April 2020

It with deep regret that the Board of Directors of the Pendle Hippodrome
Theatre, following Government advice, took the decision to close the
Theatre to the public immediately on the 16th March until the end of
May. This is a very fast moving situation and since this decision on
16th March the Theatre has been Ordered to close by the Government
until further Notice. We will do our very best to keep everyone informed.

IMPORTANT INFORMATION - PLEASE READ CAREFULLY
All public events at the Pendle Hippodrome Theatre are now cancelled including
Pinked Floyd, Mr Pennine and Secret Cinema and it has just been announced the
Colne Rhythm and Blues festival in August, of which the Theatre is a part, will not be
taking place.
The Hippodrome Wardrobe Department is also be closed until further notice for the
hire of costumes and props to safeguard the health of our volunteers.
The Pendle Hippodrome Theatre Ltd AGM and the Youth Theatre AGM will be
rearranged at a future date as will Stewards training sessions. The Board have a duty
of care and we recommend you take the government’s advice to protect your
personal health.
Pendle Hippodrome Youth Theatre will not be meeting until further notice.
Pendle Hippodrome Theatre Company rehearsals are suspended until further
notice. The ‘My Fair Lady’ intro night in April has been postponed. The play ‘Dying to
Meet You’ has been postponed until further notice.

Please see our Facebook pages for updates
We hope you stay safe and well and we will
see you all again when all this is over.
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AT LAST SOME GOOD NEWS

NODA AWARDS SUCCESS

Pendle Hippodrome Theatre Company and Pendle Hippodrome Youth
Theatre members enjoyed a great evening out celebrating their success with
an amazing seven Awards at the NODA Districts 3 &12 Awards and Dinner
which was held at the Dunkenhalgh Hotel in Clayton le Moors in February.
The NODA dinner is always a glittering affair attended by all societies from
across the Region and is great opportunity to meet other people who are like
minded and with a love of all thing Theatre, to discuss productions and
exchange ideas and information.

The winners will now be nominated for the NODA North West Awards
which will take place at a future date and time to be arranged.

Good Luck to all the nominees.

SILVER NIGHT
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What a great night the 2020 NODA District 3 &12 Awards night, held in
February, proved to be as members of Pendle Hippodrome Theatre collected
an amazing seven Awards.
1. Best Concert Review; Pendle Hippodrome Youth Theatre for 30th
Anniversary Celebration Concert.
2. Best Youth Production; Pendle Hippodrome Youth Theatre, SHREK
The Musical Jr.
3. Best Youth Comedy Performance; Lewis Mumby Donkey Pendle
Hippodrome Youth Theatre, SHREK The Musical Jr.
4. Best Supporting Youth Performer; Eden Barritt Story Teller Pendle
Hippodrome Youth Theatre, SHREK The Musical Jr.
5. The Tom Kinder Memorial Award; Pendle Hippodrome Youth Theatre
30 years of introducing young people to Theatre
6. Best Supporting Male in a Musical; Damian Marsh Jud Fry
‘Oklahoma’ Pendle Hippodrome Theatre Company
7. Best Overall Performance (Individual Performer Production or
Society) Damian Marsh Jud Fry ‘Oklahoma’ Pendle Hippodrome
Theatre Company

Lewis

PHYT

Damian

Eden
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
The Annual General Meeting of the Pendle Hippodrome Theatre Company was
held on 25th February 2020 at the Theatre.
The following Officers and Committees were elected.

Chairman; Stevan Manley
Treasurer;
Milly Greenwood
Secretary; David Smith
Auditor;
Alison Watson
General Committee; Jessica Balderstone, Ryan Collett, Leisa Chadwick,
Pam Lomax, Marilyn McGinty, Lisa Manley, Helen Nelson, Karl Pilkington,
Helen Spencer Susan Thorp, Matt Whatley, Joe Whittam,
,

Board of Directors Pendle Hippodrome Theatre;
Martin Cleaver
David Farrer,
Neil Goodall,
Stevan Manley, Kevin Mason, David Miller,
Paul Thompson, Keith Walton,
Joe Whittam,

Changes
At Pendle Hippodrome Theatre
Company’s AGM on 25th
February there were several
changes to the line up of the
Committee and Board of
Directors.

Milly Greenwood,
Helen Nelson
Karin Wilson.

Change of Secretary

Frank Lomax has retired from the
Board of Directors of Pendle
Hippodrome Theatre Ltd and Neil
Goodall was elected to the Board
of Directors.

At the February Annual General
Meeting of the Pendle Hippodrome
Theatre Company Stephen
Burrows hung up his quill for a well
earned break. Stephen took over
the role from Angela Boult when
she moved from the area several years ago.
He has a vast knowledge of Theatre, was a
member of Colne Operatic Society where he
Directed numerous shows. He served on
Colne Operatic Society’s Committee for many
years as Publicity Officer, Librarian and Vice
Chairman and was also a member of their
Social Committee.
David Smith has now taken the
reins as Pendle Hippodrome
Theatre Company Secretary,
voluntarily we might add. David
has been a member of the Theatre
Company for many years and a
Committee member since 2017.

Following a series of votes, which
were proposed and seconded by
the members, all other positions
on the Pendle Hippodrome
Theatre Company Committee
and The Pendle Hippodrome
Theatre Limited Board of
Directors remained the same.

Poor David has had a baptism of fire since he
took over the role. His first show as secretary,
Chicago, has had to be cancelled, as have all
the Theatre Company’s activities. Stephen
Burrows is helping out but even he has never
experienced anything like this. It has been a
difficult time and we hope David’s time as
Secretary gets easier.

Stephen Burrows stood down as
Theatre Company Secretary and
David Smith was elected to take
his place.
This left a vacancy on the
General Committee and Matt
Whatley was
proposed and
seconded to take the vacant
place on the Committee.
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RETIREMENT
Frank
Lomax
has
decided to retire from
the Pendle Hippodrome
Ltd Board of Directors
after 42 years unbroken
service in order to
spend more leisure
time with his wife Pam
and their family.
Frank, who is a Life
Member of the Theatre Company and a
Friend of the Hippodrome, was on the first
Steering Committee formed in 1978 to
organise the restoration of the Theatre.
This became the Building Committee of
which he was the first Chairman.
When the Theatre became a Limited
Company, set up to protect the interests of
the then committee members, he became a
Director of Pendle Hippodrome Theatre
Limited along with the other Building
Committee members.
At that time he was appointed Technical
Manager, a post that he held until he
stepped down at the 2020 AGM, altogether
giving a total of 42 years unbroken service.
During that time he has been instrumental
in the planning, updating and installation of
much of the new equipment and services at
the Theatre, he has worked on stage and
off stage, run the lighting and sound for our
shows and for bookings and helped
generally wherever needed.
He is not going away though and can still
be found working around the Theatre, he is
just stepping down from the Theatre Board
of Directors.
At the Theatre Company’s AGM in
February Frank was thanked by Kevin
Mason Chairman of Pendle Hippodrome
Theatre Ltd for his dedication during the
last 42 years and Stevan Manley presented
him with a commemorative tankard from
everyone at the Theatre.

CHEERS FRANK

NEW LIFE MEMBERS
The highest honour that Pendle
Hippodrome Theatre Company can
bestow on a member of the Company
is ‘Life Membership’.
At the Theatre Company’s AGM, in
February that honour was bestowed
upon two of Pendle Hippodrome
Theatre Company members, Stevan
M a n l e y C h a ir m a n o f P e n d le
Hippodrome Theatre Company and
Sheila Keogh retiring Secretary to the
Theatre Board of Directors.
Stevan took over as
Chairman of Pendle
Hippodrome Theatre
Company from Keith
Walton in February
2017. He never thought
the job would be so
challenging.
With the job of Chairman comes a
position on the Board of Directors of
the Theatre so along with his lighting
duties he is rather busy (no wonder he
hides in the lighting box sometimes.)
He was nominated by the Theatre
Company Committee and keeping it a
secret was not an easy task.
Sheila Keogh was not
only Secretary of the
Theatre Board but the
Craft Fair as well and
after many years of
service has decided
now is the time to take
a
well
earned
retirement.
She also acts as a Steward, turns her
hand to anything Front of House and
has worked in many departments of
the Hippodrome over the years.
Congratulations to them both, they
can now proudly call themselves ‘Life
Members of Pendle Hippodrome
Theatre Company’.
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THE BIG RED BUS
What better way to publicise the
Youth Theatre’s February show
‘Summer Holiday’ than to put the cast
and crew onto a Big Red Bus and go
round all the local supermarkets to
tell shoppers about their wonderful
show.
The bus was organised by Martin
Cleaver and as they say its not what
you know its who you know! Thanks
to Martin for organising everything
and thanks to the Supermarkets for
having them.
Their next show in 2021 is ‘FAME’
which is set in New York. Maybe they
will hire an Empire State Building
for that lol.
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The stage was set, the scenery lighting and props were all in place. The orchestra
were tuning up and the cast were in their make-up and costumes. Everything was
ready to go when the terrible news came through that the Theatre had to close due of
Government restrictions. Corona virus hit everything like a ten ton juggernaut driving
through an ice cream parlour. It was heart-breaking for all involved. So much time and
effort had gone into the making of CHICAGO that it was decided to run the Dress
Rehearsal to an audience of just six members before many tears were shed as the
show was abandoned.

BUT WE WILL BE BACK AS SOON AS THE GOVERNMENT
AND RIGHTS HOLDERS WILL ALLOW. SEE YOU ALL THEN.
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TEA TIME

People love a good cup of tea and the
people who come along to our shows
and events are no exception.
Not
everyone wants to drink alcohol from
our bar and a good cup of tea or hot
coffee is more to their liking.
However we have a problem, our Tea
Ladies, like the rest of us, are not
getting any younger and would like to
introduce some of our volunteers to the
art of brewing. Male or female they
would welcome anyone who would like
to come along and learn their skills.
Just like our Theatre Stewards the more
volunteers we have the more we can
share the task around. At most shows
and events the tea bar is open at the
interval only so its not a huge time
consuming job but essential to the
running of our Theatre. You don’t have
to do every night of every show or
event, you can choose how much or
how little you do, the more people we
have on the list the better.
You don’t have to be a Friend of the
Theatre or a Company member, just a
volunteer to add to our merry band of
volunteers. Show intervals only last
about 15 to 20 minutes and then when
you have cleared up you are free to go
or stay and watch. We use paper cups
so very little washing up is required.
Fancy a go? Then contact Martin
Cleaver on cleavermd@aol.com or
01282 844033 or 07976733995. Martin
will point you in the right direction and
explain what the job involves.
Given the Theatre’s current
predicament you have plenty of time to
think about it and
we do hope you
can join us when
we are back up
and
brewing
again.

It is with sadness that we report
the death of Mary Butler

Aged 78years
17th January 2020
Mary first took on the post of Musical
Director for St John AO&DS for their
Autumn show ‘The Desert Song’ in
1978 which was staged at the Muni in
Colne. She went on to be Musical
Director for a further ten shows at the
Muni including St John’s Diamond
Jubilee production of ‘Kings Rhapsody’
in 1985. In 1987 she was Musical
Director at St John’s first production to
be staged at the newly opened and
refurbished Pendle Hippodrome in
Colne ‘The King and I’ She was MD for
a further five shows at the Hippodrome.
She finally hung up her baton in 1993
after being MD for the hilarious ‘Little
Mary Sunshine’.
In 1991 she swapped her Baton for the
stage appearing in the Northern
Amateur Premier of ’Allo Allo’ playing
the part of Michelle with her catch
phrase ’I shall say this only once’.
Following the play Mary was heard to
say ‘Never again’, I will stick to
conducting in future. Mary moved from
the area in 1994 to live on the Fylde
and later in London.

It is with sadness that we report
the death of Patrick Garrity
2nd March Aged 81years
Pat was a much valued Friend of The
Hippodrome. He was a great supporter
of the Hippodrome where he enjoyed
watching his Grandson Theatre
Company Secretary David Smith on
stage. Pat was the partner of Theatre
Company Life Member Gillian Herbert.
We would like to express our
sincere condolences
to all their family and friends.

