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END OF AN ERA
After over 40 years as
Chairman
of
Pendle
Hippodrome
Theatre
Company, and formerly St
John’s AO&DS (with just a
short break many years ago),
Keith Walton has decided to
step down and take a well
earned retirement.
At the Theatre Company’s
Annual General meeting on
21st February he formally
handed over the reins of the
Company to Stevan Manley
who was unanimously voted
The new Chairman of Pendle Hippodrome into the position of Chairman
Theatre Company Stevan Manley with
of PHTC by the members
retiring Chairman Keith Walton
present.
On behalf of the Theatre Company Committee and members past and
present, Joe Whittam, Vice Chairman of Pendle Hippodrome Theatre
Company, presented Keith with an engraved decanter along with two
glasses and a bottle of Gin (Keith’s favourite tipple) in recognition of his
many years of service and dedication to the Company. Keith thanked the
Theatre Company Committee and members for the gifts and said he was
not leaving the Company altogether but he felt it was the right time to take a
step back and hand over the Theatre Company to the next generation.
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Booking
Arrangements for ALL
Pendle Hippodrome
Shows
AT THE THEATRE
THE THEATRE BOX OFFICE
WILL BE OPEN FOR BOOKING
WEDNESDAY, FRIDAY
and SATURDAY
10.00 am - 1.00 pm
from 20th May to 9th June
Call in and book your seats or ring
on 01282 863210 during
opening hours.
NO Booking fee

ONLINE
LOG IN TO www.phtheatre.co.uk
Follow the Online Booking Instructions

Theatre plan available
Online Booking Fee Applicable

BOOKING OUTLET

THE CRUEL SEA
13th May at 7.30 pm
Not to be missed the
season of Classic films
at the Hippodrome continues with ‘The
Cruel Sea’ released in 1953 and based
on the book by Nicholas Monsarrat.
It is a classic example of the docudramatic style that spurned the gung-ho
heroics of Hollywood and characterised
the best British war films. The
performances of Jack Hawkins and his
all-star crew reinforce the sense of
realism.
This is a story of the Battle of the
Atlantic, the story of an ocean, two ships,
and a handful of men. The men are the
heroes; the heroines are the ships. The
only villain is the sea, the cruel sea, that
man has made more cruel...
Tickets £6
See opposite for ways to book tickets
or just come along on the night.

Central Garage Fence
Call in and book your tickets or ring
01282 617315
NO Booking Fee

ON THE DOOR
COME ALONG TO ANY
PERFORMANCE AND BOOK AT
THE THEATRE BOX OFFICE

COME TO THE CABARET
The combined talents of Pendle
Hippodrome Theatre Company and
Pendle Hippodrome Youth Theatre are
joining forces to host a Cabaret Night
in the Theatre Bar on

Saturday 15th July at 7.30pm
Full details and the line up will be
announced in
the next issue of
Footlight Forum.

Fawlty Towers
Pendle Hippodrome Theatre Company is
to present three episodes of ‘Fawlty
Towers’ in June 2018.
On 31st October 2017 there will be an
introductory evening held in the Theatre
Bar at 7.30 for anyone interested in
taking part in the play.
The Director will outline the 3 episodes to
be staged and the cast requirements.
Rehearsals begin in the spring of 2018.
Past, present and new members
are all very welcome.
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Pendle Hippodrome Theatre Company are having a year off from performing their
usual TV spin off comedy and perform a completely different spin off FILM comedy.

“It’s a Wonderful Life: A Live Radio Play”
For anyone that has managed to make their way through life without seeing the film
version of ‘It’s a Wonderful Life’ it is about to be brought to life on the Pendle
Hippodrome stage. It is about the life of George Bailey who is a man with great
ambitions yet his good nature has meant he has never been able to leave the
sleepy up-state New York town of Bedford Falls. Now things have come to a head
and he’s contemplating ending it all on Christmas Eve. But can rookie second class
angel Clarence, intent on earning his wings, be the one to convince him that he
really has a Wonderful Life, and what the world would have been like if George
Bailey had never lived.
This story might be a classic but there is a clever twist thrown in: it is not a
straightforward play, instead we watch as the actors gather together in 1949 to
record a radio play version of this heart warming family classic masterpiece.
The actors portray numerous characters in the story, plus their own radio actors
characters, creating a sense of fun as the play within a play and the story of ’It’s a
Wonderful Life’ unfolds. This is accompanied by the live on stage ingenious sound
effects of clomping feet, high winds and closing doors, to name but a few, in this
behind the scenes clever and funny play. Complete with ‘applause boards’ and
period commercials the play will keep you captivated throughout.

The play is not yet cast and a casting read through will be held
in the bar at Pendle Hippodrome Theatre on 3 April at 7.30pm.
If you would like to attend please contact Stevan on
stevan.manley@gmail.com for the details of the cast required.
And you never know, an Angel may get his wings!
Tickets are £7 and will be on sale soon
See opposite page for how to book your seats or check with our website
www.phtheatre.co.uk for more details

4

Pendle Hippodrome Theatre
Annual General Meeting
Wednesday 25th April - 7.30 pm at the Theatre

The Pendle Hippodrome Theatre Annual General Meeting is a formal meeting
attended by The Board of Directors and Committee Members of Pendle
Hippodrome Theatre Company, all of whom have voting rights. All other
Company members are invited to the meeting which should take about 30
minutes. When the Official AGM has been formally closed an unofficial Open
Forum will be held where anyone can ask questions of the Board of Directors.
Please come along and support The Pendle Hippodrome Theatre.

NEW STEWARDS URGENTLY NEEDED
The Pendle Hippodrome Theatre is desperately in need of people
to train as Stewards for the Theatre AND to train as Bar Staff.

AND THIS MEANS YOU
Our register of Stewards has been slowly declining over the years for
various reasons, mostly our current Stewards are not getting any
younger and have reached the age of retirement.
If you are over 18 and under 80 years of age you can train to be a
Steward. The Theatre cannot open to the public unless there are FIVE
Stewards in place within the public areas and that means we cannot
open the doors for any production (INCLUDING OUR OWN SHOWS)
unless we get more help.
It’s not difficult to become a Theatre Steward. Anyone can come along and train at
one of our training sessions, it only takes about an hour and is quite painless. You
don’t have to be a member of the Theatre, Friends or Theatre Company just a
willing volunteer. Once trained you don’t have to do every night of every show or
event, you can choose how much or how little you do, the more people we have on
the list the more we can share the work around. If you are already a Steward you
need to update your training every year at one of our sessions.
Come along to one of the training sessions to find out more and register.

Stewards Training sessions are to be held on
Wednesday 25th April at 8 pm (following the AGM)
and Saturday 6th May at 11 am at the Theatre
Remember; It is compulsory by law for the Theatre to be fully
stewarded during an event. Unless we have enough stewards
the shows cannot go on.

What’s Going On - Dates for your Diary
SCHOOL RE-UNION

CANAL CRUISE

It’s time to get out those
gymslips and old school
ties because Pendle
Hippodr om e
T heatr e
Company is holding a
Murder Mystery evening in
the Theatre Bar on

The Theatre company
are holding their
annual leisurely cruise and quiz
along the Leeds Liverpool canal on

Friday 12th May at 7.30 for 8 pm.
The theme is a ‘School Reunion St
Trinians style’ so please feel free to
dress appropriately and put your best
thinking caps on to solve the mystery.
No dunces caps at this school! NB: We
do not have any gymslips in Wardrobe.
The ticket price of £10 includes an
excellent buffet supper which will be
served during the evening.
The night will end at approximately
11pm when the evil deed or deeds have
been committed, the crimes have been
solved and the murderer or murderers
have been brought to justice.
If you have never been to a Murder
Mystery Evening before it’s a fun
evening where one or more of the
guests will be found dead. Its all preplanned and actors will be present to set
the murder scenes. I hate to spoil the
fun but it is only pretend and it won’t be
you who is murdered. You have to
decide who has committed the crime
and why by solving the clues, either by
yourself or with friends and other people
present.
As well as an excellent buffet the Bar
will be open throughout the evening.
Everyone is invited, members, friends,
Friends, family etc but please order your
tickets. They are available at rehearsals
from Fiona Thompson
or ring her on 07986 099 718.
Tickets are £10 per person
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7th July. Cast off - 7.30pm.
This is always an excellent evening
aboard the Marton Emperor amongst
good company and a pie and pea
supper served by the crew, plus a fun
quiz to add to the enjoyment.
Everybody is welcome but numbers
are limited and tickets will go very
quickly. Tickets £12.50 per person
Full details will be in the next edition
of Footlight Forum but make a note in
your diary now.

TREASURE HUNT
The Theatre Company are
to hold one of their
excellent, brain challenging
Treasure Hunts on

Saturday 12th August
Start between 2.00 pm and 2.30 pm.
This will be followed by a BBQ at
Roughlee Village Hall.
This year the Hunt will be set by
Claire Whittam and Neil Goodall, last
year’s winners.
Everyone is welcome including
Members, Friends, Youth Theatre
Members, family and friends.

Tickets are:£5 per Adult, £3 for Children,
£12 per family ticket
(2 adults and 2 children
aged 18 and under).
Full details will be
in the next issue
of Footlight Forum
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Youth Theatre News
Annual General Meeting
Pendle Hippodrome Youth Theatre are to hold their
Annual General Meeting on

Sunday 14th May 2017
at Colne Ambulance Hall at 10 am.
Please check the PHYT Facebook page
or see the PYT newsletter for further details
All members and parents are welcome.

OPEN AGAIN
Following a well deserved break after their fabulous production of ‘ELF’ in January
the Pendle Hippodrome Youth Theatre’s door was opened again on 5th March at
Colne Ambulance Hall.
Several new members joined the ever growing crowd of youngsters for a series of
fun filled workshops based on the different aspects of theatre life, including song
and dance and the all important tips on ‘How to audition for a show’ process.
Rehearsals will begin on 30th April for Pendle Hippodrome Youth Theatre’s 2018
next blockbuster show ‘Annie’ which will be staged in February 2018. Then on
21st May the members will be able to put all those workshop tips into action as
auditions are held for ‘Annie’.
‘Annie’ will be Directed and Choreographed by Vicky Royle with Laura Schofield
acting as assistant Director and the Musical Director will be Lisa Manley.
If you would like to join in the fun at the Youth Theatre why not come along to the
first rehearsal for ‘Annie’ on the 30th April. There are still just a few places left.
Membership is open to all young people providing they are 10 years old or over.
Performing and non-performing members are all welcome. No previous experience
is necessary and no audition is required to take part in a production although
auditions are required for principal roles. Membership is currently £10 per year and
there is a £1 per rehearsal charge which covers
rehearsal room rent and insurance etc.
Rehearsals are held at Colne Ambulance Hall
on Sunday mornings 10.30am to 12.30 pm with
rehearsals extended to 3 pm nearer the show.
Make ‘Annie’ your very first show.
It’s a great way to start your path to stardom.
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Theatre Company News
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
The Annual General Meeting of the Pendle Hippodrome Theatre Company
was held on 21st February 2017 at the Theatre.
The following Officers and Committees were elected.
Chairman;
Greenwood
Secretary;

Stevan Manley

M

Treasurer;

Stephen Burrows

Auditor;

i
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Alison Watson

General Committee; Lindsey Brady, Leisa Chadwick,
Josh Hindle
Helen Nelson,
Liz O’Connell, Rosemary Osborne, David Smith,
Fiona Thompson, Susan Thorp, Joe Whittam
Board of Directors Pendle Hippodrome Theatre;
Martin Cleaver, David Farrer,
Milly Greenwood, Frank Lomax,
Kevin Mason,
Stevan Manley, David Miller,
Paul Thompson,

An introduction to ‘RENT’,
the Theatre Company’s
Autumn 2017 production,
will be held on

Tuesday 4th April at 7.30 pm
in the Theatre bar with the first rehearsal
being held at Colne Ambulance Hall on

Thursday 6th April at 7.30 pm
The Production Team of Josh Hindle Director, Jack Herbert Musical Director and
Helen Cheung Choreographer, will be introduced and they will present a brief
outline of the show. Rehearsals will be held on Monday and Thursday evenings
at Colne Ambulance Hall with some Sunday rehearsals nearer the show. Audition
dates and requirements will also be outlined at the introductory evening.
Come along and join the cast.
Past, present and new members will all be welcome.
‘Rent’ is being staged 19th to 23rd September 2017
***ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS***
Annual Members Subscriptions (Theatre Company Members only)
for Pendle Hippodrome Theatre Company are now due for 2017
Under 16’s and over 80’s FREE

Age 16-19 and 60-80 - £10

Age 20-60 - £20.

Please see Liz O’Connell or Susan Thorp to pay your subscription.
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2 DOWN - 10 TO GO
Josh and David’s Hospice Challenges have begun.

Challenge 1: One very cold and frosty winter night Theatre Company members
Josh Hindle and David Smith, trekked down the hill to spend a night at the Pendle
Hippodrome Theatre. Now you may ask what is unusual about that? But this was
no ordinary visit to the Hippodrome, Josh and David, with sleeping bags tucked
under their arms, were to spend a whole night in the Theatre from 8 pm until 8am
the following morning, all in the name of Charity.
Again you may ask what’s special about that? Well the Hippodrome, like a lot of
old Theatres, has a reputation for being haunted. Several of our volunteers have
seen the ghostly apparition which treads the boards and people have experienced
presences lurking around the Theatre in various places. Mediums visiting the
Theatre have stopped in their tracks on entering the building as they have felt and
sometimes seen beings from the other side of the veil.
Josh and David were well aware of the tales about the Hippodrome’s ghostly
goings on when they accepted the challenge, and they certainly were by the time
they tried to settle down for the night on the unlit and cold Hippodrome stage.
To say they ‘slept’ is a bit of an exaggeration. A tour of the backstage areas with
torches did not help settle their nerves and only heightened their sense of anxiety.
During the night several large and unexplained bangs were heard coming from the
Orchestra pit and after several very restless hours Josh was up at 5am making
cups of tea hoping that the next 3 hours would pass more quickly than the last 9.
Eventually at 8am their ordeal was over and they were none the worse for their
experience although they were both glad that the 1st Challenge was complete.
David and Josh would like to thank Theatre Board member Joe Whittam for
supervising the rather eerie night and the Hippodrome Theatre Board for allowing
them to complete Challenge 1.
Challenge 2: This was an entirely different challenge for our two intrepid Hospice
Fund Raisers - WALK 3 MILES IN FLIPPERS.
This Challenge was in daylight with no ghostly goings on and they were
accompanied by a band of willing helpers who carried the buckets for the flipper
walkers and collected donations from the passing public along the way.
They collected an amazing £230. And that was just on the actual walk!
Luckily it was a fine February day as they set off on their long flappy trek along the
main road through Brierfield, Nelson and Colne from Pendleside Hospice to Colne
Leisure Centre. They even braved the escalator in the Pendle Rise Shopping
Centre as they collected donations from the shoppers.
The pair, plus their entourage, did stop for a short break at the Spinning Mill, to
slake their thirst before completing Challenge 2 at Colne Leisure Centre. For a few
days dancing rehearsals for their appearance in the Theatre Company’s production
of The Pajama Game were a none event as they were just’ a bit stiff and sore!
Anyone wanting to support Josh and David with their fundraising challenges
for this excellent cause can donate by texting JHDS60 £5 or £10 to 70070
or visit their Just Giving page www..justgiving.com/fundraising/
joshanddavidchallenge. Or just see Josh or David.

WEST END STAR COMES
TO THE HIPPODROME
Sunday 11th June
will be a special
day for all involved
with PHTC. Layton
Williams, formally
Billy Elliott in the
West End and most
recently 'Angel' in the 2017 U.K. Tour
of 'Rent' will be coming to the Pendle
Hippodrome Theatre to take
members and those regularly
involved with PHTC through a 4 hour
workshop split into two parts with one
being focused on our September
2017 production of 'Rent' and the
other with a 'Hairspray' theme.
Layton will be teaching some of the
routines seen in the 2017 touring
production of ‘Rent’ and giving
advice and inspiration to those taking
part. Layton played 'Seaweed' in the
U.K. Tour of 'Hairspray' so this is an
opportunity like no other! Members
and those who have been involved in
our previous shows are able to take
part and the cost is £15 for one class
or £25 for both. The 'Rent' class will
begin at 1pm until 3pm and
'Hairspray' will commence at 3pm
finishing at 5pm. We suggest you
arrive early so we are ready to start
on time. Please bring lunch, a towel
and drinks if you are wanting to do
both classes. Limited places apply
and will run on a first come first
served basis so we suggest you
book quickly! Bookings will open
on Monday 10th April at 12pm and
will be accepted by email booking
only.
Email Josh at:jhindle91@hotmail.co.uk with your
name and contact number and you
will receive an email confirmation
in return.
Over 14’s only.

3 NEW LIFE MEMBERS
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The highest honour
that
Pendle
Hippodrome
Theatre Company
can bestow on a
member of the
Dorothy, Stephen Company is ‘Life
and Betty
Membership’ .
At the Theatre Company’s AGM, which
was held at the Theatre in February, that
honour was bestowed upon three of
Pendle Hippodrome Theatre Company
members, Stephen Burrows and sisters
Dorothy Broughton and Betty Bannister.
All three began their journey in Theatre
with Colne Operatic Society, which later
became Pendle Hippodrome Theatre
Company, and there is very little that these
three stalwarts of the Hippodrome have
not been involved with over the years, and
indeed are still involved with.
In honour of their many years of dedication
and hard work in all aspects of the Theatre
they can now proudly call themselves
‘Life Members of Pendle Hippodrome
Theatre Company.
CONGRATULATIONS TO THEM ALL

New Arrival
Theatre Company Member April
Hunt and her husband Daniel
are delighted to announce the
birth on 17th March of their son
Chester Harry who weighed 8lb 1oz.
Before becoming an entertainer in the UK
and Europe, April was a member of PHYT
and played Nancy in the 2005 production
of ‘Oliver’. She went on to join our adult
societies and appeared in many shows
including playing Katie Brown in ‘Calamity
Jane’ in 2007. She recently returned to
the Hippodrome fold and appeared in
‘Diamonds and Pearls’ last year.
Congratulation to all the family
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Bursting at the Seams

Come and Have
A Cup of Tea
Well actually that's not quite right
and should read

‘Come and make a cup of tea’.

If you call in at our Wardrobe department
on any Monday evening you will find it
absolutely bursting at the seams with men,
women and children trying on costumes.
Well not just costumes, all manner of things
are available from this Aladdin’s Cave.
Shoes, hats, jewellery, glasses, even wigs.
You name it, if you can wear it they will no
doubt have one, maybe not in the right size
and colour but they will have one. Some
people arrive at 7.00 pm when the
department opens and are still there at
9.00 pm when it closes, there is so much
choice and so much to try on.
From authentic military uniforms or 1960s
knee boots to ball gowns, top hats and tails
and wedding hats, from the Elvis suit to the
nuns habit, its all there.
Schools and other performing groups also
hire from our extensive stock, coming from
all over the North West to do so, and our
wardrobe ladies often open by appointment
on other evenings or even during the day,
The end result of all this frantic activity is
that a profit of £6108.00 was made for the
Theatre last year and, at a cost of just £10
per full costume you can work out for
yourself just how much washing and
ironing our Wardrobe ladies have done.
The wardrobe team are Irene Bleasdale,
Pat Edwards, Barbara Fothergill, Shirley
Kenyon, Jen Lomax, Pam Lomax,
Florence Shackleton, Barbara Simons and
Marilyn Walton, and two very welcome new
recruits, Fiona Thompson and Jackie
Edington.
Many thanks Ladies.

The Theatre Company
are looking for people,
male or female it
doesn’t matter,
to brew up at their
rehearsals on a
Monday evening.
After putting their hearts and souls
into rehearsing and perfecting those
very energetic dance routines by
8.30pm the cast and crew are
desperate for a good old cup of tea
and a biscuit or two to keep them
going until the end of the evening.
The Company have two excellent
Tea Ladies who brew up for them
on Thursday evenings but Monday
nights are more of a ‘whoever is
there makes the brews’ affair.
Our current ‘Brew Lady’ has been
co-opted as prompt and the
Company would like a new
volunteer or volunteers to take on
the task. Tea, coffee, milk, biscuits
and juice are all provided by the
Society and it just needs someone
to come along and do the honours
and tidy up afterwards.
It’s a good night out as you get to
meet the cast and crew and either
stay and watch the rehearsal or
leave as soon as you have finished
at around 9pm. Your services will
be greatly appreciated by everyone
and you can feel part of the show
right from the beginning.
If you are interested please ring Liz
on 01282699147 or 07765245952.
She will love to hear from you.

NODA North West
AWARDS
The 2017 AGM and Awards for
NODA North West region will
once again be held at the
Mercure Hotel, Manchester
Piccadilly on the Saturday 29th
April (Youth) and Sunday 30th
April 2017 (Adult) .
Our very own Pendle Hippodrome
Youth Theatre have the great honour of
performing the Cabaret at the Youth
Awards presentation evening on 29th
April. As we go to press members are
busy rehearsing for their star spot at
this years Awards night. Full report in
the next edition.
Brilliant guys you will do us all proud!
The Hippodrome’s Award winners from
the District 3 Awards night have been
nominated for the main NODA North
West Awards.
They are:Pendle Hippodrome Youth Theatre and
Pendle Hippodrome Theatre Company
member Dale Blackburn who won the
District 3 Award for Best Youth Comedy
Performance as The Cowardly Lion in
the Youth Theatre’s 2016 production of
‘The Wizard of Oz’.
Jack Herbert who won Best Supporting
Male in a Musical for his part as Roger
in Pendle Hippodrome Theatre
Company’s March 2016 show ‘Grease’.
And finally Holly Fairburn who won the
Best Female Lead in a Play Award for
her role as Queenie in Pendle
Hippodrome Theatre Company’s June
play ‘Blackadder’.
Congratulations to all the nominees
and we will keep our fingers
crossed for your success
at the Awards Nights in April.

PUB PROGRESS
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ATTENTION! There is to
be another skip session
soon when all rubbish and unwanted
material considered surplus to
requirements from the pub will be
‘Skipped’ and help will be needed. Last
time the Theatre held a ‘Skip’ day a
huge skip was filled to bursting point. It
was hard work but well worth the effort.
Look out for details and come and help
us have a real good clear out. One day
we will knock that hole in the wall.
Apart from that we are still awaiting the
architect’s final plans being drawn up
for the Pub, but work is not quite at a
standstill.
Preparations are ongoing in the cellar
as the old piping for the beer casks etc
are being ripped out ready for
connection to a new flow of ale, but all
that is a long time off yet.
Our maintenance staff have been busy
with preparations for ‘The Pajama
Game’ plus there was a malfunction
with one of our heating boilers which
needed urgent attention. And there’s
only so much they can do!
It is with sadness that we report
the death of

Gwen Greenwood
23rd January Aged 95 years
Gwen was a much valued and one of
the first members of Friends of The
Hippodrome. From the 1940s
onwards she had, along with her
family and friends, attended almost
every show at The Palace in Nelson
the Muni in Colne and, until ill health
r ec entl y pr e vente d her , the
Hippodrome in Colne.
We would like to offer our
sincere condolences
to all her family and friends.

MR PENNINE
Bodybuilding Competition
22nd April from 12 noon Tickets £14
Pendle Hippodrome Theatre Company

“SCHOOL RE-UNION”
MURDER MYSTERY
EVENING

Friday 12th May
7.30 for 8.00 pm
See page 5 for details.

Classic Film Night
Saturday 13th May
doors 7.00 for 7.30pm
The Cruel Sea (1953)

Tickets £6

Tickets £10.00 includes Buffet Supper

Pendle Hippodrome Theatre Company

Tues 6th - Sat 10th June
Doors 7.00 for 7.30 Tickets £7
PENDLE HIPPODROME THEATRE is once again stage for

THE GREAT BRITISH RHYTHM AND BLUES FESTIVAL
●●●●●●●●●●

August Bank holiday weekend 25th, 26th, 27th August
Ring the box office on 01282 863210 - evenings only.
Book online at our website phtheatre.co.uk
Central Garage Fence, Call in or ring them on 01282 617315.
See page 2 for more details
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