of Directors and Committee Members of Pendle
Hippodrome Theatre Company, all of whom have voting rights. All other
Company members are invited to the meeting which should take about 30
minutes. When the Official AGM has been formally closed an unofficial Open
Forum will be held where anyone can ask questions of the Board of Directors.
Please come along and support The Pendle Hippodrome Theatre.

NEW STEWARDS URGENTLY NEEDED
The Pendle Hippodrome Theatre is desperately in need of people
to train as Stewards for the Theatre AND to train as Bar Staff.

AND THIS MEANS YOU
Our register of Stewards has been slowly declining over the years for
various reasons, mostly our current Stewards are not getting any
younger and are fast reaching the age of retirement.
If you are over 18 and under 80 years of age you can train to be a
Steward. The Theatre cannot open to the public unless there are FIVE
Stewards in place within the public areas and that means we cannot
open the doors for any production (INCLUDING OUR OWN SHOWS)
unless we have enough help.
It’s not difficult to become a Theatre Steward. Anyone can come along to the
training session it only takes about an hour and is quite painless. You don’t have to
be a member of the Theatre, Theatre Company or Friends, just a willing volunteer.
Once trained you don’t have to do every night of every show or event, you can
choose how much or how little you do, the more people we have on the list the
more we can share the work around. If you are already a Steward you need to
update your training on a yearly basis either by attending the training evening or by
studying the Stewards Training manual and signing the Stewards register.
Come along to a training session to find out more and register.

A Stewards Training session is to be held on
Wednesday 17th April at 8 pm (following the AGM)
at the Theatre
Remember; It is compulsory by law for the Theatre
to be fully stewarded during an event.
Unless we have enough stewards the show cannot go on.

Pendle Hippodrome Theatre Company
New Life Members
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The highest honour that Pendle Hippodrome Theatre Company can bestow on a
member of the Company is ‘Life Membership’.
At the Theatre Company’s Annual General Meeting, which was held on a very
snowy night in February, that honour was bestowed upon five of Pendle
Hippodrome Theatre Company members Penelope Hatfield, Lisa Manley, Paul and
Fiona Thompson and Claire Whittam. They were all introduced to the world of
Theatre and music through their parents and have continued the family tradition.
Both Fiona and Penelope began their life on stage as dancers. Penelope, when she
is not taking the role of leading lady as she did in the ‘Pajama Game’, is to be found
backstage and is one of our stage managers, as she was for the Youth Theatre’s
recent production of ‘Annie’. Fiona has also appeared in countless shows and is
currently Wardrobe Mistress for the Youth Theatre and is a member of Pendle
Hippodrome Youth Theatre Committee. Paul is usually part of our backstage staff
although he occasionally, like Penelope and Fiona, ventures on stage. He is also
very active in local Drama Societies. Paul is a member of The Board of Directors of
Pendle Hippodrome Theatre and our Bar Secretary. Claire has acted as Assistant
Front of House Manager for Pendle Hippodrome Theatre Company for many years
and can be found in the Box Office at all PHTC shows. She also runs our outside
ticket booking agency at Central Garage Fence. Lisa has been Musical Director for
countless Theatre Company and Youth Theatre shows. If she is not musically
directing a show then you will find her in the orchestra pit as part of the Orchestra.
In 2013 Lisa changed roles and Directed ’Footloose the Musical’ for our Youth
Theatre.
The ladies were presented with bouquets of flowers at the Annual General Meeting
by Pendle Hippodrome Theatre Company Chairman Stevan Manley (Paul joined at
wife Fiona’s bouquet). Unfortunately Lisa could not be present at the meeting.
In honour of their many years of dedication and hard work in all aspects of the
Theatre they can now proudly
Fiona
Paul Penelope Claire
call themselves ‘Life Members of
Pendle Hippodrome Theatre
Company’.
CONGRATULATIONS
TO THEM ALL

Lisa

6

Youth Theatre News
Annual General Meeting
Pendle Hippodrome Youth Theatre are to hold their
Annual General Meeting on
Sunday 29th April 2018
at Pendle Hippodrome Theatre at 10.00 am.
Please check the PHYT Facebook page
or see the PHYT newsletter for further details

All members and parents are welcome.

The Youth Theatre is back to normal, no more Sunday mornings in bed guys, and
has already begun preparing for POPSTARS. Note; rehearsals are being held at
Pendle Hippodrome Theatre (see page 8) Auditions will provisionally take place
on 24th June. Members of the Youth Theatre are all ready for another hectic year
and new members, 10 years and over, will be welcome to come along and join the
happy crowd providing there are places available. POPSTARS will be staged in
February 2019. The Director is Josh Hindle who Directed the excellent ‘Elf’ for the
Youth Theatre in 2017. Tim Mason will be Musical Director and Dan Mason is
Choreographer and will set all those lively and energetic dances.
Are you over 10 years old and want to be part of it?
Performing and non-performing members are all welcome, no previous experience
is necessary and no audition is required to take part in a production although
auditions are required for principal roles. Membership is currently £15 per year and
there is a £1 per rehearsal charge which covers expenses and insurance etc.
Rehearsals are held on Sunday mornings 10.30 am to 12.30 pm with rehearsals
extended to 3 pm nearer the show.
Come along and join, POPSTARS is just the start

WORKSHOPS
The Youth Theatre is holding not 1 but 3 workshops. Drama, Make-up and
CPR training running on a ‘round robin’ basis on 8th April at the Theatre at
10.30 am. All Youth Theatre members are invited to come and take part.

‘ANNIE’
Members of the Youth Theatre enjoyed a very successful day out at ASDA where
they ran a Tombola stall raising £315 towards their show ’Annie’. They handed out
‘Annie’ and ‘Spamalot’ flyers plus, at the nearby Pets at Home you could meet
‘Annie’ and her canine co-star ‘Sandy’. Then it was home, a quick tea and off to
join the cast of ‘Dance the Night Away’ at the Theatre. Well done guys.

Theatre Company News
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
The Annual General Meeting of the Pendle Hippodrome Theatre Company was
held on 27th February 2018 at the Theatre.
The following Officers and Committees were elected.
Chairman; Stevan Manley
Treasurer;
Milly Greenwood
Secretary; Stephen Burrows
Auditor;
Alison Watson
General Committee; Lindsey Brady, Leisa Chadwick, Charis Deighton,
Josh Hindle, Pam Lomax, Helen Nelson, Rosemary Osborne,
David Smith, Helen Spencer Susan Thorp, Joe Whittam,
,

Board of Directors Pendle Hippodrome Theatre;
Martin Cleaver David Farrer,
Milly Greenwood,
Stevan Manley, Kevin Mason,
David Miller,
Andrew Walton, Keith Walton, Joe Whittam,

Frank Lomax,
Paul Thompson,
Karin Wilson.

An introduction to ‘Guys and Dolls’, the Theatre Company’s Autumn 2018
production, will be held on Monday 16th April at 7.30 pm in the Theatre bar.
The Production Team of Director David Hulme, Lisa Manley Musical Director and
Cathryn Osborne Choreographer, will be introduced and present a brief outline of
the show. Rehearsals will be held at the Theatre on Monday and Thursday
evenings with some Sunday rehearsals nearer the show unless otherwise advised
(see page 8). Audition date is set for Sunday 13th May and requirements will be
confirmed at the introductory evening.
Come along and join the cast.
Past, present and new members will all be welcome.
‘Guys and Dolls’ is being staged 25th to 29th September 2018
***ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS***
Annual Members Subscriptions (Theatre Company Members only)
for Pendle Hippodrome Theatre Company are now due for 2018
Please see Susan Thorp to pay your subscription.
Under 16’s and over 80’s FREE Age 16-19 and 60-80 - £10 Age 20-60 - £20.
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ON THE MOVE

Pendle Hippodrome Theatre
Company and Pendle Hippodrome
Youth Theatre are moving
future rehearsals to the
Hippodrome Theatre.
For many years both PHTC
and PHYT have held
rehearsals
at
Colne
Ambulance Hall. It has often
been said that we have our
own Theatre so why
rehearse elsewhere. It was
agreed by the Theatre Board and the
two groups that this was the way
forward and rehearsals will in future be
based at Pendle Hippodrome Theatre.
It is hoped that all our members, new
and old, will get to know and
appreciate our wonderful Theatre
better, after all, it is YOUR Theatre.
Rehearsals will remain Monday and
Thursday for the Theatre Company
and Sunday mornings for the Youth
Theatre. It means that PHTC and
PHYT can now rehearse on the
Hippodrome stage and gain a better
perspective of the space available for
the actual production. Initial singing
rehearsals and smaller principal
rehearsals will be held in the Theatre
Bar area. If for any reason either
Company is unable to use the Theatre
because it is in use alternative
arrangements will be notified:
Please read your call sheets carefully.
Editors note: The Hippodrome is our
Theatre its not just a place we go to
perform. Work goes on at the Theatre all
year round not just show week. When the
new extension (the former Derby Arms) is
renovated there will be additional rehearsal
rooms there. The sooner it is completed
the better but we need help and money to
do that. If you or anyone you know wants
to get involved please come along. Just
ask what needs doing and soon ALL
rehearsals can be held at YOUR Theatre.

NODA North West
AWARDS
The 2018 AGM and Awards for NODA
North West region will once again be
held at the Mercure Hotel, Manchester
Piccadilly on the Saturday 5th May
(Youth) and Sunday 6th May 2018
(Adult).
The Hippodrome Award winners from
the District 3 Awards Night have been
put forward for the main NODA North
West Awards. They are:Theatre Company member Jill Harrison
who has been nominated for the Award
for Best Female Comedy Performer for
her portrayal of Mabel in ‘The Pajama
Game’ in March. Fellow Theatre
Company member Ben Fontaine is
nominated for Best Supporting Actor in
a Musical for his role of Tom Collins in
the September production of ‘RENT’
and for Best Supporting Female in a
Play Award Marina Butterworth has
been nominated for her various roles in
‘It’s a Wonderful Life - Radio Play’.
Pendle Hippodrome Youth Theatre will
not miss out on the accolades as
Fletcher Smith has been nominated for
Best Youth Comedy Performance as
Buddy in ‘Elf jr’’
Congratulations to all the nominees
and we will keep our fingers crossed
for your success.
Jill

Fletcher

Ben

Marina

What’s Going On - Dates for your Diary

THE
NIGHT AT
OME
HIPPODR
Saturday 7th April at 7.30 pm
Following the hugely successful
evening in 2017 Pendle Hippodrome
Theatre Company are to present
another brilliant Cabaret Night in the
Hippodrome Theatre bar on 7th April.
The talented members and friends of
The Theatre Company are set to WOW
you all with a great night of terrific
entertainment in excellent company
presenting a superb Cabaret and
hosted by our own Josh Hindle. And to
top it all off there will be a music quiz to
test your brains.
The bar will be open and anyone
interested in singing on this brilliant
night should contact Jos h by
messaging him on Facebook or see
any PHTC committee members and
they will pass your message to Josh.
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A cardiac arrest can happen to
anyone, anywhere, at any time.
Would you know how to
help someone who was having
a heart attack?
Pendle Hippodrome Theatre is
offering a free CPR (Cardio
Pulmonary Resuscitation) course on
Saturday 7th April at 11 am in the
Theatre Bar. It’s vital that as many
people as possible learn about this
very important way of saving lives.
The Course is open to everyone
including the general public and all
Hippodrome members on a first come
first served basis. Please come
along and learn the basic
techniques of CPR. You may be
able to help save someone's life.

CANAL CRUISE

Tickets are a mere £7 and are available
from Josh Hindle or on the door subject
to availability. Or just ask any
Committee Member and they will pass
your details to Josh.

The Theatre company
are holding their annual
leisurely cruise and quiz along the
Leeds Liverpool canal on Friday 6th July. Cast off at 7.30pm.

There’s nothing on the box these days
and what there is you can watch later
on catch up. Come along and enjoy a
great evening of the best in live home
grown entertainment at the
Hippodrome.

This is an excellent evening aboard
the Marton Emperor amongst
excellent company with a pie and pea
supper served by the crew and a fun
quiz set by Geoff Horn to add to the
enjoyment. Everybody is welcome
but numbers are limited and tickets
will go very quickly.

It will be a brilliant night
Everyone is welcome but tickets
are limited so make sure you
order yours soon.

Tickets £12.50 per person available
from Pam Lomax on 01282 865337
or text 07969 066 396.
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PUB PROGRESS
It’s been a bit of a roller coaster ride
at the Theatre for the past few
months. Well it’s always a roller
coaster ride but with ‘Annie’,
‘Madagascar’ and ‘Spamalot’ plus
Nelson Dance Festival and other
events it’s been more of a roller
coaster ride than ever.
The pub renovations have taken a
bit of a back seat but things are
progr ess ing slowl y. Anot her
consultation with the architect and
builder will be taking place soon.
On another front, or back, the
Church wall at the back of the
Theatre yard is now complete and
the council is renovating the top
half, which they own, so we can put
the containers back in place.
There’s always plenty to do at the
Hippodrome, it’s just trying to find
the time to do it!

History Time
Here is another snippet from
the early days of The
Hippodrome by David Miller
and his sister.
The Directors of the Darwen
Theatre Royal gave their General
manager, Mr Thomas Baker, a
complimentary farewell benefit on
the 19th inst. when the current
week’s bill was supplemented by
Artistes from near and far. Mr Baker
leaves Darwen at the end of the
month to take over the management
of the Hippodrome Colne, Lancs,
now in the course of erection, and to
be opened on August 31st under the
proprietorship of Messrs. Cook,
Hardcastle and Rawlinson.
From The Era publication
27th May 1914.

COMMITTEE CHANGES
Following Pendle Hippodrome Theatre
Company’s AGM on 26th February two new
members were elected to the Committee.
Charis Deighton and Pam Lomax took over
the vacant positions left by Elizabeth
O’Connell and Fiona Thompson
Fiona was first elected to the committee in
2010 and Liz has been a Committee
Member since 2007 when the Theatre
Company was formed by the amalgamation
of St John AO&DS and Colne OS. Both
ladies decided to step down as they
deserved a well earned rest. But they are
not disappearing altogether, no one
escapes that easily, Fiona is a member of
PHYT Committee and their Wardrobe
Mistress and is one of our regular Monday
night Wardrobe Ladies plus she has
countless other roles within the Theatre.
Liz is currently Wardrobe Mistress for
PHTC and has been Social Committee
Chairman and casting Committee
Chairman for many years and will continue
with some of her duties.
The Committee would like to welcome Pam
and Charis who are no strangers to the
Hippodrome. Pam is Craft Fair Committee
Chairman and is the Theatre’s Wardrobe
Mistress. Charis was a member of PHYT
before graduating to PHTC where she has
appeared in numerous shows and recently
played Patsy in PHTC’s SPAMALOT.

Liz

Stevan

Fiona

Theatre Company Chairman, Stevan
Manley, presented Liz and Fiona with
bouquets at PHTC AGM in recognition of
their long and valued service to PHTC.

Theatre People in the News
WEDDING BELLS
Engagement
NILON - DURKIN
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HERBERT - DEIGHTON
Theatre Company Members Charis
Deighton and Jack Herbert are
delighted to announce their
engagement.

Pendle Hippodrome Theatre Company
member Miss Sophie Nilon was married to
Mr Tom Durkin at The Coniston Hotel
Skipton on 11th March.
Sophie played the part of ‘Irene Malloy’ in
PHTC’s production ‘Hello Dolly’ and has
appeared in the chorus of many PHTC
shows. She is also one of the regular
Hippodrome Bar Staff.
CONGRATULATIONS TO
SOPHIE AND TOM

OFF TO PASTURES NEW
Pendle Hippodrome Life Member Mrs
Muriel Warburton has decided to leave the
fold and move to Lytham St Annes on the
Fylde coast.
She has moved into
Fosbrook House independent living
accommodation for retired Church of
England Clergy and Church workers.
She has been a very valued member of
St John’s AO&DS since 1960 when she
moved to the area with her late husband
the Rev. W Warburton who was Life
President of St John’s AO&DS and Pendle
Hippodrome Theatre Company. She
joined the Social Committee of St John’s
on her retirement in 1981 and until
recently was Social Committee Chairman.
We would like to wish Mrs Warburton a
very happy and long retirement and hope
that this will not be Goodbye but ………...
Au Revoir

Jack and Charis are no strangers to
the Hippodrome stage. Jack was
formally with Basics and joined
PHTC to play Jesus in the
Company’s production of ‘Jesus
Christ Superstar’. He played Roger
in ‘Grease’ and was Musical
Director for the recent production of
‘RENT’.
Charis was a member of PHYT and
jointly played the part of Eponine in
the much acclaimed 1996 ‘Les
Miserables’. She went on to join
PHTC and has just finished playing
Patsy in ‘SPAMALOT’ at the theatre.
Jack and Charis met while
rehearsing for a play at The Little
Theatre in Colne and since then
their romance has blossomed. Very
romantically Jack proposed to
Charis on Valentines Day whilst
they were having a Theatre Break in
Stratford on Avon and London.
Oh course Charis said Yes.
CONGRATULATIONS TO
CHARIS AND JACK
Jack
and
Charis with
A w a r d s
they
won
jointly
for
‘Kissing Sid
J a m e s ’
which was
staged
at
The
Little
Theatre.
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See our website phtheatre.co.uk for all bookings and book online.
Ring the telephone booking number 01282 617315.
Call in at Central Garage Fence.
Tickets on the door.
Editor: Milly Greenwood Tel: 01282 690598 e-mail millyg@btinternet.com
Pendle Hippodrome Theatre, New Market Street, Colne, Lancs, BB8 9BJ
Tel. 01282 863210

www.phtheatre.co.uk
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